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20-ta Hepina no
MN'aTnpecaTHuui: YBinaiMmo
B Lle HenpuBiTHe Micue.

20th Sunday after
Pentecost:
Let us enter into this
uninviting place.

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
ikutash@gmail.com

€saHrenia (Jlykm 6:31-36) 3aoxo4ye
Hac yBiNTWU B NOXMYype N HENPUBITHE
Micue B cBOin ayuwi. Lle Te Micue, 3
SIKOr0 BUXOAATb NOYYTTH HEHaBUCTI Ta
»xagobwu nomctm Ta Hacunnsa. Focnoab
3anpoLye Hac 3anTn 3 HUM y ue
Micle, KON KaXke HaM, WO MM MOBUHHI
nobuTtn CBOIX BOPOriB i pobuTHn imM
nobpo. Lle ayxe Baxka cnpasa, 4o
AKOol BiH Hac 3aknunkae. Tak
BiAHOCUTUCS HaBIiTb A0 TUX, SAKi
BUMHUNN SKYCb KPUBAY HaM 0CobuCTo
[OCTaTHbO BaXkKo. Ane BiH HacTaBnse
HaC YNMHUTU LWOCb HaBITb Bax4e.

€ X BUMHKWN AesAKUX N0AeNn, Wo Taki
31, TaKi XaxJnBi, WO iX NPOCTUTH
Haye 6 To — npocTto HeMoxnuBo! Ocb

In Gospel (Luke 6:31-36) we are
encouraged to enter into a part of
our soul which is dark and
uninviting. It is the place whence
come the feelings of hatred, of the
thirst for vengeance, for violence.
Our Lord invites us to enter it
together with Him, when He tells us
to love our enemies and to do good
to them. It is a very hard thing He is
asking us to do. It is hard enough to
act in this way to those who have
done us some personal wrongs. But
it gets even harder.

There are actions committed by
people that are so evil, so horrible
that it seems to be impossible to
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Hanpuknaa FonoaomMop-reHouma, SAKOro
cnpuyrHUM B YKpaiHi B 1932-33 pp.
Mocvn CraniH i ioro areHTu, B SIKOMy
MifIbMOHM NOAEN 3arnHYIN B TaKUX
MyKaX, LLO iX BaXkko cobi yssutn. (Mu
MOMICTUAN TYT IKOHY, AKY CrieuissibHO
Hanucanwu 4ns Bia3HayYeHHS Luboro
FonogoMopy, B K AHrenun TpuMaroTb
AyLWi TMX, WO B HbOMY nornbnm). Ti xaxu,
6yBano, AesaKnX Naen LWTOBXHY/IN Ha
HENMOBIPHI BUMHKM, W06 BUXUTK abo
TOMY, WO BOHM 3iwnu 3 yma. lNMpo ue
Hanwucana JliogMuna bepexko B CBOEMY
T80pi The Parcel from Chicken
Street and Other Stories («[lakyHok
3 Kypsayoi Bynuui Ta iHLWi
onosigaHHa»). Abo MoxHa 6 3ragatu
3BipCcTBa HaUMCTIB, UM B PyaHai un B
BocHii. Ak ke MOXxHa nbutn noaen,
SKi YMHWAKM Taki 3BipcTBa — Hi! agina
ripwi 4umMm 3BipcTBa?!

Ha nouyatky Takm Mycumo piwy4de
3a8BUTU, WO He MoXe byTu 1
nnTaHHA, wob 3anepedyBaT ymn
MPUMEHLLYBATU XaX/IUBICTb TUX
BUMHKIB, AKMX TBOpWIA NOACbKA
3no06a. A KOXHe Aino Mae i cBoi
Hacnigku. 3BipCcTBa, BUMHEHI NHOABMY,
SAKi Biggann CBOK BOJIIO NMOTBOpaM, WO
npobyBatoTb Yy iXHiX ymax (Ta v
cepusax)ym B NpoBigHMKAX AEAKUX
YPAAIB YN MOMITUYHUX YU
KOH(EeCIMHNX rpyn, MakTb NOMIX
CBOIMM HacnigkamMm n Te, Wo Ti
XKEpPTBMU, AKi BUXKMIN — 4M 1 Ti, WO
NMepexunn Unx XXepTs — Ha3aBiKAn
MO3Ha4YeHi TUM, WO BOHW MepeHecnu.
€ MOX/MBICTb, LLO BOHW HIKOMN He
nepecrtaHyTb MparHyT¥ NOMCTU 4
CrnpaBeasIMBOCTI AOKN XUTUMYTb.

MpOCTO HEMOXIMBO NEPENTU LBUAKO
Bii NOYYTTS HECTEPMHOIrO TiJIECHOIO 4Mn
aywesHoro 6onto go 6axaHHSA
npocTutTn 1 nobutn. Konn 6 i Bnpiwms
XTO-Hebyab Tak YNHUTU — TOBTO
HaMaraTucs CNoOBHIOBATU XpUCTOBY

forgive them. For example we can
mention the Holodomor-Genocide
perpetrated in Ukraine in 1932-33
by Joseph Stalin and his agents, in
which millions of people died in the
worse way imaginable. (We have
reproduced an Icon of the Mother of
God especially written to
commemorate this Holodomor, in
which Angels hold the souls which
perished in it). In the midst of this
horror some people were pushed to
do unspeakable things to survive or
because their mind went off the
rails. Ludmilla Bereshko writes about
this in her book The Parcel from
Chicken Street and Other
Stories. Or we can think about the
atrocities done by the Nazis or in
Rwanda or Bosnia. How is it possible
to love people who committed such
beastly - no, worse than beastly
things?!

To begin with we must say very
firmly that it can never be a
guestion of denying or minimizing
the horror of acts done by human
malice. For every action there are
consequences. The atrocities
perpetrated by people who yielded
their wills to the murderous
monsters in their own heads (and
hearts) or in those at the helm of
certain governments or political or
religious groups, have among their
consequence the fact that those
victims who survived - or those who
later survived the victims who
survived - are forever marked by
what they endured. As long as they
live they may never stop thirsting
for vengeance or justice.

It is simply impossible to pass
quickly from the feeling of
excruciating physical or emotional
pain to the desire to forgive and to



3anoBiAb Y TaKMxX CTPaLLIHO BaXKKMX
obctaBMHax — ue He 6yna 6 cnpasoto,
wo morna 6 Biabytnucs yepes muthb. Lle
6 BMMarano NoCTynoBui npouec
3pOCTaHHA 1 y340poBneHHs. I npouec
TOon 6yB 61 N KOWTOBHUM. Ti, XTO
CKOPO ¥ NIerko KaxkyTb, LLO BOHMU
nbnaTtb ycix, HaneBHO Haj UUM He
npusagymanuncs i 6inbw 4mm
npaBaonoAibHoO He HaCTINbKM HewacHi,
wob 6yTn rMnmboko nopaHeHUMHU
SAKMMCb CTpaXKAaHHSM.

Ta Icyc Takm 3aK/IMKa€E Hac
NyCTUTUCS Ha Takumi npouec. BiH
3aKJ/INKAE HAC He 3a40BiNIbHATUCSA TUM,
wo6 ntobutn nuwe Tnx, SKi Hac
nobnaTtb. BiH 3aKInKae Hac yBiNTK B
NOXMYpi Micua HaWMX paH i MyK, Wob
3HAUTW WNSX 40 3pO3YMiHHA Ta
CNpunHATTA iX. LLo6 3HanTn HoBe
3pO3YMiHHS 3/1a, WO 4YaTyE B
NIACbKNX cepusax (a 3okpema B
Hawwux!), wob 3Mornu Mn BUIATK 3
TOro0 MMHYNOro, B AKOMY TaKi 3BipCTBa
TBOPWAUCSA, N YBINTU B ManbyTHE, sKe
6yae 30BCiM BiAMIHHUM Big MUHYOrO.

Lle npouec Bumarae sigsaru, Hagii Ta
noboBi. MM MOXXeMOo 3HaWUTHK Ui
yecHoTu B Icyci, B XUTTI
HabnnxeHoMy Ao Hboro, yepes
MonuTtey, Ta Yepes TBOpYY yBary Ao
Moro HaBuaHb Ta Toro, K ix
YyTiSIIOBATU y HALIOMY XWUTTi Ta B CBITi,
WO AO0BKOJ1A HAac. Y cynpoBoai uboro
BMHaXiaANMBOIro Ta BCE3Ha4oro
CniBnogopoxHboro, Nocnoaa Icyca i
Moro C.. [lyxa, yBiiiAiMO B HENPUBITHE
Micue B Hawin Aywi, wob MoxHa Takm
3HANTWU NiKK.

love. If one were to choose to do so
- to try to follow the commandment
of Christ in such a desperately
difficult situation - it would most
definitely not be instantaneous. It
would require a gradual process of
growing and healing. And it would
be costly. One who can say quickly
and easily that he or she loves
everyone has certainly not reflected
upon the matter a great deal, and
most likely has not been so
unfortunate as to be deeply touched
by suffering.

Yet Jesus does invite us to enter
into this process. He encourages us
to not content ourselves with loving
only those who love us. He calls us
to enter into the darkness and
shadows of our wounds and
torments and to find a way to
understand and accept them. To find
a new understanding of the evil that
lurks in human hearts (and
especially in our own hearts!), so
that we can emerge from the past
where atrocities were done and
enter into a future that can be
completely different from that past.

The process requires courage, hope
and faith. We can find these things
in Jesus, in a life close to Him,
through prayer and through
imaginative attention to His
teachings and the way they can be
worked out in our lives and in the
world around us. Accompanied by
this resourceful and all-
knowledgeable fellow Voyager, the
Lord Jesus and His Holy Spirit, let us
enter into this uninviting place in
our souls to find healing.



