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«BnaxeHHi Ti, WO YMHATL AO6pO, a
NPOKNATI Ti, WO YUHATL 3510.» (CB.
Bonoaumup)

Ha 28-ro nunHsa 3a MpuropistHCbKNm
kKaneHgapem (ue — 15-ro nunHa 3a
FOnitHCbKUM) MU CBATKYEMO NaM’ATb
Xpectutensa Kuiscbkoi Pyci, Benukoro
KHs3a Bonognmupa, npo3BaHum, SK i
6abyHsa noro, Ce. Onebra,
PiBHOanocTonbHMM (No-rpeuskomMy
«lcanoctonocy»). Lito cnaesHy niogmHy obpas
Bor BigorpaTtu KNYeBUin ponb y PO3BUTKY
A0nNi HapoAiB yKpaiHCbKOro, GinopycbKoro,
POCIMCBLKOro Ta N iHLWKnX.

Konu Bignpaensemo JliTyprito,
CasLLeHHOCNYXXMTENb 3aBXan 0bKamxye
IkoHn Ta Hapoa boxun, 60 X i MK Takox
IkoHn! Mu cTBOpEHiI 3a 06paszom Boxmm
(K1 HikONK He Moxe ByTKn 3aTepTun) i
AaHO HaM NOKMMKaHHA 3pocTaTh Yu, K
[IeXTO Kaxe, po3smBaTuca Ha Moro nogoby,
TOOTO cTaBaTu NodioHUMK l7lomy YECHOTOH,
MyZpicTto, Kpacoto, noboB’to Ta BCiEt
[OCKoHarnicTio — Ta nuwe BiH ocTaeTbes
OcHoBoto, HectBopeHum, Ton-XT1o-€ (ocb
Take 3HauiHHA iMeHi Aree, WO nepegaeTbes
Yotmpboma bByksamu, a Ceigkun €roeu
NOMMIKOBO YBaXatoTb, L0 Lie Moro BnacHe
IM'5). To6TO MM Moro »wuBi [koHM-B-NpoLECi.

“Blessed are the doers of good and
damned are the evil doers.” (St.
Volodymyr)

On July 28 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is July 15 on the Julian)
we celebrate the Baptizer of Kyivan Rus’
the Great Kniaz'Volodymyr, who, like his
grandmother, St. Ol'ha, is titled “Equal-to-
the-Apostles” (Ukrainian
“‘Rivnoapostol’nyy”, Greek “Isapostolos”).
This great man was chosen by God to
play a key role in the unfolding destiny of
the Ukrainian, Belarus and Russian
nations, among others.

When we celebrate a Liturgy, the
celebrant always cense the Icons and the
people of God, for we, too, are Icons.
Created in the image of God (which can
never be obliterated) we are given the
vocation of growing or, some might say,
unfolding into His likeness, i.e. to become
like Him in virtue, wisdom, beauty, love
and all perfection — except that He alone
remains the Source, the Uncreated, the
One-Who-Is (this is the significance of his
name, Yahweh, rendered by the
Tetragrammaton in the Old Testament,
which Jehovah's Witnesses mistakenly
believe to be His proper Name). Thus we
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Woro BnarogaTth noknvkana Hac 4o byTTs.
BoHun nigcuntoe Hac, NnpoBaauTb | CNOHYKYE
Hac ctaBaTy TUMU, YUM MaemMo OyTu B
BiYHOCTI. OAHMM 3 OnarocnoBeHb, Lo
NPUHOCATL Ham CBATI — Te, WO B HUX MU
0a4MMOo Lien NpoLLeC BUKOHAHUIA A0
ONBOBWXKHOT Mipy. Mu iX WwaHyemo,
cTapaemMoch iM HacnigyBaTu, i MAeMO 4YecCTb
6aunTu ix, SK cniB cnyxuTeni Ta
3aCTynNHUKM 3a Hac nepe borom. (A mu
TakoX NoOMMHaAeMo ix nepeg borom y
BoxxecTBeHHin JliTyprii).

OOHUM 3 HamBaXHiLLMX cnocobiB
HacnigyBatn CBATUX — @ Mi>k HUMK 11 CB.
Bonoaonmupa — ue BigBepTaTuCcs Big
MapHUX 3aHsTb CBITY, L0 BNaB Y rpix, 4o
nackasOCTi, Murocepas Ta iCTUHM BIYHOrO
Lapctea Otus i CuHa i CeaToro [yxa.
[exTo LWOKOBaHUIM YMTaTh NPO XKUTTSH
Bonognmupa nepepn noro HaBepHEHHSM 0
Bipn NocnogHboi. BnaxkeHHOT nam’siTi
MuTtpononut InapioH (OrieHko) 3ayBaxuB,
LLIO Moro ekcuecn MabyTb nepebinbLuyBanu
ariorpacm, wob TMm Ginbw gpamMmaTU4HUM
BUrNASANo nepemMiHeHe Noro XX1TTa nicng
Noro egHaHHA 3 XpUCTOM.

Bonoanmup 6yB cnHom Benwnkoro
KHassa CeaTocnaea, sikoro 6atbko, Benukuin
KHa3b Irop, 3rmHyB 3 pyK CroB’siH
Aepes’sHiB, konn Cesatocnas OyB LWwe
nos3yHkom. MaTtu Cesatocnasa KHArnHg
Onbra rocTpo nomcTunacs 3a CBOro Myxa.
Heski mxepena KaxyTb, LLO Lie BKIIOYarno
cTpaty ixHboro koponda Mana (im’s ioro
npasgonofibHo o3Havae «KopoTkuiny)
JllobeyvyaHunHa, Lo HaBaXxuscs
3anponoHyBaTW CYNPYXOKS BAOBI, SKOro
MyXa 1oro Hapog 6yB ybuB. Ta BoHa
3munocepaunacsa Hag noro QiTbMwm i
npuiHAna ix y ceit Agip. Moro cun,
[o6puHS, nisHiwe cTaB LiHHUM
nomiyHnkom Bonoammumpa (Skun. Ak My
nobayvnmo 6yB MOro NremMiHHUMKOM), a Noro
poyka Manywa Jlio6evaHka ctana
cnyxHuueto Onbru.

CeaTocnas BupocTaB 3 ManyLueto
npw KHsbxomy asopi. BoHn 3antobunucs
ogHe B ogHOMYy, ane xod Manywa 6yna

are His living Icons-in-process. His Grace
has brought us into being empowers,
guides and inspires us to become who we
are called to be in eternity. One of the
blessings brought to us by the Saints is
that, in them, we see this process
accomplished to an awesome degree. We
honour them, seek to imitate them and are
privileged to see them as fellow-servants
and intercessors for us before God. (And
we also remember them before God in the
Divine Liturgy).

One of the most important ways to
imitate the Saints — and among them St.
Volodymyr — is that of turning away from
the vain pursuits of a fallen world, towards
the kindness, mercy and truth of the
eternal Kingdom of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit. There are those who
are shocked to read of the life of
Volodymyr prior to his conversion to the
Faith of the Lord. Metropolitan Ilarion
(Ohienko) of blessed memory has noted
that his excesses may have been
exaggerated by hagiographers in order to
more dramatically render his the change
in his life after coming to Christ.

Volodymyr was the son of Great
Kniaz’ of Kyiv Sviatoslav, whose father,
Great Kniaz’ Ihor, had died at the hands of
the Derevlianian Slavs when Sviatoslav
was but a toddler. Sviatoslav’'s
mother, Kniahynia Ol'ha, had avenged her
husband fiercely. This, according to some
sources, included executing their king,
Mal (likely meaning “Short”) Liubechanyn,
who had the temerity to propose marriage
to the widow of the man whom his people
had slain. She then had mercy on Mal’s
children by taking them into her
household. His son, Dobrynia, became a
valuable aide to Volodymyr (who, as we
shall see, was his nephew), and his
daughter, Malusha Liubechanka, became
Orlha’s maid-servant.

Sviatoslav grew up with Malusha
in the royal court. They fell in love, but,
although Malusha had accepted the
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npunHana XpuctusiHebky Bipy cBoel
rocrnoguHi, Onbra He morna npueecTtu cebe
[0 Toro, o6 nobnarocrnoBuTH ix Ha
nogpyXeks i Bigicnana ii oo gepesnsH. | e
NMOMiXK HUX HAPOAMBCS iXHIN CYH,
Bonogumup (sikoro iM’s no-cnas’stHCbKOMY
03XHa4ya€e «BOJI0AAp CBITY» UM «MUPY», a
no-cTapocKkaHANHABCbKOMY CKa3aHb Lie
Banbgemap, Wwo o3Havyae «BM3Ha4YHUM
Bonogap») y 958 p. (oeski pxepena
nogatotb 960). CeBATOCNAB NoBaXkaB CBOro
Harmornogworo cnHa Bonogumupa HapiBHi
3i CBOIMM CTapLLUMMWN CMHAMU SAPOMOSKOM i
Onerowm, i noginue cBoi 3eMJli MiXk HUMM.
Bonoagumupy BiH gaB Hoeropoga (cborogHi
ue B Pocincekin ®epepadii) a Apononky
AaBs Kuis i Onery OBpyd (Y CbOrogHiLLHIN
YKutomumpcbkin obnacTi) ctonuuto 3emernb
hepeBnsHiB.

KHa3b Aponorsk BMnoBiB BiiHY
npoTu cBoix bpariB (He byno ue
Haa3BMYanHUM y TUX Yacax) i Bbus Onera,
3aHABLLN MOro BonoaiHHA, a Bonogmmup
yTik y CKkaHAWHaBIo | NOBEpPHYBCS 3
BiliCbkoM, 06 BiaBotoBaTn HoBropos i
nobopoTun Apononka, AKoro BiH NigcTynom
ybuB. 1o oopo3si BiH TakoX 3arHAB MICTO
Monoubk (cboroaHi ue B binopyci), konu
noro Kuasb Porsonog (no-
cTapockaHanHaBcbkoMy Par HBaabn)
BiAMOBMBCS BigaaTh 3a HbOro CBOK AOYKY
PorHeny (no-ctapockaHgnHascbkomy Par
Hrinbay). NpuHueca (aeski pxepena
KaxyTb, WO BOHa byna 3apy4yeHa 3 KHA3em
Apononkom) cama noropaxyesana
Bonogumupom, 60 6yB BiH CMHOM
cnyxHuui. Bonogumup B34B 11 HACUINbHO B
XaxnMBoMmy cueHapii, Ak ogHy 3 (nisHiwe)
AEKINbKoX >XiHOK. (Kornu BiH po3BiBCS 3 Heto
nisHiwe, Wwob nosiH4YaTUCA L, AHHOLO,
Aou4Koto BisaHTincekoro imnepartopa, 60 x
AK XPUCTUSIHWH BiH Mir MaTtu nvwie oaHy
OpYyxuHy, PorHega ctana vyepHuuero 3
iMmeHem AHacTacis). BoHa gana nomy (K
TBEpPAATb BiNbLUICTb HAYKOBLIB, XO4 €
TaKoX MiACcTaBu BBaXaTu MaTip’to came
AHHY) 1Oro cnaBeTHOro HacrigHuKa (Kui
nepea Tum O6yB i cynepHukom), Bennkoro
KHsa3a Apocnaea (no-
cTapockaHguHaBCbKOMY Apisnidp)

Christian Faith of her mistress, Ol'ha
could not bring herself to bless their union
and sent her back to her Derevlianian
tribe. It was among them that their son,
Volodymyr (whose name, in Slavonic,
means “world” or “peaceful” “ruler” and, in
the Norse tongue of the sagas, Valdemar,
“renowned ruler”) was born in 958 (some
sources say 960). Sviatoslav held his
youngest son, Volodymyr, as equal to his
two older sons, Yaropolk and Oleh, and
divided his lands among the three.
Volodymyr was given Novhorod (today a
part of the Russian Federation), while
Yaropolk was given Kyiv and Oleh,
Ovruch (in today’s Zhytomyr oblast’),
capital of the Derevlianian lands.

Kniaz’ Yaropolk waged a
campaign against his brothers (not
unusual in those days) and slew Oleh,
taking over his realm, while Volodymyr
fled to Scandinavia, returning with an
army to retake Novhorod and defeat
Yaropolk, whom he slew by treachery.
Along the way he also took the city of
Polotsk (today a part of Belarus) when its
Kniaz’ Rohvolod (Norse, Ragnvald)
refused to give him his daughter,
Rohneda (Norse, Ragnhild), in marriage.
The princess (some sources say she was
betrothed to Kniaz’ Yaropolk) herself had
disdained Volodymyr as the son of a
maidservant. Volodymyr took her by force
in a horrible scenario, as one of (later)
several wives. (When he later divorced
her to marry Anna, the daughter of the
Byzantine emperor, since as a Christian
he could have only one wife, Rogneda
became a nun, taking the name
Anastasia). She gave him (according to
the majority of scholars although a good
case can also be made for Anna’s
maternity) his illustrious successor (who
prior to this had been his adversary),
Great Kniaz’ Yaroslav (Norse, Jarizleifr)
the Wise (glorified as a Saint in 2008 by
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church Kyiv
Patriarchate; recognized as a local Saint
in 2004 by the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
Moscow Patriarchate).




Myaporo (1oro x npocnasuna CBaTuUM y
2008 p. YkpaiHcbka [NpaBocnasHa Llepksa
Kuiecbkoro MNaTpiapxaty, a sk MicueBoro
Cesaroro npocnaswuna noro B 2004 p.
YkpaiHcbka NpaBocnaeHa Llepkea
Mockoscbkoro MNaTpispxaty).

Ha nouaTtky cBoix 20 nit KHasb
Bonoaumup Bxe 3aTBEpAUB CBOE
BONOAIHHSA Big 3emMernb cyvacHoT YKpaiHu Ha
nisHi4 go banTtincekoro Mops. BiH Takox
B351B EKINbKOX XIiHOK. Hanpuknag, kpim
PorHeaw, sika morna 6yTu 3apydeHa 3
Apononkom, Takox 6yna Booea Aponornka,
sika MoXke HasmBanacs KOnieto — 6yna BoHa
KONMULLHA rpeLbka YepHuud, aky B bonrapii
nonoHmne CeaTocnas, siknun 6yB 0apyXuB ii 3
Apononkom — a Bonoanmup B35B i CUIOK0
ybusLm Apononka. Mae BiH TaKoX COTKM
HanoxHuub. | 6yB BiH 6€3KOMNPOMICHUM
A3NYHUKOM, KU MOXKe BBIB i N0gCbKa
XepTBOnpuHoOLLEHHSA B Knesi micueBomy
6oxkoBi [NepyHoBi «'pOMOBEPXKLEBI».

Ta gisB y noro cepui dyx CeaTtui.
Bonoaumup ocmMucnioBaB reponcbKy
KOHUYMHY Bapssbkmnx MyyeHukis, Peogopa
IBaHa, siki Oynuv BiAMOBUNUCS NigYUHATUCS
BMMOraM sI3MHMHULBLKKX epuiB. LLe Binblue
3BOPYLUMB NOro rpeubkmii doinocod, akui
po3kasas oMy npo Ctapun Ta Hosui
3aBiTn i gaB oMy kapTuHy CtpaluHoro
Cyay, a konu Bonogumup nobayus ii BiH
NPOMOBMB: «bnaxeHHi Ti, Wo YMHATb
[o6po, a NPoKNATI Ti, WO YNHATL 3M0o». BiH
OyB BXe npu KiHui 20-mx niT i 6yB roToBMN
Ha nepemiHy.

MosicTb BpemenHux JliT onucye
nowyk saamosneHun Ce. Bornogmmumpom.
Woro nocnaHui manu nposigaTm
NocnifOBHUKIB Ta ocepenkKis Pi3HUX
CnoBigeHb, Wob nobaunTn KoTpe Hankpalle
niginge ons HbOro Ta NOro KHA3IBCTBA.
PosanoBigb Npo Te, SK Kpaca Bi3aHTINCLKNX
Bianpas y BennyHin Ceatin Codii B
KoHcTaHTMHOMoOMi nonoHuna ix — gobpe
BigOMa, SIK BioOMU | 0OOATKOBUA BUCHIB:
«AKkwo ue pobpoto byna 6 us peniria To
Bawa 6abyHsa Onbra He Gyna 6 npunmana
i,

By his early 20’s Kniaz’
Volodymyr had consolidated his realm
from modern-day Ukraine north to the
Baltic Sea. He also took a number of
wives. For example, besides Rohneda,
who may have been Yaropolk’s betrothed,
there was also Yaropolk’s widow, whose
name may have been Julia, formerly a
Greek nun captured in Bulgaria by
Sviatoslav who married her to Yaropolk —
Volodymyr took her by force after killing
Yaropolk. He also had hundreds of
concubines. And he was a thoroughgoing
pagan who may even have introduced
human sacrifices in Kyiv to the local god,
Perun “the Thunderer”.

The Holy Spirit, however, was at
work in his heart. Volodymyr pondered the
heroic death of the Varangian
Martyrs, Theodore and John, who refused
to honour the demands of the pagan
priests. He was stirred even more by a
Greek philosopher, who told him of the
Old and New Testaments and gave him a
painting of the Last Judgement, seeing
which Volodymyr exclaimed: “Blessed are
the doers of good and damned are the evil
doers”. He was now in his late 20’s and
ready for a change.

The Primary Chronicle (Ukrainians
know it as Povist’ Vremennykh Lit)
describes a quest ordered by St.
Volodymyr. His emissaries were to visit
the practitioners and centres of different
religions to see which would be best
suited for himself and his realm. The
account of their captivation by the beauty
of the Byzantine worship at the great
Hagia Sophia in Constantinople is well-
known, as is their additional comment: “If
it weren't a good religion, your
grandmother Olha would not have
embraced it.”

As a statesman, Volodymyr would
also have seen the value of ties with the
mighty Byzantine Empire. Ancient sources
give two different accounts of how he
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Ak gepxaBHu Myx Bonogummnp
TaKoX HaneBHO 0a4MB LiHHICTb 3B’A3KIB 3
MOryTHbOO BisaHTincekoto Imnepieto. [JaBHi
Kepesna nogatoTb ABi OKpeMi po3nosigi
npo Te, sk 3406yB ansi cebe 1 onsa cBOro
KHA3IBCTBA | XpeLLeHHS i pyKy AHHW, [OYKU
IMnepaTopa Bacunisa NopdipopogHoro
(«HapoakeHoro B hioneTosin kKamepi»), y
LLno6i.MoBicTb BpemeHHux J1iT kaxe, Lo
nepeg NPono3unuieto pykn n cepust BiH OyB
nigkopus Micto KopcyHb — CbOrogHi ue
ofHe 3 12-0x Micupb Y CBITi, ike nepebyBae
nig HanGINbLUIOK 3arpo30t0 3HNKHEHHS
Yyepes NOCTyN MOAEPHOI TEXHOMOTIT
noegHaHoi 3 6angykHICTIO 40 NPeUiHHOI
ApeBHbOI cnagwmHn. Bonogmmup
NponoHyBaB 4YydoBe (Y TOMy 4aci) MicTo, sik
npuaaHe 3a pyky AHHW i 3rognBecs
PO3INTMCSA 3 PELUTOH CBOIX XIHOK Ta
HanoXHWUb Yy NigrotoBui Ha uewn LWLno6.
Apabcbki mxepena ropopsitb, LO NOro
npono3auuis 6yna 3B’a3aHa 3 JONOMOro
IMnepaTopoBi NiAKOPUTM NPEeTEHAEHTIB Ha
npecron.

Micnsa oro XpeleHHs (3 imeHem
Bacunisi, MabyTb y 4eCTb CBOro TecTs, ane
HaneBHO 1 TOMY, LU0 Le iM’a 03Havae
«iMmnepartop» no-rpeubkomy), Bornognmmp
cTaB iHLWolo nognHoto. BiH ctas abatn Ta
cniByyBaTh yOorum y noro KHa3iBcTBi. BiH
OCHOBYBAB LLKOMM Ta NPUTYNKK ANs BAIB Ta
cupiT. 3BMYaMHO BiH TakoX OyayBaB
Llepken Ta MoHactupi. CBATWIA BO3ABUIHYB
Ha Mmicue, ae 6ynu noctpaxganu Bapsasbki
MyueHunkn (geski pxepena KaxyTb, LWO
BOHO Byno 1 micuem ans igona MNMepyna),
Cobop y yecTb YcneHHsa Boxoi Matepi,
NOCBATUBLUM i i MICTO CBOE i KHA3IBCTBO.
Llen Xpam, HasBaHun «[ecaTnHHuM», OyB
3HULLEHW PagaHCBEKMM pexuMoM a 3apas
€ cynepeyka npo Biadbyaosy noro, 60 x
PYiHM OrO € M LiHHMM MicueM ans
apxeonoris. KaxyTb, wo Cs. Bonogumup
3HIC CMepPTHY Kapy (Le X HeyyBaHe B TOMY
BapBapCbKOMY Yaci), 60 X cTaB BipUTH, LLO
nuwe B bora a He B KOAHIN 3eMHin Bnagi
aBTOpUTET BiAOGUPATK NIOACHKE XUTTS.
[exTo npoTmeuTbLCA, WO Bonognmup He
3aBXAam NOoCnigoBHO BMKOHYBaB CBOI

achieved both Baptism for himself and his
realm and the hand of Anna, the daughter
of Emperor Basil Porphyrogenitos (“born
in the purple chamber”), in marriage.
ThePrimary Chronicle says that he
presaged his marriage proposal with the
capture of the city of Chersonesus (in
Ukrainian, Korsun’) — today one of the 12
sites in the world most endangered by the
advance of modern technology, coupled
with indifference to invaluable ancient
heritage. He offered the magnificent (at
the time) city as a dowry for Anna’s hand
and agreed to put away his other wives
and concubines and to be baptized in
preparation for this Marriage. The Arabic
sources say his proposal was linked to aid
he gave to the Emperor to defeat
pretenders to the throne.

After his Baptism (with the name
Basil, perhaps in honour of his father-in-
law, but also, no doubt, because the name
signifies “emperor” in Greek), Volodymyr
became a different person. He began to
exercise care and compassion for the
poor of his realm. He organized schools,
and refuges for widows and orphans. Of
course he also built Churches and
Monasteries. On the spot where the
Varangian Martyrs had suffered (some
sources say it had also been the site of an
idol of Perun), the Saint erected a
Cathedral in honour of the Dormition of
the Mother of God, consecrating his city
and realm to her. This Church, called the
Church of the Tithes (“Desyatynna”), was
destroyed by the Soviet regime and there
is a controversy over its rebuilding, since
its ruins are also an invaluable
archaeological site. It is said that St.
Volodymyr cancelled the death penalty
(something unheard of in that barbaric
age) since he believed it was up to God
and not human authority to take a
person’s life. Some object, not without
reason, that Volodymyr was not always
consistent in his fulfilment of such
convictions, for he did wage war on the
East Croats and was even preparing to
march against his rebellious son,




nepekoHaHHs1, 60 X BiH BOoBaB 3i CxigHimu
XopBaTtamu i HaBiTb roTyBaBcs OyB iTh
BIICbKOM MPOTK CBOro BYHTIBMMBOroO CUHA,
Apocnaea, nepeq CBOIM YNOKOEHHAM Y
1015 p. y bepectoBi Henoganik Kuea.
Moro noxopoHunu 6ins ocTaHkis noro
APYXUHN, AHHKM, B ecatnHHomy Cobopi.

A € 1 Ti, Wo nepeyaTb Npo cnocid
XpucTtuaHisaudii Ce. Bonognmmpom cBoro
kHsA3iBcTBA. Moro ykas nepen XpeLeHHaM y
[Hinpi HaceneHHa Kuesa, sike LlepkoBHui
KaneHgap cBAaTkye 14-ro cepnH4 3a
rpuropiaHcbkuM kaneHgapem (ue »x 10ro
CepnH4A 3a HriaHCbKNM) rOBOPUTb: «AKLLO
XTO He nige B pivky 3aBTpa, u 6aratui BiH
4n yborum, xxebpak Ym HEBINbHUK, L0
noguHy éyay yesaxkaTu cBoiM Boporom». Lle
SAKOCb AyXXe He Mo-XpPUCTUSHCBKOMY
3BY4YUTb. ICyC HANeBHO He YNOBHOBaXKyBaB
CBoix Y4HiB npymyLlyBaTu nogen
npunmaTtn €eaxrenito? Ta € ue guBHe
CNOBO rpeLbke «aHarkaso» B Mputyi
IcycoBin npo BecinbHuin beHkeT, sk nogae
€aHrenicT Jlyka (oro x €saHrenia 14:23
— a BiH Mir no4vyTwn ii 3 ycT camoi MaTepi
IcycoBoi). BoHO gae 3po3ymiTtu, Wwo
nocnaHui Llaps, sikuii BnawtoBye Becinns
He MaloTb NpUrMaTK BiAMOBHOI BignoBig,i.
BoHu manu 6 HanonaraTtk, Wwo yoori Ta
KpuBi Ha goporax i
npoBynkax MycaTbnpnbytn Ha 6eHkeT (0o
XWTTA pagocTi Ta Mupy B Moro LlapcTsi) —
Ta HaneBHO He aX [0 3aCTOCYBaHHA CUIN.
Onuc npo KuiBcbke XpeLeHHs He 3ragye
Npo >KO4HWI NpuMyc HaceneHHo Kuesa.
HaBnaku BOHO Kaxe — a ue mabyTb
ariorpacivyHe nepebinbLUEHHS — LWO BCi
noan 4oodpoBinbLHO BMKOHaNM KHa3iB Hakas.
[MuTtpononut InapioH (OrieHko) nuwe, LWo
6ynu Bunagku, konu Tpeba 6yno BxusaTtn
NpMMyC ba, Ha Xalb, HaBiTb HacUNNAa 'y
nponaryBaHHi Ta 3axucTi HOBOT — ANA
HaceneHHst — Bipu Bonogapis CTOPOHM.
LlikaBy po3noBigb Npo ue 3HaxoaMmo — no-
YKpaIHCbKOMY — OCb TYT: - Ha CTOpiHKax 94-
96].

A We oauH cnip BigHOCUTLCA A0
IkOH, sikux nuwyTb CB. Bonogumumpa. Yn
mMaB O6u BiH maTn 6opogy 4m nuwe Byca?

Yaroslav, prior to his falling asleep in 1015
in Berestovo near Kyiv. He was interred
beside the remains of his wife, Anna, in
the Church of Tithes.

There are also those who raise
objections as to the manner of St.
Volodymyr’s Christianizing of his realm.
His decree prior to the Baptism in the
Dnipro of the people of Kyiv, which the
Church Calendar celebrates on August 14
on the Gregorian Calendar (which is
August 1 on the Julian), reads: “If anyone
does not go into the river tomorrow, be
they rich or poor, beggar or slave, that
one shall be my enemy." This certainly
sounds most “un-Christian” to our ears.
Surely Jesus did not mandate His
disciples to force people to accept the
Good News? And yet there is that strange
word Greek word “anagkazo” in Jesus’
Parable of the Wedding Feast as
recounted by the Evangelist Luke (his
Gospel 14:23 - he may have heard it from
the lips of Jesus’ Mother herself). It
implies that the emissaries of the King
making the Feast are not to take “No” for
an answer. They are to insist that the poor
and the lame on the highways and the
byways must come to the Feast (life in His
Kingdom of joy and peace) — but most
likely not to the point of violence. The
account of the Kyivan Baptism does not,
in fact, mention any coercion of the
populace. In fact it - no doubt a
hagiographical exaggeration - says that all
the people willingly fulfilled the command
of the Kniaz'. [Metropolitan llarion
(Ohienko) of blessed memory writes that
there were times when it was necessary
to use coercion and, alas, even violence
in the promotion and defence of the new —
for the populace — Faith of the rulers of
the land. A fascinating story about this is
recounted — in Ukrainian —click here — on
pp. 94-96.

Another objection relates to what
sort of Ilcons ought to written of St.
Volodymyr. Ought he to have a beard, or
simply a mustache? On our website we



http://docs.google.com/viewer?url=http://www.ukrcenter.com/!FilesRepository/Literature/_Upload3//d8740a20-aeed-4d64-8ddf-3ab03bdedb92.pdf
http://docs.google.com/viewer?url=http://www.ukrcenter.com/!FilesRepository/Literature/_Upload3//d8740a20-aeed-4d64-8ddf-3ab03bdedb92.pdf

Mwu Ha cBoemy canTi nybnikyemo 3pasku
0box ctuniB Takux IkoH: ogHa 3 6opogoto,
sKka 34aeTbCs AyxKe Bigoma 6aratbom
yKpaiHusiM inians, B gpyra (3 Bycamm) —
penpoaykuisa 3 lkoHocTacy YkpaiHCbKOT
MpasocnasHoi Kategpu Ce. Bonogumupa B
TopoHTO. ApryMeHT Ha4yebTo nonsrae B
TOMy, WO IkoHa 3 60poaot — CUMBO
«Bnagimipa, Xpectutena Pocii»
[«PocigHn» un «Mockani»” (cnoso, akum
OEXTO NPUHU3NMBO KOPUCTAETLCA) — Oynu
Bigomi, go pedopmie Llaps MeTtpa |, cBoiMK
AoBrumu 6opogamu — gani nonynsipHi B
aesiknx CesiweHukie], a IkoHa 3 Bycamu
npeactaesngae «Bonogumupa, Xpecturens
KuiBcbkoi Pyci» um npocTiwe «YKpaiHn».
IkoHa mae ByTn gisn4HO noaidHow Ao
CBsaTOi 0c00U, SIK BiH YM BOHa BUrnaganv B
yaci IXHbOT 3eMHOT MaHapiBKK, 60 X BOHA
NoeaHYE 3EMHE XUTTSA 3 HeGEeCHUM.
AprymeHTV MOXHa nokasaTu LWoao
MMOBIPHOCTI 060X Lux 306paxeHb. Mu i
nogaemo oobunasa.

LLle oaunH cnip BigHOCUTBLCA 0
nowanun ao Ce. Bonogmumupa. BiH
3BUYaNHO Ayxe nonynapHum sk «Cs.
Bnagimip» nomixx pociaHamun. A Takox
nomix Ginopycamu, pyMyHamu, nonsikamu,
crnoBiHUAMK i T. A. | noMiX KaTonMkamm n
npaBocnaBHUMU. KOXeEH 3 HUX MOXe
yBaxkaTu, LLO BiH Bigirpas BaXnvBuin porib B
iCTOpIT IXHBOIO Hapoay Ta KpaiHu — Ta
cnoBigaHHAa — 60 X noro Tpyau ans
XpUCTOBOro €BaHresis He MOXe — 4K
pajlle He NOBMHHA — yBaXkaTu XogHa 3 LMX
rpyn 3a BUKMOYHO CBOIMM (XOY yKpaiHLi
AiNcHO MatoTb npioputeT, 60 X KniB —
cnasa bory — 3HOBY cTONMUA CyBepeHHOI
YkpaiHcbkoi [lepxasu). CB. InapioH
KuiBcbkui, nepwinn Mutpononut
KHa3iBCTBa, WO OyB ypomKeHUeM KpaiHu i
BCTAHOBMEHUIN 3@ HamaraHHamu Ca.
Apocnasa Mygporo, Buronocms «loxsany»
B Moro Yyectb gecb Mix pp. 1037 i 1051, aka
SICHO BKa3ye Ha Te, LWo Bxe Togi CB..
Bonoaumupa Kniscbkoro waHysanu.

Ak poTenep BigoOMO nuwwe ogHa
yacTka Cesatux Mowen Ce. Bonogummpa
BWXXWIIA PYVHIBHI npouecy ictopil. A mas

reproduce both such Icons: one (with a
beard) which seems to be most familiar to
many Ukrainians, and another (with the
mustache) from the Ikonostas of the St.
Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral
in Toronto. The argument seems to be
that the Icon with the beard promotes the
symbol of “Vladimir, the Baptizer of
Russia” ["Russians” or “Moskali” (a
pejorative expression used by some) —
were known, until the reforms of Tsar
Petro I, for their flowing beards — still
popular among many Clergy], while the
Icon with the mustache depicts
“Volodymyr, the Baptizer of Kyivan Rus”
or more simply “Ukraine”. An Icon must
bear a recognizable physical resemblance
to the Saint as he or she appeared during
their earthly sojourn, since it unites the
earthly life with the heavenly. Arguments
may be made as to the likelihood of both
these depictions. We offer both.

Another objection relates to the
veneration of St. Volodymyr. He is
certainly popular, as “St. Vladimir’, among
Russians. Also among Belarusians,
Rumanians, Polish, Slovenians, etc. And
among Catholics as well as Orthodox. All
may claim him as having played a special
part in the history of their people and
nation — and confession - for his work on
behalf of the Gospel of Christ, can not —
or, better, ought not to - be exclusively
claimed by any of these groups (although
Ukrainians certainly have a priority, since
Kyiv is once more, thank God, the capital
city of a sovereign Ukrainian state). St.
llarion of Kyiv, the first native Metropolitan
of the realm installed at the insistence of
St. Yaroslav the Wise, delivered a
“Pokhvala” (panegyric) in his honour
sometime between 1037 and 1051, which
clearly indicates that at time St.
Volodymyr of Kyiv was already being
venerated.

It seems that only a single Holy Relic
of St. Volodymyr has survived the ravages
of history. | had the opportunity to
venerate this Relic during a visit to the




MOXXIMBICTb BKITOHUTUCS 1A B Yaci i
nepebyBaHHs B PymyHcbkin Llepksi
BnarosiweHHa B MoHpeani B 3umi 2011 p.
OpraHizaTopu CMMbHO YCMILIHOMO PiYHOro
YkpaiHcbkoro ®ectumeanto B MoHpeani, Lwo
CBATKYE CYyBEPEHHICTb YKpaiHU, NPUAHANN
Cs. Bonoanmupa ceoim NokpoButenem.
MogidHo 3pobuna noniuis EgMoHTOHY nicnst
TOro, ik BOHW LLIBMAKO BigHaWLLIN
Buwle3ragaHmn Koeyer 3 yacTtkoto Moulen
Ce4aToro, konu 1oro Bukpanu 3 pesugeHuii
0. Apximangputa Onekcarngpa ([JeHuca
lMira4a) nigyac IXHBOro HaBig4aHHSA TOro
micta. Ce. Bonogmnmunp — MNokpoButenb
Oaratbox gy, 60 X noro iM’a i Hagani
ayxe nonynspHe [3okpema B BMAi TOrO
iMeHi, sike BiH NpunHAB Npu CB. XpeLLeHHi,
TOOTO «Bacunin» yn «Bacunb», a To i B
XKIHOYOMY BMAi LbOro iMmeHi: «BacunmHa»
(ue x iM’ss Mo€i NOBOBT HancTapLol
cectpuykmn)]. Mn mornn 6 y cBoin ysiBi
NOYyTK NOTO rosoc, sik BiH MOMMBCS 3
Haroam nocesaveHHs [ecsatuHHoro Cobopy
Tak aasHo Tomy: «lMornsHb 3 Hebec,
Mocnoam Boxe, i nobay i HaBigan
BuHorpagHuk Csiin, sikoro nocaguna
npasuud TBo4...» AMiHb.

Rumanian Church of the Annunciation in
Montreal in the winter of 2011. The
organizers of the highly successful annual
Ukrainian Festival held in Montreal to
celebrate the sovereignty of Ukraine, have
chosen St. Volodymyr as their Patron. So
did the Edmonton police force after they
rapidly recovered the above Reliquary
when it was stolen from the residence of
Archimandrite Alexander (Dennis Pihach)
during their visit there. St. Volodymyr is
the Heavenly Patron of many souls, since
his name continues to be very popular
[especially in the form of the name with
which he was baptized — Basil, in
Ukrainian “Vasyl” and even in the
feminine version of this name, i. e.
“Vasylyna” (the name of my own dear
eldest sister)] . We may, in our
imagination, hear his voice as he prayed
at the consecration of the Cathedral of the
Tithes so long ago: “O Lord God, look
down from Heaven and behold, and visit
Your vineyard, which Your right hand has
planted...” Amen.
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