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«LlepkBa Boxa B l'oTii ... ycim
XpuctusiHam Llepksu lNpaBocnaBHOi
NPOXMBaKOYUM NOMIX Hapoaamm
BCJIEHHOI: HeXan MOMHOXYETbCS
MUnicTb, Mup i No6oB OTuUA | Hawworo
Focnopa Icyca Xpucta» [CB. AumuTpin
PocToBcbkun HaBogsaum lNMocnaHHA, Ake
npunucye €nuckony Acxornito
ConyHcbkomy B JKummiro CB. CaBu
l'oTcbkoro (+372), nonepeaHuka
l'oTcbknux MyueHukis Kpumy.]

Ha 8-ro kBiTHS 3a rpuropiaHCbKUM
Kanengapem (ue X — 26-ro 6epesHs 3a
toniaHcbknM i BinpaHHa CesaTta
BnarosiweHHsa Ta Cobop CB. ApxaHrena
"aBpuvina) mu 3yctpiyaemo rpyny CeaTux,

“The Church of God in Gothia... to all
Christians of the Orthodox Church
living among all the nations of the
universe: may the kindness, peace and
love of the Father and our Lord Jesus
Christ abound” [St. Demetrius of
Rostov, citing an Epistle he attributes
to Bishop Ascholius of Thessalonica in
the Vita of St. Sabbas the Goth (+372),
predecessor of the Gothic Marytrs of
Crimea.]

On April 8 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is March 26 on the Julian
— and the Apodosis of the Feast of the
Annunciation and the Synaxis of the
Archangel Gabriel) we find a group of
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OinbLUiCTb 3 iIMEH AKUX AO0BOJIi HE3BUYalHI -
3 JesKMMN BU3HAYHUMW BUHATKAMWU. BoHK —
XpucTusiHebki [oTu 3 Kpumy B YkpaiHi, siki
npocnaesunu bora cBoiM My4eHNLTBOM B
375-My p., BiAMOBSISIOYMUCH MOKNOHUTUCA
A3MYHULBKMM BOXKKaM CBOIX NPeaKiB i
OiNbLLIOCTI CBOIX 3eMIsikiB, BUbuparoin
CMepPTb 3aMiCTb iZOSTOMNOKMOHCTBA.

BoHu: CesweHunkn Bagoycin i Bepk;
UepHeub Apnina; mmpsiHu ABis, ArH, Peac,
Iracppakc, Ickon, Cuna, Ciriu, CoHnpun,
Cyimen, ®epm i Pinn; MupsHkn AHHa,
Anna, Jlapuca, Moiko, Mawmika, Bipko Ta
AHimaica; uapuus l'oTcbka Maada, i i
pouka [ykniga. Hacnpasgi ue naTuHi3oBaHi
(i cnoB’aAHI30BaHi) BUAM IMEH 3anucaHux y
rpeLbkux JKummisx. ['oTCbki x BapiaHTy
MOXXHa npoynTaTu TyT. Ane iMeHa TpboX
MUPSAHOK JOCUTb NONYSAPHI MOMIXK CXigHIMK
crnoe’stHamu. | xou € gekinbkox CBATUX 3
imeHeM AHHa, iMmeHa Anna 1 Jlapuca
3yCTpivaemo nuwe B Uin rpyni CBATUX.

['oTcbkuit Bonogap ATaHapix 6yB
CTaB HENPUMUPUM Y CBOEMY BOPOXKOMY
BiAHOLIEHHI 40 NOLNPEHHS XPUCTUAHCTBA
BHacnigok nponosigi €nnckona Bynbdinu
(iM’a Moro o3Havae «BOBYEHSA» ), AKUN
HaBiTb 6yB nepeknas bibnito Ha MoBy
rotcbky. [locmnTb NowMpeHa Bepcis, Wo Len
OnHamivyHui Bnaguka 6yB apissHOM, xou
CvmBon Bipu, SKOro NpUNMCy0Tb NOMY
3BYy4UTb JOCUTb NpaBocnasHuM. Ocb
Hanpuknag: «A, Bynbdina, €nuckon i
CMOBIAHWK, 3aBXAW TaK BipuUB, i B LN,
€OVHIn npasamein Bipi n maHgpyto
nogopoxHukom go Focnoga moro; A Bipyto
B eanHoro bora OTus, egnHoro
HEPOKEHOrO | HeBMAMMOTO, i B Moro
€auHopoaHoro CuHa, Hawworo ocnoga n
Bora, Teopus i BupobHuka BCcboro
TBOPIHHA, AKOMYy Hemae nodibHoro (Tak Lo
nvwe OAKMH 3 NOMIX YCiX XnBUX icToT € bor
Orteup, Axkun Takox € bor Haworo bora); i B
eauHoro Cestoro [lyxa, ocBiTniow4y 1
ocssiyytouy Cuny...»

ATtaHapix 6auuB y uin Bipi 3arposy
reponcbLKOMY I'oTCbKOMY CMOCOBY XUTTS |
HakasaB BMKOPiHUTY ii. Moro micueswii
YNHOBHUK (i rodi, TOBTO xpeupb) YHrepix

Saints, most of whose nhames are quite
unusual - with a few notable exceptions.
They are Christian Goths of Crimea in
Ukraine, who glorified God by their
martyrdom in 375, refusing to worship the
pagan deities of their ancestors — and the
majority of their country folk, instead
preferring death to idolatry.

They are: the Priests Bathusius
and Bercus, the Monk Arpilus, the laymen
Abibus, Agnus, Reasus, Igathrax,
Iscoeus, Silas, Signicus, Sonerilas,
Suimbalus, Thermus, Phillus, and the
women Anna, Alla, Larissa, Monco,
Mamica, Virko, Animaida, Gaatha the
gueen of the Goths, and her daughter
Duklida. In fact, these are latinized forms
of the names listed in Greek Vitae. The
Gothic version may be found here. The
names of three of the women are,
however, quite popular among Eastern
Slavs. While there are a number of Saints
named Anna, the names Alla and Larissa
are to be found only in this group of
Saints.

The Gotbhic ruler, Athanaric, had
grown adamant in his hostility to the
spread of Christianity through the
preaching of Bishop Ulfila (or Wulfila —
“little wolf”), who had actually translated
the Bible into Gothic. This dynamic Bishop
is widely considered to have been an
Arian, although a Creed attributed to him
sounds quite Orthodox. It reads in part: “I,
Ulfila, bishop and confessor, have always
so believed, and in this, the one true faith,
| make the journey to my Lord; | believe in
one God the Father, the only unbegotten
and invisible, and in His only-begotten
Son, our Lord and God, the Designer and
Maker of all creation, having none other
like Him (so that One alone among all
beings is God the Father, who is also the
God of our God); and in one Holy Spirit,
the illuminating and sanctifying Power...”

Athanaric saw this Faith as a
threat to the heroic Gothic way of life and
ordered it stamped out. His local officer
(and godi i.e. pagan priest), Jungerich
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(Oeski pxepena TBepAsiTb, WO ATaHapix i
YHr'epix — ogHa 1 Ta »x ocoba), noctaBus
KymMupa Ha KonicHu1UIo | npuBi3 11 Jo
HameTa, B sKomy XpUCTUSHM 3ibpanucs Ha
BorocnyxiHHsa. Janu im Takun snbip:
MOKMNOHITbCA LbOMY igorny, abo byabTe
chnaneHi XX1MBLeM pasom 3 BalLIMMun
ogHoBipuamu. | 308 r'oTiB 3rMHyNu B
nonym’i. ImeHa 21-0i ocobu (BexTo kaxe
26-0x) Bigomi 1 3anucaHi B Kanengapi.
Csoro pogy napanensHum o MyyeHuuTtea
Ceatnx 40 Myyenukie CeBacTincbkux (9/22
GepesHsi) cTano Te, Wo AKMNCb HE3HAHWUI
YOJOBIK, NOBAYMBLLM rePONCTBO ['OTCbKUX
MyyeHukiB 3a8BKB, O BiH TAKOX -
nocnigoBHUK XpUCTa i NpMegHaBcs 4O HUX
Y BOTHi.

Lapuuga Naada, Boosa rotcbkoro
Kopons i ii goyka [ykniga He Oynu nomix
TUMU, LLO NOCTpaXKaanu B Nonym’.
HaTomicTb BOHM 3aNHANUCH 3iOpaHHSM yCix
MouwiB MyyeHuKiB, LLO fMLLE MOIAN 3HANTKH
i nepeHecnun ix y Cupito ans 36epexeHHst
(Cs. OmnTpin POCTOBCBHKUI Y CBOEMY
XKummii nogae im’'s uapwuui, sk Anna). Konu
Maadha (un Anna) noBepHynacs y cBoi
CTOPOHU TO OBYpPEHI A3UYHNKM KaMiHHAM
nobwnu ii Ta i cuHa Aranona. A [dykniga
eBeHTyarnbHO MUPHO 3acHyna. BoHa
nepegana gewo 3 MowiB Ha NOCBAYEHHS
Llepken B Knauky (CborogHi npuMilLleHHs
KONMULLHBOrO MicTa B MiBHIYHO-CXigHil
YacTuHiI €Bponencbkoi TypeydnHn saxulae
MinictepctBo KynbTypn).

Y cBOEMY ONopi 40 3peYeHHs Big
Bipu B XpucTa l'otckki Myueruku Kpumy
BUSIBUNIUCb HE MEHLU reposiMu Bif, CBOIX
BOMOBHUYMX 3eMNAKiB. MOXNMBO TXHE
3aCTYNHULUTBO W 4aro HaTXHEHHS IXHIM
HiMeLbKMM Hallagkam, siki cepe Bnagu
Tepopy HauucTiB NoBCTanu NpoTu 3na
pacoBux o6pa3 Ta HEHaBUCTI CBOEKD y4acCTio
B Llepksi Cnosigytouin. PiyHnus
My4YeHMLTBaA CBiTOYa LIbOro
aucuageHTcbkoro pyxy, Autpixa boHrogepa,
siKkpas3 nNpunagae 9-ro KBiTHA - OAUH OEHb
nicns BigaHaveHHs ['oTcbknx MyyeHunkm
Kpumy 3a toniaHCbKMM KaneHaapem.

HenbcoH MaHngena Konucb rOBOpPUB:

(some sources say Athanaric and
Jungerich are the same person), had an
idol placed on a chariot and brought it up
to the tent in which the Christians had
gathered for worship. The choice given
them was: worship this idol or be burned
alive together with your fellow-
worshippers. 308 Goths died in the
flames. The names of 21 (some say 26) of
them are known and listed in the
Calendar. In a kind of parallel to the
Martyrdom of the Holy 40 Martyrs of
Sebaste (March 9/22) an anonymous
man, seeing the heroism of the Gothic
Martyrs, also proclaimed himself a
follower of Christ and joined them in the
flames.

Queen Gaatha, a Gothic king’s
widow, and her daughter, Duklida, were
not among those who suffered in the
flames. Rather it was they who gathered
up what Relics they were able to get of
the Martyrs and brought them to Syria for
safe keeping. (St. Demetrius of Rostov, in
his Vita, gives the Queen’s name as Alla.)
Upon returning to their homeland Gaatha
(or Alla) and her son, Agapon, were
stoned to death by the angry pagans.
Duklida eventually reposed in peace. She
gave some of the Relics to a Church
which was being consecrated in Cyzicus
(today its site in northeastern European
Turkey is protected by the Ministry of
Culture).

In their resistance to give up their
faith in Christ the Gothic Martyrs of
Crimea showed themselves to be no less
heroic than their warlike country folk. It
may be that their intercessions inspired
those Germanic descendants who took a
stand in the midst of the Nazi reign of
terror to oppose the evil of racial
resentment and hatred through their
participation in the Confessing Church.
The anniversary of the martyrdom of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a luminary of this
dissident movement, falls on April 9, the
day after the Julian celebration of the
Gothic Martyrs of Crimea.




«TpumaTn o6pasy ue nogibHe go Toro, wob
BUNUTW OTPYTY B Hagil, Lo BOHaA 3a6’e TBOIX
Boporiey». bBoHrogep xe nucas: «Hawwi
BOPOru — Ti, SIKi TPUMaOTb BOPOXHEYY
NPOTW HAC, a He Ti, MPOTU SAKNX MU
nneKkaemo BOPOXHeYy... A, 9K XpUCTUSHM,
NOKITMKaHWU BiAHOCUTMCA 4O MOro Bopora,
sk 0o Opara i 3ycTpiyat BOpOXHEUy
nodop’to. OTOX MOS NoBediHKa
POPMYETLCS HE TUM, SK O MEHEe
BiOHOCATbLCA iHLWIi, a TUM, 9K 4O MeHe
BigHOCUTBCA Icyc».

Hexait e ['oTcbki MyyeHukn Kpumy
HagmxalTb Hac ropHyTucsa go lcyca, sk
poGunn BOHM, i TaK BigYYEMO MU TYT Xe
3apas cuny VMoro Bockpecnoro XutTs i
TakuM YMHOM CTaHeMO 3HapALAsaM, KM
ue Xutta nepetsoptoe cBiT! AMiHb.

Nelson Mandela once said:
“‘Resentment is like drinking poison and
then hoping it will kill your enemies”.
Bonhoeffer wrote: “Our enemies are those
who harbor hostility against us, not those
against whom we cherish hostility... As a
Christian | am called to treat my enemy as
a brother and to meet hostility with love.
My behaviour is thus determined not by
the way others treat me, but by the
treatment | receive from Jesus”.

May the Gothic Martyrs of Crimea
inspire us to cling to Jesus as they did,
and so to experience here and now the
power of His Resurrection Life and thus
become instruments for that Life to
transform the world! Amen.




