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Hepinsa 13-ta no
MN'aTwpecaTHumui: AlistTu B
nobosi

Thirteenth Sunday after
Pentecost: Acting in Love!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

Y cborogHiwHin €saHrenii (I
KopuHTSH 16:13-24) Haw YunTens,
AnocTon NMaBno HacTaBNAsSE Hac yce
YMHUTK 3 N60B'I0. YN He NpekpacHa
HacTaHoBa? Ta MM MOXxe 3anuTanu 6 um
cam Maeno gie 3 ntob6oBt0, KON MU
YYEMO MOro CNOBa B LbOMY X YMTAHHIO:
«Konun xTo He ntobuTtb Focnoaa, Hexamn
6yae npoknatun!» Yum x He kazas Icycy,
LWLO MW NOBWHHI 6,1aroc/10B58TH TUX, AKi
Hac NpPOK/AMHAIOTL? AK Xe ue BiH Ai€ B
nob6osi?

Ta K He AMBHO MU 3HAXO0AUMO
LiHHY BKa3iBKY Ha Te, sIK A4isTn B Nt060BI
3 UbOro X Taku smucnosy lNasna. Masno x
roBopuTb Big cepus. BiH He 6baBUTbCA
yeMHuMn nb'asHnmMm cnosamun. BiH
CEPOVUTUW! Ta YoMy X BiH Takuit
cepanTun? A ToMy WO BiH AIACHO J106UTh
Icyca - nobuthb Moro Bcim cepuem Ta
ayuweto!

In today’s Epistle (I Corinthians
16:13-24) our Teacher, the Apostle Paul,
tells us to do everything in love. Good
advice, no? But we might want to ask
whether Paul himself is acting in love
when we read him saying in this same
section: "Whoever does not love the Lord
- a curse on him!" Did not Jesus say that
we should bless those who curse us? How
is this acting in love?

Strange as it seems we can find a
valuable clue as to how to act in love
from this very expression of anger and
condemnation on Paul’s part. This is
because Paul is speaking from the heart.
He is not playing nice, polite games. He is
ANGRY! Why is he so angry, though? It is
because he really loves Jesus - loves Him
with all his heart and soul!

It might be easier for us to
understand this if we were to look at it in
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MoxnnBo neriie Ham 6yno 6
3pO3yMiTh Konn 6 MM oCb Tak
noAMBUANCS Ha cnpaBy: ysBiTb cobi, Wo
y Bac — Apyr, Nnpo sKoro Bu
nepeKkoHa ncChb, WO BiH HalKpala,
HanMygpiwa, HanuyyaoBila cstouya
nognHa B UinoMy cBiTi. A Toai ysaBiTb
cob6i, WO XTOCb HAaroBOpE Ha LI
NIOANHY, TOBOPUTb BpexHi NpoTu Hei, uun
MPOCTO rOBOPUTb NACKYAHI pedi Npo
Balwloro Agpyra. Tak, 1 N€BHWN, WO N BK
PO3JTIOTUJTINCA B! Ak i Masno.

Ta yomy Tak nobus Masno
Focnoga? NMam’atanTe, wo Maeno 6ys
HEeCaMOBUTUM roHuTenem XpuctusiH. bys
BiH Ha wWnaxy Ao Mmicta damack, wob i
TaM OYOJINTU MOHIHHSA, 9K Yy Epycanumi. I
panToM Moro 3ycrtpino scHe CeiTno a 3
Hboro narigHuin Ta piwy4ynii Fonoc

3anuTaB oro YoMy BiH nepecniaye Moro.

Lle »x 6ys Cam Nocnogb Icyc, wo
0TOTOXHIOBaB Cebe 3 XpUCTUAHaAMU, SKi
yepes NaBna 6ynu yB’ssi3HeHi Ta HaBiTb
3a6uTi. Icyc NaBna He cyaums i
3acyaxysaB. HaTomicTtb BiH gonomir
oMy camomy cobi NMocTaBUTU Baxnee
nutaHH4a. Konu MaBno 3Hanwos
BiAMOBIAb Ha Lel 3anuT BiH CTaB UifInM i
OHOBJ/IEHMM. BiH CcTaB HOBOK NOAMHOLO.
Lle 3pobuna Icycosa nwobos.. MaBno
BiANYKHYBCS B HaMKpawmi cnocib. BiH
wumpo nontobus Icyca.

Mwn TyT nomictunn IkoHy XpucTa,
WO Ha3MBaeTbCA «XKeHux». BoHa onucye
Kpawe 4MM 6yab-siKi c/ioBa Ty KOLITOBHY
nobos N'ocnoaa, Akui otoToxHOE Cebe
3i CBOIMM CTpaXaatoumMm NioabMU i
npuiiMae ixHo cmepTb y Cebe, w06 BOHa
BXe binble He Mana Bnaan Hag HUMN.

[MaBno BUMTbL HAC, WO 415 TOro,
wob airicHo giatn B no60Bi MM MyCUMO
3HanTu yygosy nwbos Icyca. /o608,
KA WaHYE raHIiCTb Ta YeCHICTb JIIOAUHN.
Jto6oB, iKa He NPUMMUPIOETLCS 3
6pexHer 4M NnMUEeMipCcTBOM, a 3aBXAau
CMOHYKYE Hac CTaBaTh HalKpalinuMu
NIOABMU, SSKUMU TiNIbKN MOXeMo byTn —
TUMM YUM MW HacCrpashi €: Npe LiHHUMMU

this way: imagine that you have a friend
whom you have found to be the best, the
wisest, the kindest, the most wonderful
splendid person in the world. And then
imagine someone slandering this person,
telling lies about him or her, or just
saying nasty things in general about your
friend. Yes, I think, you would be
FURIOUS! Just as Paul was.

Why did Paul love the Lord so
much? Remember that Paul had been a
violent persecutor of Christians. He was
en route to the city of Damascus to lead
the persecution there just as he had done
in Jerusalem. Suddenly he was confronted
with a bright Light and in the midst of it a
gentle firm Voice asked him why he was
persecuting Him. It was the Lord Jesus,
identifying Himself with the Christians
Paul had had imprisoned and even killed.
Jesus did not judge or condemn Paul.
Instead He helped him to ask himself a
very important question. When Paul found
the answer he was healed and restored.
He became a new person. The love of
Jesus had done it. Paul responded in the
very best way possible. He loved the Lord
back.

We have reproduced here the Icon
of Christ called “The Bridegroom” which
illustrates better than any verbal
expressions the costly love of the Lord
Who identifies with His suffering people
and accepts their death into Himself so
that it would no longer have power over
them.

Paul teaches us that to really be
acting in love we need to find this
wonderful love of Jesus. A love which
respects people’s dignity and integrity. A
love which does not make peace with lies
or hypocrisy, but always persuades us to
become the very best people we can be -
who we really are: the precious children
of the Heavenly Father!

Let’s look for this love. One of the
best ways is to decide to act and speak as
Jesus did. Oh, yes, we will fail in this




nitbMn OTus HebecHoro!

LWykanmo ui€i nobosi. OauH 3
Hankpawmx cnocobiB — BUPIWINTU LiATH
Ta roBopuTtu, ik pobums Icyc. O Tak, y
Hac 6yayTb 6araTto HeBAa4y y LbOMY
HaMmaraHH. He nerko Ham pynHyBaTtmn
[aBHi HaBMYKKM CTpaxy Ta cebentobcTBa.
Ane HaBiTb NpOBaslOBaTUCA B TaKil
6naropoaHin cnpasi — Le BXe 0Cb
Benuke! Lle HabaraTto kpawe 4MM MaTn
YyCNiX y YNC/IEHHUX YMHAX 0BMaHy, He
NOASHOCTI Ta NMUXKU, AKi Tak
HanoNeranMBo HaMaralTbCs ONaHyBaTU
Hawy yBeary. Lle X Beninke Aaino, yacamu.
MocTpa)xkaaTn, KOAWM ue CTpaxaaHHS
NpUHOCUTbL A06pPO TUM, AKUX MU NHOOEUMO
- i OCTATO4YHO 1 HaM caMmuM. HKacb cfnaBa
B UbOMY!

YoMy X 61 HaM He NMPUNHATKN LeWn
BUKINK? Lle x 3pobunn agesxi 3
HaWCNaBHIWNX | HANKpaWMX NOAEN, GKU
Konn-Hebyab 3HaB CBIiT. I TO HaBiTb AesKi
3 TUX, AKi He Manu ui€ei npekpacHoi
CMOHYKW, AKY MAaEMO MU: K MpaBOC/aBHi
XpUCTUAHN MW NOCBAYEHI BipUTU B
Hboro, sk BrineHoro bora, Apyry Ocoby
MpecesaToi Tponui, MpeaBiyHoro CuHa
MpeasiyHoro OTuUA. MaimMo 3a Hum y Pan,
AKOro BiH 3406yB — no4nHao4umn BXe TyT
Ha UbOMY CBITi!

endeavour over and over. It is not easy to
break old habits of fear and selfishness.
But even to fail in such a noble
undertaking is something great! It is
much better than succeeding at the many
undertakings of deception, cruelty and
arrogance that present themselves so
insistently to our attention. It is a great
thing to suffer sometimes, if that
suffering benefits those we love, and
ultimately, our own selves. There is a
glory about it!

Why not take up the challenge?
Some of the greatest and best people the
world has ever known have. Even some
who did not have the excellent reason we
have: as Orthodox Christians we are
committed to believing that He is God
Incarnate, the Second Person of the
Trinity, the Eternal Son of the Eternal
Father. Let’s follow Him to the Paradise
He has won - beginning here upon the
earth!




