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THE BELIEF OF THOMES

LA D A D g
e

«O 6s1a)>keHHnIT cyMHiB ToMu, aKni
npmBiB cepys BIpHNX A0 Mi3HaHHSA ...»

«4 nobnto nutatn CBALEHUKIB Y4 BOHU
BipsTb y bora.» Tak HegaBHO
po3rno4yanacst po3mMoBa HeaBHO MixX
CBSILLEHMKOM i OO APYroM, siKui
npoBiayBaB MoOro 3-nosa Micra, Ha obiai,
KO0 BOHW 3apsaannu, Wwob nopo3MoBnaTH
pano pobpy Harody Ha BiAKPUTY AUCKYCIitO
WoA0 CniBBiAHOLWEHHS MiX BipoOto i
CYMHIBOM.

Moais, AKy MW CBATKYEMO B CbOMOAHILLHIO
Hepino Knpae CBiTNO Ha L0 cnpasy.
Tpeba Ham npuragatu, wo Anocton Toma
6yB BipHOlO NtoaMHOK. Toai Konu iHLWi
YueHunkun noborBannca Nitn nobaumtu
Heay>oro Jlazaps, TOMy WO BiH MeLwKaBs
Hepnaneko €EpycanumMmy, ae, sk BOHM gobpe
3Hanun, xutrtd Icyca 6yno nig 3arposoto,

"0 excellent unbelief of Thomas,
which led the hearts of the faithful
to knowledge...”

"I like to ask priests whether or not they
believe in God.” So began an interesting
conversation recently between a pastor
and his friend visiting from out of town
at a lunch meeting they had arranged to
catch up on what had been going on
their lives. This provided a welcome
opportunity for an honest discussion
about the relationship between faith and
doubt.

The event we celebrate on today’s
Sunday sheds light on this matter. The
Apostle Thomas, we should remember,
was a man of loyalty. When the other
disciples were afraid to go to see the
sick Lazarus because he lived so close to
Jerusalem where they knew Jesus’ life
was in danger, it was Thomas who said:
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ue Toma ckasaB: «XoaiMo 1 MU, Wo6
nomeptn 3 Hum» (IBaHa 11:16). AnBHUM €
Te, Wwo BucniB ToMmmn «He nosipio» Takuni
BiAOMUMN, LLLO MOro HEPiIAKO Ha3MBatloTb
«HeBipHUM ToMO», ToAi KON NOro
BUCMIB: «X04iMo 1 Mun, Wwob nomepTtn 3
Hum», akmuin maB 6u 3006yTK ANS HLOrO
Ha3BYy «BipHMI ToMa», NepeBaxHoO
3abyBa€TbcA.

Toma nwobus Nocnoaa. Lle noro ntob6os
CnoHyKana 1horo BiAMOBY nigaasaTucs
caMmoobMaHOoBI Npo Te, WO NOro
yAro6aeHnn YunTtenb XXNBnm Toai Konun BiH
HacnpaBAi — MepTBUIA i BiH BXe He
no6aunTtb Moro ax Ha BockpeciHHI0. Mu
TAKOX MOBWHHI NpuragaTtu Te, WO Bipa B
BOCKpeCiHHSA 6y/sia OCHOBHOIO CrpaBoto,
sKa BigpisHioBana dapuceis, GKNX gyxe
rnoBa)anu B TUX AHSAX, Bi4 caAyKeis, fAKi
Masin BfagHi ctaHoBuwa. ToMa nodinss
CMYTOK BCi€l rpoMaaun XpUCTOBOI Mpo Ti
noaii Benukoi MN’'aTHuLi i HaNeBHO 3i
CMYTKOM MPUMUPUBCS 3 TUM, LLO BXE He
nobauntb Icyca ax 40 TOro 3aBepLUeHHS
yacy, konm 6yae BOCKpeciHHSA BCix. BiH
MabyTb i BiguyBaB po34yapyBaHHS caMuUM
cobo1o, WO ToAi KOMWM NpUKLLIa Ta Ba)kka
KpUTUYHa XBUNMHA apewTy Icyca, TO BiH
pasoM 3 iHWUMKU YUeHUKaMn NOKNHYB
ynobneHoro Yuntens. BiH supiwms, wo
BiH He gacTbca obMaHyTun, Wwo Mocnoab
nepeMir cMepTb, Xo4 5K 61 Ta AyMKa He
3acrnokotoBana noro, xiba Wo Tak BOHO
AincHo 6yno.

LlepkBa He 06BMHYBauYy€E Oro, a HaBnaku
B CTUXuUpi Ha BedipHi, Ky Cny>XuMo nepes
uieto Hepineto Ha3mMBaEe NMOro CyMHiB
«bnaxxeHHMM», 60 X BiH «NpuMBIB cepus
BipHMX 40 Mi3HaHHA». Bo X TO uel CyMHiB
CNOHYKaB Halworo fackasoro rocnoga
Aatv Tomi Ton aokas CBOEi nepeMorn Haa
cMepTio CBOEK X Taku CMepTIo, KU
BUK/IMKAB BU3HaHHA Tomu, wo Icyc -
Focnoab i bor (IBaHa 20:28). A Icyc Toai
BM3HaB TOMY — BipHMM, AoAaBLUU
«bna)eHHi Ti, wWo He nobaumnu, a
BBipyBann» (20:29).

YnwobneHi 6patn i cectpm, M1 TaKox
6opemMocs 3 BUMOraMm XuTTs Ta 3

“Let us also go to die with Him” (John
11:16). It is a curious thing that
Thomas' "I will not believe” is so well-
known that he is commonly called
“doubting Thomas” while his “Let us also
go to die with Him”, which ought to get
him the title “faithful Thomas”, is usually
ignored.

Thomas loved His Lord. It was because
of his love for Him that he did not want
to give way to self-deception, to
consider His beloved Master to be alive
whereas He was in fact dead and lost to
him, at least until the final Resurrection.
We must recall that belief in the final
Resurrection was the very thing that
distinguished the Pharisees, who were
held in great esteem in those days, from
the Sadducees who held positions of
power. Thomas shared everyone’s grief
about what had happened on Good
Friday, and was probably sadly resigned
to not seeing Jesus again until that last
day at the consummation of time. He
was probably disappointed in himself,
that when the hour of crisis had come,
he had, like the other disciples,
abandoned the beloved Master. He was
certainly not going to let himself be
fooled into thinking that the Lord had
overcome death, comforting though the
thought might be, unless that were truly
shown to be the case.

So far from blaming Him the Church, in
a Sticheron of the Vespers celebrated on
the eve of this Sunday, calls his doubt
an “excellent unbelief, which led the
hearts of the faithful to knowledge”. For
it was this doubt that moved our
gracious Lord to provide Thomas and us
with evidence of his victory over death
by His death, which moved Thomas to
his confession that Jesus is Lord and
God (John 20:28). And Jesus proclaims
Thomas to be a believer, adding
“Blessed are they that have not seen,
and yet have believed” (20:29).

Beloved brothers and sisters, we too, as
those struggling to deal with the




HabnmxeHHSAM cMepTi, AKka 3abmpae Hawunx
yntobneHnx ogHe 3a OAHMM, | 3HAaeEMO, WO
MOCAra€ i Ha Hac. My TakoX CTapaeMocs
haTun pajay 3 CyMHiBaMu, Npo fki 3anuTt
TOro Apyra CBsLWEHMKA HanpollyBaBs
pO3MOBY. Mu He MOBUHHI 6oaTucs uiel
TeMn. M He NOBUHHI 60ATUCA 3yCTpidaTK
CBOI CyMHiBU. CyMHiBM 6yayTb — Xou 61 i1
He BUC/IOBNEHI — aX A0 XBUJIMHU, KON MU
MOBHICTIO AiAeEMO A0 TOrFO AOCBiAY, AKOro
MaB ToMa, KOJIM OCTaTOYHO KOHKPETHO
3ycTpiHeMo Toro, Akuin nepemir cMepTHo
CcMepTb.

[o Toro yacy Hexal uen gocsig Tomm
CNYXWUTb HaM, sIK AoKa3 Ans Tiel BipU, Ky
BiH i MM pa3oM 3 HUM BU3HaeMO: Icyc -
icTuHHMI Focnoab i Bor. BiH nepeTBopuB
CMepTb Ha XUTT4. BiH BUKOHaB ue Ansa Hac
yCiX. Mn He noMmpaemo - Hawi ynwbneHi
He NoOMUpPaKTb. JIMWAETLCS HaM
CBATKYBATW, BU3HaBaTW M BUABASATK Ty
nepemory nposisnsoun Moro xuTTsa y Hac,
OOKM MU B LbOMY CBITi. A Le 03Hau4ae, Wo
MU MOXEMO AIIMTUCSA PO3MOBOK NPO HaLli
CYMHIiBU, ane MU 3aBXAU NOBUHHI
BM3HaBaTW I NPOronowWwyBaTn CBOK BipY i
CBOE XUTTHA 6yayBaTn came Ha Hill a He Ha
CYMHiBax.

MNocnoawn, Tn Wo nepeTsopmuB CYMHIBU
Tomun Ha Bipy, 9K | NepeTBOpMB CMepPTb Ha
XXUTTH, NepeTBOPION | HAc 3 AHA Ha AEHb i3
TUX, SIKi NepeMoXeHi CYMHiBaMn Ta
3HEBIpPO Ha NEPEMOXHUX, WO BU3HAKOTb
TBoOO iCTUHY 1 XKnTTa y cnosi Ta aini
Ternep i HaBikU. AMiHb.

challenges of life, with the approach of
death which one by one claims our loved
ones, and, we know, also reaches for us,
deal with the issues of belief and doubt,
about which the pastor’s friend had
invited a discussion. We must not be
afraid to visit this topic. We must not be
afraid to confront our doubt. Doubt will
remain, at least in potential, up to the
very time when we fully experience, as
did Thomas, the ultimate evidence of
the concrete meeting of the One who
has overcome death.

Until that time, let this experience of
Thomas' serve as a confirmation of the
faith he and we along with him profess
and confess: Jesus is truly Lord and
God. He has transformed death into life.
He has done it for us all. We do not die
- our loved ones do not die. Jesus has
won the victory for us. It remains for us
to celebrate, confess and show that
victory by manifesting His life in us as
long as we are in this world. And that
means that we may share our doubts,
but we must always confess and
proclaim our faith and build our lives
upon it and not upon our doubts

Lord, You Who transformed Thomas’
doubt into faith, even as You
transformed death into life, transform us
from day to day from those defeated by
doubt and unbelief into the victorious
proclaimers of Your truth and life in
word and deed, now and always. Amen.




