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Third Sunday of the Great Fast:
The Veneration of the Life-
giving Cross

Fr. Ihor Kutash

Tewma mst Tpetwroi Hemini CB. Benukoro
[TocTy HacTaBisie HAC OCMUCTIUTH CYTh
CIIPaBKHBOT CHIIH.

Mu Bxe 3axoByemo [TicT BIIpoI0BK TPHOX
THKHIB, MaOyTh 3 AESIKHM YCIIIXOM — X0Y
JU1st 6araThoX 3-TIOMIDXK Hac, el yCmixX
MOJIATAE MPOCTO B YCBIJOMIIEHH] TOTO, SIKi
MU cJ1a0KI 1 5K JIETKO TTOCTYIaeEMOCS
OaskaHHSM TUTOTI. | 1€ YCBiIOMIICHHS
MIICUITIOIOTH Hallll HEHA/ITO YCIIIIHI
HaMaraHHs CTPUMYBATHUCS Bij iXi, HATUTKIB
Ta 1HIIOTO TOTYPaHHS TUIOTI.

3aTypOoBaH1 MOYYTTSIM IPOBHHH Ta
CaMOOCYIKEHHS MU MOX€ IIParHeMO 10311
cBO0OAH, sIKa MOJISTA€E B TIOBCTAHHIO IPOTH
Takux oOMexxeHsb. [Ipo mock noxidHe Mu x
YUTAEMO B PO3MOBIIISX PO «HEUEMHHUX

The theme for the Third Sunday of the
Great Fast invites us to ponder what real
power is about.

We have now been observing the Fast for
three weeks with, perhaps, some measure
of success — although for many of us the
success may simply lie in the awareness of
how weak we are and how susceptible to
the desires of the flesh. This awareness is
augmented by our not-so-successful
efforts at abstaining from eating, drinking
and other indulgences of the flesh.

Troubled by guilt and self-recrimination,
we may yearn for the illusion of freedom
offered by a rebellion against such
constraints — things we read about in
stories about “the bad boys (and girls) of
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IOHAKIB (Ta i IOHAYOK) POKY» Ta CPiOHOTO
eKpaHy.

OnHOro pa3y MOJIOAUNA YYaCHUK
HOIYJISIPHOT POK-TPYIH MiA4ac iHTEPB 10
JUTS )KYpHAITY KyKypikaB: «Sl 6axxaB Ou
no3aoposutu Carany 3a 100pe mpopodiieHy
poboTy». Uu BiH IiIMCHO 3aBAsSYyBaB yCITiX
CBill Ta CBOIX KoJIeT 1iboMy (6e3)ciiaBHOMY
OyHTapto, B ycTa sikoro rpymna PoBiiHr
CToBHC MOKJIaJIM YBAHJIMBI clloBa: <« - MyxK
OaraTtuii i cmaBHUN»?

B mificHOCTI HE € HaA3BHYAWHUM T€, IO
JIIO/IH, K1 3aTypOOBaHi CBOEIO CIAOKICTIO Ta
rajgaHor0 0€3CHIIBHICTIO B 00JMYYi
HECITPaBEUTMBOCTEH Ta 1HIIHUX TSKKHUX
00CTaBUH, SIKUX MMEPSKUBAIOTH HA IJIACHTI
3emnsa 3axomroBatrca CaTaHoro, SIK
CHUMBOJIOM ITOBCTaHHS IPOTH HEBOJIAraHHOT
(six BoHH 1i OauaTh) Biaau Ta ii mpouesyp Ta
3aKOHIB. MOKHA 3HAWTH IIBIJICTABU IS
TaKoOro TBEPKEHHS B TBOpi MijToOHa
Paradise Lost (Brpauenuii Paii) ta
bynrakosa Macrep i Maprapira (uei xe
TBIip J1aB HATXHCHHSI JIsI BUIIICHABEACHOT
nicHi rpynu Posiiar CTOBHC).

XPHUCTHUSIHYA IPOTUCTABIIATH LILOMY CHMBOJY
MOBCTaHHS 1HIIIUNA CUMBOJ: XPECT
['ocnioanii. TakuM YMHOM MPOTOJIOIIYIOTh
NapajoKc, 110 CIPaBXHsI CUjla HE B TOMY,
11106 MOOOPIOBAaTH aBTOPUTET YU
PO3rpOMIIIOBATH CBOIX CYNEPHHUKIB 1
3100yBaTH MaHyBaHHS Ha/l HUMH
HACWJIbCTBOM Ta MILILIO.

CripaBxHIO CHITY — 1 CBOOOJTY — MPOSIBIISIE
Icyc na Xpecti. Bin nepetBoproe
HACHUJICTBO JIFOOOB 10 Ta MPOIIEHHSM:
«OT4e, IpoCcTH IM — BOHU HE 3HAIOTB, 1110
YUHSATHY.

Icyc Burnsanae 6escunbHUM, 60 % Moro
pyk# i Horu puOuTi a0 JlepeBa, aine 11e x
BiH nposiBiisie CipaBkHIO CUILY,
CYHNPOTHUBIIIOUYHCH 3]Iy Ta HECTIPABEITHOCTI
i pinryue He MOroKyeThes, o6 BoHU Moro
3MiHWIK. BiH He 3akinkae CBoix
MOCJT1IOBHUKIB MOBCTATH MPOTH THITIOIOYO]

rock and roll” and the silver screen.

On one occasion a young member of a
popular rock group, in an interview for a
magazine, crowed: “I’d like to
congratulate Satan on doing a good job™.
Did he really attribute the success he and
his band-mates were enjoying to the
(in)famous rebel into whose mouth the
Rolling Stones placed the boasting words:
“I’m a man of wealth and taste”?

Indeed it is not unusual for people who are
troubled by their weakness and apparent
powerlessness in the face of injustice and
the various hardships they experience in
life on planet earth to admire Satan as a
symbol of revolution against inexorable
(so-perceived) authority and its processes
and rules. One may find evidence of this
in Milton’s Paradise Lost and Bulgakov’s
The Master and Margarita (which was the
inspiration for the above-cited song by the
Rolling Stones).

Christians confront this symbol of
rebellion with another symbol: the Cross
of Christ. In this way they proclaim the
paradox that true strength does not consist
in overpowering authority or in beating
down your opponents and gaining mastery
over them by violence and force.

True strength — and freedom — is manifest
by Jesus upon the Cross. He transforms
violence by love and forgiveness: “Father,
forgive them for they know not what they
do”.

Jesus appears to be powerless, with His
hands and feet nailed to the Wood, but He
manifests true power in resisting evil and
injustice and resolutely refusing to be
changed by it. He does not call upon His
followers to rise up against the oppressive
authorities, avenge Him, and seize power
themselves. That course of action would
ultimately become simply the
displacement of one oppressive authority




BIIaJH, MIOMCTUTHUCA 3a HbOro i caMmum
3aXONUTH Biaay. Takuii YMH OCTATOYHO
JIOBIB OM MTPOCTO JI0 3aMiHU OJHIET THITIOUOT
BJIAJIH 1HIIIOXO.

IcycoBa nepemora B OuTBi, sIKy Bin pinryde
3100yBae Ha XPeECTi MPOSIBISIETHCS B Yaci
noHaj yacoM. BiH He 3aiumiaeTbcst Ha 3eMITi
31 CBOIMH YYHSMU B TaKHii e CHOCI0, 5K 11e
Oyso mepe 1iero OuTBOK0. BiH BO3HOCUThCS
Ha He0o — 1 B TOH e yac 3asBise: «5 —3
Bamu 1o KiHIIS BiKy».

Mu 6 Tak MO0 OaYUTH TIEPEMOTY, sIKa
Oyna O SIBHOIO TYT XK€ — 3apa3 — y IbOMY
cBiTi. Carana — 0OMaHJIMBO — OOIIIsIE 1€
HaM, SIKII0 O MU T1IbKU MOCTYIUITUCS HOT0
BUMYIIIYIOYMM, OYHTIBIIMBUM Ta
oOnecimBuM criocobam migaHasa. Ta i gl
HEBIJIMIHHO 3aBOJISATh KPaiHH, CIIIJILHOTH Ta
0co0H, K1 KOPUCTYIOTHCSI HUMU y TITYXUN
KkyT. CMepTh ke Bcix 3adupae. Jle x Tomi
MHUMI 3100yTKH TIOTypaHHs cCloco6am
JISTHHSI CBITY — CBITY, i1 OKYTAII€0
Caranu?

V¥ mo Tpetro Henimto CB. Benukoro [Tocty
[{epkBa 3aKJIMKa€e HAC MOKJIOHSATUCS
cnpaxHii Cuni ta Bnagi — Xpecry
I'ocnogapomy. BoHa 3aknukae Hac
BIJTHOBUTH CBOE CaM03000B’ sI3aHHS
HaCJIyBaTH ﬁoro, miiopaT CBIN ke
Xpect, TOOTO BUKITUKH, TypOOTH Ta
MOJKJIMBOTC1 CBOT'O K JKUTTS Ha 3eMJI1 y
LOMY Billl, 1 ciBAisATH 3 Hum, o6
BYMHHUTH 1X 3HAPSAIISIM TIEPETBOPECHHS
I[bOTO CBITY 3 JUKYHIJIS, Jie «CHJIa A€
npaBo», Ha [{apcTBo M0O0BI, TACKaBOCTI Ta
CIIOKOI0, AKUX yBiB Hail ['ocronb, SAxwuii
BIIMOBHBCS 37aTHUCS 3aKOHAM JDKYHIJIA Y
CBITI, IKMI 3a0J1yTUBCS. AMiHB

by another.

Jesus’ victory in this battle which He
decisively wins upon the Cross is
manifested in the time beyond time. He
does not remain upon the earth among His
disciples in the same way as before this
battle. He ascends to Heaven — at the same
time declaring: “I am with you always
until the end of the age”.

We would love to see a victory which is
manifest here and now in this world. Satan
does - deceptively - promises us this if we
resort to his coercive, rebellious, ego-
flattering ways. Yet these ways always
end up in dead-ends for nations,
communities and individuals. Death
comes for all. Where then are the illusory
gains of following the ways of the world —
the world under the occupation of Satan?

On this Third Sunday of the Great Fast the
Church calls us to bow down to true
Power, to the Cross of our Lord. It calls us
to renew our commitment to follow Him,
to take up our own Cross, the challenges,
troubles and opportunities of our own life
upon this earth in this age, and to
cooperate with Him in making them the
instruments of transforming this world
from the jungle of “might makes right”
into the Kingdom of love, kindness and
peace which our Lord has ushered in by
refusing to acquiesce to the jungle laws of
a world gone astray. Amen.




