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The Third Sunday of the Great
Fast — Veneration of the Cross
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kutash@unicorne.org

«XpecTty TBOEMY NOKJIOHAEMOCD,
Bnaauko, i cBaTe BockpeceHHs TBOE
claBUMoO>»

Ha nouaTky 20-ro cToniTra Aeski
MUCITUTENI BUCTOB/IIOBaNIN BNEBHEHICTb
npo Te, WO HAaCcTyna€ HOBMIN 30/10TUN BIK,
B SKOMY OCTaHHi npobnemu cBiTy 6yayTb
BUpiLWeHi B HacNifgoK NOCTyny B OCBITi Ta
TexHonorii. BoHn Hagisanuce, Wo TbMa BXe
OCb HasaBXAMW 3HWKAE i Big Tenep 3acse
CBiTNO ANs BCiX.

BciM scHO, WO Tak He cTanocd. Y TOMy X
CTONiTTi BiAbynuncs ABi CBITOBI BiliHKU, SKi
CBOIM OCSAIrOM MNepeBULLUaN BCi NonepeHi.
A CKiNlbKM X MeHLWKX BinH Bigbynocsa — i
Aani sigbyBatoTbcs! AKi cTpalwHi
kaTactdhpodum Bigbynmca — npupoaHi Ta
NOAMHOK CcTBOpeHi. Lini Hapoau
nocTpaxaanau Bia reHoumais:
BipMEHCbKWMN, YKPAIHCbKNI, EBPENCBKNIA,
KaMboaXXCbkuin, pyaHaaHcbkuii. I 36pos,
siKa Morna 6 3HUWKUTK BCIO NMaHEeTy Aani
CTOiTb Ha NOroTosi. Yn He po3vapyBanucs
BCi, O OYiKyBasn 30/10TOro BiKy B icTOpii
noacrsea’?

“W bow donbeforé Your Cross, O
Master, and we glorify Your Holy
Resurrection.”

At the beginning of the 20th century
some thinkers proclaimed their certainty
that a new golden age was dawning, in
which the final problems of the world
would be resolved thanks to progress in
education and technology. They
expected that all darkness was about to
be dispelled and that the time of
enlightenment would soon come upon
everyone.

It is clear to everyone that this did not
occur. That century saw two world wars
whose devastation eclipsed all previous
ones. And how many more wars - albeit
smaller - took place and are still taking
place! What catastrophes took place -
natural and those created by humans!
Nations suffered from genocides: the
Armenians, the Ukrainians, the Jews,
the Cambodians, the Rwandans. And
weapons which can destroy all the
planet continue to stand ready for use.
Is there anyone left who still believes in
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Lli Hapoan — i BCi MM Mornn 6 3anuTaTu:
K MO I0AMN TaK XXOPCTOKO CTaBUTUCS
OAVH Ao ogHoro? I yomy pgobpwuii i
BCEMOryTHil bor fo3BosMB Ha Ui 3BipcTBa?

3a40BOJIbHAOYOI BiAMOBIAi HE Nerko
3HanTK. PaHun Taki x rnmboki! Ta gk
XPUCTUSHU, MU Takn MYCUMO LLYyKaTn
BianoBifAeN i 3HaUYiHHA B TOMY, LUO
CTaA€ETbCS B CBIiTi. MycMMO MU WIyKaTun
YOrocCh, WO AOMOMOXEe 3P0O3yMiTU AaHYy
rnoAito y CBiTNi Hawoi Bipn B Te, wo bor
nobpuii Ta BCce NMpMBOANTbL A0 OCTAaTOYHOrO
nobpa.

Tpeta Heping MNocTy 4K pa3 Aa€e HaM Te,
Lo MOXe AOMOMOrTM B LUbOMY HaLOMY
WyKaHHI. A caMe, nepen HaMu CTae
XpecT F'ocnogHin. Xpect 6arato aeyoro
HaM po3KpuBacE. lNepl 3a BCe NOKA3YE BiH
HaM CrpaB>XHil CTaH UbOro BNasaoro CeiTy.
YacTo x 6yBae€, WO WyKaTb 04K
[OCKOHANoro npoBigHWKa, SSKM Mir 6u
nonpoBaanTn NOACTBO B BUPILLEHHIO BCiX
noro npobnem. Nocnoab Icycy Xpucroc
sgKpa3s i € Ta AockoHana JliognHa -
MpoBiAHWK, AKOMY HIXTO He Mir 3aKUHYTU
6yab SiKy NpoBUHY. BiH — piwyunii i
CUNBbHWUIA, NPSAMUN | MMNocepaHuiA. Ta CBIT
He naB I7Iomy BOJ10AITHN, WO6 Mir BUBECTH
noaen 3 BikoBiuHOI Heaoni. HaBnaku Moro
X 3acyaunum Ha CMepTb — i TO XXOPCTOKY I
6ontouy — Ha XpecrTi. CBIT, akui Tak
BigHicca no aockoHanoro borovonosika
Icycya Xpucta - ue CBiT, B AKOMY
HapoaoBbUBCTBa Ta BCAKI CTpaxiTTa - Ha
nopaAKy AeHHOMY. IX MOXHa ouikyBaTy
Konn-Hebyab.

Ta XpecT ce X Takun fa€ HaM i Hagito. Lis
Hajia — neBHa, TOMY WO He BOHa nongrae
Ha UbOMYy BRasoMy, MiHNIMBOMY CBITi. LUg
Hanig OCHOBaHa Ha nNepeMosi, Ky XpuUctoc
3p006yB, Konn BiH 806pOBINbHO NPUNHSAB
XpecHi Myku. Li Mykn ana Hbeoro 6ynum
TaKi BESINKI, WO MU N He MOXeMO iX cobi
ysaBuUTU. Hanbinblwe TepniHHA B TOMY, WO
Le nockoHana, uucrta JltoamHa, ska €
piBHo4yacHo bor, npunmae B Cebe BCi
CTpalWHi Ta OrMAHI rpixu cBiTy. AKnii xe
xax and Heoro! Ake HeBUMOBHEe TepniHHA!

the dawning of a golden age for
humanity?

The stricken nations - all of us - might
well ask: how can humans be so cruel to
one another? And why did a good and
almighty God allow such atrocities to
take place?

It is most difficult to find a satisfactory
answer. The wounds are so deep! Yet as
Christians we must ever seek to find
answers and meaning in the things that
occur in this world. We must seek a way
to understand each event in the light of
our faith that God is indeed good and
brings everything to ultimate goodness.

The Third Sunday of the Great Fast
gives us what we need to help us in our
search. It holds before us the Lord’s
Cross. The Cross reveals many things to
us. First of all it shows us the true
nature of this fallen world. People often
seek a perfect leader, who would guide
humanity in resolving all of its problems.
The Lord Jesus Christ is in fact this
perfect Man, a Leader Whom no one
could accuse of any wrongdoing. He is
decisive and powerful, forthright and
merciful. Yet the world would not let
Him rule and lead the people out of their
ages-long misery. On the contrary, it
condemned Him to death, a most cruel
and painful death - upon the Cross. A
world which responded to the perfect
Man and perfect God, Jesus Christ, in
this fashion is clearly a world where
genocides and horrors are a not at all
unusual. They may be expected to occur
at any time.

But the Cross gives us hope. And it is a
sure hope which does not depend upon
this fallen fickle world. This hope is
based upon the victory won by Christ
when He voluntarily accepted the pains
of the Cross. We cannot even begin to
fathom in the slightest what suffering
this brought Him. The greatest suffering
lies in the fact that this perfect and pure
Human, who is also God, accepts into




Ta yepe3 Hboro BCi MU rpilwHi MAaeEMo
MOXJIMBICTb BiZ TOro 4Yacy nepenTu B
LlapcTBo, B SKOMY 3aBepLUy€ETbCSH
AOCKOHanNICTb i HacTynae BiYHMIA cnpaBai
30/10TUI BiK. I XXepTBM rpixiB UbOro CBIiTY
3HaxonaTb Y HboMmy CocTtpaganbus. BiH xe
XXepTBa, sska CBOIM CTpaxAaHHSAM
nepemorna Bopora - cMepTb. Moro xepTea
DA€ HAM HafAilo HEBMUPYLLY.

MopyualimMo x MoMy BCi xepTsu Ta
CTpaxaaHHA Uboro ceiTy. BiH Xe ix
nepeTBOpIOE Ha nepemory aobpa Haa
3/10M, CBiT/1@ HaZ TEMPABOIO, XUTTHA Haj
cMepTHo. AMiHb

Himself all the terrible and abominable
sins of the world. What horror this must
be for Him! What unspeakable suffering!

Yet through them, all we sinners can,
from that time on, pass over into the
Kingdom where perfection is attained
and the true golden age arrives. And the
victims of the sins of this world find in
Him a fellow Sufferer. He is the Victim,
Who by His suffering overcame the
enemy - death. His sacrifice gives us
undying hope.

Let us commend all the victims and
suffering of this world to Him. He
transforms them into the victory of good
over evil, light over darkness, life over
death. Amen.




