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24-1a Hepginsa no
MN'aTmpecaTHuui: PigHi
boroBi — i opgHe oaHOMY!

Twenty-Fourth Sunday
after Pentecost:
Family to God and Each
Other!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

Y cborogHiwHboMy Anoctoni (EdecsaH
2:14-22) MW YYEMO pajicHy BICTKY,
AKYy 3BiWaEe NMaBno XpuctnaHam-
HeeBpesaM MicTta Edecy npo Te, wo bor
X npueagHaB Ao CBOEI BiYHOT poanHy,
aKy BiH ntobuTtb i paau gKkoi BiH Bigaas
Hanbinbwy XepTBy. PO3ayMytoun Haa
UMM TAIHCTBEHHWUM MNPUEAHAHHAM, MU
MOXeMO AiNTK A0 NoaMBYy, A0 Haaii Ta
BipK, i 3806yTM cnokin Ta paaictb!

AHHa JleHpepc (nceBaoHiM EcTtepu
MoniHn ®pigman Jlegepep), KOMULWHSA
BiJOMa aMepunKaHCbKa XYpHanicTka,
Lo AaBasia nopaan Ha pi3Hi XUTTEBI
notpebu, konucb 6yna Hanucana, wo
penirito Oaai3zMy ocHyBas ABpaam
4000 nit TOMy. [BaxnuBa 3ayBara: He
cami ntoan 6epyTb yyacTb y
3aCHYBAaHHI penirii — TakKnm YnMH Takox
ctocyeTbcsa Camoro bora, a ue
0co6/1BO, K BIpUMMO, BiAHOCUTLCA A0
cnosigaHHsa Ce. ABpaamal]. Tapcieub
[MaBs0 NPOMOBASB 3 KOHTEKCTY

In today’s Epistle (Ephesians 2:14-
22) we hear Paul tell his readers, the
Gentile (non-Jewish) Christians of
Ephesus, the joyous news that God
had included them in His eternal
family, which He loves and for which
He has made the greatest of
sacrifices. Meditating upon this
mysterious inclusion can lead us into
wonder, hope, faith, peace and joy!

The renowned American advice
columnist, Ann Landers (pen name
of Esther Pauline Friedman Lederer),
once wrote that the religion of
Judaism was founded by Abraham
4000 years ago. [An important
comment: in the founding of a
religion it is not only humans who
are involved. The action also
involves God - particularly so, we
believe, in the case of St.
Abraham!]. Paul of Tarsus was
speaking out of the context of the
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penirinHoi cnaawmHu K0aaismMy o
KOJIMLLHIX iA0NONOKIOHHUKIB, TOH6TO A0
TUX, AKUX penirinHa Tpaauuia 6yna
ornaoto ANns y4YaCHuUKIB MOro x
cninbHOTU. [1oCNTb He JaBHO nepep
umm cam Maeno 6yB 6M yHUKAB LUUX
EdecsaH.

Ta 3ycTpiy NMasna 3 IcycoM Bce
nepeMiHuna. BiH nepea umm 6yB
NHOTUM BOPOrOM rpoMagm, siky
3acHyBaB Icyc, i nanko npucesyeHnmn
il 3HMLWEHHI0. Ta KON BiH 3HaNLWOB
Ffocnoga y MICTUYHIN 3yCTpidi no
Aopo3si ao Aamacky (noais us onucaHa
B uin IKoHi), To Icyc He 3aroBopus
rocTpo A0 Hboro. lNMaBno 3HanLwoB
Moro narigHWM Ta nackasuM, a PiBHO
XX NpaBavBuM i npaMunM. BiH nigaascs
nto6b0oBi Ta APYXKHOCTI, AKUX 3HAULLOB Y
ocnogai.

I Toni Bce nepemiHunocsa! MNagno
3HAMNLWOB A0Ci HE BiAOMUIN MOMY
CNoKin. BiH cTaB CNOKIMHUM caM y
cobi. BiH cTtaB cnokiHnM nepen Borom
— COBICTb Xe€ MOro crtana 4ucToto i BiH
Bia4yB, Wwo bor npuiiHae noro. BiH
TakKoX noyyeas cebe NpMMUpeHUM 3
pewToro nacTea. BiH yxe 6inblwe He
noAinse noaen Ha eBpeiB i HEEBpPEIB.

MaBno ocMUCNMB Te, WO NEPEXMUB i
AINWOB A0 TakKoro BUCHOBKY: BiH CTaB
nepeKkoHaHuUM y ToMy, Lo Koan Icyc
Hapoausecs y cBiTi, To umm Cam bor
npunHaB Tino. BiH i Tak 6yB TBopuUEM i
Npomucnutenem BCix. A 3apa3 BiH
CTaB TakoX HaM PigHUM — He
nepecrtasLwwmn Hikonu 6yt n Tum, LWo
3aBXxau 6y, un pagwe Lo 3aBxau €.
Y MiCTUYHUI (ane UifIkoM peasibHUi)
Cnoci6, KoXXHa NoAnHA, SKa KOIu-
Hebyab Xuna un XutTuMe — 3apas
cTana piaHa borosi, To6To M1 Momy
poauHa. Mu Bxe b6inblue He YyXi
Borosi!

religious heritage of Judaism to
former idolaters - people whose way
of being religious was an
abomination to the people of his
community. Until relatively recently
Paul himself would have avoided
these Ephesians.

However meeting Jesus had changed
things for Paul. He had been a bitter
enemy of the community founded by
Jesus, passionately dedicated to its
destruction. Yet when he met the
Lord in a mystical encounter on his
way to Damascus (which is depicted
in this Icon), Jesus did not speak
harshly to him. Paul found Him to be
gentle and kind as well as truthful
and direct. He surrendered to the
love and friendship He found in the
Lord.

And everything changed! Paul found
a peace he had not known before.
He was at peace with himself. He
was also at peace with God: his
conscience was clear - He felt that
God had accepted him. He was also
at peace with the rest of humanity.
He no longer divided the world into
Jews and Gentiles.

Paul thought about what he had
experienced and found this
explanation: he was convinced that
when Jesus was born into the world,
God Himself had taken on flesh. He
had been Creator and Sustainer of
everyone. Now He also became
Family to us - without ceasing to be
Who He had been before, or, better,
Who He always is! In a mysterious
(but completely real) way every
human who had ever lived or would
ever live was now related to God in a
familiar - family - way. We were no
longer strangers to God!




Ta ue TakoX O3Ha4ae, Wo MU - pigHi
oAHe ogHoMy. [MaBno BXxe He
MoYyyBaBCS HEBUIAHO CMiNIKYKOUYUCH 3
NIOAbMU, SKUX rnepes CBOEK
nepeMiHoto BiH 6yB 61 yHUKaB. BoHU
CTasin oMY MOTEeHUIMHUMN 6paTamMm i
cectpaMun — i Mmornm 6 ctat TakuMn B
KOHKPETHUX, WOAEHHUX
cninkyBaHHaX. Kpyr moro apysis
3Ha4yHO nobinbwuBcSA. BiH BKAO4YaB
nwonen ayxe BigMiHHMX MOXOAXKEHb.

O4yeBWAHO, WO Taka nepeMiHa He
npuxoauna asTomatu4yHo. Tpeba 6yno
6araTo Ba)kKoi npaui, NOCTIMHOI Haail,
Bipu Ta npoweHHA. Ane yBecb
NOACBKUIA pig cnpasai Tak i
3anpoLeHnin 40 y4acTi B 34INCHEHHIO
LbOro pOAVMHHOIO CMiNIKYBAHHSA MOMIX
KOXHOI M KOXHWUM, XTO TifIbKU XUB YU
XUTnMe.

AK XpUCTUAHU, OXpeLLEeHi Ta Bipyoui,
MU BXKe BKJIOUMNNCS Y Ler npouec
CBOEK Y4acTiO Y XPUCTUSAHCBKIN
rpomagi, B Napadii. Haw npusinen,
Haw o060B’s30K, Halla paAiCTb i Hawa
BTiXa - Aani 6yaysatn U0 poanHY.
OTOX NPOAOBXYMMO XNUTU, MOSTUTUCS,
CBATKYBaTW, CYyMyBaTu 1 TilLUTUCSA
oAHe 3 ogHUM - i 3 Icycom, Aknin Hac
3anpoLlye, HacC CynpoBOAUTb i HacC
3anpouwye !

This also meant that we became
family to each other. Paul no longer
felt uncomfortable to associate with
people whom he would have avoided
before his transformation. They were
potentially brothers and sisters - and
could become so in concrete,
everyday relationships. His circle of
friends expanded vastly. It included
people of the most diverse
backgrounds.

Such a transformation does not
come about automatically, of course.
There is hard work and consistent
hoping, believing and forgiving
involved. But all of humanity is
invited to participate in the
realization of this family relationship
between everybody who has ever
lived or will ever live.

As Christians, baptized and
believing, we are already involved
in this process by being in a
Christian community, a Parish. It is
our privilege, our duty, our joy and
our delight to keep on building this
family. Let us then keep on living,
praying, celebrating, grieving and
rejoicing with each other - and with
Jesus, Who leads us, Who invites us,
Who accompanies us and Who
welcomes us!
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