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«HeonucaHe Cnoso OTu4, WO NPUIAHANO TiNO
Bia Tebe, boropoauue, oNUCanoch.»
(HepginbHunii KoHpak)

CboroaHi npaBocnaBHi N0 BCbOMY CBITi
CBATKYIOTb Nepemory Mpasocnas’s Haz,
OCTaHHbOIO BEJIMKOIO EPECCHO.

€pecb — Le BiaxuneHHa Big npasgm Bipw.
MNpaBocnas’a Hemae odiLitHOro Nigpy4YHUKa
BipOHaB4YaHHA Kpim Hikeo-Llapropoacbkoro
Cumsona Bipwu, aky nporonocmnun nepui asa
BceneHcbki Cobopu 325 Ta 381 pokis. OaHak
uet CMMBOAN Aa€ I'PYHT AN1A NOCNiA0BHOI Ta
4yA0BOI NnepcnekTueu npo e, Kum € bor i Ak
BiH BigHOCKTbCA A0 CBOro CTBOPIHHA.

BiH nporonowye, wo bor — EguHnin. BiH —
Oreupb. | BiH BiYHO HapoaKye CuHa, AKniA €
Bor icTMHHUI Big Bora icTUHHOrO, WO

“No one could describe the Word of the
Father; but when He took flesh from you, O
Theotokos, He accepted to be described.” (The
Sunday Kontakion)

Today the Orthodox throughout the world
celebrate the Triumph of Orthodoxy over the
last of the great heresies.

A heresy is a deviation from the truth of the
faith. Orthodoxy does not have an official
compendium of doctrines apart from the
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed proclaimed by
the first two Ecumenical Councils of 325 and
381. However this Creed lays the groundwork
for a consistent and excellent perspective on
Who God is and what He does for His creation.

God is proclaimed to be perfectly One. He is the
Father. Also He eternally begets the Son, Who is
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BTIZIMBCA Yy NPOCTOPI i Yaci, AK KOHKPETHaA
JloguHa, Icyc 3 Hasapeta, Mecis, Xpucroc.

Icyc € ogHa borontoacbka Ocoba, i B Hbomy
ictotn Boxka i /lloacbKa — B JOCKOHaNIin
€QHOCTI, | He 3MilaHi a BUpa3Hi. Lle XK Te, Wwo
Hac cnacae, AK paficHO NPOro/owWye
MNpaBocnas’a. bor CuH 3 Nto60Bi Norogmecs
6yTH BTiNEHUM, K JTlogMHa, MOEAHYIOUN
TaKMM YMHOM NHOACbKY NPUpoay, AKYy MU
po3ainAaemo 3 Hum yepes ue borosTineHHsa, 3
BoxkectBom, 60 K BiH 3aBkam Bor icTMHHWUIA
Big bora icTuHHOro. Came ue BigAKPMBAE Ham
poctyn oo Pato. Le X i 4ae Ham MOXAUBICTb
3pOCTaTH 40 NOBHOTM NMOTEHLIANY, 33 AKUM
Hac cTBopuB Bor: Wwob cTaBaTh NOBHICTIO
noAibHMmmM go Haworo TeopusA — 6oramu
yepes bnarogatb; BiH ke - bor no icToTi
Csoin.

Ls icTMHa — noHag ntoacbKe po3ymiHHA, 60 X
BOHA MOEAHYE NHOACLKICTb — AKA BXKE cama Mo
cobi rnnboko TaemHMYa — 3 boxecTtBom, sike
6e3mexkHo BuLe byab 4oro, Lo N0AMHA
morna 6 3po3ymitu. Lo icTuHy Tpeba
NPUIAHATYK Bipoto, 3 1t060B’t0 Ta 3 NOANBOM, i
TOZAj BOHA OCAOE ACHMM CBIT/I0M YyCe, L0
A0BKoNa Bipytoyoro. Mu 6aunmo i cein
NoYaToK i CBOIO Li/ib Y HECKa3aHHil Nt060Bi
Boxin. Mu 6aunmo wnnax, no AKOMy Maemo
MNTK, AK TAKOXK HaLLy He pa3 NpPUrHidyove
HeBAaNi HAMAraHHA iTM No Hbomy. Mu
6aunMmo HeBUYEPMHI CKapbW NPOLLEHHS,
HACTaHOBM, 3a0XOYEHHA Ta CUU, AKUMMU
3aBXAM TaK Weapo obaaposye Hac bor, wo6
MW MOTF/IM 3HOBY MiAHATUCA MICNA KOXHOIo
ynazKy, MOBEPHYTUCA MiCNA KOXHOro
BifO/1lyKaHHA Ta NOCTiIMHO HamaraTncs MTn
Brepes A0 OCATHEHHA HALLIOro TaKoro
BMCOKOTO MOKJ/IMKAHHSA.

Ta NoACbKUIN PO3YM, SKMIM TaK 3aXOMNHOETHCA
30BHILLUHIM, TaK MOJIOHEHMI BNEBHEHICTIO NPO
CBOIO reHifANbHICTb, TaKM HaMara€eTbca
3p06UTU paLLioOHANbHUM Te, Lo NOHaA,
pauioHanbHicTio. OTOX Lto iCTUHY Tpeba byno
3aXMLLLATH, a 3aX1LLAKYU Ti, 3HAXOAUTU 1
cnoBa, AKi mornm 6 BUCNOBUTU Ti, AK TiNbKK

True God of True God, incarnate within space
and time as the concrete human Person, Jesus
of Nazareth, the Messiah, Christ.

Jesus is one Divine-Human Person, in Whom
the Divine and Human essences are in perfect
union, yet unmixed but distinct. It is this,
Orthodoxy joyfully proclaims, which saves us.
God the Son has lovingly accepted to be fully
incarnate as a Human Person, thereby linking
the humanity we share with Him as a result of
this Incarnation, with Divinity, for He always
remains true God of true God. It is this which
opens the way to Paradise for us. It is this which
makes it possible for us to grow towards the
potential with which God created us, to
become like our Creator, gods by grace as He is
God by essence.

This truth is beyond rational understanding for
it links humanity — a profound mystery in itself
— with Divinity, which is infinitely beyond
human understanding. It must be accepted by
loving and wondering faith and then it sheds a
radiant light on all that is around the believer.
We see our source and our destination as the
ineffable love of God. We see the path which
we must travel, as well as our sometimes
dismal failure to do so. We see the
inexhaustible forgiveness, direction,
encouragement and strength which are always
so generously extended to us by God so that we
may rise each time we fall, return each time we
stray, and keep on pressing forward to our high
calling.

Yet the human mind, bound up as it is in
external realities, captivated by the sense of its
own ingenuity, keeps on trying to make rational
that which is beyond reason. And so it became
necessary to defend this truth and, in so
defending, find the words to express it as
appropriately as could be, usually by paring
away statements that did not portray it very
well. Thus, even though the previous Councils
had proclaimed the truth that Jesus is perfectly
Human as well as perfectly Divine, some
Churchmen who gained the ear of the Emperor




MOXKHa, @ NepeBakHO TUM OO BiAKMAATH
BUC/IOBW, AKi He NepeaatoTh il HanexHo. | Tak,
xou nonepegHi Cobopu 6yam nporosocmam
icTMHY, Wwo lcyc — gockoHana JltoguHa, aK i
AOCKOHanu bor, aeaki LepKOBHI MyXi, AKi
Manun goctyn go Imnepatopa Jlesa
IcaBpAHMHa (685-741) aoaymanncb Ao Toro,
LLLO He MOXKHa npeacTasnATM Focnoga B
o0bpasax, 60 K TaKMM YMHOM MOKHa
npeacTaBAATU TinbKK JlloamHy, a He bora.
Tob6To, AK BOHW BBaXKanu, Taki obpass
noAinanu 6 HenoAinbHoro Xpmucra, oTox ix
Tpeba nos3byTucs.

Ta HeBig'eMHa BAACTUBICTb IIOANHM € Te, WO
il MOXKHa NpeaCcTaBUTM 1 ONMCaTK B C/10BaX Ta
B 0bpasax. KasaTu Lo TaK He MOXKHa pobuTn
no BiAHOWeEHHI #o Icyca, ue no cyTi
BiAKMAATH, Wo BiH cnpasai - He JlloguHa, a
Ha3aBXAW NOHAL, CNPABXKHbLO NIOACLKICTIO. |
33 UMM cnigye TBepAXKeHHA, Wwo BiH cnpasai
He NOEAHABCA 3 HALLO JIIOACHKOO
NPUPOAOI0, OTOXK HE MOXKe CMpaBaj PO3yMiTu
Hac i Ham cnisuyBaTu. [HWKYMK cnosamu, Moro
BTiJIEHHA He CNaca€ Hac a NPOCTO JAE Ham Lue
OAHY NPUYMHY NPOCNABAATA N NOYNTYBATU
Moro, ane npn ToMy TiNbKM NparHyTy i Hikoam
He ocAraT! eAHOCTI 3 HUM, 60 X mu Bnani
04N, AKi He MOXKYTb cami cebe cnacTu, -
OTOX i HIKO/IM HE OCATHEMO CMOKOIO Ta
rapmoHii, i Hikonn He 3006yaemo Palt, akui,
XOY i CTBOPEHWNI ANA HAC | TaKMM
npuBabAMBKUIA, ane BiYHO 3aKPUTUNA,
HeAOCTYMHUIA HaM.

Bnpoaos:k binblue ynm CTO POKiB
NpPaBOCAABHI MOIMANCA, PO3AYMYBaAn,
CTPa*KAANN Ta HAPELWTi OCATHYIN NOBHY
nepemory pagicHoi iCTUHU: a came, WO lcyc -
pivicHa JllogyHa AK i aivichuii Bor. | Moro i
Moro ntopeii Ta i1 Moro AHrenis MoxHa
npeAcTaBnATM B IKOHax, HaNMCaHUX 3a
0Co06IMBUM CTUNEM, AKOTO BUPOOUAK, W06
pa3om BUABAATU | Moro ntoackkicTb i Moro
BoxkecTBo. BiH cnpaBai npuiiwos o Hac, wob
OyTN 3 HAMM Ha3aBXKaM, Wo6 NiAHATU Hac 3
Hawux rpobis Ta NpmBecTM Hac o Pato.

Leo the Isaurian (685-741) were of the mind
that one could not portray the Lord in images,
because one could portray only the Human
nature and not the Divine and therefore such
images or Icons would divide the indivisible
Christ.

Yet one of the characteristics of a human being
is that they can be portrayed and described in
words and in images. To say that this could not
be done with Jesus was, in effect, to deny that
He was truly human — that He must always and
forever be beyond true humanity. It would
follow that He did not truly unite with our
human nature and could not truly identify with
and have compassion upon us. In other words
His Incarnation would not save us, but simply
give us another reason to worship and adore
Him and forever yearn and - since we are fallen
and unable to save ourselves — never truly
attain union with Him, never truly attain peace
and harmony, never regain the Paradise which,
although created for us, would forever remain
tantalizingly closed to us.

For more than a hundred years the Orthodox
prayed, meditated, suffered and finally received
the full victory of the joyous truth: Jesus is
indeed truly Human as well as truly Divine. He
can indeed — as can all of His people and His
Angels — be portrayed in Icons, in the particular
style developed to do so which intends to
convey both His humanity and divinity. He has
truly come to us, to be with us, to raise us up
from our tombs and bring us to Paradise.

This final victory was celebrated on the First
Sunday of the Great Fast at the direction of the
Empress Theodora in 843 (some sources say
842), and the Orthodox have celebrated it ever
since. There were times when, for political
reasons, anathemas against heretics, real or
perceived, were also proclaimed at such
celebrations. This is usually no longer the case.
Instead the Orthodox in many cities gather
together in one Temple, celebrate a special
Vespers and walk in a triumphal procession
holding up Icons.




Lo octaTouHy nepemory cBATKyBanu B lNepLuy
Hepainto Benukoro lMocty 3a Hakasom Lapuui
deopopu B p. 843 (penAki Axkepena noaaroTb
842), i MpaBocnaBHi TaK CBATKYIOTb 1T LLLOPOKY
Bif, TOro Yacy. byaun yacm Konm fo umnx
YPOUMNCTOCTEN TaKOXK A04aBanNun 1 aHaTEMMU
NPOKANATTA NPOTU EPETUKIB, CNPABXKHIX UM
yABHMX. [epeBaKHO LLe OCTaHHE Tenep He
pobnsaTb. HaTomicTb NnpaBocnaBHi B 6araTbox
micTax pasom y uto Heginto 36mpatoTbes B
oAHOMY XpaMmi, cy*KaTb 0cobmBy BeuipHio i
06xoaaTb Xpam y nepemMoxKHilt npouecii,
TpUMmatoum IKoHu.

[Nakyemo Borosi 3a Moro uyaosy municts a0
Hac, 3a Moro HesnamHy i 6e340HHy Nto6oB i
nocsavyemo cebe cammx cTaBaTh Bce
Kpawwmmu [koHamum Moro 6eamexxHoi cnasu,
cunm Ta ntobosi. AMiHb.

We thank God for His wonderful mercy towards
us, for His unfailing and unfathomable love and
we dedicate ourselves to ourselves become
better and better Icons of His infinite glory,
power and love.




