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«Big gaBHix gHiB, Big camoro noyarky,
NUTaHHA CTOCOBHO LlepkBu
BUSACHIOKOTbCA B LlepkBax, a He B
imnepaTopcbkux nanauax» (CB.
EminisiH, 3a uutaToro B npumiTui go
noro JKummisi B BU4aHHIO Ha
pocincbekin moBi 1911 p. XKummis
Cessmux, Ha nigcTaBi Yemi-Minei CB.
OnmuTpia PocToBCbKOro)

Ha 21-ro cepnH4 3a
rpuropiaHcbkuM kaneHgapem (ue — 8-ro
CeprHs 3a HAiaHCbKNUM) MU CBATKYEMO
nam'ate Bnagunku, wo nigTpumyBas i
3axuuwaBs nowaHy Ao IkoH Llepksoto
nepep ikoHobopuem imnepaTtopoM JleBOM
V BipMeHUHOM. Lle — CB. EMinigH,
€nunckon KisnybKuMm.

MoMy fopyuvB Le 3aBAaHHS,

“From ancient days, from the very
beginning questions relating to the
Church are resolved in Churches and
not in emperor’s palaces” (St. Emilian as
guoted in a footnote to his vitain the
1911 Russian edition of The Lives of the
Saints based upon St. Demetrius’ of
Rostov Cheti-Mineyi)

On August 21 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is August 8 on the Julian)
we celebrate the memory of a Bishop who
upheld and defended the Church’s
veneration of Icons before the iconoclast
(“icon-smashing”) emperor Leo V the
Armenian. It is St. Emilian, Bishop of
Cyazicus.

He had been given this task, along
with other Bishops, by St. Nicephorus, the
Patriarch of Constantinople (806-815).
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pasoM 3 iHWuMK €Enuckonamu, C..
Hukndop, MNaTtpiapx
KoHcTtaHTuHononbcbkmii (806-815). Cam
Hukudop 6yB npeacTtaBHUKOM
IMnepaTpuui IpeHn Ha CboMOMYy
BceneHcbkomy Cobopi, aknii 3acigaB y M.
Hikei (cborogHi ue I3Hik y TypeyuunHi) B
787 p., i NpoOrosiocuB iCTUHY, WO
NMCaHHA 1 nowaHa Ao IKkoH — HeobxigHe
CBiAYEeHHS NMpo AiNCHICTb BoroBTineHHs —
wo Icyc ictuHHu Bor Ta icTuHHa
JloanHa.

Konu ctano scHUM, wo HOBUI
imnepaTtop (813-820), JleB BipMeHuH,
MaB YBECTM HOBUM nepioa ikoHo6opcTBa,
MaTtpiapx Hnkndop nokinkas oCBiYEHUX
€nnckoniB i MOHaxiB 3yCTPiTUCS 3 HUM,
wob no 3Mo3i BigpaaAnTM MOro Big LbOro.
CB. EMinisH 6yB 0AHUM 3-NOMiX HUX. BiH
BigBaXxHO 3asiBMB J1eBOBi (siKk NogaHo B
NPUMITUI 40 NOro Xn T T B BMAAHHIO HA
pocincbkih MOBi 1911 p. XutT1i a9 GB
Ha niactasi Y e ¥Mi H €B. AnMunTpisn
PocTOBCbKOr0): «AKLWO Le nuTaHs,
iMnepaTope, BigHOCMTLCA A0 LlepkBu, sk
BW CaMi CKasanu, TO Hexal BOHO
po3rngafacTbed y LlepkBi, K BennTb
nepenaHHs. Big gaBHix gHiB, Big camoro
no4vaTKy, MUTAHHSA CTOCOBHO LlepkBu
BUSICHIOIOTbCA B LlepkBax, a He B
iMnepaTopcbknx nanauax”.

Ha xanb uMMano epecen Ta
npobnem y Llepksi Manu cBin No4yaTok Ta
nornubntoBanmcs Yepes HamMmaraHHs
iMnepaTopiB, LUapiB Ta iHWWX CBITCbKUX
NPoOBIAHMKIB Ta BfacTen HakKMAaTW i
CBOi 0COBUCTIi NepeKoHaHHS ba
BUKOPWUCTOBYBATK ii AN BacHUX uinen.
Lli HamaraHHsa 3aBX4uM OCTaTO4YHO
nposasoBaanCca — Ta HaBiTb NPUBOANIIN
[0 YiTKilWOro BUACHEHHS iCTUH Bipu.
BoHKM TakoX cnpuynHIOBaIN BEJTUKI
TepniHHS HociaM Ta 060poHLAM
npasocnas’s.

Tak 6yno 3i Ce. ANMUTpPIEM
PoCcTOBCbKUM, SIKUI TepniB
CYyNpOTUB/IAIYNCE «Le3aponanicTCbKum»
pedopmam MockoBcbkoro Lapsa (1682-
1725), NeTtpa I, aki niakopsnu LlepkBy

Nicephorus himself had been a
representative of Empress Irene at the
Seventh Ecumenical Council, which met in
Nicea (present-day Iznik in Turkey) in 787,
and proclaimed the writing and veneration
of Icons to be an essential evidence of the
reality of the Incarnation — that Jesus is
both God and Man.

When it became apparent that the
new emperor (813-820), Leo the Armenian,
was about to launch a new period of
iconoclasm, Patriarch Nicephorus
summoned learned Bishops and Monks to
meet with him to seek to dissuade him from
this tack. St. Emilian was one of these. He
boldly declared to Leo (as related in a
footnote to his vita in the 1911 Russian
edition of The Lives of the Saints based
upon St. Demetrius’ of Rostov Cheti-
Mineyi): “Since this question, o Emperor,
relates to the Church, as you have said
yourself, then let it be resolved in the
Church according to tradition. From ancient
days, from the very beginning questions
relating to the Church are resolved in
Churches and not in emperor’s palaces”.

Alas a good many of the heresies
and troubles in the Church have originated
and been exacerbated by the attempts of
emperors, tsars and other secular leaders
and powers to force their personal
convictions upon her and to use her for
their own ends. These attempts have
ultimately failed — and even led to a clearer
elucidation of the truth of the Faith. They
have also caused great suffering to the
bearers and defenders of orthodoxy.

So it was with St. Demetrius of
Rostov who suffered opposing the
“caesaropapist” reforms of Moscow Tsar
(1682-1725), Peter I, which subordinated
the Church to his secular authority. So it
was with a successor to the See of Rostov,
St. Arsenius Matsiyevych, who discovered
Demetrius’ uncorrupt Relics in 1752, and
began the process of his canonization. St.
Arsenius’ mission was to oppose Russian
Empress (1762-1796), Catherine 11, in her
confiscation of Monasteries. For his bold




Moro cBiTCbKili Bnaai. Tak 6yno i 3
HacCTyNMHUKOM Ha PocToBcbkui lMpecrton,
CB. ApceHieM MauiesunyemM, sikuii 6yB
BiAKPpWB HETNiHHI Mowi OnMmunTpia B 1752
p., i po3noyaB Npouec Moro KaHoHi3auii.
Micis CB. ApceHisa 6yna cynpoTneaaTbCs
Pocincbkinn IMnepaTtpuui (1762-1796),
KaTtepuHi II, aka Biabupana Big Llepkeu
MoHacTupi. l7loro, 3a Haka3oM KaTtepuHu,
apewTyBanu, no3baBunun caHy i
3aMypyBaJim B ManeHbKin Kenii, B SKi BiH
i moMep 3 rosioay Ta xosoay nicnsa 4-ox
pokiB TopTyp. Mloro npocnaBsuna B xopi
CBATUX YKpaiHcbKka [paBocnaBHa
LlepkBa (MockoBcbkoro MatpiapxaTy)
2000 p. a YkpaiHcbka lNpaBocnaBHa
LlepkBa (KniBcbkoro MaTpiapxaTty) 2004

p..

CB. EMinisHa TakoX TSAXKO
rnokapanu 3a 1roro 6e3cTpallHi 3asBu
iMnepaTopy. Woro nosbasunu MpecTony i
3acnasu a TakoXx nigaanu pisHuM
NPUHUXEHHSAM ax A0 MOro YNoKOEHHS B
820 p., y ToMy X poui, konn IMmnepaTtopa
NeBa ybumB MOro KONMULWHIK A0OBipeHWi
reHepan i gpyr no 36poi, Muxain
Amopieub, y Cobopi Cs. Codii B
KoHcTtaHTuHONoNi (3apa3 ue Ictanbyn).
AwvBHe cniBnajiHHA TyT: YnMano
MaTepisany Ha 6yaoBy Li€i HaA3BMYANHO
yynosoi CBATUHI PUMCbknM IMnepaTopoMm
(527-565), OcTuHiaHOM, sikpa3 NpurLWIo
3 NMWHKUX NaMm’aTHKKIB 3 MicTa Kisnka, B
AKOMY MicTuBcs Npecton EMiniaHa.

Lle micTo 6yno Konmcb ogHUM 3
HaMcnaBHIWMM Yy CBITi. Y HboMy 6yB Xpam
nocesiueHnin Pumcbkomy IMnepatopy
AapisHosi, skoro oronocunun 6orom (ue
BiH BiabyayBas €EpycanunM i Ha3BaB oOro
CBOiM iMeHeM, i 4aB HOBY Ha3BY PUMCbKIl
npoBiHuii I0aei - Nanectuna). Moro
CTOBMNM — Yy BUCO4YMHI 70 cTin — 6ynu
HamBULW MMM B CBITi. PyiHK MicTa BMAHI 0
CbOrofHi — Xo4 MicTo 30BCiM 6e3ntogHe -
B apXeosIoriyHoMy Micui, 3axXmLeHoMy
TypeubkuM MiHicTepcTBOM KynbTypy,
AKOro Hasea - ban-Ki3. Cnasa 1ioro Bxe
byna cnpaBok MMHYNOrO LWe 3a AHIB
EmMinigaHa, xoud i 4O HUHI € MuTpononuT
Ki3anubKui, WO NpOXMBAE B MOPTOBOMY

protests and denunciations, by Catherine’s
orders, he was arrested, defrocked, laicized
and walled up in a tiny cell in which he died
of hunger and cold after 4 years of torture.
He was canonized by the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate) in
2000 and by the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church (Kyivan Patriarchate) in 2004.

St. Emilian, too, was severely
punished for his temerity before the
Emperor. He was deposed and exiled and
subjected to many indignities right up to his
repose in the year 820, the same year that
Emperor Leo was assassinated by his
formerly trusted general and comrade-in-
arms, Michael the Amorian, in the Hagia
Sophia Cathedral in Constantinople (now
Istanbul). By a strange coincidence, much
of the material for the building of this most
magnificent temple by Roman Emperor
(527-565), Justinian, had come from the
ruins of the magnificent monuments of the
city of Cyzicus, which was Emilian’s See.

This city had once been one of the
greatest cities in the world. It had had a
temple dedicated to deified Roman
Emperor Hadrian (who rebuilt Jerusalem
and named it after himself, re-naming the
Roman province of Judea — “Palestine”),
whose columns - at 70 feet high — were the
highest in the world. The ruins of the city
are still visible - although the city itself is
completely deserted — in the archeological
site, protected by Turkey’s Ministry of
Culture, known as Bal-Kiz. Its glory was
already past in Emilian’s day, although
there is even today a Metropolitan of
Cyzicus residing in the port town of Erdek
on the western shore of the Marmora Sea
on the peninsula of Kapu-Dagh (which may
once have been an island) in the northwest
region of Turkey called Anatolia.

The wise course of rendering “unto
Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and
unto God the things that are God's”
(Matthew 22:21) has become a key
attribute of pluralistic democracy. May we,
too, wisely pursue this course as we are
exhorted by St. Emilian, the Confessor of




micTi Epaek Ha 3axigHomy 6epesi
Mapmopcbkoro Mopst Ha NiBOCTpPOBI
Kany-[ar (aknii Konncb Moxe 6yB
OCTPOBOM) Yy MiBHIYHO-3axiAHI YacTUHI
Type4dunHu, AHaTonii..

PosyMHa Tpaauuiga BigaasaTtu
«KecapeBe Kecapesi, a borosi boxe»
(MaTBia 22:21) cTana oaHi€w0 3
KJIIOYOBMX BfIaCTUBOCTEN
natopanicCTMYHoOI AeMokparTii. 3axoBynmo
M MU LU0 Myapy NPaKTUKY, K Hac
3aknunkae Ce. EMiniaH CnosigHunk

Ki3nubKnn, SKOro naMm'atb Mn CBATKYEMO.

Cyzicus, whose memory we celebrate.




