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«HeonucaHe Cnoso OTu4, WO NPUIAHANO TiNO
Bia Tebe, boropoauue, oNMCanoch.»

CboroaHi npaBocnaBHi N0 BCbOMY CBITi
CBATKYIOTb Nepemory Mpasocnias’sa Haz,
OCTaHHbOIO BEJIMKOIO EPECCHO.

€pecb — e BiaXWNeHHA BiA NpaBam Bipw.
MNpaBocnas’a Hemae odiLitHOro Nigpy4YHUKa
BipoHaB4YaHHA Kpim Hikeo-Llapropoacbkoro
CumBsona Bipu, AKy nporonocunm nepui Asa
BceneHcbki Cobopu 325 Ta 381 pokis. OaHaK
uet CMMBOAN Aa€ I'PYHT A4N1A NOCNiA0BHOI Ta
4y[0BOiI NepcnekTuBmM Ha Te, Kum € bor i Ak
BiH BigHOCKTbCA A0 cTBOpPIHHA CBOTO.

BiH nporonowye, wo bor — EgMHKMIA. BiH —
Oreupb. | BiH BiYHO HapozarKye CuHa, AKni €
Bor icTuHHWI Big Bora icTMHHOrO, i BTiAMBCA Y
NPOCTOpI i Yaci, AK KOHKpeTHa JltoauHa, Icyc 3
Haszapeta, Mecia, Xpuctoc.

Icyc € ogHa Borontoacbka Ocoba, i B Hbomy
Boxa i /lloacbKka icToTM — B 4OCKOHanin
€AHOCTI, ane He 3MillaHi a BUpas3Hi. Lle K Te,
LLLO HAC Cnacae, pagicHO NPOro/owWye

“No one could describe the Word of the
Father; but when He took flesh from you, O
Theotokos, He accepted to be described.”

Today the Orthodox throughout the world
celebrate the Triumph of Orthodoxy over the
last of the great heresies.

A heresy is a deviation from the truth of the
faith. Orthodoxy does not have an official
compendium of doctrines apart from the
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed proclaimed by
the first two Ecumenical Councils of 325 and
381. However this Creed lays the groundwork
for a consistent and excellent perspective on
Who God is and what He does for His creation.

God is proclaimed to be perfectly One. He is the
Father. Also He eternally begets the Son, Who is
True God of True God, incarnate within space
and time as the concrete human Person, Jesus
of Nazareth, the Messiah, Christ.

Jesus is one Divine-Human Person, in Whom
the Divine and Human essences are in perfect
union, yet unmixed but distinct. It is this,




Mpasocnas’a. bor CuH 3 nto608’ 10 NPUIAHAB
Te, Wob 6yTn BTiNEHUN, AK JTlogMHa, TaKUm
YMHOM NOEAHYIOYM IIOACBLKY NPUPOAY, AKY
MM po3ginaemo 3 Hum yepes ye
BorosTineHHs, 3 boxkectsom, 60 K BiH
3aBXKAu bor icTuHHWI Big Bora icTMHHOTrO.
AKpa3s ue BiaKpMBaE gna Hac Bxig o Pato. Lie
" 0A€E HaM MOXKAUBICTb 3pOCTaTU A0 NOBHOTH
noTeHLiany, 3a AKMM Hac cTBopmB bor: wob
CTaBaTV noAibHmn Ao Haworo Teopua —
6oramu yepes bnarogatb, a BiH - bor no icTori
Csoilt.

LA icTMHA — nOHAA4 NOACBKUMM PO3YMIHHAM,
60 K BOHA NOEAHYE NOACBKICTb — AKA BXKe
cama B cobi rnMboKo TaEMHMYa — 3
BorkecTBOM, a Le 6e3amexHO BuLEe Byab Yoro,
LLLO OAMHA MOXKe 3p03yMiTu. Lito icTuHy
Tpeba NnpuUnHATKU Bipoto, 3 1toboB’1o Ta
noAVBOM, @ TOAj BOHA OCAKOE ACHUM CBIiT/IOM
yce, WO A0BKoAa Bipytoyoro. Mu 6aummo i
CBilA NOYATOK i CBOIO Li/fib Y HECKA3aHHi
nobosi boxin. Mu 6aumMmo wnsax, no AKomy
MAEMO MTU, AK TAKOX Hally He pas
NPUrHiYYY0 HeBAANI HAMaraHHA UTU No
HbOMY. My 6aumMmo HeBMYEPHI cKapbu
NPOLLLEHHA, HACTAHOB, 3a0X0YEHHA Ta CUAMK,
AKMMM 3aBXKAN TaK Wenpo 064apoBye Hac
bor, wo6 mn mornun 3HoBy NigHATUCA Nicas
KOKHOFO ynagKy, NOBepHyTUCA nicna
KOKHOrO Bifil61lyKaHHSA Ta NOCTIMHO
HamaraTuca NTm Bnepes A0 OCArHEHHA
HALIOro BUCOKOTO NOK/IMKaHHA.

Ta NIOACbKNIM PO3YM, SIKUIA TaK 3aXonieHUi
30BHilLHIM, TaK NOJIOHEHWI BNEBHEHICTIO NPO
CBOIO reHia/IbHiCTb, TAKM HaMaraeTbeA
3pobUTK paLioHaIbHUM Te Lo NoHaA,
pauioHanbHicTio. OTOX Lo icTUHY Tpeba byno
3aXMLLATK, @ 3aXMLLAI0YM 3HAXOAUTU CNOBA,
AKi Mmoriv 6 BUCNOBUTU AK A06pe TiNbKK
MOKHa, @ NEPEBAXKHO TUM W06 BiAKMAATH
BUC/IOBW, AKi He nepeaasanu ii npaBuabHO. |
TakK xo4 nonepeaHi Cobopu 6ynu
NPOroaoCUAN iCTUHY, Wo lcyc — gockoHana
JtoaunHa, AK i gockoHanuii bor, aeaki
LLePKOBHI MYXKi, AKe Manu AoCcTyn 40
ImnepaTtopa /lesa lcaBpsAHuHa (685-741)

Orthodoxy joyfully proclaims, which saves us.
God the Son has lovingly accepted to be fully
incarnate as a Human Person, thereby linking
the humanity we share with Him as a result of
this Incarnation, with Divinity, for He always
remains true God of true God. It is this which
opens the way to Paradise for us. It is this which
makes it possible for us to grow towards the
potential with which God created us, to
become like our Creator, gods by grace as He is
God by essence.

This truth is beyond rational understanding for
it links humanity — a profound mystery in itself
— with Divinity, which is infinitely beyond
human understanding. It must be accepted by
loving and wondering faith and then it sheds a
radiant light on all that is around the believer.
We see our source and our destination as the
ineffable love of God. We see the path which
we must travel as well as our sometimes dismal
failure to do so. We see the inexhaustible
forgiveness, direction, encouragement and
strength which are always so generously
extended to us by God so that we may rise each
time we fall, return each time we stray and
keep on pressing forward to our high calling.

Yet the human mind, bound up as it is in
external realities, captivated by the sense of its
own ingenuity, keeps on trying to make rational
that which is beyond reason. And so it was
necessary to defend this truth and in defending
find the words to express it as precisely as
possible, usually by paring away statements
that did not portray it well. Thus, even though
the previous Councils had proclaimed the truth
that Jesus is perfectly Human as well as
perfectly Divine, some Churchmen who gained
the ear of the Emperor Leo the Isaurian (685-
741) were of the mind that one could not
portray the Lord in images, because one could
portray only the Human nature and not the
Divine and therefore such images or Icons
would divide the indivisible Christ.

Yet one of the characteristics of a human being
is that they can be portrayed and described in




A04YMANNCH, WO HE MOXHa NPeacTaBAATH
focnoaa B o6pasax, 60 K TaKUM YNHOM
MOKHa NpeaCcTaBAATH Tinbku JTlogunHy, a He
Bora, oTox TaKi 06pa3 noainanm
HenoAinbHoro Xpucra i ix Tpeba no3byTtucs.

Ta HeBiA '€éMHa BNacTUBICTb NOAMHMU € Te, WO
il MOYKHa NpeACcTaBUTU 1 ONMCaTK B C/I0BAX Ta
B 06pasax. KasaTu Lo TaK HE MOXKHA YNHUTH
no BigHoWeHHiI Ao Icyca, ue no cyTi
BiAKMAaTH, Wo BiH aiicHo — /llognHa, a Wo
BiH Ha3aBXAM NOHaA, CNPaBXHbOK
NIOACLKICTIO. | 33 UMM cnigye TBEPOKEHHSA,
wo BiH cnpaBai He NoeaHaBCA 3 HALWOO
NOACHKOI NPUPOAOHD | He MOXKe cnpaBai
PO3YMITWU HAC i Ham CNiBYYBATU. IHWIMMM
cnosamu, Moro BTineHHs He cnacae Hac a
NPOCTO A€ HAM LLe OAHY MPUYUHY
npocnasnATK i nountysat Moro, ane npw
TOMY Ti/IbKW MParHyTH a HiKOAK He OcAraTn
€aHocTi 3 Hum, 60 X mu Bnani atogu, Aki He
MOXYTb cami cebe cnactu, OTOXK i HiIKo/IM He
OCArHEeMO CMOKOH0 Ta rapMOHil, i HiKo/In He
30006yaemo Pain, AKMI 3aBXKAM TaKUI
npuBabAMBKUIN ane BiYHO 3aKpUTUIA,
HeAOCTYMHUIA HaM.

BnpoaoB 6inbll UMM CTO POKiB NpaBOCNABHI
MOINANCA, PO3LYMYBaM, CTPaXKAaNM Ta
HapeLwTi OCATHYAM NOBHY Nepemory pagicHoi
iCTUHK: a came, Wo lcyc aincHa JllognHa Ak i
nivicHuii bor. | Moro i Moro ntoaeii Ta i1 Moro
AHrenis MOKHa NpeacTaBnATH B [KOHaXx,
HanNMCcaHMX 3a 0COBANBUM CTUIEM, IKOTO
BUPO6MAK, W6 pasom BUABAATH i Moro
NOACBKICTb | Moro BoxecTso. BiH cnpasgi
npUALWOB A0 Hac, Wwob 6yTn 3 Hamu
Ha3aB¥am, Wwob niaHATM Hac 3 rpobis Ta
npueecTun Hac go Pato.

Lo octaToyHy nepemory cBATKyBa/In Ha
MNepwy Heainto Bennkoro MNocTy 3a HakKasom
Uapwuui Peogopu B p. 843 (peaki axxepena
nogatoTb 842), i NpaBoCcNaBHi CBATKYIOTH i
LLIOPOKY Big TOro vacy. byav yacu konm go
LMX YPOUNCTOCTEN TAaKOXK A0AaBaANM I
aHaTEMM NPOKAATTA NPOTU EPETUKIB,
CNPaBXHIX UM yaBHUX. [TepeBa’KHO LLbOro

words and in images. To say that this could not
be done with Jesus was, in effect, to deny that
He was truly human — that He must always and
forever be beyond true humanity. Therefore He
did not truly unite with our human nature and
could not truly identify with and have
compassion upon us. In other words His
Incarnation does not save us, but simply gives
us another reason to worship and adore Him,
but forever yearn and - since we are fallen and
unable to save ourselves — never attain union
with Him, never attain peace and harmony,
never attain the Paradise which remains
tantalizingly forever closed to us.

For more than a hundred years the Orthodox
prayed, meditated, suffered and finally received
the full victory of the joyous truth: Jesus is
indeed truly Human as well as truly Divine. He
can indeed — as can all of His people and His
Angels — be portrayed in Icons in the particular
style developed to do so which would manifest
both His humanity and divinity. He has truly
come to us, to be with us, to raise us up from
our tombs and bring us to Paradise.

This final victory was celebrated on the First
Sunday of Lent at the direction of the Empress
Theodora in 843 (some sources say 842), and
the Orthodox have celebrated it ever since.
There were times when, for political reasons,
anathemas against heretics, real or perceived,
were also proclaimed at such celebrations. This
is usually no longer the case. Instead the
Orthodox in many cities gather together in one
Temple, celebrate a special Vespers and walk in
a triumphal procession holding up Icons.

We thank God for His wonderful mercy towards
us, for His unfailing and unfathomable love and
we dedicate ourselves to become ourselves
better and better Icons of His infinite glory,
power and love.




Tenep He pobaATb. HaToMicTb NpaBOC/aBHI B
H6araTbox micTax pasom 36upatoTbcA B
oAHomy Xpami, cny*aTb 0cobimBy BedipHtio i
06xoaaTb Xpam y nepemMoHii npouecii,
Tpumatoum IKoHu.

[Nakyemo Borosi 3a Moro uyaosy municts Ao
Hac, 3a Moro He3namHy i 6e340HHY N1060B i
nocsA4Yyemo cebe cammmm ctaBaTu Bce
Kpawmmm IKoHamm Moro 6e3amerkHOi cnasu,
cuan Ta nobos.i. AMiHb.




