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27-ma Hepina no
MN'aTmpecaTHuui:
Mpuroan 6uTteu!

Twenty-Seventh Sunday
after Pentecost:
The Adventure of Battle!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org
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XpUCTUAHWN TBEPAATL pillyye Ta 3
rNMMH6OKNUM nepeKoHaHHsaM, Wo ue -
Boxuin cBiT. bor xxe - TBopeub
yCbOro, wo €. BiH — npasansum
Bonopgap i Llap BCeneHHOI i )XoaHWM
CYNepHUK He MOXe KOHKYpyBaTu
npoT¥ HbOro 3 TpyUBaIMM YCMiXOM.
CynocraT, ansason (ue X 3Ha4diHHSA
Ha3Bu «CaTtaHa»), pobuTb WO nuLie
Moxe, wob cynpoTmuenatTucsa borosi,
ane mnoro 3ycunns 3aexan borom
nepeabaveHi. BoHn i BpaxoBaHi y
BoXUX nnaHax Ta OCTAaTOYHO HaBITb
nobaensaTb 3BEpLUeHOCTi Boxoi
nepemoru. (cHo 6a4ynMo ue B noaiax
HaBKO0 XpMUCTOBOrO po3n’aTTs).

A BCe X Taknm MW MaEMO 3i BCIEIO
CEepMO3HICTIO BIiAHOCUTUCS A0 KOXHOIo
o6bMaHy NyLWeHOro NpoTn Hac — 4n
noxoauTb BiH Bia CaTaHu Ta Moro

Christians affirm decisively, with
profound conviction, that this is
God’s world. God is the Maker of all
that is. He is the true Lord and King
of the universe and no competitor
can challenge Him with any lasting
success. The adversary, the devil
(the name "Satan" means just that)
does his best to oppose God, but his
efforts are always foreseen by God.
They are accounted for in God’s plan
and actually end up by adding to
God'’s victory. (This can be clearly
seen in the events leading up to and
following Christ’s crucifixion).

We must nonetheless take seriously
the deceptions that are launched at
us, whether they come from Satan
and his cohorts, or from our own
passions which we have not
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KOropTH, YM BiA HAWKNX BNACHMUX
NPUCTPACTEN, SKNX MU e He
onaHyBasiM, Yu BiA IHWKNX NOAEN, AKi
6yBalOTb 4aCTO HACTiNbKM 0BMaHeHi,
K He pa3 6yBaeMo cami Mu.

Ocb YoMy, B CbOrOAHILLHbOMY
Anoctoni (EdecsaH 6:10-17), Masno
TapcCiCbKniA Npuragye Ham npo Te, sk
ue Baxkimeo, Wob Mn ynosanu Ha
Focnopa, KM piBHOX € HALWIUM
MNpuarenem, MNpoBiAHVUKOM i
He3piBHAHMM YunTteneM. Cs. NaBno
nuwe: «[3]MigyHanTecsa Nocnogom Ta
MOTFYTHICTIO CUIN Moro! 3oasrHiTbca B
noBHy Boxy 36poto, wob mornu su
CTaTW NMpPOTN XNTPOLLIB
ONSBONIbCbKNX>.

MNasno 6y nobutenem cnopty. BiH
nobue AMBUTUCA Ha 3MaraHHS 6opuis.
BiH i BXknBae obpasu 3 4bOro cnopry,
Wwob nokasaTtn Te, 9K XpUCTUAHMU
MYCSATb 3MaraTtucs, wob onaHysaTn
CBOI NPUCTpPACTI i peanizyBaTu CBin
noTeHuian, gk ynwbneHi aitu bora.
MaBno nuwe: «bo MM HEe MAEMO
6opoTbbu NpOTK KpOBI Ta Tina, ane
NpoOTM NOYaTKiB, NPOTW BNaau, npoTum
CBiTOMpPaBUTENIB LIEl TEMPABU, NPOTU
nigHebecHnx ayxis 3106m».

Yacom byBae, Wo Ti, AKi NponosiayoTb
Ha TeMy ui€l ymtatn 3 lNocnaHHga Cs..
AnocTtona lMaena no EdecsH ctatoTb
TaKMMM NOXMYPUMMK Ta CYBOPUMMU, LLO
MU MOXEMO NOMUIUTUCA Ta AyMaTy,
O MU NMOBUHHI 6oaTnca amasona i
cnyr moro. Ane ue - noBHa nomunka!
lMepemora IcycoBa - oCcTaToOuYHa i
BupiwanbHa! BiH BUKOHaB yce, Wo
noTpibHe ANnsa Haworo cnaciHHA. Ane
MU TaKoX MyCcuMMO pobuTu BCe, WO
TiIbKN MOXEMO MU, Wob6 uen
npeuiHHWN gap CTaB TaKoX HawuMm
BJlaCHUM gapoMm. Mun Mycmmo
nposBNaTU 3ycunns, wob noro
NPUNHATK, Moro 36epertn Ta Moro

mastered, or from other people, who
are often prone to be as deceived as
we often are.

This is why, in today’s Epistle
(Ephesians 6:10-17), Paul of Tarsus
reminds us how necessary it is to be
relying upon our Lord, Who is also
our Friend, our Guide and our
peerless Teacher. St. Paul writes:
"[B]e strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might. Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able
to stand against the wiles of the
devil."

Paul was a sports fan. He loved to
watch wrestlers. He uses images
from this sport to show that
Christians must exercise effort to
master their passions and realize
their potential as beloved children of
God. Paul writes: “For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places.”

Sometimes those who preach on this
text from St. Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians become so somber and
stern that we may make the mistake
of thinking that we have to be afraid
of the devil and his minions. This is
absolutely wrong! Jesus’ victory is
final and conclusive! He has done all
that is needed for our salvation.
However, we must also do all that
we can to make this precious gift
truly our own. We must exercise
effort to receive it, to preserve it and
to develop it to its full potential.

It may be useful for us to consider
this struggle against the deceivers
as an important and exciting




pO3BMBaTW A0 MOBHOIMO MOro
rnoTeHuiany.

MabyTtb 6yno 6 HaM KOPUCHO yBaxaTu,
O L€ 3MaraHHs npoTu TUx
obMaHLWmKiB — BaXxnmBa n
3axon4ya npuroaa, ska BMMarae
HaLWMX HalKpawmx 3yCusb Ta
pecypciB, noaibHO aK UbOro
noTpebytoTb aTneTn B CBOEMY
TPEHYBaHHI ANS CMOPTY, B SKOMY BOHMU
BiA3Ha4alTbCA.

Hanbinbw edektneHa 36pos npoTtu
CataHun 6e3yMOBHO i € Ta pajicTb Ta
yrNeBHEHH4, SKi NoXoAdaTb Big €4HAHHSA
3 borom, eaHaHHs, Wo 3 coboto
NPUHOCUTL YCi Aapwu, Akux BiH nogas i
Aani nofa€e HaMm, NOKIMKAKUM Hac
XWUTW Y LbOMY MNpPeKpacHOMY CBITi, WO
csie Moro cnasoto Ta no60B’10.

adventure which demands all of our
best efforts and resources, just as is
required of athletes as they train for
the particular sport in which they
excel.

The most efficient weapon against
Satan may well be the joy and
certainty which come from union
with God, a union which includes all
the gifts that He gave and still gives
us in calling us to live in this
beautiful world which shines with His
glory and His love.
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