COMMENTS ON A MEETING HELD IN TORONTO ON JUNE 2, 2012

A community meeting, to which members of the Eastern Eparchy of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada were invited, took place on June 2, 2012,
in Toronto. It brought together many people from around the area, and even
farther afield, to discuss matters of concern to a significant portion of Ukrainian
Orthodox believers in Canada, triggered by the visit in Canada by leaders of
religious communities in Ukraine, in particular, the Primate of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church Kyivan Patriarchate.

Our Hierarchs, the Consistory and Clergy across Canada welcome all sincere
and genuine efforts to grow and develop our Ukrainian Church in Canada and to
energize our parishes, as we share in our struggle toward spiritual fulfillment and
the salvation of our faithful. There is some concern that this meeting might not
achieve the goal proclaimed by the name of the brotherhood it formed, i.e. the
Revitalization of Ukrainian Orthodoxy in Canada.

A thorough knowledge of the history of our Church in Canada, its unique
organizational structure, its deep roots in our ancestral homeland of Ukraine, and
its decades-long efforts to attain and maintain beneficial and necessary relations
with other Orthodox Churches and the wider Christian world, are essential
foundations for the continual movement toward the relevant, thriving and grace-
filled Church we so much need. While the Toronto meeting attempted to embark
on that important investigation, this excellent opportunity to broaden that
understanding does not seem to have succeeded. Many of these issues are very
complex, with different possible interpretations, and it is important that a diversity
of perspectives be presented to foster a better understanding of them. Some of
the more fundamental challenges facing Ukrainian Orthodoxy in Canada were
not discussed at all.

A clearer, more expansive understanding of our long and complex history may
have resulted in conclusions other than those arrived at by some of the meeting’s
participants, which included the creation of this new brotherhood. Brotherhoods,
(or Bratstva), emerged in Ukraine in the 17th century, not just to ensure that the
voice of the laity (Cossacks, merchants, the nobility and other faithful) was clearly
heard in the Church, but, in fact, to preserve the continuity of the Orthodox
Church, at a time when the Church Hierarchy was either absent or unable to take
its rightful place in the governance of the Kyivan Church. This became a very
powerful movement, which brought about the complete re-formation of the
Orthodox Church in Ukraine - in fact, the creation of a dynamic Church, filled with
energy and commitment. The Bratstvo movement’s development of a system of
conciliar governance (Sobornopravnist’) had a profound and direct role in
shaping the unique identity of the Kyivan Church.

Many observers, Church historians and scholars would argue that the legacy of
the Bratstvo movement forms the ideological basis for the organizational



structure of the present-day Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada. Our Church,
with its own conciliar system of decision-making (Sobornopravnist’), ensures that
the laity is directly involved in its governance. Major issues are discussed and
debated at our Sobors, where lay and Clergy delegates from Parishes across the
country gather together with our Hierarchs to decide upon the fundamental
issues facing our Church, including the election of our Primate and Hierarchs.
The Sobor also elects a Consistory and Presidium, with Lay and Clergy
representation, to work with our Metropolitan to guide and manage our Church in
its day-to-day life.

This system of Church governance, wonderfully oriented on the people of God, is
unique in the Orthodox world (and even among many other traditional Churches).
It is something of which we can be very proud, as it has helped our Church
navigate its way through many troubled waters on the sea of life. And,
incidentally, through the Articles of Agreement signed between our Church and
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, this system, Sobornopravnist’,
has been recognized by ecumenical Orthodoxy as a legitimate form of
governance. This allows our Ukrainian-Canadian Church to potentially influence
the on-going discussion regarding the governance of the Orthodox Church
worldwide, including Ukraine, in a meaningful and direct way.

While no earthly social system can ever be perfect, a process by which informed
and engaged people of good and free will seek to arrive at a consensus will
inevitably produce the best results humans can achieve. This does not mean that
every individual's specific wishes and desires are always accommodated, but we
have learned that the process of subjecting one’s own ego to the collective will,
especially when this is nurtured by prayer, reflection and humility, brings the
greatest personal reward to everyone.

We are confident that the means of revitalizing our Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Canada (and of overcoming the many challenges She faces) are already in the
hands of us all. We have been sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit. We journey
together in a Church which treasures the system of Sobornopravnist’ our Church
founders so wisely established. We are strengthened by our rich Ukrainian
liturgical and spiritual traditions, which are integral components of our Faith and
identity in Canada. It is up to each and every one of us to understand, freely
submit ourselves to, and use these great gifts and treasures to build, grow and
energize our Church for the glory of God and the salvation of our people!

Briefing and Information Team of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Canada



3AYBAI' CTOCOBHO BIYA, LLO BIABYJIOCA Y TOPOHTO 2-N0 YEPBHHA
2012 P.

Y geHb 2-ro YyepBHA 2012 p. B TOpoHTO Bigbynocs Bive, Ha sike Bynn 3anpoLueHi
BipHi CxigHoi €napxii YkpaiHcbkol lNMpaBocnasHoi Llepkeu B KaHagi. Y Hbomy
NPUAHANM y4acCTb YAMANo AOBKOSMLLHIX MoAen, a HaBiTb NPUOYNMN y4acHUKK 3-
aaneka, wob obroBopuTn NUTaHHS BaXnuei Anga 6aratboX yKpaiHCbKNX
npaBocnaBHUX Bipyto4nx KaHagu, Skux BUKNMKaB Bi3UT y KaHagi kepiBHUKIB
penirinHux rpomag B YKpaiHi, a 3okpema lNepuioiepapxa YKpaiHCbKOI
MpaBocnasHoi Llepksu Kniscbkoro NaTtpiapxary.

Hawi lepapxu, KoHcucTtopia i [lyxoBeHcTBO no BCit KaHagi BiTatoTh yCi Wmpi 1
aBTEHTUYHI 3yCuUnns, CNpsiMoBaHi Ha 3picT | pO3BUTOK Hawoi YKpaiHCbKOl Liepksu
B KaHapgi Ta Ha akTuBi3auito Halwmx napadin, y HalwomMy 3MaraHHIO 3a AyXOBHe
BOOCKOHAaNeHHs Ta cnaciHHA HawwuXx BipHUX. Ta € NeBHi 3aHENOKOEHHS TUM, LLO
LS 3yCTpiv Morna He A40CArTM MeTU NPOrosioLeHol im'am bpaTcTBa, sike
cchopmMyBanocs Ha Hin, To6To BigHoBneHHs YkpaiHcbkoro MNMpasocnas'a B KaHagi.

LLnpoke 3HaHHSA icTopii Hawoi Llepkeu B KaHagi, 1T yHiKanbHOI opraHisauinHoi
CTPYKTYpPW, ii rMMBOKMX KOPEHIB Y Hawini npabaTbKiBLLMHI YKpaiHi, Ta Ti
BGaraTtopiyHOro 3ycunnga AOCArHyTN N pO3BMBATU KOPUCHI i HEOBXIOHI 3B'sI3kM 3
iHWuMn MNMpaBocnaBHMK LiepkBamu i unpinmim XpUCTUSIHCbKUM CBITOM -
HeoOXigHi OCHOBM AN1S A4anbLUOro NOCTIMHOrO NOCYBaHHS CNpaBu TBOPEHHS
peneBaHTHOI, NpoLBiTato4oi i GnarogatHoi Llepksu, sika Ham Tak noTpibHa. Xou
Hapaga B TOpOHTO Hamaranacs NpUCTynnTN 4O LibOro BaXXNIMBOTO
po3cnigyBaHHSA, L0 YyJ0BY Harogy po3LnpuUTH CBOE 3PO3YMIHHSA Taku, 30a€TbCs,
He Baanocs. baraTto 3 Unx NnTaHb - gyXXe CKnagHi, 3 PiSHUMU MOXNUBUMMU
iHTepnpeTauisimu, i IXx KoHe4YHo Tpeba NpeacTaBNATY 3 Pi3HMX KyTiB 30pYy, W06
Kpalle 3po3ymiTu. A gesiki 3 HanbinbLw yHaaMmeHTanbHUX npobnem, Wo cTosaTb
nepeq YkpaiHcbknm NpaBocnas'am y KaHaai Takm He obroBoptoBanucs B3arani.

YiTkKiwe, wnpLie po3yMiHHA HALIOT LOBrOI i CKIagHOoT iCTOpIi, MOXNNBO, NPU3BESIO
6 40 BUCHOBKIB BIOMIHHUX TUX, LLO X NPUARHANN OESKi YH4aCHUKN 3yCTpidi, a Mix
HUMU N caMe CTBOPEHHSI HoBOro 6patcTea. bpartcTsa 3'aBunucs B YkpaiHy B 17-
My CTORNITTi, Ta He TiNbkn ANs Toro, wob ronoc MupsH (ko3akis, Kynuis, ABOPSH
Ta iHWNX BipHMX) ACHO no4dynu B Llepksi, ane, Hacnpasgi, Wwob 36epertu
6e3nepepsHicTb NMpaBocnaBHoi Liepksu, B TOM Yac, KOnu LIepKoBHi lepapxu Gynu
abo BiagcyTHi, abo He B 3MO3i 3anHATK rigHe Micue B ynpaBsriHHi KNiBCbKOI
Mutpononii. Ctano ue gyxe noTy>XHUM pyXoM, Lo NpU3BIB 40 NOBHOIO
nepedgopmMysaHHs NpaBocnasHOI Liepksu B YkpaiHi - Hacnpasgi, CTBOPEHHS
AnHamivHol LiepkBn, HanoBHeHOT eHeprieto | nocBATo. OopmneHHs
BpaTcbkum pyxom cuctemmn cobopHoro ynpasniHHA (CobopHonpaBHOCTI)
Bigirpano BupiwanbHy i 6e3nocepenHto ponb y PopmMyBaHHi YHIKanbHOI
ineHTn4yHocTi Kniscbkoi Llepksu.

BaraTo cnocTepiradyiB, LLEpPKOBHUX iCTOPUKIB Ta BYEHUX CTBEPLKYIOTb, LLO
cnagwmHa bpaTtcbkoro pyxy gana igeonoriyHy OCHOBY OpraHi3auinHol CTPYKTYpu
cydacHoi YkpaiHcbkoi [NpasocnasHol Liepkeu B KaHagi. Hawa Llepksa, 3i CBO€O
coBOpHOIO cUCTEMOK NPUIHATTS pileHb (CobopHONpaBHICTIO) rapaHTye



6esnocepegHto yyactb MupsH y ii ynpasniHHi. OCHOBHI NUTaHHS pO3rnsgalnTbes
i obroBoptotoTbCs Ha Hawmnx Cobopax, ae generatn - MupsiHu n [lyxoBeHCTBO -
Mapadiv no BCin KpaiHi 3dMpatoTbCa pa3om 3 HawmmMn lepapxamu, Wwob piwatm
OCHOBHI Npobnemu, WO CToATb Nepen Hawot Llepkeoto, B TOMY Yncni obpaHHsA
Haworo lNMepuwoiepapxa Ta lepapxie. Cobop Takox obupae KoHcuctopito i ii
Mpe3ngito 3 npeacrasHMuTBOM MupsH i [lyxoBeHCTBa, Wo6 npauoBaT 3 HaLWMM
MnTpononuTom Haz KepiBHULUTBOM i yripasniHHAM Hawwoi Llepksu B il LogeHHOMY
KUTTI.

Lia Hapg3Bu4anHo opieHTOBaHa Ha Hapop boxuin cuctema LepKoBHOroO
ynpaBniHHS He Mae aHarnoris B [lpaBocnaBHOMY CBITi (i HaBiTb cepepn baraTbox
iHWKnX TpaguuinHux Llepkos). Lle wock Take, Y4M MY MOXEMO NULIaTUCS, TOMY
Lo ue gano 3amory Hawiv Llepksi nepennmeTu Yepes Barato HECNOKIMHMX BOA, Ha
Mopi XUTTA. |, Ao pedi, 3a cTaTTamu Yroawn, nignucaHol Mk Hawwoto Llepksoto Ta
BceneHcbkum KoHCcTaHTUHONOMNBLCLKMM [aTpiapxaTtom, us cuctema
CobopHonpaBHocTi 6yna Bu3HaHa BceneHcbkum NpaBocnas'am 3aKOHHOKO
dopmoto npasniHHA. Lle nae amory Hawlin kaHaacbkin YkpaiHcbkin Llepksi
NOTEHLINHO NOBAXHO 1 NPSAMO BMNMBATU HA NOTOYHI 0OroBOPEHHS WOA0
KepiBHuUTBa [MpaBocnasBHoOi LiepkBn No BCbOMY CBITY, BKtOYaoum B YKpaiHi.

Xova Hisika 3eMHa coLjianbHa cucTtemMa Hikonm He Moxe B6yTn [OCKOHano, TO
npouec, aknum godpe noiHopmaHi n BigaaHi nogm aobpoi i ceobigHoT BONi
HamMararTbCs OCArHYTU KOHCEHCYC, HEMUHYYe NMPUHOCUTL HarKpaLli pe3yrnbTaTu,
AKUX TiNbKN MOXYTb N0AN JOCATHYTU. Lle He o3Havae, WO KOHKPeTHI nobaxaHHs
KOXHOI MI0OUHU 3aBXaN 34INCHATLCS, ane My nepekoHanucs y Tomy, Wo npouec
NiAKOPEHHS BNACHOro «A» KONEKTUBHIM BOSi, 0COBMMBO SKLLO MOro NiACUNIOTb
MOMUTBA, OCMUCIIEHHS i CMUPEHHICTb, MPUHOCUTb KOXXHOMY HanbinbLLy ocobucTy
Haropoay.

Mwn BneBHeHi, Wo 3acobun NoXxBaBneHHS HaLOoi YKpaiHCcbkoi [MpaBocnaBHoOI
Llepksn KaHagm (i nogonaHHs 6aratbox npobnem, 3 skKuMn BOHA CTUKAETLCS) -
y>Ke B pyKax KOXHOro 3 Hac. Ha Hac nevatb gapy Ceatoro [lyxa. Mu - cninbHi
nogopoXHi B Llepksi, sika LiHye ckapb cuctemm CoBOpHOMPaBHOCTI, SIKOro Tak
MyApO BCTAHOBMMM HaLi 3aCHOBHUKN. My 3MiLHAEMOCA BaraTCTBOM YKpPaiHCbKMX
NITYPrinHUX Ta OYXOBHUX Tpaguuin, siKi € HEBIQ'€EMHUM CKnagHMKOM Halwol Bipu
Ta ineHTnyHocTi B KaHagi. Ha koXXHOMY 3 Hac nexuTb BignosigarnbHICTb
3p03yMiTi, cBOBIOHO NIQYNMHUTUCS, | BXXMBATK Li BENUKI Aapwu Ta ckapbu, wob
6yaoyBaTu, po3BuBaTU Ta aKkTMBiI3yBaTN Hawy LiepkBy Ha cnaBy Boxy i cnaciHHS
Haluoro Hapogay!

KomaHnpa 6picpiHr Ta iHcpopmauii YkpaiHcbkoi NMpaBocnaBHoi LlepkBu B
Kanapi



