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25-ta Hepinsa no N'atnaecatHuui: YaBiMo cobi cycipa!

Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost:

Imagine Your Neighbour!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

AKLWO YBaXHO MPUCTYyXaEMOCh A0
CbOroAHiWHbOI EBaHrenii (Jlyku
10:25-37), TO MOXe MOYYEMO Yy HiN
yyeHHs Icyca, wo 6naropoaHa peniris
notpebye yssu.

Llieto €EBaHrenieto Nocnoab Aapye Ham
LiHHWI Ta HeBUYepnHun ckapb:
Mputuy npo Jobporo CamapsiHnHa. Lis
npuTYya X 3anpoLye Hac AUBUTUCSA
iHaKWe Ha TUX, SKNUX 3BUKIN MU
BBaXaTW 3a BOPOriB Ta OMOHEHTIB.

If we listen carefully to today’s
Gospel (Luke 10:25-37) we may be
able to hear Jesus telling us that a
noble religion requires imagination.

With this Gospel the Lord gives us a
precious, inexhaustible treasure: the
Parable of the Good Samaritan. This
parable invites us to see those whom
we have become accustomed to
consider enemies and opponents in a
different way. It tells us that we can
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BoHa kaxe HaMm, Lo M1 MOXEMO
HaBuMTUCA BaunTK iX, K CycCigiB ayxe
NOTPIOHMX Y HALLIOMY XWUTTI.

Y uin nputyi Icyca, HewacHu eBpen,
Ha SIKOro Hananu rpabixkHuKK, i
3anmMuwmnm noMnupaTu, oTpmMman
AOMNoOMOory Big TOro, sIKOro, 3a CBOIM
BMXOBAHHSAM, BiH MaB 6u 6yB yBaxaTtu
CNagKoBWM BOPOroMm: BiA
HenpaBoBipHoro CamapsiHuHa. Y Tou
TaKUM KPUTUYHUI MOMEHT LS X, Taka,
Haye 6 To HeEHaAinHa, NtoAMHA TaKkun
niwia Ha pU3NK YCTPSAHYTU Y XUTTSA
LbOro 4osioBika i gornomornaa momy
NOBEPHYTUCH B psian 340POBUX,
XUBYUUX, MPOLBITAOYNX NOLACBKUX
iCTOT.

Ti, AKMX HewacHun mycis 6un 6yB
yBaxaTu CBOIMU COKO3HUKAMU, MOro X
6paTTa i3paiNbTsaHM, CAiINbHUKK B BIpI,
Ta HaBiTb NPOBIAHWUKWN, MOKUHYIN NOrO
noOMMpaTn, Tak aK ue 3pobunu 6ynu
6aHaANTU. YM 3yNMHUINCA BOHU HaL
TUM, WO YNHWUAU, KONU 3annWmnnm
noro Hanpussonsawe? Yn
YyCBigoOM0BaAU, WO BOHW CBOIM
BUMHKOM, uuM, MabyTb Kpalue,
HeAOoTArHeHHsM, cebe nocTaBuIN Ha
TOM Xe piBeHb, W0 6e33aKOoHHI
XyniraHu, 4Ki Tak NowKoAUIN IXHbOMY
3eMNAKOBI | NOKMHYIN MOMUpaTn?

MabyTb BOHU He TaK 3p0o3yMinu
cripaBy. A BCe OAHO Le He onpaBAoBYE
X y TOMY, LLO BOHW HE MOKOPUCTANNUCh
CBOEIO YSBOIO, | HE nobaynnum cammnx
cebe, 9K NOTEHUIMHNUX KaHAMAATIB Ha
TakKe caMe TpaKTyBaHHS, WO OTpuMaB
BiH. Konun 6 BOHM 6ynn Tak nogymanmu
npo ue, To BOHM Mornn 6 npuragatm
Co6i BUeHHSs CB. NMncaHHA: «Mun XHEMO
Te, Wo nocisann» (ue X BapiaHT
3onoTtoro pasuna, 9KOro BYUNTb
Malnxe KOXHa peniria B cBiTi!). Toai
BOHM 6ynun 6 MabyTb Takn noganu Lin

come to see them as neighbours,
whom we very much need to have in
our lives.

The poor Jewish fellow who was
attacked by robbers and left for dead
in Jesus’ parable got help only from
someone whom he had been raised
to despise as a hereditary enemy: a
wrong-believing Samaritan. It was
this seemingly most unpromising
person who, at the most critical
moment in the man’s life, took the
risk of getting involved and helped
him get back into the ranks of
healthy, living, flourishing human
beings.

Those whom the unfortunate man
would have considered as allies: his
fellow-Israelites, fellow believers and
even leaders left him for dead just
as the bandits had done! Did they
stop to consider what they were
doing by leaving him to his fate? Did
they see that, by their action - or,
perhaps better, inaction - they were
putting themselves on the same
level as the lawless ruffians who had
hurt their countryman and
abandoned him to die?

Perhaps they did not see that. That
still would not excuse them for not
using their imagination and seeing
themselves as potential candidates
for the same sort of treatment he
got. If they had thought about it like
that, they might have remembered
what the Scriptures teach: that "we
reap what we sow" (a variation of
the Golden Rule, which is taught by
virtually every religion in the
world!). Then they might have
offered this tragic man some help.

Perhaps the Samaritan traveler was
more imaginative than the men who




TpariyHin NIOAMHI SKYCb AOMOMOrY.

Moxe nogopoxHun CamapssHUH MaB

Kpally YSBY Bif TUX, SIKi 3aNUWNAN LD

XXepTBY arpecii B KpOBi Ha Kpato
noporun. A Moxe BiH NPOCTO BYMHUB
Te, WO rMpupoaHO NPUXOANTb TUM, AKi
CTBOpEeHi Ha obpa3 i noaoby Boxy.
Moxe BiH NMPOCTO He 3YNMUHUBCS Hag
TuM, Wwob noaymaTu, WO, 3 Ors4y Ha
TXHi cnagwmHu, BiH 3 Ui€0 NIOANHOO
MaB HenpuMUpuMy Hesrogy. Moxe BiH
NPOCTO BYMHUB Te, WO BMMarasau
ob6CcTaBMHU. A BCe X Taku Moro aii
BMSABMAM LUboro CamapsiHMHa TUM
Han4yyaoBilWKMM 3 NoMix ntogen: BIH -
AOBPWUI CyCIA.

[exTo 3aBBaxye, Wo CBAWEHUK i
Nesut MabyTb 6ynu no Aoposi Ao
XpaMy, OTOX AOTWUK A0 4YOJI0BiKa B
KpoBi 3pobus 61 iX puTyanbHO
HEeYNCTUMM | UMM nepeLlKkoams 6u im
BWMKOHATK CBi 060B’A30K y XpaMi.
OTOX BOHM MabyTb NOCTaBWU/IN CBIN
CBSALWEHHUN 060B'A30K BULLe
060B’A3KYy AOMOMOITU CTpaxAatuoMmy.
Y CamapsiHuHa He 6yno Takoi AneMu.
Ta BCce 04HO 3HAYEHHSA MPUTYI BKA3yeE
Ha Te, Wwo o60B’A30K AOMNOMOITH
notpebytodin noanHI MaB 6um
nepeBnLMNTU pUTyanbHe CIYXIHHS.
HacnpaBai ue 1 6y 61 eTMYHUIK aKT
noYnTaHHs TBOpPUS, WO CTBOPUB L0
noanHy Ha Cein obpas.

Yu cnyxadi Icyca 3po3yMinm 3HadiHHSA
L€l reHianibHOT NpuTYi | BKIanu i
BUYEHHSA Yy CBOIO iflocodito XUTTa? Hu

po6MMO Tak MU? IcycC NMOKasye HaM, Lo

He NpaBUAbHO 6yTU NiHMBUMU Y
MUC/IeHHIO, TO6TO AyMaTKU TiNbKuU
TpaauUIMHUMN MOAENSMW MMig03PIiHHS,
CTpaxy Ta camo36epexxeHHs.

Tax M1 HaBiTb Mornu 6 nobaunTun
cammnx cebe B ponto UI€i XXepTBH,
NOPaAHEHOIro SKUMCb XUTTEBUM

left the victim of aggression lying
bleeding by the side of the road. Or
perhaps he just did what comes
naturally to those who are created in
the image and likeness of God.
Perhaps he just did not stop to think
that this was a person with whom,
due to their heritages, he had
irreconcilable differences. Maybe he
just did what needed to be done.
Nevertheless his actions showed the
Samaritan to be that most wonderful
of human beings: A GOOD
NEIGHBOUR.

It has been noted that the priest and
the Levite were likely on their way to
the Temple, and touching a man
with blood on him would have made
them ritually unclean and so
prevented them from carrying out
their duty at the Temple. And so
they may have placed their sacred
duty at the Temple above their duty
to help a suffering person. The
Samaritan would not have had the
same dilemma. Nonetheless the
implication of the parable would be
that the duty of helping a person in
need ought to take priority over
ritual worship. In fact it would even
be an ethical act of worship of the
Creator Who had made this person
in His image.

Did Jesus’ listeners grasp the
implications of this ingenious parable
and make this lesson part of their
life philosophy? Do we? Jesus has
shown us that it is wrong to be
mentally lazy, i. e. to think only in
standard, traditional patterns of
suspicion, fear and defensiveness.

Why, we can even imagine ourselves
to be this victim who has been hurt
by something she or he has
experienced in this life. Then we can




aocsigom. Toai Mm Mmornum 6 no6aumTu
B cobi i HacTaBneHHs TUX Ntoaen, ki
He XOTinu gonomorTtu. e - aaBHs
3BMYKA HE 3aCTaHOBNATUCA Hapj
6onuynmMm cnpaBsamu, a NpocTo
3a/IMLWATH X KPOBaBUTU CMYTKOM,
LUMHI3MOM Ta po3nadyeM y HaloMy
XUTTi. Ta 3 gonoMorow Icyca Mu
TaKOX MOXeMO 3HanTn B cobi n Toro
Ho6bporo CamapsiHMHa, AKUN
3yNUHSETLCS | 6epe Ha cebe
BignoBiganbHICTb 3a Nnpobnemy. (Mu
MOXXeMo 6aunTK B Ui IKOHI, Wo
Nobpun CaMapsiHUH TO Hacnpasai —
Icyc, a, moxe, Icyc, Akun gie y Hac i
rnoyepes Hac). Kopucratoum ysaBot Ta
BiABarot, Mun Moxemo 6ytn obpummn
cycigamu caMi cobi — i BCiM, WO
[OBKONa Hac. Bce noynHaeTbLCa B
HYTpi Hac camMux!

also see in ourselves the attitude of
those people who did not want to
help - the old habit of not examining
the things that hurt, of just leaving
them be, just letting them lie there
bleeding sadness, cynicism and
despair into our lives. But with Jesus’
help we can also find the Good
Samaritan in us, who pauses and
takes charge of the problem. (We
may see in the Icon that the Good
Samaritan really is Jesus - and also,
perhaps, Jesus working in and
through us). Using imagination and
courage we can be a good neighbour
to ourselves - and to others all
around us. It begins within!
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