St. Michael’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
Bradford ON
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Your eminences, your Graces, and all Sobor participants.

Slava Icycy Khrystu!

Thank you for giving our parish time to show the work that being done in the vineyard of the north GTA.

As you can see from the picture, His Eminence Archbishop Yuri is with our most important resource, our children who make up nearly half our parish. (at the time of this picture, we were missing two more children)


The Parish

The parish has been in existence for over 50 years
and has never had a full time priest

We have blessed to have Fr. Bohdan Hladio to
shepherd us and lead our services

The parishioners that are there today are very active
and there are many children. All the children are
under 10 years old.

The area that parish can draw from is large in area
and population. York Region — 1.1 million people and
growing because it is a desirable region to live in.

Many parishioners have arrived in Canada with in the
last 10 years
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The parish in Bradford, although being in existence for nearly 50 years, has never really had a full time priest. This August that will change with the arrival of Fr. Petro Anhel.

We have been blessed to have Fr. Bohdan Hladio shepherd us over the last few months. We have had mainly Obidnytsya services Sunday afternoons and Akafist services Friday evenings.

Our parishioner base is very young with nearly half of our parish being children (12 in all) under 10 years old. There are 21 adults, the majority under 45. 

The area that the parish can draw from is quite large. Located approximately 60km from downtown Toronto in York Region, which has a population of 1.1 million in total. The larger communities are Vaughn (350,000), Newmarket (82,000), Aurora (40,000), Richmond Hill (185,000). Many people from Ukraine and other Orthodox nations have settled in these areas and need to be reached out to.

Many of our parishioners have arrived within the last 10 years from Ukraine and have very young families. Even most guests bring children that are very young. Our opportunity for growth is great!


The mission was started because. . .

There was a need since more people started
settle in the area

The smaller parish gives people a chance to
participate more actively

Downtown parishes are a bit out of the way,
20min drive/ light traffic vs. 45min drive/
heavier traffic

There is a solid infrastructure in place (church
building, hall, church books)
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The area of Bradford borders right on the north GTA where housing is more affordable and congestion is lessened. 

Many people at the mission like the quietness of the service and time to be able to get to know all the others. Almost everyone has their duty at the services (singing, lighting candles, teaching religious education, holding candles, guiding the altar boys, reading the apostol, etc.)

Why not join a larger parish? Because it is nicer to have your prayer community closer. Most people did not grow up in one of the other GTA parishes.

Unlike most missions that look to build a church building, we already have that in place and our need is to bring people to it.


Akafist with Fr. Bohdan
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Our strength is our dedication to the liturgical life of the church. If we do not have a divine liturgy, we will have the odidnytsya , akafist or vespers services.


Religious education with Pani Petrusia
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Patrusia Revell leads our religious education which takes place, in part, during the Divine Liturgy. Or when there is no liturgy, it will take place prior to or just after one of the other services that I had mentioned earlier.


Our small choir leads the responses
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Here is our little choir that leads the congregation in responses. We promote congregational singing so that all people participate in prayerful worship.


We have been blessed that His Eminence Archbishop
Yuri has been traveling to work in his vineyard.
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We have been blessed to have His Eminence Archbishop Yuri travel to our parish to serve the Divine Liturgy 4 times over last two months. This has helped greatly in strengthening our parish spiritually. During this time, many people welcome the opportunity to take part in the Holy Sacraments of confession and communion.

Thank you Vladyko for being very supportive of our resolve.

Our parish also has two tonsured readers aw well to assist in the services.
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Once again, you see the people’s participation in the liturgy.


Fellowship after the liturgy




Our Future is Promising!

 The parish will grow with the arrival of a full
time priest and needs financial assistance,
seed money, for two years to cover costs

 The mission work has already started by
welcoming new immigrants as well as those
seeking to learn about Orthodoxy

 The parishioners have been very supportive in
acquiring new items for the parish to show a
long lasting commitment


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The parish is seeking to grow with the arrival of a full time priest living in the community of Bradford. Accommodation has already been acquired through the rental of a home in the area.

To help in our success, we need financial assistance for two years, after which we have no doubt that we can sustain ourselves and look to help other mission parishes. We practice what preach. Our parish does gift other parishes when asked. It might not be huge, but help is there when it is asked for. The magic number for St. Michael’s is $40,000 to cover such things as two years rent for the priest’s home, some new icons, prayer books, etc.




items for the church

New




We welcome you to come and visit to our
parlshI 721 Slmcoe Rd. Bradford ON.
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