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15-ta Hepinsa no
MN'aTmpecaTHuui:
HaBepHiMmocs ao J1ro608Bi!

Fifteenth Sunday after
Pentecost:
Convert to Love!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«[K]oTpa 3anoBiab Hanbinbla B
3aKOHi?» Take NMTaHHA NocTaBUIn
IcycoBi B CbOroaHiWwHin €sanrenii
(MaTtBiga 22:35-46). N'ocnoab Bigpasy
BiAMOBIB, WO LUe — nobutn. Jliobntn
Bbora i cBoro 6AmMXxHboro. Y LbomMy 1
noboB A0 6/IMXKHBOIo, KOTpU cnpasai
HaMbNMXXUMii HaM. A Le XTO Takuin?
3BunyamHo! Le >x MU CAMI! Bo x aKkLo
ntoanHa He moxe nbuTtn cama cebe
TO M He 3MOoXe BOHa ntobutn HIKOIMo
IHLIOIO.

Ane wo ue Take n6bUTU? He Baxko
CKasaTu KOMYCb, LLO MU nobumo.
Jlroan yacTto KaxkyTb noaibHe.
TeepasaTb, Wo nobnate bora. A6o
KaXkyTb, WO NO6NATb CBOK APYXUHY,

"What is the greatest commandment
in the law?" Such was the question
Jesus was asked in today’s Gospel
reading (Matthew 22:35-46). Jesus
answered immediately that it was to
love - to love God and to love one’s
neighbour. This included loving one’s
most immediate or closest
neighbour. Who would that be? Of
course! It is YOURSELF! For if one
can not love oneself then one can not
love ANYONE ELSE.

But what does it mean to love? It is
an easy thing to say that we love.
People do it all the time. They say
they love God. They say they love
their wives or husbands, their
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UM Myxa, um aiten, um 6aTbKiB, um
Apy3iB. Ane wo BMABNAOTb iXHI gina?
Lle npaBaa, wo BCi 4obpi aina matoTb
CBiM NOYATOK Yy AyMKaX, AKi MOTiM
BUABNSAOTLCA M cnoBaMu. Ane aina
NPOMOBNSAOTb Ha 6araTto ronocHiwe
4ynM crnosa.

A 10 caMe KaXKyTb Hauwi gina? Yu
OINCHO BMABNAOTb BOHU A6alnnnBicTb
— 4yy MabyTb yacTiwe 6anNAyIKHICTb?
MpoTunexHictb NbOBI — He
HeHaBUCTb. KOs MU HaCTiNbKKM
cepAauvTi Ha KOrocCb, WO Hali no4vyTTa
KaXyTb HaM, WO MU iX HEHaBUANMO, TO
MU BCE X TaKu UMM NOKA3yeMO, O
BOHM MaktTb 3HAYEHHS B HaLIOMY
XWUTTi. BOHW y Hac BUKINKAIOTb MHIB.

A THiB BCe X TaKuM MA€E CBOK M KOPUCTb
— X0Y4 i MOXe TakoX 6yTu ayxe
PYWHIBHMUM, SIKLLO MW AIEMO Nig
CMOHYKOI TaKOoro rnovyTTs, Yn AKLO
MU 3aTPUMYEMO MOro B cobi. Ane Konwu
MU Ha KOroCb YM Ha WOCb CEPAMMOCH,
Le OAa€E HaM 3HaTu, WO WOoCh - HE B
nopsaaky rnoMmipk Hamu. I Toai mMu
MOXXEeMO HaMmaraTucsa HanaroauTu
crnpasu. Mmn MOXeMo MONUTUCA. Mun
MOXEMO MepeMiHUTU CBOE CTaBJIEHHS.
Mu MOXXeMO HamaraTucsg Kpawe
CMinKyBaTUCA 3 APYTMMU — MU MOXEMO
HamaraTmucsa 6yTu 6inbw YyTANBUMUK A0
cBoiX noTpeb Ta noTpeb i iHwunx. I Tak
MOXXEMO MU BUMPaBNATU HaLUi
B3AEMOBIAHOCMHMN. [HIB MOXe f0BEeCTuU
[0 HeHaBuUCTi - abo MoXe AoBeCTu Ao
KpaLlloi, cunbHiwoi nobosi. HaBiTb
HEHaBUCTb MOXe MpPMBECTU HAC Ha3an
Ao nobosi, aKwWo ii NnpoBipuMo i Haj
Her nonpaueMO.

Ane Ko MU BUPILLWAK, WO XTOCb
30BCiM He BaXXJIMBUWN A1 HAC — KON
MU BUPIWNAN 6yTn 6anayxmmm 4o
HbOI0 YN A0 HEel, TO MU UUM XKe
pilunMnAM Ha BUPOK cMepTi. Hi, mu
6ykBasibHO He B6MBAEMO L0 NOANHY —

children or their parents or their
friends. But what do their actions
say? It is true that all good actions
start in the thoughts which are then
usually expressed in words. But
actions speak much louder than
words.

What do our actions say? Do they
show caring - or do they more often
show indifference? The opposite of
love is not really hate. When we are
so angry at someone that we feel we
hate them we are at least showing
that they matter in our lives. They
mean something. They make us

angry.

Anger is a useful emotion - although
it can be very destructive if we act
on it or keep holding on to it. But
when we are angry at someone or
something this gives us a message
that something is wrong between us.
We can then try to correct it. We can
pray, we can try to change our
attitude, we can try to communicate
more effectively - we can try to be
more sensitive to our needs and the
needs of others. Thus we can
improve our relationships. Anger can
lead to hate or it can lead to a
better, stronger love. Even hate can
bring us back to love - if we examine
it and work on transforming it.

But when we have decided that
someone does not matter to us at all
- when we have decided to be
indifferent, then we have decided

on death. Oh, we don't literally kill
the person - we just decide to kill
him or her in our lives. We say that
they don’t matter any more. What
can you do with that!? Imagine
saying that about someone you were
supposed to care about? Imagine
saying that about God. Imagine



MW MPOCTO BUPILLYEMO BOUTM NOrO Um
1T B HAWOMY XUTTi. MK KaxeMo, Wwo
BOHM 6inblue He MakTb XXOAHOIMo
3Ha4YeHHs AN Hac. A WO X MOXHa
pobUTK 3 TaKUM CTaBNIEHHAM!? YaBiTb,
WO BN KaXeTe Take npo KOrocb, Npo
SIKOro Bu mycinn 6 péatn? YaBitb, Wwo
BM Ka)eTe wocb noaibHe npo bora.
YAaBiTb, O BM Ka)eTe WoCb noaibHe
npo camoro cebe. Hacnpasai noamu
TaK | KaXKyTb TaKe — He 3aBXau
cnoBamu, ane B TOMY X TaKu, SK BOHMU
AyMaloTb Ta AitoTb. be3 unHHOI NboBI
B HalIMX cepusax Ta ymax - Mu
BMuMpaemo! bor ckaszas Agamosi 1 €Bi,
L0 KONW BOHM 3rpiwaTb, TO Ue
rnpuHece iM cMepTb. TakK i CTAETbCH,
KON NOAN nepecTaroTb Ntob6utn. BoHU
CTaloTb XO0AAUYMMU TPYNaMu.

Focnoab Haw Icyc Xpuctoc npuinLoBs
Ha 3emnt0, Wob HaM nokasaTu, wo bor
HiIKONIM He nepecTas Nbutn Hac. BiH
NpUMLWOB NokasaTn HaM CBOIMU
cnoBamu n pinamu, Wo nau -
6e3MexHOo UiHHi ans bora. BiH HikoMy
He 3aBAaBas 60110 — 3@ BUHSATKOM
Jnikyto4oro 6onto, Konu BiH
YCBiAOM/IOBAB iX NPO Te, HACKi/IbKK
BOHW 3arybneHi, Ko B iXHIX cepusax
Hemae€ nobosi. BiH 403BONMB NOAAM
3aBgatu Momy 6010, Wo6 MOrIM BOHU
nobauynTn Ao SKUX Ain 40BOAUTb
BiACYTHICTb Nnto60Bi y HMX. I BiH
BOCKpecC i3 MepTBMX, Wob6 aoBecTtu, Wo
noboB - 3aBXAN NepeMoXxHa, a
HIKOJIM He nNepeMoXXeHa.

Mun MoxXeMo NobaunTn KpUXITKy L€l
noboBi B uit yynosin IkoHi, B akin Cs.
CumeoH BoronpuimMmeub AMBUTLCS 3
noaAnMBOM Ha AUTATKO-XpUcTa, AKui
ANBUTBLCS | HA Hboro. Lo 3a anso!
Ton, yepe3 Koro noscrana BCesieHHa i
BCe, WO B Hin (i Knm BoHa m
TPUMAETbLCSA N PO3BUBAETLCS)
NpUALWOB A0 Hac, 9K AnTtatko! CuMeoH
TpuMae Moro, a NoTiMm NoBepTaEThLCS

saying that about yourself. Actually
people do say these things - not
always in so many words but by the
way they think and act. Without love
working in our hearts and in our
minds we become dead. God told
Adam and Eve that when they sinned
it would bring them death. That is
what happens when people stop
loving. They become the walking
dead.

Our Lord Jesus Christ came to earth
to show us that God has never
stopped loving us. He came here to
show by His words and His actions
that human beings are infinitely
precious to God. He did not hurt
anyone - except with the healing
pain of making them aware of how
lost they were without love in their
hearts. He let people hurt Him so
that they could see what the lack of
love could make them do. And He
rose from the dead to show that love
is always victorious — and never
defeated.

We can get a glimpse of this love in
this marvelous Icon in which St.
Simeon the God-Receiver gazes in
wonder at the Christ-Child Who is
gazing back at him. What a
maghnificent surprise: He through
Whom the universe and all that is
was created (and is being upheld and
unfolded) has come to us as a Child!
Simeon holds him and returns to his
home exclaiming: “Lord, now You let
Your servant depart in peace...”

Brothers and sisters, it is not too late
to begin again to learn how to love.
Let us start by opening our hearts to
God. Let’s admit to Him that we have
not been loving Him and that we
have not been letting Him love us.
Let’s tell ourselves that we have not



[0 CBOro oMy rMpoMoBAdaUn: «HUHI
Bignyckaew paba Csoro, Bnaauko,
3aCMOKOEHUM...”

BpaTtn 1 cectpu! He ni3HO HaM 3apas
po3royaTn 3HOBY BMBYATU Te, K
nooéutn. Po3noyHiMo TMM, Wwob ceBoi
cepus BigunMHMTKM ans bora.
MpnM3HanMMoCh, WO MM Hacnpasai He
no6bunu Noro i He aasanu Woro
JItoboBi aintn ao Hac. MNpu3HamMocs,
Lo MU He gisnu B NoboBi Hi Ao cebe
caMunx, Hi Ao iHWKx. CKaxiMo iHWKUM,
L0 BOHM MalTb 3HA4YeHHSA ANnsa Hac. I
NPoOSsIBNSANMO Lie He finwe CloBaMu.
Buasnanmo nobos ogHe A0 04HOro
CBOIMM flinaMun. Big uboro gHS "
HasaBXAu Hexan byae Nb0oB HaLLOK
METO0 i HaWwmM nposiaHMKOM. A bor
AOMNOMOXE B LbOMY.

been loving to ourselves or to others.
Let’s tell others that they matter.
Let’s do it not only by words. Let’s
do things for each other. Let us,
from this day forward, make love our
aim and love our guide. And God will
help us.



