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CnomuH sienieHHs1 Ha Hebi
Xpecma N'ocnodHbo20 Had
€Epycanumom (351)

Commemoration of the
Apparition of the Sign of the
Cross over Jerusalem (351)

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«lMpeunctTum Xpect 3acasB Ha 3emni,
6nucta4m cnaBolo, Bugaloim cBoi
npomeHi BUCOKO Hap Heb6ecamum, 60 X BiH
BiakpuB He6o0, sike B AaBHUHI Oyno
3akpurTo..." (Tponap))

Ha 20-ro TpaBHg 3a ["puUropiaHcbkum
Kanengapem (Bignosigae 7-My TpaBHs 3a
tOniaHCbkMM) MY Big3HaYaemMo Bpaxatrouy,
Yy[eCHy Nnogaito, LWo cTanacy B €pycanumi B
LIEN OEHb, KN BUSIBUBCS
M'aTngecatHuueto, B 351-my p. 3a gesikumm
JaHUMW, XuUTeni micta Ha3mBatoTb MOro
«OeHb, Konun Hebo 3aropinocsa». (IcHye
LLIOpiYHE OMBO BOrHIO, sike BiAbyBaeTbCs B
€pycanumi, K M1 Nob6aunmo HmK4Ye).
Mpn6nm3Ho o 9:00 roa. paHKy B Len AeHb
BENU4YEe3HNN XpecT 3'aBnBcA B HEDI Hag

“The spotless Cross dawned on the
earth, bright with splendour, making
its rays shine above in the heavens;
for it had opened Heaven, which was
shut of old...” (Apolytikion)

On May 20 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is May 7 on the Julian)
we commemorate a startling, miraculous
event which occurred in Jerusalem on that
day, which happened to be Pentecost, in
the year 351. According to some sources,
the people of the city called it “the day the
sky caught fire”. (There is an annual
miracle of fire which occurs in Jerusalem,
as we shall see below). At about 9:00 a.m.
on that day a huge cross appeared in the
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Ceatmm Mictom, wo Tardyscs Big Monrodw,
Micusa Po3n'atTa Mocnoaa Haworo, 4o ropu
OnuBHOI - Ha BiagcTaHi binbLue 8 Kwm.

Yy[o 3anncyoTb | A3MYHNLBKI i
XPUCTUSHCBKI ICTOPUKN TOrO Yacy,
nocunar4mcb Ha po3anosigb lNaTpiapxa
Epycanumy, Cs. Knpuna, KOTpui CryxmB y
TOMY HaA3BMYaNHO BaXXNUBOMY MOCTI Bif
350 go 386 pp. KoxeH Bik Mae cBoi
ocobnuei 3aBaaHHA. Ta ue 6yB ocobnmeo
Baxkkui Yyac gna Llepksun XpucToBol.

Mepwwn BeeneHcbknin Cobop,
CKMNKaHW pUMCbKUM imnepaTopom, CB.
PisHoanoctonbHnM KOCTAHTUHOM, B 325-Mmy
p. HEABO3HAYHO NiATBEPAMB NpaBoOCraBHe
BYeHHs npo Nocnoga 1 Cnaca Haworo
Icyca Xpucta, «bora ictmHHoro Big bora
iCTUHHOrO, POXOEHOro, He COTBOPEHOTO,
ogHoicTtoTHoro 3 OTuem ...». Ta B3sano
OEecATUNITTA, Wob Le BYEHHS, WO Mae
BUpiLlanbHe 3HavyeHHs ans Bipu, noBHicTIO
nepemorno B Llepksi. BueHHs CBsiLLeHUKa
Onekcangpivicekoro, Apis, wo Icyc 6ys
nuuwe HamesuWMM BOXUM CTBOPIHHAM, SKe
3acyave Ton Cobop Taku gani nigTpumysas
cuH KocTtaHTuHa, KoHcTaHuin, Wwo npasme
CXiQHOK YaCTMHOM iMnepii (iHWi ABa CUHK
imnepartopa, KoHcTaHT i KocTaHTuH I, ki
npaBunun Ha 3axogij, i aki 6ynu BipHi
lMpaBocnaBHOMY BYEHHIO, Oynu BOUTI B
6o0sx) i 6barato €numckonis. Taknm YMHOM,
npaBoCriaBHe BYEHHS, Take JOPOroLiHHE i
XnsoTteopsLle, wo Icyc € pyra Ocoba
MpeceaTtoi Tpinui, wo B Cobi eaHae
noackKicTb | BoxxecTBo, BTiNOE 6€300HHY
nto6os bora o CBOro TBOPiHHS, i
BidKpmBae Wnax go 3'egHaHHs 3 borom
Woro nroacbkux aiten, Oyno B BenuKin
HebGe3sneuyi, Wwo dyae BOHO BTpayeHe.

Konu Kupuno ctaBs HacTynHuKom
Makcuma lll, ak Apxiennckon
€pycanMMCcbkui, BiH MaB ckrnagHy 3agady
BUPaXeHHs i 3axucty lNpasocnas'sa y

sky above the Holy City, stretching from
Golgotha, the place of the Crucifixion of
our Lord, to the Mount of Olives — a
distance of more that 8 kilometers.

The miracle is recorded by pagan
as well as Christian historians of the time,
citing the account of the Patriarch of
Jerusalem, St. Cyril, who served in that
most important post from 350 to 386.
Every age has its particular challenges.
This was a particularly difficult time for the
Church of Christ.

The First Ecumenical Council,
convened by the Roman Emperor, Holy
Equal-to-the-Apostles Constantine, in 325,
had decisively affirmed the Orthodox
teaching that our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, is “true God of true God, begotten,
not made, of one essence with the
Father....” Yet it would take decades
before this teaching, so crucial to the
Faith, would be fully victorious in the
Church. The teaching of the Alexandrian
Priest, Arius, that Jesus was but the
foremost of God’s creatures, condemned
by that Council, continued to be held by
Constantine’s son, Constantius, who ruled
the eastern part of the Empire (the
Emperor’s other two sons, Constans and
Constantine I, who ruled in the west, and
who held true to the Orthodox teaching,
were both killed in battles) and by many
Bishops. Thus, the Orthodox teaching, so
precious and life-giving, that Jesus is the
Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity,
joining humanity and divinity in His
Person, incarnating the fathomless love of
God for His creation, and opening the way
for union with God by His human children,
was in great danger of being lost.

When Cyril succeeded Maximus IlI
as Archbishop of Jerusalem he had the
difficult task of expressing and protecting




HepiBHOMY 6ot0. Lis poanoBigb
(aHrnincbKoo MOBOIO) YyIOBO OMUCYE Te, AK
nossa Xpecta Hag Ceatum Mictom
3MiLHUNIA 1 yTBEPAUIA NOro B MOro
3maraHHo: OCb TYT. byayyu Hag3sMyanHo
HaTXHEHHUM LIMM YyAOM, SKOro 6aumnu i
SKUM 3aX0NoBanucs BCi XuTesni mMicTa i
noro okonuub, Ce. Knpuno Hanncas cBin
«JlucT go imnepaTtopa KoHcTaHuist», 9k
36epircs 4o Haworo Yacy. BiH po3nosis npo
LII0 Bpakatouy nogito i 3aBepLUmB BUCITOBOM
OaxaHHs1, Wwob imnepaTop «3aBXxau
npocnaense Ceaty OgHoicToTHY Tponu,i".

Uyno nobaunna apmia KoHcTaHuis,
sika, CKrlagatyinch roroBHO 3 XpUCTUSIH,
oTpUMana BenuKy 3aoxoTy Big Hboro. Moro
TakoX nobauunnm Biicbka MOro CyrnepHuKa,
MarHeHLuis, i, cknagar4ymcb rofoBHUM
YMHOM 3 3a0000HHUMX ABNYHMKIB, OyXKe
BXaxHynacs Big Hboro. barato ApiaH
NPUALLNK 0O NEPEKOHAHHS, L0 BOHO Byno
Bignoeiaato Ha MonuTteu CB. Knpuna i
nosepHynucsa go Npasocnas'a. barato
€BpeIB i A3NYHUKIB, | NpuAWNKn B Llepkay
Oyayuun BpaxkeHi umm Yygom. Asue
TpuMBarno NpoTArom KinbKox roguH - Aeski
KaXkyTb, LLIO NPOTAroM AEKiNbKOX AHIB.
Becenka, ska nosBunacs HaBkono Xpecra
po3rnagacTbes, K 3Hak boxoro cniBuyTTS |
Murocepas. AsuLie TakoX Haragye «3Hak
CwuHa JltoacbKoro» npo sikoro naeTbcsi B
€aHrenii Big Matsis 24:30, wo nonerwye
ysiBUTW 1 BipuTU B [lpyre npuwecTts
ocnopa B cnasi, Ak i 6yno NposiweHo B
AeHb Voro Bo3HeciHHS.

MpuxunbHWKK KOniaHcbKoro
KaneHgapsi, ocobnmeo 3 kpaiH, uni Llepksu
NPUAHANKN «MogundikoBaHun KoniaHCLKMI
KaneHgap» (BHaCmigoK Yoro ix HepyxoMi
CasaTa 36iratotbca 3i CBaTamu 3a
["puropiaHcbkMM KaneHgapem), NoB'asyoTb
uto MNossy B 351-My p., 3 Tieto, Aka mana
micue B AdviHax o rog. 11:30 Bevopa B

Orthodoxy against formidable odds. This
beautiful story describes how the
apparition of the Cross over the Holy City
strengthened and affirmed him in his
struggle: click here. Wonderfully inspired
by this miracle, which was seen and
marveled at by all the people of the city
and its surroundings, St. Cyril wrote his
Letter to the Emperor Constantius, which
has survived to our time. He described the
startling event and concluded with the
wish that the Emperor might “always
glorify the holy and consubstantial Trinity”.

The miracle was observed by the
armies of Constantius, who, being
Christian, derived great encouragement
from it. It was also seen by the armies of
his rival, Magnentius, who, being mostly
superstitious pagans, were terrified by it.
Many Arians came to believe it was an
answer to St. Cyril’'s prayers and turned to
Orthodoxy. Many Jews and pagans also
came into the Church upon being touched
by this miracle. The apparition continued
for hours — some say for days. The
rainbow which appeared around the Cross
was seen as a sign of God’s compassion
and mercy. The Apparition also recalled
the “Sign of the Son of Man” spoken of in
the Gospel of Matthew 24:30, making it
easier to imagine and believe in the Lord’s
Second Coming in glory, as foretold on
the day of His Ascension.

Adherents of the Julian Calendar,
particularly those of nations whose
Churches have adopted the “modified
Julian Calendar” (which makes their
immovable Feast days coincide with the
Gregorian Calendar), link this Apparition
of 351, with one which occurred in Athens
at 11:30 p.m. in 1925 on September 14 on
the Gregorian Calendar - which
corresponds to September 1 on the Julian,
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1925-my p., Ha 14-ro BepecHd 3a
["puropiaHCbKMM KaneHgapem - Lo
Bignosigae 1-My BepecHs 3a toniaHCbKUM, Y
TOWM OeHb, KONW nocnigoBHUKN KOniaHcbkoro
KaneHngaps BigsHayaloTb CBATO
BCECBITHbOro Bo3gsumxeHHsA
YKneotBopsioro Xpecta. BoHu TBepaaTh,
wo us lNMosiBa, sika TpuBana nie roguHun,
nigTeepanna NpaBuibHICTb CBATKYBAHHS 3a
KOniaHCcbkMM KaneHaapem.

BinbyBaeTbces, sik MU Bxe
BiA3Ha4anu BuLle, LWOpiYHa YygecHa nogia
B €pycanumi, nos'asaHa 3 BorHem. Lle -
CMOHTaHHE 3anantoBaHHs CBIYOK Y XpaMi
Ceartoro BockpeceHHs (skoro HasuaroTb
kaTtonukmn Xpamom [poba NocnogHboro)
HanepegoaHi npasocnasHoro CeATa
BockpeceHHs, BennkogHsi. Ocb Bigeo,
po3miwieHe Ha Youtube nogii, sika ctanaca
14-ro kBiTHA ([MpaBocnaBHa CTtpacHa
Cybota) 2012-ro p.: OCb TVYT.

Yyna - He gns Toro, wob gosectun
Lo 3aBrogHo. BoHu - 3Hakn nobosi Ta
yBarn bora o CBoix giten i CTBOpPiHHA.
Mwu BiNbHi iHTEprpeTyBaTH iX 3HAYEHHS.
Mwu HaBiTb BiflbHi BiAKMAATN HUX — a
HaBiTb 3anepedyBaTn iX abo AKOCb iHaKLe
MOSICHIOBATU Te, WO MU Bbaunnu, wob He
3BYy4asno BOHO, K 4yyno. Bipa He moxe
6yTn BUMyLWeHoOw. [Nng TUX 3 Hac, AKi
X04uyTb N06UTN N wykaTtn Focnoga, Akumn
weapo woaHs obaapoBye Hac 6e3nivyio
o3Hak CBoei ntobosi 1 TypboTn Npo Hac,
Le 4yyno, Haguxae M CNoHYKY€E Hac
nparHyT¥ cTaBaTu WoOpa3 CBITAIWWUMHU
A3epkanamu uiei nbosi n Typbotn npo
BCi Moro TBOpiHHSA.

and is the day that followers of the Julian
Calendar celebrate the Feast of the
Universal Exaltation of the Life-giving
Cross. They claim that that particular
Apparition, which lasted for a half hour,
confirmed the appropriateness of
observing the Julian Calendar.

There is, as we have noted above,
an annual miraculous event in Jerusalem
associated with fire. It is the spontaneous
lighting of candles in the Church of the
Holy Resurrection (called the Church of
the Holy Sepulcher by Roman Catholics)
on the eve of the Orthodox Feast of the
Resurrection, Pascha. Here is a video
posted on Youtube of the event which
occurred on April 14 (Orthodox Holy
Saturday), 2012: click here.

Miracles are not intended to
prove anything. They are Signs of God’s
loving attention to His children and
creation. We are free to interpret their
significance. We are even free to reject
them — even deny or explain away what
we have seen. Faith cannot be forced or
constrained. For those of us who choose
to love and seek the Lord, Who daily
showers us with a multitude of signs of His
love and care for us, these miracle inspire
and spur us on to seek to be ever clearer
mirrors of that love and care for all of His
creation.
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