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The Holy Innocents:
14,000 Infants slain by
Herod in Bethlehem

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kyraw
kutash@unicorne.org

«[Blac Bippanu Xpucty, Akun QUTATKOM
HapoauBcs, CeaTti HeBuHHi HemoBnsaTa.
Bu rny3syBanu Haa HeyecTuBicTIO Ipoaa.
Tenep 6naraemo Bac: ‘beanepectaHHO
MoniTbca 3a aywi Hawi.”” (KoHaak)

Hyxe ckopo no npecrnasHomy CBATi
HapogxkeHHsa XpuctoBoro, 11-ro CiyHA 3a
rpyropiaHceknm kaneHgapem (ue — 29-ro
rPyaHs 3a oniaHCbKUM), MU CBATKYEMO
nam'saTb nepumx MydeHukis Xpucta pagu,
XNON4YnKiB-HEMOBAAT Bihneemcbkux, y Bili
2-0X NiT | HWKYe, AKNX HakasaB 3abutn lpoa
y oro 60XeBiNbHOMY HaMaraHHi
3aTpumaTu CBOK 3eMHY Briagly Ha Biku
(MaTtBis 2:1-18). Yucno 14,000, sike nogaHe
B LIEpKOBHOMY KaneHgapi He Tpeba
cnpunmaTi B BykBanbHOMY pO3yMiHHS, 60
X y Bidhneemi mabyTb Hikonm He Byno
HacTinbKK xnon4ukis. Lle yncno —
CMMBOJTIYHE, AK HUXK4Ye nobaymmo.

Y cBiTi 6araTo ge4oro

“I'Y]ou were offered to Christ Who was
born as a Child, Holy Innocents.You
mocked Herod's wickedness; now we
beseech you: ‘Unceasingly pray for our
souls.”” (Kontakion)

Very soon after the Glorious Feast
of the Nativity of Christ, on January 11 on
the Gregorian Calendar (which is
December 29 on the Julian) we celebrate
the memory of the first martyrs for Christ,
the male children of Bethlehem, 2 years
and younger, who were put to death by
Herod in his mad quest to keep forever his
earthly power (Matthew 2:1-18). The
number 14,000 which appears on the
Church Calendar is not to be taken
literally, as there have most likely never
been that many male babies in
Bethlehem. It is a symbolic number as we
shall see later.

The world has much that is



http://www.uocc.ca/
http://www.uocc.ca/en-ca/faith/articles/frikutash/
mailto:kutash@unicorne.org

3axonmYoro 1 AiMCHO NPeKpacHoro, Lo
Hac npueabntoe i 3sBopyLuye. BiH xe — gap
Big Bora, Akni noro nobuTs i yTpumye.
Hum Hacnpasai HaconoaKyoTbCs | 3a
HbOrO BAAYHI Ti, XTO NOOUTBL | BOAYHUIA
[apyBanbHuky, noro Teopuesi Ta
Mpomucnutenesi. Ti, ki NOHEBONEHI
3aXONSIHYUMN 1 FapHUMK cnpaBaMn B
CBITi, Ta SKi BTpATUNU CBIAOMICTb MPO AOro
NOXOMKEHHSA MOXYTb CTaTW HeLLaCHUMU
pabamu, xod 61 n Mmanu 4o gucnosnuii
BennYyesHy KinbKiCTb MOro matepianbHuUX
ckapbiB i nociganu 6 Benuky nocaay Ta
Bnagy.

Ipog, sikomy, OyBae, icTOpUKK
aofatoTb npissuwe «Benukuny, 6yB skpas
Taknum pabowm. BiH 6ygyBaB rpaHaiosHi
Oyaieni, a Mi>XX HUMMW MOLUMPEHNIA
npekpacHun Opyrmm Xpam y €pycanumi (3
HbOro A0 HWHI 3icTaBca Myp nnady, 60 x
pelwita 3pynHyBanu pumnsHu B 70-my p.).
3a noro komaHgo roro niggaHi
oTpumyBanun munocepas, abo, sik He piako
OyBano, cMepThb. Woro HaibinbLue 3HaTb
(30Kkpema B KynbTypax NPOCAKHYTUX
XPUCTUAHCTBOM) 3a MOro Macakpy ANTATOK
Bicdoneema i noro goskinns.

A pagn 4oro BYMHMB BiH Takun
3no4nH? BiH 6osBca 3arybuTtun Toro, 4oro
3006ys y caiTi. Mlomy Pum Haaas Tutyn
«Uap rogenicbkuiiy, 3a Wwo 6yB BiH BipHUM
cnyroto uiei Benuvkol imnepii. BiH He xoTiB
BigAaTn noro HaeiTb [NomasaHuky Boxomy,
Mecii, npuwecTta Akoro OBro ovikysana
rpomaga eBpeincbKa, aKol Moro poanHa

cTarna y4aCHUKOM MO IXHbOMY HaBEPHEHHHO.

30BCiM He 3ynuHAno Ipoga Te, Wo ue x
Cam bor nocunaB LUboro boxectseHHOro
Llaps. BiH e 3 CB. NucaHHsa 3006yB
BKasiBKy, e MoxHa 6 3HanTu uboro Llaps
nocnaHoro boromy, konu BiH yaaBas, LU0
ponomarae Mygpeusm, npuxig sSkux
YCBIJOMMB MOr0 NPO Ayxe pearnbHy
MOXINUBICTb, WO OPEBHI NpopoLTBa
CMOBHIOIOTHCS B 10ro yacax! Moro BnacHi
MyZapeLi BKa3anu Ha Lie NpopouTBO: «A Tu,
Bicdoneeme-EdpaTte, xo4 Manui Tn y
Tucadvax Koau, i3 tedbe MeHi Buinge Ton, Wo
6yne Bnagwuka B I3paini, i BiggaBHa
noctaHHs Moro, B OHIB BIKOBIYHMX>

exciting and truly lovely to attract and
inspire us. It is a gift from God Who loves
and sustains it. It is truly enjoyed and
appreciated by those who love and
appreciate the Giver, its Creator and
Sustainer. Those who are captivated by
the exciting and lovely things in the world
and lose sight of its Source can become
miserable slaves, even though they may
have at their disposal a huge quantity of
its material riches and hold positions of
great power.

Herod, to whose name historians
sometimes add the title “the Great”, was
such a slave. He built grandiose edifices,
including the expanded splendid Second
Temple in Jerusalem (of which today the
Wailing Wall remains since the rest was
destroyed by the Romans in 70 A. D.). At
his command mercy was bestowed on his
subjects — or, as was not infrequently the
case, death. He is most often (particularly
in cultures steeped in Christianity) known
for his massacre of the children of
Bethlehem and surrounding areas.

The motive? He was terrified of
losing what he had gained in the world.
He was given the title “King of the Jews”
by Rome and was an obedient regent of
this mighty Empire. He would not cede it
even to the Anointed One, the Messiah,
awaited by the Hebrew community of
which his family had become a part by
conversion. That it was God Himself, Who
was the Sender of this Divine King, did not
deter Herod. It was from Holy Scripture
that he got the clue as to where to find this
King sent by God, as Herod pretended to
help the Magi, whose coming had alerted
him to the very real possibility that the
ancient prophesies were being fulfilled in
his own time! His own wise men pointed
out this prophesy: “But you, Bethlehem, in
the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you
will come a Ruler Who will shepherd my
people Israel, Whose origins are from of
old, from ancient times” (Micah 5:2-4).

Herod was madly determined: God




(Muxes 5:2-4).

Ipog 6yB 6e3ymHO piwyyunn: Cam
Bor He Bigbepe Big HLOro LAapcTBO oro!
Konn Mygpeu,i (skux npaBocnasHi
LWaHYOTb, 9K CBATUX, AK LUAHYIOTb i
MacTyxis, WO NpUALINM nobauntn QuTtaTko-
Llaps B sicnax y Bidoneemi) He noBepHynucs
A0 HbOrOo, LWOo6 CNpoCTUTN MOMY CMOBHEHHSA
BoXeBINbHOro nNnaHy No3dyTucs rpsagyyoro
y3ypnaTopa, SiKUM, Ha Noro OyMKy, MaB
Oytun Icyc, 10 Ipog BUpILLMB NOLWIMPUTK CBIl
3acsr: ycix Xnon4yukise, siki HApoaUnucA B
yaci 38’a3aHomy 3 npuxogom Myapedis, BiH
3HMWMTL! Cam bor roro He 3ynuHUTL!

OTox i 36ynocs Te, Npo LWo
npogiwas €pemis: «4ytu ronoc y Pawmi,
nnady Ta puaaHHs ripke: Paxunb nnave 3a
OiTbMM CBOIMK, He xo4e noTileHa byTu 3a
AiTn cBoi, 60 Hema ix» (31:15). Y cBoemy
noTi lpoa Takox Hakasae 3abuTn
MepBocBsweHuka, CB. 3axapito Mix
Xpamowm i MNMpecTtonom (Matsis 23:35), konn
TOW BiAMOBMBCS BiOKPUTU, A€ 3aXOBaHWM
noro cuH, C.. IBaH, ABotopigHun dpat
Icyca, sikvii nisHiwe ctas Moro
XpecTtuTtenem, Skoro TakoX 3axoBanu B
nocnywHocTi Ao boxoi HacTaHoBu. CB,
CumeoHa bBoronpuiMmua Takox 3abunum 3a
MOro NPOrosioLEHHS, WO BXE HapOaMBCS
Meciqa. Ane nnanu Ipoga He BBiHYanucs.
Mecia goxue 3006yTn giuHe Ceoe LlapcTtBo
(6igHun Ipoa He myciB By BosiTuca —
LlapctBo Mecii noHaa KOgeeto, noHan
nnaHeTo 3eMnsi Ta HaBiTb NOHAA caMnM
Yyacowm), BigaaBLn 3a Hboro Ceoe XKnTTa Ha
XpecrTi Ha [onrodri.

BpsTtysaBcs BiH cTpaluHoto (3a
3€MHWUM paxyHKOM) LjiHOK: CMepTb (He
Boxxoto noctaHoBoto, ane Hum
nependayeHa NpoCcTo TOMY, LLIO BOHA Taku
BMNNuBana 3 Tux BUBOpPIB HELLaCHOro,
©oxeBinbHoro lpoaa, akmx bor Takox
nepenbaynB) TMX HEBMHHUX HEMOBNAT, a
TaKkoX CMYTOK i TSKKa BTpaTa IXHix maTtepen
Ta POAVH, AKNX HIXTO Ha 3emri He B cuni
3acCrnoKoiTu.

Arne 3 nepcrnekTueu BIYHOCTI MU
6a4mmo 30BCiMm iHWY kapTuHy. CB. Mocun
OB6py4YHUK NPUNHSAB, NOBIPYB i NoAiAB 3rigHo

Himself would not take his kingdom from
him! When the Magi (who are venerated
as Saints by Orthodox Christians — as are
also the Shepherds who came to see the
Child King in His manger in Bethlehem)
did not return to him to simplify the
fulfilment of his insane plan to eliminate
this coming usurper, as he perceived
Jesus to be, Herod decided to broaden his
reach: all the male children whose birth
fell within the time frame of the coming of
the Magi, would be eliminated! God
Himself would not stop him!

And so came about that which
Jeremiah had prophesied: “A voice is
heard in Ramah, mourning and great
weeping, Rachel weeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted, because
they are no more” (31:15). In his rage,
Herod also had the High Priest, St.
Zechariah, killed between the Temple and
the Altar (Matthew 23:35) because he
would not reveal the location of his son,
St. John, Jesus’ cousin, who would be the
Lord’s Baptizer, who was also hidden in
obedience to Divine counsel. St. Simeon
the God-bearer was also killed for having
announced that the Messiah had been
born. But Herod'’s plans were to come to
naught. The Messiah survived to win His
eternal Kingdom (poor Herod need not
have worried — the Messiah’s Kingdom
transcends Judea, planet earth and time
itself!) by offering up His life for it upon the
Cross at Golgotha.

That survival came at a terrible (in
earthly terms) price: the death (not
ordained — but foreseen by God simply
because it was coming, because of the
choices poor, mad Herod would make,
which God also foresaw), of those
innocent babes and the inconsolable (in
the space/time of Earth) sorrow and
bereavement of their mothers and
families.

But from the vantage-point of
eternity we see an entirely different
scenario. St. Joseph the Betrothed
received, believed and acted upon the




3 nepecrtoporoto AHrena (sk 3pobunn 6ynum
n Myapedui). | Bipoto, niggasLLm BaxXkoMy
iCANTOBI CBOT CTapeui poku
(OpoToeBaHrenisa Akosa, HancaHa
6nunsbko 150 p. b., kaxe, wo 6yB BiH
cTapLuvMm BAIBLEM), BiH 3HANLIOB NPUTYNOK
ans Matepi 1 dutatka B Adpuui, B €runTi, i
NoBEPHYBCS A0 KpaiHu CBOIX 6aTbkiB fmwe
nicns cmepTi lpoga. A MnaaeHui
Bicbneemchbki, CBOEID XKepTBOLO, XO4 i He
Oyna BoHa 3a ixHiM BUGOpOM, BpATyBanu
Mecito, wob Bix npogoxume Ceoto Micito,
sKka 3aBepLumnacs Ha Xpecri.

AHMMincbknn muteub Bunism
lonmaH MaHT (1827-1910) cTtapascs
nepenaTu Lo Bi3ito BIYHOCTI (kepoc no-
rpeubKoMy), ka CXOAUTLCS 3 YAacoM i
NPOCTOPOM Y A0YaCHOCTI (NO-rpeubkomy
XPOHOC) CBOIM MaIltOHKOM, SIKUA BUCUTb Y
My3eto Teunt y JloHgoHi B AHrnii, [Tlepemoeza
HeesuHHUX Hemossnnsim: Y HbOMYy MU
6auumo ayuwi Autsatok-My4veHukiB, siki
cynpoBogAaTe CeATy PoauHy B €runer. lcyc
i Moro Martip 6auaThb ix. Bin npocTarae im
ctebna nweHnui, CAMBOIN BOCKPECIHHS — a
TakoX €BXapucTii, dka HOCUTb y cobi Le
BOCKPECIHHS 40 NOBHOTK Yacy. OguH 3 HUX
npoBaguTb Npouecito yépaHun B pmaun
CasiLieHunyi. IxHs xepTBa yMOXnusmna
»KepTay, sika BCi )XepTBU 3aBepLUYE..

| ue — cnpaBxHs nepemora!l Ipog i
BCi HelacHi, 6oXeBinbHI AyLwi, siKi >kagHi Ha
©e3kiHeyHi, BiYHi ckapbu Ta cuny Ha 3emni,
BCi OCTaTO4YHO PO34apOoBaHi i NePEMOXEHI.
HewacHun Ipog, siknn Hakasae BOGUMBCTBO,
MK iHLUMMW, BRACHUX CuHiB (Tak wo Kecap
ABrycT maB ckasaTtu npo Hboro: «Kpauie
6yTn Ipoga CBMHE YMM OTO CUHOMD),
XKIHOK Ta iHWKMX YNeHiB poanHN, TakoX
cTapascs (K BugHo 6e3ycnilwHo), wob y
AEeHb NOro cmepTi 3abuTh BENUKY KiNbKiCTb
MyAapeuis, Wwob Biaxia noro He 6yB AHEM
pagocTi gna noro nigoaHux. Lle x xepTtseun
TaknUX KPOBOXKAL4HMX TUPAHIB, MalOTb
ocTtatoyHy nepemory! A ocobnvBo ronosHa
XKeptea! Yucno Bipneemcbknx MydeHukis
nogaHe Ha KaneHgapi Bkasye Ha Lo
HEMoOXuTHY icTuHY. Bo x 14,000 — ue ABivi
AockoHane (B bibninHin Hymeponorii) Yncno
7, NnoMHOXeHe Ha 1000 — gka o3Havae

Angel’'s warning (as had the Magi). In
faith, putting his declining years to the test
(the Protoevangelion of James, written
about 150 A.D., describes him as an
elderly widower), he sought refuge for the
Mother and Child in Africa, in Egypt, and
returned to the land of his ancestors only
after Herod’s death. And the Babes of
Bethlehem, by their sacrifice, albeit
involuntary, saved the Messiah to
continue His mission which culminated
upon the Cross.

The English painter William
Holman Hunt (1827-1910) sought to
portray this vision of eternity (kairos)
intersecting with time and space,
temporality (chronos), in his painting,The
Triumph of the Innocents. It may be seen
in the Tate Museum in London, England.
We see in it the souls of the Martyred
Babes accompanying the Holy Family to
Egypt. Jesus and His Mother see them.
He holds out to them stalks of wheat,
symbolizing resurrection - and the
Eucharist which embodies that
resurrection until the fullness of time. One
of them is heading the procession in
Priestly vestments. Theirs is the sacrifice
that makes possible the Sacrifice that
completes all sacrifices.

And a triumph it truly is! Herod,
and all the poor, mad souls lusting for
infinite, never-ending riches and power
upon the Earth, are all ultimately
disappointed and defeated. Miserable
Herod, who had murdered, among others,
his own sons (so that Augustus Caesar
said of him: “It is better to be Herod’s pig
than his son”), wives, and other family
members, also sought (apparently
unsuccessfully) to arrange the killing of a
large number of wise men on the day of
his death so that his passing would not be
an occasion of joy for his subjects. It is the
victims of such bloodthirsty tyrants who
win ultimately! Especially their Victim. The
number of the Bethlehem Martyrs given
by the Calendar is a clue to this
unshakeable Truth. For 14,000 is twice
the perfect (in Biblical numerology)
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NOBHOTY. Baxxko noBipuTK, LWLO Ti, SKi
Bknaganu Kanengap He Gynu ceigomi Toro,
LLIO Lie Yncro, SKWwo 6paTtun noro 6ykBanbHO,
axk 3aHaTo BUCOKE.

OTOX HEe € HAAMIPHMM 3aKITHOYEHHS, WO
nogaHe LepKoBHUM KaneHaapeM Yncro
AuntaTtok 3abutux Ipogom B Bigneemi
cnpasai NpeacTasBnsie yCiX HEBUHHUX
HEMOBST, BKIMOYHO 3 TUMU, SKUX
ybuBatoTb 40 iXHbOrO HAPOAPKEHHS, AKMM
KonnHeOyab BKOPOTUNM YM BKOPOTATL IXHE
3EMHe XUTTS (OAHa 3 LePKOBHUX MICHOMIHb
npuces4veHnx Ceatum HemoBndatam i
npeacraense IpoaiB 3M04YUH, K TakWK, WO
3BEPHEHMI HA KOXXHOTO LLaHyBanbHuka, 60
X Kaxe: «lpog nioTo nocunae cBoe
HeyecTnBe BOIHCTBO BOUTU MeHe, AnTATKO,
LLIO NeXNTb y Acnax»). Ycix umx AntaTok
BiTaAlOTb N0O3a QOCSKHICTIO Ipoaa, Toro
npegcraBHuKa OOXEBINNA Ta CMepTi, y
BiYHOMY LlapcTBi, sike BXXe NpunLLIno 3
npuwectam Mecii, Ta aKe KONMCb 9BHO
3aBonogie y BCin BceneHHin. Hac
3anpoLyoTh i 3aKnMKarTb nomaraTu
Oyanysatu Le BiYHe LlapcTBO CBOIMM
MonMTBaMu Ta xxepteamu. Baxnuea
YacTMHa LbOro 3yCUnns ue 3axucT i
OXOpPOHa Takmx OiTok. [ocnogHe
BockpeceHHs 3aneBHsie Hac: Moro LlapctBo

- nepemMoxe.

number 7, multiplied by 1000 - which
signifies fullness. It does not seem likely
that those who did the listing for the
Calendar would have been unaware of the
fact that this number, if it were to be taken
literally, was much too high.

Thus it is not unreasonable to
conclude that the number given of the
Babes martyred by Herod in Bethlehem,
according to the Church Calendar,
actually represents all innocent infants -
including those killed before being born,
who have ever, or shall ever have their
earthly life cut short (one of the Church
hymns in honour of the Holy Innocents
seems, in fact, to portray Herod’s crime as
being directed at each worshipper for it
goes: “Herod furiously sends his
unrighteous army to kill Me, a Babe lying
in a manger”). All such Babes find their
welcome beyond the reach of Herod, that
agent of madness and death, in the
eternal Kingdom which has already
arrived with the coming of the Messiah,
and which shall ultimately manifestly
prevail in all the universe. We are invited —
and exhorted — to help build that eternal
Kingdom by our own prayers and
sacrifices. An important part of that work
is the care and protection of such infants.
The Resurrection of the Lord assures us:
His Kingdom shall prevail.




