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29-1a Hepina no
MN'aTnpecaTHuui: NoHap
yCsiKy Hapito!

Twenty-Ninth Sunday after
Pentecost: Against All
Hope!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

-

Ckopo Bxe npubyae HanaoBLLa HiY y
poui. 1na NoAMHN, KA He NpuUragye
Te, 9k 6yno B nonepeaHix pokax, a
ocob6nmBo, aka - 6e3BipHa, Us Hid
MOXe BUKIMKATK po3nay. YoMy x
COHLE TaK WBNAKO cxoBanocsa? Yum
CTaHYTb AHi BCE€ KOPOTLWIi N KOPOTLUI
[OTU AOKU BOHU 30BCIiM NMO3HUKAIOTL?
Yum 3nMMa 1 Xxonopa HasaBxau
naHyBaTUMyTb Ha4 3eMNnew?

AKa NpueMHa Tenep uga Hagid, Ky
NPUHOCUTb HAaM Hapoa)KeHHS
Xpuctose! He anBo, WO XPUCTUAHMU
Nerko CNpUMHSANN 3BMYan CBATKYBaTH
rnepemMory «HernepeMoXHoro CoHus»
(naTnHoto ue - dies soli invicti), sKky
Big3Hayann pUMNAHN-A3UYHUKU. BOHN
X nos’asysanun ue CBATO 3
HapoaxeHHaMm Icyca, «CoHus
npaBegHOCTI», K Moro Ha3usae
Tponap PizgBa Xpuctosoro. OTox
nepemarae TyT Hapifl, He TOMY, WO
NPOCTO NMPOMOBYaAM po3nay, a Tomy,
O MM Bipoto BUbpanu NpunHATH
HaAito, Xo4 i NOKyWTyBanm posnadvi n
CYMHiBY.

Ane HaBiTb nepes uuM MNMpasHUKOM

The longest night of the year is fast
approaching. For someone who does
not remember how it was in previous
years, and, especially, who does not
have faith, this night may be an
invitation to despair. Why does the
sun hide itself away so quickly? Will
the days keep on getting shorter and
shorter until they disappear
altogether? Will winter and cold hold
sway over the earth forever?

How welcome at this time is the
hope which is brought to us by
Christ’s Nativity. It is not surprising
that Christians readily accepted the
tradition of celebrating the victory of
the "invincible sun" (Latin: dies soli
invicti) celebrated by the pagan
Romans. They linked it with the
Nativity of the "Sun of
righteousness", Jesus, as He is
described in the Troparion of the
Nativity. Thus hope is the victor, not
because we have simply ignhored
despair, but because we have
chosen by faith to accept hope, even
though we have tasted of despair
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pafocTi 3 npusoay nepemoroto CoHus,
CMMBOJIA CBiT/1a K Tenna, Mu
3Haxo4MMO Le OAMH MOoYaToK ASf
Haail — we oauH lMpasHuk: 3a4aTTs
Boropoaunui (6inblWwicTb XpUCTUSH
3BYTb ii Boxoto MaTip’to, TOMy WO MU
BipMMoO, wWwo Icycy, Akni Big Hel
HapoauBecs € bor iICTUHHUN, AK i
iCTMHHa JTioguHa). Ana MNpaBocnaBHUX
ue — CBATO CKpOMHE, 4K i Mapis
3aBxaun byna ckpomHoto. Lle — He Ta
YPOUUCTICTb, AKY 3HAE CECTPUYHA
Pumcbka LlepkBa, 3 AKOKO NOKULLE He
MA€EMO MOBHOrro conpuyacTtd. Hawa
cecTpunyHa LlepkBa CBATKYE
«HenopouHe 3auaTTa» | Hagae Nnomy
0C06/IMBY BaX/IMBICTb.

A 4yoMy X He pobnaTb nodibHe
lMpasocnasHi? Yn ToMy, WO BipYEMO,
wo 3ayatTta Mapii He 6yno
«HenopoyHum» ? Hi, cnpaBa He B
TOoMYy. Lle TOMy, WO MK He BipUMO, WO
Lue nepBopogHun rpix Agama i €sm
nepeaaEeTbCcs AiTAM iXHIMM 6aTbKaMu
yepes cTtaTesi 3HOCUHU. Mun BipnMoO,
Wwo Mapia 3a4anacs y 3Bu4aniHuim
cnoci6, nboB’to Ta Bipoto ii 6aTbKiB,
Moakmma 11 AHHK. Hawe Borocnos’s
He Mae noTpebu Ha NOHATTSA
«HagnpupoaHoi bnarogaTi», aka
3axucTtuna Mapito Big nepBopoaHOro
rpixa. Ana Hac Mapia, HanceaTiwa Mix
yCiMa >XiHKaMu,- NOBHICTIO NII0ANHA, 9K
i MK, i 9K i MK cnacnacs Big cMepTi,
Ky BCi MM BCcnaaKyBanwm Big Anama,
AK MOro Hallaakun — BTineHHaM i
cnyxiHHaM ii CunHa, Icyca. bor Bubpas
ii, @ BOHa AOCKOHAN0 N HENOXUTHO
BMb6pana BipHicTb boroBi. My Takox
MYCMMO HaMaraTucs Le X pobutu.

CBiTNno 3aca410 B A0OMi CTapeHbKOI
napu, Moakuma i AHHW, yno6aeHnx
borom cepep 3MMmn iXHLOro posnavy.
BoHu, 6yno, aymanu, wo bor 3abys
npo Hux, 60 X A0 TOro yacy He
no6narocnoBmB iX AUTUHOK. A TOAI

and doubt.

Yet even before this festival of joy
over the victory of the Sun, the
symbol and source of light and
warmth, we find another beginning
for hope - another festival: that of
the Conception of the Mother of God,
the Theotokos (most Christians call
her Mother of God because we
believe that Jesus, Who was born of
her, is truly God as well as truly
human). For the Orthodox it is a
humble festival, just as Mary was
always humble. It is not the solemn
event it is in our sister Church, the
Church of Rome, with which we do
not yet have full communion. Our
sister Church celebrates the day as
"The Immaculate Conception" and
attaches major importance to it.

Why do the Orthodox not do
likewise? Is it because we believe
that Mary’s conception was
not"immaculate"? No, that’s not it. It
is because we do not believe that
the original sin of Adam and Eve is
transmitted by parents to their
children through sexual relations.
We believe that Mary was conceived
in the usual fashion through the love
and faith of her parents, Joachim
and Anna. Our theology has no need
for the concept of a "supernatural
Grace" which prevented Mary from
being touched by original sin. For us,
Mary, the most holy of all women,
was fully human like the rest of us,
and like all of us, was saved from
the death which we have inherited
from Adam, as his offspring. We are
all of us saved by the incarnation
and the ministry of Jesus, her Son.
God chose her and she chose

God in a perfect and complete way.
And so must we endeavour to do.




npurwna Mapis, sk cniBaeMo B
Tponapesi Npa3HnKa «noHag yCcsaKy
Haaito». I B NOBHOTI 4Yacy BOHa,
Ayxom CBaTtuMm, 3a4ana Mecitw, Icyca,
SKUIM BIYHO CHE HENEPEMOXXHUM

CBIiT/IOM CMacCiHHA AJ19 BCi€l BCEJIEHHOI.

In the midst of the winter of despair,
a light shone in the home of the
aged couple, Joachim and Anna,
beloved by God. They had thought
themselves forgotten by God
because, until that time, He had not
blessed them with a child. Then
came Mary, as we sing in the
Troparion of the Feast, "against all
hope". And in the fullness of

time she, by the Holy Spirit,
conceived the Messiah, Jesus, Who
shines forever with the invincible
light of salvation for all the cosmos.




