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boxa Mamu «Cnopumenoska
xnibie»

The Mother of God “Multiplier
of Bread”

Fr. Ihor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«(BoHa) MomiuHuuA ana nopein y ixHix
TpyAax 3006yBaTh XNi6 HacyLwHUA».
(Npenoao6Huit Amepociii, Ctapeub ONTUHCbKMIA)

Ha 28-ro »0BTHA 3a [PUropiaHCbKMM
KaneHgapem (ue - 15-ro »KoBTHsA 3a HONisHCbKMM
KaneHgapem) mu BlLAHOBYEMO IKoHY Borkoi MaTepi
«CnopuTtenbkn xnibie». (CnoBo «cnoputn» B
OABHMHY 03HAYa/10 — KMOKpPaLLyBaThy,
«ypob6ptoBaTh».) Lo IKOHY Hanucas, y Apyrii
nonosuHi 19-ro cToniTta, npasgonoaibHo MoHax
OaHwuno (B mmpi Omntpo Muxalinosmy bonotos) 3
6narocnoseHHa Ctapus AmMBpOCia 3i cnaBHOI
OnTuHM MycTUHI, Wo 3HaxoauTbcA 6ins micTa
Ko3senbcbKa, AKe KOAUCb HaneXxano Ao
YepHiriBCcbKOro KHA3iBCTBA, a 3apa3 € YaCTUHOIO
Kanysbkoi O6nacTi Pociicbkoi deaepallji.

Cs. AmBpOCil (oro im’a B mupi — OnekcaHap
Mwuxainnosuy peHbKoB) (1812-1891) — oauH i3
BM3HaYyHUX ONTUHCbKMX CTapuis. Le 6yan
[yX0BHUMKM, AIKi 040NN CUSIbHE AyXOBHE

"(She) is a Helper for people in their labours
for the acquiring of their daily bread." (St.
Ambrose, the Optina Starets’)

On October 28 (which is October 15 on the
Julian Calendar) we celebrate the Icon of the
Mother of God “Mulitiplier of Bread”. This Icon was
written in the late 19th century, likely by Monk
Daniel (in the world Dmytro Mykhaylovych Bolotov)
with the blessing of the Starets’ Ambrose of the
renowned Optina Hermitage near the town of
Kozels’k, formerly part of the Chernihiv Principality,
in the Kaluga Oblast’ of the Russian Federation.

St. Ambrose (lay name — Aleksandr
Mykhaylovych Hren’kov) (1812-1891), was one of
the illustrious Optina Startsi. These were spiritual
leaders who fostered a profound renewal of faith
throughout the Russian Empire in the 19th century,
unfolding the work of native of Poltava, the
Venerable Paisius Velychkovsky (1722-1794, who
revived monasticisim in the lands of Rus’ and
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OHOBJ/IEHHA NO BCi Pocincokilt imnepii 8 19-my
CTONITTi, pO3BMBAOYN TPYAU ypoaxKeHLUAa MNonTasu,
Mpenogo6bHoro Maicia BennykoscbKkoro (1722-
1794), wo siagHoBMB MOHallLecTBO Ha 3emnsx Pyci Ta
Monpgosu, a 3 uMm i noceATy o lcycosoi Monuteu:
«locnogm Icyce Xpucte, CuHy boxuia, nomuayi
meHe rpiwHoro» (http://www.ukrainian-
orthodoxy.org/articles/2010/VenerablePasius.html).

MpenogobHuin AMBpociin rMMboKo WwaHyBaB
Boxky Marip. Llieto K IKkoHOtO BiH nobnarociosus
LLlamopaAnHCbKUI KiHOUYMn MoHacTup, siKkoro 1
3acHyBaB 6113bko ONTuMHM MycTuHi. BiH cam 3anosis
Big3HauyeHHsA MpasHUKa IKOHW Ha 15-r0 *KOBTHA (28-
ro 3a rpuropiaHCbKMM KaneHgapem), i Konu BiH
ynokoiscs y bosi, oro NoxopoHu Biabynunca y Toi
Ke OeHb.

Ha IKoHi, borka MaTtn cnanTb Ha xmapax 3
pyKamu nigHeceHUMM B 6rarocnoseHHi. MMig Heto
nosae, Ha AKOMY CHOMW }KNTa TO NEXaTb TO CTOATb.
Cs. AMBpPOCii 1 roBOpu1B NPO Lo IKOHY, Lo BOHA
nokasye, wo boxka Matu — «MomivyHnua ansa noaen
y iXHix TpyAax 3406yBaTh xni6 HacywHun». LlikaBo
LLLO O4HOTO pa3y Oro/IoLWYBAAN CMUCOK L€l IKOHU Ha
«eBay» 3 nobaBKoO «JONOMOKM MiANPUEMCTBY».

3emns, Ha AKin o6’aBmnaca IkoHa byna
micuem BenuKnx anx. OnTuHy MycTnHb 3aKpUan
KOMYHICTM a ocTaHHiX MoHaxis 3amyuunnm B p. 1937-
my. A B p. 1939-my Konm CtaniH ninucas yroay 3
FiTnepom, yum npucniwmne Opyry cBiTOBY BiMHY, Y ii
NPUMILLEHHSAX YB'A3SHUAN NONbCbKUX odiuepis. Mix
KBITHMM a TpaBHem 1940-ro p. HKB/, nepesesno
TMCAYI X A0 nicy B KaTnHi B CMoneHcbKili obnacrTi i
Tam ix noB6MBanM y micui, Ae NoTiM 3HAULWAN M iHLWI
MacoBi NOX0OBaHHSA XepTB «COBITCbKOro» pexumy. A
10-ro kBiTHA 2010-ro p. 6ins uboro micun posbuscs
NONbCbKUIM yPAAO0BMIM NiTaK, Ha AKOMY MiXK iHLLMMM
6yB i Mpe3ngeHT MonbLi, Jlex KaunHcbKmi, no
00po3i fo odiuiltHOro BiA3HaYeHHA Lboro
YKaXJIMBOTO BOEHHOTO 3/104MHY.

CB. AMBpOCI#, AKMIA BUCHAXKyBaBCA
J0nomararum i 4opagKyoum TMcAYam Hapoay, AKi
0,0 HbOro NPUXOAMIN OAE HAaM TaKy nopaay: «He
TypbynTecs HaaTo TUM, AIK CKNAAAETbCA Balla AONS.
TinbKN manTe HenoxmuTHe ba)KaHHA cnNaciHHA i,
cToaun nepepg borom, ouikyite Moro nomoui, Aokw i
npuiiae Ha ue BignoBigHWI Yyacy. | Takn Nnpunwos

Moldova along with the devotion to the Jesus
Prayer: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy
on me, a sinner” (http://www.ukrainian-
orthodoxy.org/articles/2010/VenerablePasius.html).

St. Ambrose had a profound devotion to the
Mother of God. With this Icon, he blessed the
Shamordino women’s monastery which he founded
near the Optina Hermitage. He himself decreed that
the celebration of the Icon’s Feastday should be
October 15 (October 28 on the Gregorian Calendar)
and, when he reposed in the Lord, his Funeral was
held on that day.

In the Icon, the Mother of God is sitting on
the clouds, her hands upraised in blessing. Below
her is a grain field with sheaves of rye standing and
lying about. St. Ambrose said of the Icon that the
Mother of God “is a Helper for people in their
labours for the acquiring of their daily bread”. It is
interesting that a copy of the Icon was once
advertised on eBay with the subtitle “Help
Business”.

The land upon which the Icon was revealed
has been the site of great adversity. The Hermitage
was closed by the Communists and the last Monks
were martyred in 1937. In 1939, after Stalin had
made a pact with Hitler which led to the Second
World War, Polish officers were imprisoned in this
monastery. Between April and May of 1940 the
NKVD transferred thousands of them to the Katyn
Forest near Smolens’k, Russia, where they were
massacred at a spot where other mass graves of
victims of the Soviet regime were found. And on
April 10, 2010, a Polish government aircraft
carrying, among others the Polish President, Lech
Kaczynski, crashed near the site en route to formal
commemorations of the horrendous war crime.

St. Ambrose, who dedicated himself tirelessly
to helping and counselling the thousands of people
that came to see him, advises us: "Do not be greatly
disturbed by the arrangement of your fate. Have
only the unwavering desire for salvation and,
standing before God, await His help until the time
comes." The time came for revealing the cruel and
rapacious deeds of followers of the delusional
ideology of Communism. The crash, too, brought
the world’s attention, albeit in a most tragic fashion,




yac Ha Te, Wob BUABUTM KOPCTOKI Ta HACUbHULbKI
Aii nocnigoBHUKIB 06MaHHOI iAeonorii KOMyHI3my.
Cama X aBapia 3BepHyna yBary CBiTy, XO4 Y HaaTO
TpariyHWMi cnocib, Ha Ty Macakpy, AKy generayis
npuaitTana sig3HavyaTu.

AK BUAHO, WO To xNib, AKOro BMAana semns,
Le — nepu 3a Bce, XKUTTA MyUYeHUKIB, XKepTB TUX, LU0
Hamaranumcs NpucBoiTK Bnaay 6e3 BignosiganbHoCTI
3a Hei. 3emA NocCTiMHO BUAAE Taknit XxNi6 A0 HUHI.
Mpo Hux He 3abyBae Bor! Mam’sTb NPo HMX i B
LbOMY Yaci 1 npocTopi, AKi NPOMUHAIOTb,
npocnaBnaAeTbea. | XpuctnaHmM BneBHEHO roNoCATb,
LLLO HEMUHYYe rpAaje TOM AeHb, KOW TaKi XepTeu
CTaHyTb TiZIbKM cnoragom. Tor [eHb yxe i
BnpoBaans CBOIMU XKUTTEAANHMMM CTpacTAMM ¢
BockpeceHHAM lNocnoab Haw lcyc Xpuctoc. A
YKHUMBA, AKi HACTyNatoTb byayTb *KHMBaMM Nt06OBI Ta
Mmunocepaa.

Monimock cnosamm AKaduCTy, SKOro BKNaB
MpenoaobHunit AMBpPOCIl A/1a BlUaHYBaHHSA IKOHMK:
«Pagyncs bnarogaTHa, locnogb 3 Toboto! NMogan
Ham, HegoCTOMHUM, pocy TBOET nacku i BuAB TBoro
Mwunocepasa!» AmiHb.

to the massacre which the delegation was to
commemorate.

It appears, that the bread which the land
brought forth was, above all, the lives of the
martyrs, the victims of those who seek power
without responsibility. The earth continually brings
forth such bread to this very day. They are not
forgotten by God. Their memory is vindicated even
in the time and space which are passing. Christians
confidently proclaim that the day will ultimately
arrive in which such sacrifices themselves will be
but a memory. It has already been ushered in by the
life-giving Passion and Resurrection of our Lord,
Jesus Christ. The harvest which is coming is one of
love and mercy.

As we labour and await that glorious Day, let
us pray in the words of the Akathist which St.
Ambrose composed for the veneration of this Icon:
"Hail, Full of Grace, the Lord is with You! Grant unto
us unworthy ones the dew of Your grace and the
showing forth of Your mercy!" Amen.
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