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(from the Prayer in honour of the Icon)

On October 25 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is October 12 on the
Julian) we celebrate the Jerusalem Icon of
the Mother of God, which is particularly
popular among Ukrainian Orthodox in
Canada due to numerous copies of it (on
paper) which were once available from the
Consistory Church Goods Supply in
Winnipeg. Despite its popularity it is quite
likely that most of us who have this Icon in
our homes and our prayerbooks are
unaware of its name or origin.

The Congregation of the St. Mary
the Protectress Parish in Montreal made
the discovery as a result of an ongoing
time of testing. Our Temple was built
mainly by the Parishioners themselves
due to a construction strike in 1960. By
2006 it was in dire need of repairs i and
we had no money to pay for them. Before
each Service we had to sweep the floor to
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remove bits of paint and plaster which had
fallen from the ceiling. We noticed that
most of the debris was falling on and
around an Icon of the Theotokos on a
stand on the left side between the
Tetrapod and the solea. The thought
came: fiPe Ladywigpremindingus
thatshecoudhel p i f we as
came about the ongoing practice of
serving an Akathist before this Icon each
Wednesday beginning on November 1,
2006. Within a year the problem had been
resolved. The question as to the name of
this Icon was resolved when, on June 8,
2008, we got a paper Icon from Ukraine,
which was an exact copy of the one in our
Temple,andbor e t he inscr
Jerusalem |l cono.

Further research told us that the
prototype of this Icon is attributed to the
Apostle and Evangelist, St. Luke himself 1
whom St. Paul called the beloved
Physician (Colossians 4:14). He is said to
have written the Icon in Gethsemane
where the empty tomb of the Theotokos is
situated, 15 years ¢
In the 5™ century the Icon was brought
from Jerusalem to Constantinople.
Thence it went to
10™ century, a gift to the newly-baptized
Great Kny azRou sodf, KSyti.
Volodymyr, who in turn, sent it to the
people of Novhorod upon their
acceptance of Baptism into Christ. Tsar
Il van |V (Athe Terril
Moscow in 1571, having conquered
Novhorod, and it was housed in the
Dormition Cathedral. In 1812 the armies
of Napoleon invaded Moscow i and were
rebuffed, but they brought back the
Jerusalem Icon to France. Some sources
say it is lost, while at least one claims it is
in the magnificent and ancient Notre
Dame de Paris (also rendered famous by
Vi ct or HuTkheHuschbbok of k
Notre Dame).

K ¢

However numerous copies (called
Aspyskyo in Ukraini g
each of them linked to 1 and bearing the
grace of - the original. Many of these have
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been found to be the source of miracles
(among them, we firmly believe, the one in
at our Svyata Pokrova). When one
fgoogl eso for
amount of diversity between them. In
some (as in the ones popular in the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada),
the robe of the Theotokos is a deep red,
while in others it is blue. In some the
Christ-Child (as in the ones popular in the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada) is
on Marydés left (as
heart), while in others He is on her right
(the place of honouri i He si t s
hand of the Fathero
Nicene Creed). The author of a helpful
website on understanding Icons has
written: A [eBcjlaus e Ort hodo
Christ on Earth is not an incarnate human,
but the invisible Holy Spirit, acting
throughout the world, we must respect
and accept differences in practice. We are
called to unity, rather than uniformityo

(see).

In fact the Jerusalem Icon of the
Theotokos that is today situated in the
Holy Sepulchre of the Theotokos in
Jerusalem is attributed to a revelation, in
about 1870, to Sister Tatiana of the
Monastery of St. Mary Magdalene in
Jerusalem, and is considered to be an
| ¢ o n-mAde-bythandsd. Its story may
be found here.

This is the prayer which we found
on the back of the paper Icon we got in
June of 2008: MnAMost
Theotokos, the Hope of all who hope in
You, intercessor for the sorrowful, safe
Haven of the despairing, provider for
widows and orphans. Hear and have
mercy on us, your sinful and unworthy
servants, who venerate Your most pure
Icon with tender love. Beseech Your Son
and our Lord, Jesus Christ, O Merciful
Lady, that He might turn His righteous
anger away from us, that He might forgive
our sins and transgressions, so that we
might become worthy, by His Grace, to
complete our lives in repentance and
receive His mercy together with all His
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elect ones. For you are blessed and most
highly glorified unto ages of ages.o
(translation i igk). Amen.




