
In Praise of the "New Eve" — 
 

The Mother of God  and 
the Dignity of Women 
 

For a tragically long time, men have 
neglected, exploited and abused women 
using the excuse that it was Eve who 
caused the Fall, and therefore, the 
“daughters of Eve” "have it coming to 
them". Such a line of reasoning is not only 
abominable but also runs contrary to some 
of the fundamental tenets of our Holy Or-
thodox Faith. 

First of all, Orthodoxy maintains that 
no one is guilty of a sin except the person 
who committed it. For example, in the Or-
thodox Church we do not accept the west-
ern teaching that baptism is a cleansing of 
the guilt of the Original Sin, since only 
those who committed the Original Sin can 
be guilty of it. [It is our teaching that bap-
tism is a liberation from the consequence 
of the Original Sin – the tyranny of death 
and sin in the world]. Therefore, no one is 
guilty of Eve's sin but Eve. 

Secondly, we must keep in mind that 
Adam and Eve together represent the full-
ness of humanity. The Fall was not caused 
by Eve sinning, but by both Adam and 
Eve sinning. In fact, the fathers point out 
that it was not even Adam and Eve sin-

ning that caused the Fall; rather, their com-
mon unwillingness to take responsibility for 
their actions – that is, their unwillingness to 
repent – is what closes the gates of paradise 
on them. Adam and Eve eat the fruit of the 
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, 
and God asks them, "What happened?" 
Here, He gave them an opportunity to repent 
and ask for forgiveness for their transgres-
sion; instead, Adam blames Eve, and Eve 
blames the serpent. It is by Adam and Eve 
both being unwilling to take responsibility 
for their choice to transgress God’s sole 
commandment in Paradise that we end up in 
the chaos of this world. 
 

The third point to be made against the 
“Eve-was-bad-therefore-all-women-are-
bad” philosophy is that Eve is not the end of 
the spiritual legacy of “womankind”. In Or-
thodoxy we teach that, as Christ is the “New 
Adam”, Mary, the Mother of God is the 
“New Eve”. In the same way that sin and 
death come into the world by the rebellion 
of both man and woman; sin and death are 
overcome in the world by the faithfulness of 

both man and woman. Thus, the hymns of 
the feast of the Annunciation speak of this 
holy day being the “beginning of our sal-
vation. [Tropar of the Feast] It is by Mary 
willingly accepting her Divine calling to 
be the mother of the Messiah that the Peo-
ple of God see the gates of Paradise open-
ing for them again – this is also the very 
reason that the icon of the Annunciation is 
on the Royal Doors of the iconostas. 

If women are daughters of the first 
Eve [the first person to rebel against God], 
then they are also daughters of the Second 
Eve [the person in all of human history 
who is the greatest example of dedication 
to God]. In the spirit of the second Eve, 
we honour many women Saints as role 

“In Orthodoxy we teach that, as 
Christ is the ‘New Adam‘, Mary, 

the Mother of God is the ‘New 
Eve‘… If women are daughters of 

the first Eve, then they are also 
daughters of the Second Eve” 

“Adam and Eve together represent the 
fullness of humanity. The Fall was not 

caused by Eve sinning, but by both 
Adam and Eve sinning.” 

“In the spirit of the second Eve, we 
honour many women Saints as role 
models of Christian service to the 
Lord – role models for all people, 

women and men alike.” 



models of Christian service to the 
Lord – role models for all people, 
women and men alike. 

Through the prayers of the most-
holy Mother of God, of St. Mary 
Magdalene and the other myrrh-
bearing women, of St. Photini, the 
Samaritan woman at the well, of St. 
Thecla the first woman martyr, of 
the holy women martyrs Barbara, 
Kyriaki, Euphemia, Paraskevia, 
Catherine, and all the women mar-
tyrs, of our venerable mothers 
Taisia, Pelagia, Theodosia, 
Anastasia, Eupraxia, Fevronia, 
Theodulia, Euphosinia, Mary of 
Egypt, and all the holy women mon-
astics, of the Holy Empress Helena 
of Constantinople, the Holy Great 
Kniahynia Ol’ha of Kyivan Rus’, the 
Holy Princess Juliana of Olshanks, 
along with all the holy royal women, 
and of all our holy mothers in the 
faith, may our Lord Jesus Christ 
make us all dedicated servants to His 
Holy Will, loving and respecting all 
people, men and women alike, and 
may He have mercy on us and save 
us, for He is Good and the Friend of 
all Mankind. 

 

A Prayer to the Mother of God 

Accept from us your unworthy 
servants, O Lady all-powerful for 
good — immaculate and sovereign 
Mother of God, these honorable 
gifts, which can be offered only to 
you, who are the one chosen out of 
all generations, and who has be-
come higher than all creation, heav-
enly and earthly. For through you the 
Lord of Powers was with us, and 
through you we came to know the 
Son of God, and were granted His 
holy Body and most pure Blood. 
Therefore you are blessed by all 
generations, the Favored-one of 
God, more radiant than the Cheru-
bim, and more honorable than the 
Seraphim. And now, O all-hymned 
Lady — most holy Theotokos, cease 
not to pray for us, your unworthy 
servants, to be delivered from every 
subtle snare of the evil one, and 
from all besetting sins, and preserve 
us unharmed from every poisonous 
temptation of the devil. But preserve 
us to the end uncondemned by your 
prayers. For saved by your help and 
protection, we send up glory, praise, 
thanksgiving and adoration for all, to 
the One God, in Trinity and Creator 
of all, now and ever, and unto the 
ages of ages. Amen. 

— from the Canon of Supplication 
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