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Giving Cross
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Blevationaf the Gross

"MipHocmMo XpecT i BCce, WO
npasamBe, 36upaerbca pokynu>» (Cs.
AHpapin Kputcbkuin)"

Lle CegaTo BCTaHoBMUB B p. 335-My
ImnepaTtop XpuctuaHuH, Ce. KOHCTaHTUH
Benukuin (306-337), y cnigytounin aAeHb
nicns nocBsivYeHHi BenIMkoro Xpamy
CesaToro BockpeceHHs B Epycanunmi, SKn
y cobi npumiwye Nonrodty, ae 6ys
po3n’'aTun Mocnoab i C.. Npi6, ae
nonoxwunu Moro Mpeuwncre Tino, Ta 3
aKoro BiH Bockpec i3 MepTBuUX.

KoHcTaHTUH 6yB nepeMir JliuiHisg,
Bo/0Aaps CXiAHbOT YacTUHU PMCbKOIl
iMrepii, nicng Toro Ak BiH Haka3as
HayepTaTu 3HaK XpecTa Ha LWKUTax cBoro
BiiCbKa, NOBIpPUBLUM B TakKe 3HauYiHHA
BWAIHHS 3HaKa XpecTa Ha Hebecax i3
Hanucom «LiMM 3HaKoM nepemoxelt». BiH
yxe 6yB NpUNUHUB rOHIHHSA XPUCTUSH
Eanktom MepionaHcbkuMm B p. 313-My
rnepemirwn MakceHTid, Bonogaps 3axigHoi

"The Cross is exalted, and
everything true gathers together”
(St. Andrew of Crete)"

This Feastday was established in the
year 335 by the Christian Emperor, St.
Constantine the Great (306-337), the
day after the consecration of the great
Temple of the Resurrection which
houses within it Golgotha, where the
Lord was crucified and the Holy
Sepulchre, where His Body was laid and
from which He rose from the dead.

Constantine had won victory over,
Licinius, ruler of the eastern part of the
Roman Empire, after he had the Sign of
the Cross emblazoned on the shields of
his army in response to a vision he had
had of the Cross in the sky with the
words “In this sign conquer”. He had
already halted the persecution of
Christians by his Edict of Milan in 313,
having defeated Maxentius the ruler of
the western part of the Empire.
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yacTtuHm IMnepii.

CB. KOHCTaHTWH nNparHyB 3HANUTH
npasanBui Xpect FocnogHin i nocnas
CBOIO CTapeHbky mamy, CB. €Eneny,
WwyKaTu roro B Epycanmmi. HapewTi
MPUNLLOB A0 HEei CTapui EBpeN, Wo
Ha3mBascs tOaa, 3 BiCTKOW, WO XpecTa
6ynu 3akonanu nig XxpaMoM 6oruHi nobosi
SA3NYHUKIB, BeHepu, AKoro cnopyaunm
PUMNSAHW Haa MicueMm, ae 6yB po3n’aTuin
npasanesui ocnoab Jlro6osu.

3HaWLWAW TpU XPECTU Ta YOTUPU UBAXU, GK
TaKoX i AOWKY 3 Hanucom lNunara.
MaTpiapx Makapin 3BeniB NONOXUTU TiNO
MepTBOro YON0BiKa, AKOF0 XOPOHUNN, Ha
KOXXHOMY 3 XpecTiB. MpaBanBun Xpect
NOBEPHYB MepTBOMY XWUTTH. Konn ue
nobaums lOpa BiH yBipyBaB y F'ocnoaa i
NpUNHAB XpeLweHHs 3 iM'aMm Kupiak.
Mi3Hiwe BiH cTaB i Ennckonom €pycannmy
i NPUIAHSAB MYYEHMLUTBO 3a iMnepartopa
lOnisaHa BiactynHuka (361-363).

LLlo6 paty KOXXHOMY MOXJ/IUBICTb
NMOKNOHUTUCSA nepea npeuiHHM [lepesom
XpecTta, noro nigHecnu y HanpsiMmok 4-ox
CTOpiH CBITY, i NOAN BKJTIOHANUCH Nnepen
HUM i NOCTiMHO cniBanu «lFocnoau
NOMUNYI>».

Mu Tex NOoKJIOHSAEMOCH nepes XpecTtoMm
AKMI NEeXUTb Nepes HaMmu NpUKpaLleHuin
poxamu nocepeg Haworo Xpamy. BiH
NOEAHAHWI 3 NpaBaMBUM XpeCcToM, Ha
akomy ocnogb nponus Ceoto KpoB i
BigaaB CBOE xuTTts, wWob 3406yt Ta
ouunctutu Ceoto HesicTy, LlepkBy, KOl MU
€ UneHamu

Hexai Hawe €aHaHHA 3 XpecToM
FocnogHiM fae HaM yciM Cnokil Ta pagdicTb
a TaKoX i BiABary M cusy HOCUTU BACHI
Xpectu Momy Ha cnasy a Hapoaosi Moro
Ha cnaciHHA. AMiHb

St. Constantine longed to find the true
Cross of the Lord and sent his aged
mother, St. Helena, to look for it in
Jerusalem. Finally an elderly Jewish man
named Jude came to her with the
information that the Cross had been
buried beneath the temple of Venus, the
pagan goddess of love, which the
Romans had built over the place of the
Crucifixion of the true Lord of Love.

Three crosses were found there as well
as four nails and the board with Pilate’s
inscription on it. When Patriarch
Macarius directed the body of a dead
man from a funeral to be placed upon
the crosses one by one, the true Cross
restored the man to life. Jude believed
in the Lord having seen this miracle and
was baptized with the name Cyriacus
(meaning “of the Lord”). He later
became Bishop of Jerusalem and
suffered martyrdom under the reign of
Julian the Apostate (361-363).

In order to give everyone the
opportunity to venerate the priceless
Relic of the Lord’s Passion, the Cross
was elevated in the four directions of the
compass as the people bowed down
before it singing over and over: “Lord
have mercy”.

We too bow before the Cross which lies,
adorned with roses, in the middle of the
Temple. It is linked with that true Cross
upon which our Lord shed His blood and
offered up His life to win and purify His
Bride, the Church, of which we are
members.

May our link with the Cross of the Lord
give us all peace and joy as well as
courage and strength to bear our own
Crosses for His glory and the salvation
of His people. Amen.




