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«Bawa npono3uyis piBHO3Ha4YHa 3
BUCNOBOM: '[lait MeHi pa3 BigpizaTu
TBOIO roJIOBY, a NOTIM MoOXKell iTn
Kyau nuu 6axkaew’.»

Ha 9-ro ciuHs 3a rpuropisstHCbKuM
KaneHgapem (WO € 27-ro rpyaHsa Ha
FONiSHCbKOMY) — TO6TO Ha TPETIN AeHb
PizgBa — MM CBATKYEMO NaM'aTb BeNbMU
pilly4yoro cnoBiAHWKa NpoO CrpaBXHE
3HauJiHH4 PizgBa XpUCTOBOro, a Takox npo
€0HICTb Ta aBTOpUTETHICTb LlepkBu. Le -
CBATUN, SKMA HOCUB 3HAKWM CMOBiAaHHS
CBOro BCiM Ha SIBY — HaKpec/ieHi Ha noro
06nnuuyi! Bin - MNMpenogobHunin ®eogop,
npo3BaHun HauyeptaHum, CnoBigHWK
ManecTnHCbKUM i BiiHiNcbkMi.

PO3MNOYHIMO OCMUCNEHHSAM
npasaAnBOro 3HadiHHA PizgBa XpucToBOro.
Tak, us nopa poKy 4yaoBO BMN/MBAE Ha
€KOHOMiIo. JTioaAn KynyrTb NOAAPKMU i
CBATKYIOTb. Ha Xanb, 4acto BUXoamuThb, WO
CrpaBXHs eKOHOMis — cnaciHHA Big cMepTi

"Your proposal is the same as
saying: 'Let me cut off your head
once, and then you may go
wherever you wish'.”

On January 9 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is December 27 on the
Julian) - in fact on the third day of
Christmas - we commemorate a most
determined confessor of the true
meaning of Christmas, as well as the
unity and authority of the Church. He is
a Saint who bore the marks of his
confession for everyone to see -
branded upon his face! He is the
Venerable Theodore, surnamed Graptus
or “the Branded”, Confessor of Palestine
and Bithynia.

Let us begin by considering the
true meaning of Christmas. Yes, this
time of year is generally wonderful for
the economy. People are buying
presents and celebrating. Alas, it seems
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Ta po3rnadvy — 3aTbMapeHa eKOHOMIE
MOTOKY rpowesoro. barato-xTo
MOJIOHEHU CMYTKOM, @ HaBiTb i PO3MyKOtO
y Liell CBATOYHMI yac. IXHE uUTTa HayebTo
6e33MicToBHE i camiTHe. Te, WO KOUCh M
pobuno XnUTTS 3axonsioynm, abo
LWOHaMMEHLLE HEeCOripWwnM — NO3HMKanNo.
lOHicTb, 340p0OB's, poanHa, Apy3i — BCi
Biginwnn. A 6aunTtun TE, 9K ApYri
HaCONOAXYTbCA LMMU X NepeniTHUMM
HOCIIMW WACTA He NOTIWaEe CaMiTHUX Ta
3abyTuUX — HaBMaky BOHO MOXe iM
HaHOCKTb We b6inbwe CMyTKy. Ane X Taku
€ Te, WO MOXe AaBaTM 3aCNOKOEHHS Ta
po3pajy HaBiTb Hanbinbw caMiTHUM Ta
3abyTuM, SKLWO 6 MM NMLWeE MO oro
CMPUNHATM — AKWO 6 MU nuwe Mornm
3aCBOITM NOr0 aKTyasnbHICTb AN HaC
caMux Ta i nepegaBaTu MOroO iHLWKWM.

3acrnokoeHH4 i po3pana B CeATi
PizgBa - Ue peasibHe NpuwecTs y vaci i
NPOCTOPi, Ha Ui Xe nnaHeTi, y Uin
BCEJIEHHIN, Y NOACbKY icTopito... bora -
bora, Aknit po3ainsge Hawy NOACLKICTD i
Cam Coboto Bigkpusae Ham gocTyn 4o
Csoro boxectBa. I To — uepes ANUTATKO
Icyca. BiH HapOAXYETbCH Y AepeB'AHNX
Acnax, y neyepi Wo CiyXuTb K CTanHs,
Matepi-Zisi, ska oMy nepenae Moro
MoAckKicTb — a BiH y CBoto vepry nepenae
ith Ta BCIM, iKi NpuiiMyTh Moro, aoctyn Ao
Ceoro boxecTtBa. Icyc, HApoAXEHUN Y
Budneemi, BuxosaHui y Hasaperi,
po3n'ATUI | BOCKpecnun y Epycanumi —
BiH e, Noro x xutTs, Woro cnoea, Moro
b6e3KiHeYHe CNyXiHHS — Yy HUX Xe
CnpasBXHE 3HadiHHA CBATa PisaBa.

I CBSTMA, AKOFrO MW MOMMHAEMO 27-
ro rpyaHsi/9-ro ciyHs, pasoM 3 horo
6patom ®eodaHoM (060X Ha3nMBAEMO
«HauepTaHuMm») pilwyye CynpoTMBNABCS
HenpaBUbHUM 3YCUNNISAM
BMCOKOMOCTaB/IEHMNX 0CI6 — Takn X
HayebTo BCEMOryTHiX iMnepaTopiB -
ocnabnsaTu ue 3HaviHHA. Li aBTokpaTu
pobuaun e HacTor4YN Ha TOMY, WO He
MOXXHa npeactasnaTu BrineHoro bora
IkoHOW - Ta Wo wWwaHyBaTK 1i ue
6oroxynbcTBo. BoHn XxuTpo Baasanu, Lo
Takoto 3a6opoHOI0 BOHM CcnpaBsai
3axuwanm Hikenceknii Cumson Bipw,

that often the true economy - salvation
from death and despair - is eclipsed by
the economy of cash flow. Many are in
the grips of sadness and even despair
during the festive season. They feel
empty and alone. That which has made
life exciting - or at least tolerable - for
them is no longer there. Youth, health,
family, friends have faded away. The
sight of others enjoying these transitory
reasons for happiness does not comfort
the lonely and forgotten - it may make
them even sadder. Yet there is a cause
for comfort and joy even for the most
lonely and forgotten if we can but
receive it — if we can help to actualize it
for ourselves and for others.

The comfort and joy of Christmas
is in the real coming into time and
space, on this planet, in this cosmos,
into human history... of God - God Who
shares our humanity and through
Himself opens the way for us to share in
His Divinity. It is through the Baby
Jesus. He is born in a wooden manger,
in a cave that serves as a stable, to a
Virgin Mother, who gives Him His
humanity — and He, in turn, gives her,
and all who will receive it, access to His
Divinity. Jesus, born in Bethlehem,
raised in Nazareth, crucified and risen in
Jerusalem - He, His life, His words, His
unending ministry — these constitute the
true meaning of Christmas.

The Saint we commemorate on
December 27/January 9, together with
his brother, Theophanes (both are
known as “the Grapti” - “the Branded”),
firmly opposed the misguided efforts of
those in high places - in fact seemingly
all-powerful Emperors - to water down
this meaning. The way in which these
autocrats did so was to insist that one
may not depict God Incarnate by making
an Icon - that to venerate one would be
blasphemy. They cunningly pretended
that by this ban they were actually
safeguarding the Nicene Faith, re-
affirmed at the Fourth Ecumenical
Council held in Chalcedon (today a
district of Istanbul called Kadikoy) in




SIKOro niaTBeEpAMB YeTBEpPTUN
BceneHcbknin Cobop, wo Biabyscs B
XankmpoHi (cborogHi ue okonmus B
Ctambyni, ssika ma€ Ha3By Kagikon) y 451
p., Wo nporonocms, Wo Icyc - gk
IctnHHu bor, Tak i IcTnHHa JllognHa.
BoHu x TBepamnun, wo IkoHa Moxe
nepenasaTtu nuuwe JIIOACBKY a He
BoxecTtBeHHYy [Npupoay ocnoga Haworo.
Ane X o4eBUMAHUM Te, WO BaxnnBea
XapaKTepHa puca NoACbKUX iCTOT Ta, Wwo
X MOXHa onMcyBaTn B C/loBax — Ta 1 B
obpaszax.

HauepTtaHi 6patn pa3om 3 iHWKNMK
YeHUSAMM NpaBUNbHO Ni3HaNM, Wo
3abopoHa IKoOH ocHyBanacs Ha
3anepeyeHHI0 peasibHOCTi BoroBTiNeHHS.
Lls 3abopoHa o3Hauana, wo B Icyci bor He
CTaB CNpaBXHbOI NOACLKOI iCTOTOH, SKY
MOXHa 6 onucyeaTu B cnoBax Ta obpasax.
Taka 3abopoHa octaTouHo npusena 6 ao
po3knagy Bipu, ika nNporonowye peasibHe,
KOHKpETHe, iICTOpPUYHE €AHAHHS 3 3eMHUM
XNTTAM Toro, Akuii TBopuTh Hebeca i
3emnto, Bce Buamme n Hesuaume. I toai
BCi 3aryb/sieHi Ta MOKMHEHI — a Taka
XapaKTepucTuka oCTaTovyHO
BiAHOCUTUMETBCSH 0 KOXHOro 3 Hac
CMEepPTHUX — OCTaHyTbCsa 6e3 Hagii. bo x
Te, WO € XapaKTepHUM ANS NHOANHN —
HeCKiH4YeHa 34aTHICTb 3MiHIOBaTUCb Ha
LWOCh Kpauie 4ymMMm Te, UMM bHyna fo Toro, i
TaK CNOBHIOBATU MoTeHLUian, Sk
3'ABMBCS 3 ii HAPOAXKEHHAM Ha CBIT -
OCTaTO4YHO CTaB 61 nLe XXOPCTOKMM
XKapTOM, iKMW 3aKiH4YMBCA 6 HaWwuMm
3aXBOPiHHAM, CMEPTHO | BHUKHEHHSAM.
AKLLO X MU He € | He MoXxeMo byTu -
yepes Toro, Akui ctaB ogHMM 3 Hac CBOiM
HapoAXEHHSAM, K CnpaBXH4a ngmHa -
noeaHaHi 3 BoxxecTBeHHO eHeprieto Moro
boxxecTBa, TO ToAi OCTalOTbLCH AN Hac
TiNbKWN CMepTb | 3HUKHEHH4. TlicHA Haworo
XXUTTS NPOCTO KiHYAETbCA — TaK K paasiTb
aTeiCT NOSICHIOBATU CMepTb AiTaM. Ane
SAKLWO Ue npaBaa, K pagicHO Nporosowye
Haw kKonsaka, wo «bor npeasiuHum
HapoAUBCS», TOAI LS My3uKa Halla Hikosu
He 3aKiH4UuTbCcA!

CeaTti ®eonop i PeodaH
Hapoamnucsa B EpycanuMi B 6aTbKiB-

451, which proclaimed that Jesus is both
true Man and true God. They did so by
saying that an Icon could only portray
the Human and not the Divine Nature of
our Lord. However, it is obvious that an
important characteristic of human
persons is that they may be described in
words - and images.

The Grapti and other Monks rightly
discerned that the ban on Icons was
based upon a denial of the reality of the
Incarnation. This prohibition implied that
in Jesus God did not truly become a
human person who could be described
by words and images. Such a ban would
eventually lead to the corruption of the
Faith which proclaims the real, concrete,
historical union with earthly life of the
One Who creates Heaven and Earth, all
things visible and invisible. And the lost
and abandoned - a description which
eventually comes to apply to every one
of us mortals - would be left without
hope. For that which is characteristic of
the human person - the endless
capacity for change to become better
than we were and so fulfill the promise
of our birth - would finally become a
cruel joke, ending with our sickness,
death and oblivion. If we are not and
can not be - through the One Who has
become one with us by His birth as a
true Human - linked with the Divine
energy of His Godhead, then death and
oblivion are all that remains. The song
of our life just ends - just as atheists
say we can explain death to children.
But if it is really true, as the Ukrainian
carol joyfully proclaims, that “God
eternal is born”, then the music never
ends!

Saints Theodore and Theophanes
were born in Jerusalem of Christian
parents. They took up monastic
endeavours in the Great Lavra of St.
Sabbas in Palestine. Theodore was
ordained a Priest. Although the
iconoclastic (“icon-smashing”) heresy
was refuted at the Seventh Ecumenical
Council in Nicea (today Iznik in Turkey)
in 787, a number of subsequent




XpnctnaH. BoHn NpuiiHANK YepHeui
noasuru B Benukin Naepi Cs. CaBu B
ManectuHi. ®eogopa BUCBATUIN B CaH
IepomoHaxa (CesilweHnka-MoHaxa). Xou
ikoHob6opuy epecb BigknHyB CbOMUI
BceneHcbknin Cobop y Hikei (cboroaHi ue
I3Hik y TypeuuunHi) y 787 p., AekKinbka
iMnepaTopiB i Nicns HbOro agani
NpoAOBXYBasN NOLWKMPHOBATH i )KBABO
HaB'a3yBaTwu ii. MaTpiapx EpycannMcbknii
nocnae aBox 6patie y Ctambyn, wob
3axuwaTtn Bipy. Konu ixHi0 aprymeHTauito
He Mir 3anepeynTn cepanTuin imnepartop
NeB V (813-820), To BiH HakasaB ix
nobuTun i 3acnaTtu. HacTynHi imnepatopu
Muxain II (820-829) i ®eodin (829-842)
NpoAoBXYyBann Le roHiHHAa. OcTaHHin 6yB
0cob6nBO HenwAAHNM. Matouun HaMip
BMCMISITU IXHS1 HACTOKOBAHHSA Ha TOMY, WO
BTineHoro Bora Mo)XHa onucysaTu aK
cnoeamu Tak i obpasamm, BiH Hakasas,
Wwob HakKpecnmTn Ha iXHi 06anyus
pO3XapeHUMKU rosikaMm rnysnmey noesito,
3/1€ CKOMMNOHOBaHYy, Ha 12 niHinok (Moxe
ue 6yna napoaisa 12 aptukyniB Hikiicbkoro
Cumsona Bipn?). Lia myka TpuBana 2 gHi.
I Tak noBCTano iXHe npissuLLe
«HauepTtaHi».

Ta CBB. bpaTtn ®eogop i PeodaH,
3aMiCTb CNpMiMaTK Le HAaCUIbCTBO
BUMHEHE M, IK HECTEPMNHY Hapyry,
CMPUNHSANN Oro, K HE3MMBHE
6narocnoBeHHs, K i HaB4Yae locnoab:
«BbnaxeHHi B1, AK raHbbmUTK Ta rHaTh Bac
6yayTb, i 6yaytb 06n1yaHO Ha Bac
HaroBoplBaTK BCSKe C/I0BO Sinxe paau
MeHe. PaginTe Ta BecenitbCs, Haropoaa
60 Bawa Bennka Ha Hebecax! bo Tak
rHasn W NpopokiB, Wo 6bynu nepesn samm»
(MaTBia 5:11-12).

Tpeba 6yno Takox BigMOBMTUCS BiA
danbWwmMBOro MMpy, KM noctasue 6m nig
3arposy cnpasy, pagn sKOi BOHW Tepninu.
MpedeKkT MicTa 3anponoHyBaB 3BiJlbHEHHS
0. ®eogopy sKuWo 6 BiH Xxo4 oanH pa3
npunHsae CeaTte MNMpuyacTa pas3oMm 3
ikoHo6opusiMK. Ta 3 ornagy Ha Te, WO
cninbHe NpuUnHATTA MNpuyactsa — ue
JyKepeso i NporosioWweHHs EAHOCTI Ta
aBToputeTHOCTI LlepkBu, ak Tino Xpucrose
— TaKe conpuyacTts gano 6 3po3yMitu, wo

Emperors continued to promote - and
vigorously enforce - it. The Patriarch of
Jerusalem sent the two brothers to
Constantinople to defend the Faith.
When their arguments proved
irrefutable, the angry Emperor Leo V
(813-820) ordered that they be beaten
and exiled. Subsequent Emperors
Michael II (820-829) and Theophilus
(829-842) continued the persecution.
The latter was especially cruel.
Intending to mock their insistence that
God Incarnate may be described in
images as well as words, he ordered
that a derisive (and badly composed)
poem consisting of 12 lines (parodying
the 12 articles of the Nicene Creed?) be
branded upon their faces with white-hot
needles — an ordeal that took two days.
And so came about their surname,
“Grapti” - “the Branded”.

Sts. Theodore and Theophanes,
instead of considering this atrocity to be
an intolerable humiliation, accepted the
violence done to them as an indelible
blessing, in keeping with the Lord’s
teaching: “Blessed are you when they
revile and persecute you, and say all
kinds of evil against you falsely for My
sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad,
for great is your reward in heaven, for
so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you” (Matthew 5:11-12).

It was also necessary to refuse a
false peace, which would jeopardize the
cause for which they suffered. The city
prefect offered to free Fr. Theodore if he
would only once receive Holy
Communion together with the
iconoclasts. Since receiving Communion
together is the source and proclamation
of the unity and authority of the Church
as the Body of Christ, this would mean
that the living martyr, Fr. Theodore,
would thereby in effect show himself
willing to accept the prohibition of Icons,
even if afterwards he returned to his
monastic cell and venerated the Icons
he may have had there. The Saint
responded to the offer with these clever
words: "Your proposal is the same as




XU MyyeHuk, o. deogop, UNM
3asBNISE, WO BiH MOrOAXYETLCA NPUAHATU
3abopoHy IkoH, HaBiTb TOAi KoM 6 BiH MO
LLbOMY MOBEPHYBCS Y CBOK YepHedy Kenito
i TaMm noknoHmecs 6 nepen IkoHamu, SKMX
BiH Mir Tam mMaTtu. CBATUM BiAMNOBIB Ha L0
Npono3nLito TaKUMKU A4OTENHUMN C/IOBaMMU:
«Bala npono3unuisa piBHO3Ha4yHa 3
BMUCMOBOM: '[lal MeHi pa3 Bigpi3aTun TBOW
ros0By, a NMoTiM MOXeLW iTM Kyan nmul
6axaew'.»

Ha octaHky CB. ®eogop HauepTtaHuii
yMNOKOiBCS y TOpMi B BidiHii (cboroaHi ue
niBHiYHa LeHTpanbHa TypeyudunHa), a noro
6paT, CB. ®eodaH (AKNiA Takox
CKOMMOHYBAaB YacTUHY NITYpPriyHOi KHUMNK,
Ha3Ba sKoi OKTOiX), AOXUB A0 KiHUSA
ikoHobopcTBa y 842 p. i cTaB ENMCKONOM
Hikei nepen cBOiM ynokoeHHsaM. Moui CB.
deofopa nepeHecnn B XanKNA0H, AKOro
Bipn BiH 6yB nporosiowyBaB i cnoBamMu "
XXUTTAM CBOIM, i TaM Big HUX NOBCTanNo
6araTo yyaec. € MOX/UBICTb, LLO ClaBHUN
YKpaiHCbKNIA Ko3auun Bonogap boraaH
XMenbHULBbKNI - MOB'A3aHNN 3 LUM
reponcbkuUM YrogHmkoM. «borgaH» - ue
YKpaiHCbKa Bepcisa rpeubkoro «d®eonop» i
AexTo Kaxe, wo NeTbMaH abo HapoaunBcs
abo Moro oxpectunn y aoeHb LbOro
Mpa3Huka.

Hexali ke pagicHa 3BicTka npo Te,
Wwo B XpucCTi bor AincHo 3aBxaun 3 Hamu,
Ky 3axmwaB CB. ®eogop HauepTtaHui,
MPUHOCUTb HAM 3aCMOKOEHHS, MUP Ta
Haaito. I Hexal MU 3aBXAW — HANONErnMBo
M NocnifoBHO — BUSABASIEMO iX CBOIMMU
C/I0BaMu Ta CBOIM XUTTSAM CbOroAHI i Ha
3aBxan! AMiHb.

saying: 'Let me cut off your head once,
and then you may go wherever you
wish'.”

Eventually St. Theodore the
Branded died in prison in Bithynia (today
north central Turkey), while his brother,
St. Theophanes (who also composed
part of the liturgical book called The
Oktoechos) survived until the end of
iconoclasm in 842 and became Bishop of
Nicea before his death. St. Theodore’s
relics were transferred to Chalcedon
whose Faith he had proclaimed by his
words and life and there worked many
miracles. It is possible that the great
Ukrainian Kozak leader Bohdan
Khmelnyts’kyy is linked with this heroic
Saint: “"Bohdan” is the Ukrainian version
of “"Theodore” and some say that the
Hetman was born or baptized on his
Feastday.

May the joyful message that in
Christ, God is truly with us forever,
defended by St. Theodore the Branded,
bring us comfort, peace and hope. And
may we ever - persistently and
consistently — manifest these by our
words and our lives today and forever!
Amen.




