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«bo Bawi oyMKkun He Moi H4e AyMKM, a
Apoporn Moi To He Bawi goporwy,
rosoputb N'ocnoab>» Icaii 55:8)

Yomy, 6yBaeg,HewacTs
TpannsTbCs 4obpum ntogam? Lle nutaHHsA
TypbyE Bipyoumx ntogen BnpoaoBx
TUCAYoNiTb. Ha 18-ro nunHsA 3a
rPUropissHCbKkUM Kanengapem (ue - 5-ro
JINMNHS 3@ 10iISHCbKUM) MU CBATKYEMO
nam’aTb 4YonoBika, sKMn 3pobus
BeNMYE3HUN BKIAA Y YepHedy crnajwmHy
MpaBocnas’sl, Ta SKOro NMpoLaHHsa 3 LM
CBIiTOM Ha No4aTKy APYroro TMCAYOoNiTTH
XpUCTUAHCTBA CUNBbHO HacCTaBNsE
npu3agyMaTMCb HaZ4 TUM BUKJIMKOM, SSKOrO
[A€ HaM nosuuie NUTaHHSA. Lle -
MpenogobHun AdadHacin, 3aCHOBHUK
Benukoi JlaBpu Ha lopi AdoH (963 p.),
OTOX i CMiSIbHOTWU MOHALIOI, iIKa NPOLBITaAE

My thoghts are not your
thoughts, nor are your ways My
ways,’ says the LORD"” Isaiah 55:8)

Why do bad things happen to good
people? This is a question that has troubled
people of faith for millennia. On July 18 on
the Gregorian Calendar (which is July 5 on the
Julian) we celebrate the memory of a man
who made an outstanding contribution to the
monastic heritage in Orthodoxy, and whose
departure from the world on this day at the
beginning of the second millennium of
Christianity highlights the challenge
presented by the above question. It is St.
Athanasius, the founder of the Great Lavra of
Mount Athos (in 963), and thus of the
monastic community that has flourished
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TaM A0 HUHI.

AdaHacin Hapoaunscs y
Tpane3yHTi (cboroaHi ue Tpab3saH y
MiBHIYHO-CXiAHIN TypeyunHi) Ha
nisaeHHomy 6epesi YopHoro Mops,
6aTbKiBLWMHI HapoAay, AIKOro 3ByTb
NOHTINCbKNMU rpeKaMu, Ki NpoXmMBatoTb
TaKOX y NiBAEHHI YKpaiHi 4O CbOroaHi.
Moro oxpectunu ABpaaMoM, a TOMY L0 B
Ay>XXe paHHbOMY Bili BiH oCMpOTiB, MOro
BMXOBana yepHuus. BiH BM3Ha4yaBCcs B
HaB4YaHHIO Ta B YECHOTaX acCKeTiB, Y YoMy
HacniaysaB CBO npubpaHy mamy. Micna ii
YNOKOEHHSA Mosio40ro ABpaama B35/ A0
OBOpPY Bi3aHTINCbKOro iMnepatopa PomaHa
i 3anuncanun B CTyAil B BUSHAYHOIO
putopuka AdaHacia. BiH Tak 3acBoiB
HayKy, WO M caMm CTaB BUK/aZauyeM.

Ane MoHalle MOKJUKaHHS
nepemMorno i BiH MOKNHYB
KOHCTaHTWMHOMOSb | NepecennBca B
okonuuto KnmiHac y BuTiHii (y niBHIYHO
3axigHin YacTuHI cydacHoi TypeddunHu),
wob craTm MOHaxoMm nig NpoBOAOM
BM3Ha4HOro 4YeHus, NMpenogobHoro
Munxaina ManeiHa, osabka ManbyTHbOro
iMmnepaTtopa Hukudopa dokun. Mpu
nocTpury ganu rnomy im’a AdaHacin. Ta ak
iHoai 6yBae B ackeTiB, 0. AdaHaciin Biguys
NOKNMK A0 NOABUrY Ha caMmoTi. Y 958 p. 3
6narocnoseHHsaM Cg. IrymMeHa BiH
nepeHicca B okonuu MenaHoc Ha came
HMXHIM YacTUHI NiBOCTpOBa 3 Ha3BOK
AdoH, Ha akoMy 3HaxoauTbcsa CB. lopa,
AK MoNynsanHo HasueatoTb Fopy AQOH.

TaM y>Xke XWIn Ha caMoTi
NycTenbHUKM | He BaraTto Nponwno vacy
Aoku AdadHacito npuiwnocs o6opoHATH
iX nepep Hai3gaMn capaumHie, Ta 1
opraHisyBaTu MOHaLUi CrisIbHOTU.
lMycTenbHUKN He 3aBXAN NPUEMHO
cnpuiiManu Moro Tpyam, Ta BiH yTilwascs
ONiKOK ABOpa Bi3aHTIMCbLKOro iMnepartopa.
KpiM uboro aaabko oro 6yBLIOro
IrymeHa, Hukndgop, ctas noro 6amsbknm
npugaTesneM i NaTPOHOM — a TaKoX
iMmnepaTtopoM. BiH ¢diHaHcyBaB 6ynoBy
MoHacTups, aKoro rnoTiM Ha3Banu
Benukoto JlaBpoto, Skt po3no4vascs 3

there to this day.

Athanasius was born in Trebizond
(today Trabzan in north-eastern Turkey) on
the southern shores of the Black Sea, home
territory of the people known as Pontic
Greeks who have also lived in southern
Ukraine to this day. He was baptized Abraham
and, upon being orphaned at a very early age,
was raised by a nun. He excelled in studies as
well as in ascetic virtues in which he imitated
his adoptive mother. After she died young
Abraham was taken to the court of the
Byzantine Emperor, Romanus, and enrolled to
study under a renowned rhetorician named
Athanasius. He did so well that he became a
teacher as well.

The monastic vocation prevailed,
however, and he left Constantinople for
Kyminas in Bithynia (in the northwest of what
is today Turkey) to become a monk under the
direction of the renowned monastic, St.
Michael Maleinos, uncle of future emperor
Nicephoros Phocas. He was given the name
Athanasius at his tonsure. As is sometimes
the case with ascetics, Fr. Athanasius found
himself called to solitary endeavours. In 958,
with the blessing of the Holy Abbot, he
moved to Melanos on the lowermost part of
the peninsula called Athos on which is the
Holy Mountain, as Mt. Athos is popularly
called.

There were hermits already living
there and Athanasius soon found himself
helping defend them from attacks by
Saracens as well as organizing monastic
communities. His work was not always well
received by the hermits, but he enjoyed the
protection of the Byzantine imperial court.
Besides, his former Abbot’s uncle,
Nicephoros, had become a close friend and
supporter — and the Emperor. He financed the
building of the Monastery which came to be
called the Great Lavra, which began with a
large Church dedicated to St. John the Baptist




BE/IMKOro XpaMy Ha 4yecTtb CB. IBaHa
Xpectutensa a noTiM APYroro Ha YecTb
Boropoawnui.

MoHawa rpomMaga CUbHO
po3BuHynacs. CboroaHi Benuka JlaBpa -
oaHa 3 20-ox MoHactupiB i 12-ox CKuTiB,
SIKi CTaHOBNSATb ABTOHOMHWUIA YepHeunii
LLTtaT CB. Nopu y Mpeubkiit Pecnybnnui.
BbyBanu 1 TAXKi yacm ang veHuis. OgHoro
pa3y Tak 3abpak/io xapuiB, WO BCi CYEHL
KpiM ogHoro o. AdaHacis noKMHynm
MoHacTup. BiH TakoXx HagyMmaB NiTU, KO
noro 3yctpina XiHka NnoKpuTa BESIbOHOM.
«Twn XTO | Kyau ngew?” 3annTtana BoHa
Moro. A BiH BigNoBIiB: «5 yepHeub
3Bigcn». Mapis (BoHa — €AnHa XeHLWMWHa,
sika Moxke 6yTu Ha CB. opi) agokopsina
oMy 3a Moro cyMmHiB i noobiysna
AornomorTu nomy. Lle He oanHOKa 3ycTpiy
0. AdaHacisa 3 XiHkoto, sika € IrymeHeto
Cs. lNopwu.

HapewTi HacTaB i Yac, konu IrymeH
AdaHacin nepegbaums CBi BXe
Hedanekuin yac Bigxoay Bi4 LbOro CBITY.
BiH niarotosnse bpaTito A0 LbOroO i
3aK/MKaB iX He mepenMaTnucs HaaTo TUM,
Wo Ma€ HactaTu: «bo MNpeMyapictb aie
BiAMIHHO Bif TOro, K CyaaTb 04N>,
OaHOro AHS BiH 3alLWLOB Y CBOO Kenit,
[OBro MOSINBCS | ToAi BUIALLIOB OASITHEHUN
y CBOIO LepeMOoHianbHy MaHTito i Kykonb
(HakpuTTa ANns rosnoBu) Haye 6 To Ha
Mpa3HuK i nigHicca pa3oM 3 6-Mma 3 bparii
Ha BepLlWmnHY XpaMy, Wwob nposipntu
6ypoBy. Pantom gax XpaMy 3aBanuBecs!
M’'atb YeHuis Bigpasy nornbnau, a o.
AdaHacin 3 apxitektom [aHninom ynanm
[0 3eMni i iX NoOKpunu BignamMku gaxy.
MoHaxu noyynu oknuk IrymeHa: «Cnasa
Tob6i, boxe! Nocnoau Icyce Xpucre,
A0MOMOXM MeHi!» Konu Bixxkonanu 1horo
BiH y>e 6yB MepTBMiA.

3 TOYKM 30pY CBITCbKOI
nanHn - a ocobnumeo datanicta Ta we
3a6060HHOro (a ue Haye 6 To «NpUpoaHO>»
npuxoanTb NOASAM nicnsa pixonagiHHS,
0CO6NMBO SAKLLO B AaHIM NOAUHN HEMAE
ocobuctoi Bipn) - ue morno 6
cnpnunMaTucs K ayxe Hegobpa o3Haka,

and another to the Theotokos.

The monastic community expanded
greatly. Today the Great Lavra is one of
twenty Monasteries and twelve Sketes which
make up the Autonomous Monastic State of
the Holy Mountain within the Greek Repubilic.
There were hard times for the monks to
endure. On one occasion there was such a
dearth of food that all the monks except for
Fr. Athanasius left. He too seriously
considered leaving when he was met by a
Woman wearing a veil. “Who are you and and
where are you going?” she asked him. “l am a
monk from here,” he responded. Mary (she is
the only woman allowed on the Holy
Mountain) chided him for his doubt and
promised to help him. It was not the only
time Fr. Athanasius saw the Woman who is
the Abbess of the Mountain.

At last the time came when Abbot
Athanasius foresaw that the time for
departure from this world was at hand. He
prepared the brethren for this and exhorted
them not to be unduly troubled by what was
to come: "For Wisdom disposes otherwise
than as people judge." One day he entered his
cell, prayed for a long time and came out
wearing his ceremonial Mantiya (robe) and
Kukolion (head-covering) as though for a
festival and went up with six of the brethren
to the top of the Church to inspect it.
Suddenly the top of the Church collapsed!
Five monks were died immediately, while Fr.
Athanasius and Daniel, the architect, fell to
the ground and were covered by the rubble.
The Monks heard the Abbot cry out: "Glory to
Thee, O God! Lord, Jesus Christ, help me!"
When they dug him out he was dead.

From a secular point of view —
particularly if one is also fatalistic and not a
little superstitious (which seems to come
“naturally” for humans after the Fall, and
particularly if one is not committed to a
personal faith) — this could have been seen as
a very bad omen, signifying that the




sika BKasyBana 6, wo ut cnpaBy Tpeba
3anmMwmnTn. Ta 30BCiM He TaK MoCTynun
AdOHCbKI MOHaxu. He 3Baxatun Ha
TpariyHuni KiHeub XnTTs AdaHacis, YeHui
BMeBHeHi B ToMy, wo CB. AdaHacin i
Irymens, boropoanusa Mapis, 3aBXxau 3
HMMMK, Wo6 iX 6narocnoBnsaTN, NPOBaANTH,
HakasyBaTW i CynpoBoaXaTn A0 KiHUSA BiKy
i 40 NoyaTKy Biky 6yay4oro. ApoHcbKa
poMaga 3Hana TAXKi Yacu i yacu
Benukoro 6narocnoseHHs. He 3Baxkaoum -
abo MoXe pajlle K BiAryk — Ha 3picT
CEeKYNApU3MYy-rymaHiamy, yepHeui
noknnkaHHa Ha CB. F'opy npouBiTalTb.

LlepkBa NpoAOBXYE CBATKYBaTH
nam’ate Ce. AdaHacisa i noro wectm
BpaTiB-YeHuiB. I KOXHWUI 3 Hac ga€ paay 3
BUKJIMKOM, IKOFO CTaBUTb HaM oOTe
MUTaHHA , AKMM po3noYann Hale
po34yMyBaHHS Haa xuTTam CB. AdaHacia
AMOHCLKOro i 3HaX0AMMO 3HAYiHHA, SKi
KOPWUCHI ANnga Hac, AKi NPOXWBAEMO CBOE
XWUTTS y CBIiTi, 9kun — He Pair, He LlapcTBo
HebecHe, a paawe IkoHa (i noasip’a 4o)
LlapctBa HebecHoro gns BCix, wo
BM3HaloTb Bnagy bora-Laps.

enterprise ought to be abandoned. This was
definitely not the case with the Athonite
Monks. The tragic end of Athanasius’ life
notwithstanding, the Monks are convinced
that St. Athanasius and the Abbess, Mary the
Theotokos, are always with them to bless,
guide, chide and accompany them until the
end of the age and the life of the age to
come. The Athonite community has known
hard times and times of great blessing.
Notwithstanding — or perhaps better, in
response to - the rise of secular humanism,
monastic vocations to the Holy Mountain are
thriving.

The Church continues to celebrate the
mermory of St. Athanasius and his six brother
monks. And each of us deals with the
challenging question with which we began
this meditation on the life of St. Athanasius
the Athonite and, with God’s help, derive
meanings which are helpful for us as we live
our lives in a world which is not Heaven, but
rather an Icon of (and a gateway to) Heaven
for all who submit to the Kingship of God.




