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Hepina 11-ta no
N'aTtupecaTHmui: NoTymchb
- npowau!

Eleventh Sunday after
Pentecost: Prepare -
forgive!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

Cs. AnMunTpin PoctoBcbkunn (+1709) y
CBOEMY TBOpPi PyHO OpOLUIEHOE ONMUCYE
[OCBIA HOHaKa, Wo B A0PO03i YUNHUTKU
sIKeCb HerigHe Aisio 3ynnHuBCS
nomMonnTuncsa nepepg IkoHow boxoi
MaTepi. I npunwno Momy BUAIHHS:
IkoHa oxxuna nepeg HUM i BiH
nobaums, sk KpoB Teue 3 paH y Pykax,
y boui Ta B Horax Xpucra-AutaTtka,
Slkoro Mapig TpuMana B CBOIX pyKax.
BiH 3aKkpuuaB: «XTO X Ue BUNHUB?» A
Mapisa Bignosina: «Tuv N iHLWI rPiLLHUKK
3HOBY 1 3HOBY po3nuHacTe Moro
CuHa». pilWHMK NMONpOCUB NPOLLEHHS
i, MO 3acTynHMUTBI Mapii 3a HbOro
nepen Icycom, He TilbKU NOYYyB:
«BignyckalTbCa NOMY rpixu», ane

St Demetrius of Rostov (+1709) in
his work Runo oroshenoye ("The
Dewy Fleece”) described the
experience of a young fellow who, on
his way to some wrongdoing, paused
to pray before an Icon of the Mother
of God. And he saw a vision: the
Icon came to life before him and he
saw Blood streaming from wounds in
the Hands, Side and Feet of the
Christ-Child Mary held in her hands.
He cried: “Who has done this?” and
Mary replied, “You and every sinner
crucifies My Son again and again”.
The sinner pleaded for forgiveness
and, upon Mary'’s intercession for
him before Jesus, not only heard:
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Takox 3406yB HecrnoAiBaHy pajicTb
AINCHOro NMoKasiHHS, WO Aana nomy
CuUny CTpuUMaTUCA Bif4 HerigHoro
BUYMHKY, Ha SKunii 6yB nycTmecs. IkoHa
«HecnoaiBaHa Pagictb», 9Ky Mu
NpUAYyYnIn, aKpas nepesac Lo
4ynoBY MOAit.

CborogHiwHa €sanrenia (MaTsig
18:23-35) nigkpecntoe
BiANOBifaNbHICTb, AKa CyrnpoBOAUTb

focnogHe npouweHHs. Icyc po3nosigae

npo Te, 9K oAMH cnyra, akomy Llap
NpOCTUB AOBI Yy CYMi AeCATb TUCAY
TanaHTiB (Be/nYEe3Hy CyMy — Ha
6arato 6inblwe Big TOro, WO pobITHUK
y Ti yacu mir 61 3anpaurBaTu 3a uUine
CBOE XUTTH), rapsiye BiAMOBUBCH
MPOCTUTN APYroMy C/y3i AOBI Y CyMi
CTO AnHapiB (o pobiTHMK Mir 6u
3apobuTn 3a NpnbAN3HO CTO AHIB
npaui).

HaByaHHA ACHe: Ti, AKMM NpOLLEHO
6araTto NOBWHHI 3HanTK B Ccobi cuny
NMpoLaTn TUM, SKi IM BUHHI Habarato

MeHLWwe . MOXIMBO Take HaB4YaHHS — He

CNpUNHATHEe 6aHKOBWUM yCTaHOBaM Ta
KOMeHpCaHTaM, SKMX neplua ysara
3BepHeHa Ha Te, wob npmbyTkmn
nepesuvyBann BuaaTkn. Mu Moxemo
Ccobi ysaBUTM 1 Te, WO Len YONoBikK,

AKOMY Llap npocTnB Taknii BennyesHunm

noBr, 6yB Tak NPMroOMWEHNIN TUM,
L0 TaKa BaxKa AONs nease OMUHYNa

Moro, Wo BiH BUPIWKMB (K BUABUIIOCH —

HEPO3yMHO), LLO BiH NOBUHEH
HeyXunbHoO 3ibpaTn BCe Te, WO oMy
6ynu 3aBMHynun, 60 X, aHy, 3HOBY

HaCTaHyTb BaXKi yacu! (Ane Toai Wwo X

roBOpuUTK Npo uboro Llaps, wo Haue 6
TO TaK SIErKOBaXHO CNpUMNMaE Te, WO
BUHHI Momy?)

[iNCHO, MM NOBWUHHI PO3YMITK L0
NIOAMHY Ta W cniByyBaTn nomy. bo x
MU TaKOX HaNexuMo A0 UbOro rpixom
3iNCyTOro CBITOBOro flaay, SKUn Tak

“He is forgiven”, but also
experienced the unexpected joy of
true repentance, which made it
possible for him to refrain from the
wrong he had set out to do. The Icon
of Unexpected Joy, which we have
reproduced, portrays this marvelous
event.

Today's Gospel reading (Matthew
18:23-35) emphasizes the
responsibility which accompanies the
Lord’s forgiveness. Jesus recounts
how a steward, who was forgiven
ten thousand talents (an enormous
sum - much more than a labourer of
the day could earn in his whole
lifetime), passionately refused to
forgive a fellow servant who owed
him a hundred denarii (something
that the labourer could have earned
in about a hundred days' work).

The message is clear - those who
are forgiven a great deal ought to
be able to forgive those who owe
them a great deal less. Perhaps this
message is not acceptable to
banking institutions and business
folk whose chief concern seems to
be the bottom line. We can also
imagine that the chap who was
forgiven his huge debt was so
shaken by his narrow escape that he
resolved (foolishly in this event)
that he'd better be firm in collecting
from his debtors in case more hard
times lay ahead. (But then what are
we to think of the King Who seems
to be so careless about the amount
owed Him?)

Yes, we ought to be able to
understand this man and sympathize
with him. After all, we ourselves are
part of this world order which is so
deeply marked by the fall that
distorted the essential human nature



CWUbHO NO3HAYeHWN rpixonagiiHHAM,
WO CNOTBOPUB OCHOBHY NOACBKY
npupoAay, sika HaTypasibHo nobnsya,
cnisivyyTnmea i pagicHo weapa. Ham He
YYXXWUI CTpax, LLO He BUCTaAp4YnTb
BCbOro Ans BCiX. A wo X 6yae, konum
3abpakHe HaM 4u TMM, 3a KOro Mu
BiAMOBiAanbHiI — pOAVHI, iHBECcTOpaM,
pobiTHMKaM, sIKi NpauoTb Y Hac — i
MU OCTaHeMocCb 6e3 Toro, wo noTpibHe
Ham?

Icycosa lNpuTya BiAKpMBAE HaM CBIT.
Mun 6aummo, wo uen Lap, aknimn Takum
weapumn, a Toai TaknMm cepanTum, Konm

Woro cnyra He Hacniaye Noro weapictb

- ue Cam Nocnoab BceneHHoi. Momy x
YCE 3aBadauyemo!! Yce Te, WO KOAU He
6yab MM Mann 4n MaTMMeMO — came
XWUTTS Hawe, came Hawe 6yTTa - yce,

yce noxoauTb Big Hboro! A CKinbku X 3

TOro BCbOro MU MapHyemo! 5K yacto
MU nepectynaemo Moro 3akoHu — i T0
He TiNbKW Ti, KOTPi 3anncaHi B
CesweHHnX NMncaHHAax, a HaBiTb Ti, SKi
3anucaHi Ha CKpmXansax Hawmx
cepaeub — y HAWOMy CYMJIiHHIO.

I BCe ue 0o uboro yacy AaHe Ham
BiIbHO — i NPOLLUEHHSA 33 HALli NPOBUHU
TaKOXX AaHe HaM Bi/lbHO. A MW HaATo
60iMocs, HaATO rHiIBAEMOCH, HaATO
3axonneHi cami coboto, i He AaEMO Uin
WeapocCTi rnporauBaTi noyepes Hac y
BCEJIeHHY, A0 iCTOT, SKi pa3oM 3 HaMu
HanNOBHAKTb ii. MU il 6/TOKYEMO HaLLOK
BiAMOBOI 3MiHIOBaTUCb, PO3BMBATUCH,
cTaBaTu Tennmmu Ta nbnsaummn, a He
XOJIOAHUMN Ta BUMOTTIMBUMU YK
Hapikaruymnmun.

Ta, K He AMBHO, MW He 3aBXAu TaKi.
Mu vacTiwe faEMO Ta NPOLLAEMO UMM
Hi. Ta Icyc 3aknMkKae Hac itM we
Janblwe B UbOMy HanpsaMmky! Tak, itm
BCe Janblle Ta pjanblwe, AOKU MU
3MoXeMo 6yTu AicHo pagicHumMu B
TOMY, LLO MW Taku MPOLLAEMO i JAEMO

which is naturally loving,
compassionate and joyful in
generosity. It is not at all unusual
for us to be afraid: what if there will
not be enough to go around? What
if we or those for whom we are
responsible: family, investors, the
staff who work for us - are left
without provision for our, or their,
needs?

Jesus' Parable puts things in
perspective. We can see that this
King Who is so generous - and then
so angry that His generosity is not
imitated - is the Lord of the Universe
Himself. Why it is to Him that we
owe - literally - EVERYTHING!!
Everything we have ever had or will
have - our very lives, our very
existence - all, all derive from Him!
And how much of all that is wasted!
How very frequently we transgress
His laws - not only those which have
been written in the Holy Writings, but
even those that have been engraved
in our hearts - our consciences.

And all these things, right up until
now, have been given freely - and
forgiveness for our transgressions
has also been given freely. Yet we
are too afraid, too angry, too self-
preoccupied, to let this generosity
flow through our being out to the
universe, to our fellow beings. We
stop it up by our refusal to change,
to unfold, to become warm and
loving instead of cold and
demanding or complaining.

The wonder is that we are not
always like that. More often than
not we do give and do forgive. But
Jesus gives the call and the
challenge: go even further! Yes,
further and further, until you can be
positively joyous about forgiving and



- o0cobnmMBO TMM, WO HAc crnpasai
CKpUBAOWMAW | HaBiTb He TroMiyarTb
TOoro, ki 4ynosi gapu bor nepegae€ im
B/S1aCHO no4yepes Hac!

Y MOXXEMO MU ysiBUTKU Te, Wob 6yTu
Taknmn? byTtn nogibHnmn po bora?
J1ob6i Mmoi 6paTtn 1 cectpu, came ao
LbOro 3aksmkae Hac ocnogb. Mu
Ma€EMo cobi ysaBnaTH, wo mm — gk bor,
Haw TBopeLub, i NOCTENEHHO, XBUJIMHA
3a XBWUJIMHOO, C/I0BO 3@ C/IOBOM,
YMHOM 3@ YMHOM , Le 34INCHIoBaTMW.
Ocb ue BUMKINK nogaHum y CeaTi
MepeobpaxeHHs. OCb Le BUKNINK
nogaHunmn y CeaATi YCNeHHs.
Bcenobnsgua, Bcewenpa boxa Maty,
Boropoanus HapewTi ynokoinacs (y
CBIiTi Kazanun 6 «noMepna») i He
nepecrana nNposAB/ATU CBOKO
CNiBYYTNMBICTb Ta WEAPICTb, K Le
BMAIHHA Ta uda IKoHa nokasywTb.

YNOoKOIMOCb KOAUCH i MU. AX TOAi HaL
3eMHUN BUKIMK 3aKIHUMTBLCSA — i
npunmMe Hac Nocnoab Cnaswm, i
oTpuMaemo Bi4 Hboro Haropoay. Yu
6yne Toai BiH BAOBONEHUN HAMU — |
4n pagiTMMe TUMU WeapoTaMu, SKUMMU
3aBXAW Haapinsas Hac? Yu moxe byae
BiH ripko 3acMy4YeHUn HaMu —i SKUR
6yae Bucnig uboro?

Ocb Tenep Tol Yac 3aayMaTucs Hag,
UMMM cripaBaMu. I npuroToBisaTUCS —
NMOKASIHHAM i MPOLLEHHSM.

giving - especially to those who have
truly wronged you and do not even
recognize the marvelous gifts God
gives them through you!

Can we imagine ourselves being like
that? Being like God? Well, my dear
brothers and sisters, that is
precisely what we are called to do.
Imagine ourselves to be like God,
our Creator, and proceed - minute
by minute, word by word, action by
action - to make this a reality. That
is the call of the Transfiguration.
That is also the challenge of the
Dormition. The all-loving, all-
generous Mother of God, the
Theotokos, finally fell asleep (“died”,
as the world would put it), without
failing in Her compassion and
generosity, as the vision and the
Icon show us.

We too shall fall asleep. Then our
earthly challenge shall end - and we
shall be received by the King of
Glory to accept our reward. Will He
be pleased with us - and be glad in
the generosity He has ever shown
us? Or shall we have bitterly
disappointed Him. And what will be
the result of that?

Now is the time to think of these
things. And to prepare - by
repentance and forgiveness.



