Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
Ykpaincoka IlpaBociaasua Llepksa B Kanani
L'Eglise orthodoxe ukrainienne du Canada

Home Page | Listing of Articles

Ce. An. KeniooHitli, wo Hapooduecs
cninum

St. Celidonius the Blind Man
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"Mozke i BU Moro y4HaMM xoueTe cratn?"

Y WocTty Hegainto nicng NMacku My npuragyemMo
YyZlecHy NnoAito y340pOBJIEHHSA
CninoHapogxeHoro (IeaHa 9:1-38). Cs.
LlepkBa 3HOBY Haragye HaM 3Ha4iHHS
XpuctoBoro BockpeceHHA Ansa NoACbKOro
poay. Y YetBepTy Hepinto My npuraganu, wo
Moro BockpeceHHs MPUHECSIO HaM MOXJIMBICTb
pyxaTucs Ta aistu Ha Moro cnasy. A B MN'sTy
Hegpinto mn cobi npuraganu, wo Bockpecnuin
XpUCTOC OKpUIIOE Hac gapom CeaTtoro Adyxa.
CbOrofHi X MW npuraayemo, wo Woro
BockpeceHHs fano HaM MOXJIMBICTb 6aunTw.

3ip, AKoro Mmn ogepxxXyemo Big bora, npoHuKae

"Do you also want to become His disciples? "

The Sixth Sunday after Pascha is dedicated to
the remarkable account of our Lord’s healing of
the Blind Man (John 9:1-38). Again the Church
reminds us about the meaning of Christ’s Re-
surrection for humanity. On the Fourth Sunday
we realized that the Resurrection brought us
wholeness. On the Fifth Sunday we recalled
that the Risen Christ energizes us with the
Holy Spirit. Today we recall that it is by His Re-
surrection that we are able to see.

The sight which God gives us is the sort which
penetrates the darkness of confusion and
forgetfulness brought on by living in a fallen
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TempsaBy po3rybneHHs Ta 3abyTTs, Wwo
MPUHOCUTb HAM XWUTTHA Y CBITi, WO ynas Yy rpix.
Llen 3ip 6aunTb WIMPOKY NaHopaMy BiYHOIO
LlapcTea, Haworo cnpaBXxHboro [JomMy, sskoro
nas HaM [ocnogb. Y cBiTni uboro LlapcTtea, ske
BiAHOBJ/IIOETLCHA 3HOBY | 3HOBY Uepes Haly
y4yacTtb y boxxecTBeHHin JliTyprii, Mu
MpOXOAMMO CBOIO LLOAEHHE XUTTS 3 pajicTio,
HaZdi€l, CNOKOEM, Bipoto Ta nobos’to
Hamarar4ncb YNHUTK OCNOAHI Aina,
CMUPEHHO BM3HAK4UM CBOT HeJoCTadi Ta
nagiHHSA | HanonernnMBo CTaparyvnchb
3A4iNCHIOBATM NOBHOTY HAWIOro C/1aBHOro
nokAnKaHHs 6yTn Moro apysamu, Moro aitbmu
Ta Mloro nocnamu B cBiTi.

LlepkBa kaxe HaM, WO Tak 4K Jlazap Ta
caMapsiHka, CBiTnaHa, i uen 6naxeHHUmn
YONOBIK, WO oAepXXaB TaKy Nnacky Big [ocnoaa
ctaB CBATMM, KOro NoMmMHaeMo B LiepkoBHOMY
kaneHgapi. Ceatun OTeub Haw OuMUTpIn
TynTtano, Mntpononnt POCTOBCbKNIA, SSKUI
MPUCBATUB CBOE XUTTS yKiagaHHwo YeTi MiHei,
B SKil UNTAEMO MOBHMI onunc XuTTis CBAaTuX,
noaae iM’a cninoHapoaXXeHoro, sk KenigoHin.
BiH nuwe, WO KONM po3ropinocs
nepecnigyBaHHsa XpuUcTusaH B Epycanumi To Cs.
Naszap, akoro Bockpecus ocnoab i3 MepTBux,
YyTiK pa3om 3 y4yHeM 'ocnogHim CB.
MakcmmmnHoM Ta 3 Ce. KenigoHieM, akoMy agas
locnoab 3ip. Jlazap octaecsa Ha Kunpi ge
CNY>XWB peluTa CBOIX AHIB, 9K €nuckon, a
Makcumun i KenigoHii noganuca gani B Manito
(dpaHuito), ae noTpyaMaucs n BoHM ans
XpucToBoi €BaHrenii 40 KiHUS CBOIX AHIB Ha
3emni. Ce. AnMnNTpin nogae Taknim onuc
nuwy4dn npo Cobop CeATux 70-ox AnocTtonis,
Wo Nnpunana€e Ha 17-ro ci4yHA 3a
rpUropiaHCcbKMM KaneHgapem (ue 4-ro CidyHs
3a NiaHCbKUM).

CB. Bacunin Benukuin Ta iHwi OTUi 3BEpTalOTb
yBary Ha Te, WO TO 3a BUHATKOBA NoAis
Biagbynacs umm yygom FocnoaHiM. KaxkyTb
BOHMU, WO Ue He 6yna npocTo cnpaea 3
YONIOBIKOM, AAKOrO O4i He npautoBanun. KaxyTb
wo KenigoHin Takn Hapoamecs 6e3 oyen!

world. It opens before us the panorama of the
eternal Kingdom, our true Home given us by
our Lord. In the light of this Kingdom, which is
renewed again and again by our experience of
the Divine Liturgy, we go through our daily
lives with joy, hope, peace, faith and love,
seeking to do the Lord’s work, humbly
acknowledging our failures, and pressing on to
realize the fullness of our glorious vocation as
His friends, His children and His
amabassadors.

As was the case with Lazarus and the
Samaritan woman, Photina, the Church tells us
that this recipient of the Lord’s miraculous care
went on to become a Saint who is
commemorated in the Calendar. St. Demetrius
Tuptalo, the Metropolitan of Rostov, whose
life’s labour was to compile the Lives of the
Saints for the Menaion, gives the name of the
man who had been born blind as Celidonius.
He recounts that when persecution of the
Christians broke out in Jerusalem, St. Lazarus
who had been raised from the dead, fled on a
sailboat together with the Lord’s disciple, St.
Maximin, and St. Celidonius, who had been
given sight by our Lord. Lazarus stayed in
Cyprus, completing the rest of his earthly days
as a Bishop, while Maximin and Celidonius
went on to Gaul (France) where they laboured
for the Gospel to the end of their earthly
sojourn. St. Demetrius gives this account in
writing on the Feast of the Synaxis of the
Seventy Apostles on January 17 on the
Gregorian Calendar (which is January 4 on the
Julian).

St. Basil the Great and other fathers draw
attention to the uniqueness of this miracle of
our Lord’s. They say that this was not just a
case of a man whose eyes were not working.
They say that Celidonius was actually born
without eyes. In other words Jesus placed the
clay upon empty sockets, the place where the
eyes ought to have been, and lo, eyes
appeared - eyes which saw perfectly! Our Lord
showed Himself to be the Creator Who had




Tob6T0 Icyc npuknae rps3MBO Ha MOPOXHI
Micusl, oe manun 6 6yTK odi - i ocb
rosIBU/INCS TaM OMi, 9Ki AOCKOHano 6aunnu!
[ocnoab Haw BMABKUB LUUM, WO BiH — Ton wo
CTBOPUB IIOANHY 3 NOPOXY 3eMni. A pa3oMm 3
UMM 30pPOM MPUALLOB i 3ip AYXOBHUI, 60 X
YMTAEMO SK LLMPO ¥ BigBaXKHO CBig4YNB
KenigoHit Npo CBOE y340pOBAEHHS TUM, AKi
CTaBWAN MOMY BOPOXi 3aNUTK NpoO Le 4yao
TOMY, WO no4vyBann cebe 3arpoxeHnmMm
rnosiBoto LUboro Mecii boxoro.

A Ha OCTaHKYy MOCTaBuB BiH M NMUTAHHA:
«Moxe 1 BM Moro yyHsMu xoyeTe ctatn?» Lle
BMKJINKAN0 CEPANTY N ropAay BignoBiab Bia
AONUTYBauiB i Oro BUNy4mMnu 3 rpomMaan. Ane
Focnoab yCTaHOBMB MO0 Ha3aBXAW B BiUHY
rpomagy BipHux, o6’asnsatoum nomy, wo Cam
BiH TOol cnpaBxHilh Meciqa, Boxuii MocnaHeub
SIKMiA cnacae cBiT.

MutaHHA KenigoHia nyHae i HaM, 3aKnmnKarum
Hac 6a4unTK ACHO | TPYAUTUCS, K YYHI XpucTta
y TeMpSBI Lboro cBiTy, 60 X yxe noyas
cBiTaTh BiYHMI [leHb 3 BockpeceHHsM XpucTa i
ue CBiT/I0 MA€E CKOPO HAaNMOBHUTU BCIKO 3E€MJTIO
Hawy. AMiHb.

made man out of the dust of the earth. Along
with these eyes also came spiritual sight as
Celidonius gave courageous testimony to his
healing in response to the hostile questions
about the miracle by those who felt threatened
by the emerging Messiah.

Finally he posed the question to them: “Do you
also want to become His disciples?” This
brought an angry and haughty response from
the interrogators and he was cast out of the
community. But our Lord instated him in the
eternal Community of the Faithful revealing to
him that He Himself was indeed the Messiah
sent by God the Father to save the world.

Celidonius’ question resounds in our ears as
well, challenging us to see clearly and labour
as Jesus Disciples in the night of this world, for
the eternal Day has already dawned with the
Resurrection of Christ and its Light will soon fill
the whole world. Amen.




