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CB. PiBHoanocrosibHa HiHa,
Mpocseitnrens IFpysii

St. Nina, Equal-to-the-
Apostles, Enlighter of
Georgia

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«TFocnoam, 3iham CBoe Munocepan Ha
uen Hapig.»

Ha 27-ro ciyHsa (ue - 14-ro ciyH4 3a
IONTiaHCbKMM KaneHAapeM) MU CBATKYEMO
nam'aTb Haa3BMYaAMHOI XiHkK, CB. HiHn,
aKy LlepkBa HasuBae
«PiBHOANOCTONBHOW», TOMY WO Yepes ii
CNyXiHHA KpaiHa ['py3ia cTana oAHi€lo 3
Hannepwmnx XpUCTUSHCbKUX AEpXKaB.

HiHa 6yna poanuykoto Cs. tOpis i
Hapoawunacsa B Kanagokii — cborogHi ue
yactuHa Typeuumnnu. Ii 6aTbko -
PUMCbKUI reHepan 3aByJsIOH @ MaTH,
Apy>xunHa oro, CocaHa. Konun BoHU
HaBepHYynCb A0 Bipn XpnCToBOi iXHE
XUTTA ApaMaTUYHO NepeMiHnNoChb. BoHun
npoaanu CBOI B/ACHOCTI i NepeHecncb y
Epycanunm. 3aBYyNOH Big4yB, WO BiH
NOBMHEH B3ATU Ha cebe noaBur
yepHeuTBa a ApYXUHY roro, Cocany, ii

“O Lord, send down Thy mercy upon
this nation.”

On January 27 (which is January 14 on
the Julian Calendar), we celebrate the
memory of a remarkable woman, St.
Nina, whom the Church calls
“Isapostolos” which means “Equal to the
Apostles”. It was by her ministry that
the nation of Georgia became one of the
first Christian nations.

Nina (also called Nino) was a relative of
St. George and was born in Cappadocia
(today a part of Turkey). Her father was
the Roman general, Zabulon, and her
mother, his wife, Sosana. Their
acceptance of the faith of Christ brought
a dramatic change to their lives. They
sold their possessions and moved to
Jerusalem. Zabulon felt that he must
take up the labours of a Monk, and his
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aaabko, Matpiapx EpycannMcbKuii
OBeHanin, NocBATMB B CaH AUAKOHICH i
OOpyuYmB i gornsg Hag ybormmm Ta
HeayXUMu.,

Hiny Bigaanu B oniky no6oHOoi
CTapeHbKoi XiHkn, Capun. BoHa Buxosana
ii y Bipi i po3kasana it npo kpaiHy pysito,
Ky 3a 4Yacu Pumcbkol iMnepii HasuBanu
I6epi€to, a No-rpy3anHCbKOMY
«CakapTBeno», Ta B sKiit 6yB NOXoBaHMUM
XpuctoBuii XiToH B 06iiMax XiHKK, WO
Hasmeanaca CnaoHisa, nig nepesoM
KUNapucom.

MepenaHHs Kaxe, Wo Koan AnocTtonm
BUpiWYyBanmn, XTo Kyam maB bu nitn
nponosiayesatu €eaHrenito, To Matu
IcycoBa, Mapisi, Bubpana 6yna uto Kpainy,
ane bor 06’aBuB i, WO Ha pasi He
NOBMHHA BOHa TyaAun NTK, 60 3a AesKui
yac npunae XTocCb iHWKWRA, Wo nige Tyam Ha
Lo nMpauto 3a ii 6narocioBeHHaM i nig i
npueoaoM. I Tak, uepes aekinbka CToniTb,
MosnoaeHbka HiHa Mana BUAIHHS
Boropoauui, sika nobnarocnosuna ii nitn B
py3ito Ha nponosigb i gana in Xpect
CNAETEHUN 3 TiNOK BUHOrpaanHUN, KU
MoOTiM i CTaB CMMBOJIOM [PY3UHCLKOIo
XpUCTUAHCTBA.

3i cTpaxoM i TpeneToMm, ane 3 TBepaor
Bipoto B N'ocnoaa, HiHa 3p006yna
6narocnoseHHs cBOro asabka, MNatpiapxa,
i pywuna B 'py3ito B cynpoBoAi iHLWOi
Mo1040i XiHkK 3 Pumy, Cs. Pincimii, 3
OeSKUMKU cnyraMn. A3nYHULBbKUN
iMmnepaTtop, [iokneTisH, SK1iA MaB NyCTUTKU
B PyX OAHE 3 HancyBopilwunx
nepecnigyBaHb XpUCTUSH, Bia4yB rinnboke
npueabneHHs Ao Kpacueoi Pincimii i xoTiB
OApYXUTUCA 3 Heto. BoHa BiaMoBMNa
MoMy, 3p0o3yMiBLUK, WO [ocnoab NOKANKaB
ii 6yTM pa3omM y Micii 3 HiHoto. [liokneTisaH
[aB 3HaTu Koponesi BipMeHii, TipigaTy,
Npo NoAOpOXHiX. Llen koponb Tex,
nobaymBLLN KpacnBy MOSIOAEHBKY
XpUCTUAHKY, ctapascs 3406yt ii Ak cBoto
ApYy>XnHy. Konn BoHa 11 ioMy BiaAMOBMAA
BiH AYyXe po3cepAnBCs i XXOPCTOKO
3aMyuJumB ii Ta il cnyr.

wife, Sosana, was ordained a deaconess
by her brother, Juvenal, the Patriarch of
Jerusalem, who asked her to take up
ministry to the poor and infirm.

Nina was left to the care of a pious old
woman, Sara, who raised her in the
Faith and told her about the land of
Georgia, called Iberia in Roman times,
and in Georgian “Sakartvelo”, where the
Robe of Christ was buried in the
embrace of a woman named Sidonia
under a cypress tree.

Tradition says that when the Apostles
were deciding who was to go to which
nation to preach the Gospel that Jesus’
Mother, Mary, herself had chosen this
land, but had been divinely directed to
put this off, for another was coming
some time hence who would do this
work under her guidance and blessing.
And so several centuries later the young
Nina had a vision of the Theotokos who
blessed her to go Georgia and gave her
a cross made of grapevines, which later
became the symbol of Georgian
Christianity.

With fear and trembling, but with firm
faith in the Lord, Nina, upon receiving
the blessing of her uncle, the Patriarch,
set off for Georgia with another young
woman from Rome, St. Rhipsimia, and
some attendants. The pagan Emperor,
Diocletian, who was to unleash one of
the fiercest of persecutions of
Christianity, was greatly attracted to the
lovely Rhipsimia and wished to marry
her. She refused, feeling called by the
Lord to accompany Nina. Diocletian sent
word of the travelers to the king of
Armenia, Tiridates. This king, too, upon
seeing the beautiful young Christian
sought to make her his wife. When she
refused he had her and her attendants
cruelly put to death.

Accompanied by the prayers of these
Martyrs, Nina pressed on to Georgia
where she met some Mtskhetian
shepherds. They led her to the place




A HiHa, cynpoBoaxeHa Tenep Monuteamu
umx MyueHukiB Takm gobpanacs go pysii,
Ae i 3ycTpinm MuxeTcbKi nactyxu. BoHu
rnosenu il Ao Micus, Ae Koposb MipisH 3i
CBOIMM NiAAAHUMU NOKNOHSANMUCH AyXe
MOKasHUM 30/10TUM igonam. Hiny ayxe
3aCMyTUB TakKU BUSB iA0TONOK/IOHCTBA i
BOHa nomonunaca ao frocnoaa, wob BiH
nokasas, Wo ue BiH cnpasxHin bor, wo
cTBopuB Hebo i 3emMnto i Wwo npuHic
CraciHHS NACbKOMY poAoBi. 3pasy
3ipBanacsa cuibHa 6yps, sKa Uinkom
3HULWMAA i80NIB | IXHIN XpaM.

HiHa 3amMewkana Ha NoBip’to y ropoAHUKIB
KOpPONiBCbKNX, AKi UMM OTpUManun Benunke
6narocnoBeHHs i cTanu ii nepwmmn
HaBepHeHusaMM. CKOpo caMa KopoJsieBa
HaHa Tex HaBepHynacb A0 XpucTa,
3006yBLUN Y340POB/IEHHS Bi4 BaXKKOI
Heayrn. Koponb MipissH yTpuMmyBascs i
HaBiTb CepAmMBCs, WO TakMin BNAMB
3006yBae Monoda YyXXKnHKa Hag moro
HapoaoM. Ane oAgHOro AHs, Konu BiH 6yB
Ha MoJloBaHHi HacTana rnnboka TempsBea
Yy nici. 3 nepensiky BiH BUKJIMKHYB 40
bora, akoro nponosiaye cMupeHHa HiHa.
TeMpsaBa 3pa3y 3HUKNa i MipisH cTaBs
rnmboko BipuTK B Xpucta. I Tak pysia
cTana XpUCTUSHCbKOI AepxaBot. CKopo
nicng uboro HiHa ynokoinacb. Ha Micui, ae
6yB noxoBaHMin XiTOH XpUCTOBUIA
nobyaysanu senvknin Cobop i Hapoa
py3ii 40 HMHI Bennyae XpuUcTta CBOIM
npekpacHMM cniBoM Ta NO60XHUMMU
3BMYasAMHU.

SIK 4Yy4OBO YYTWM NPO HaBEPHEHHS Uinunx
Aepxas go Xpuctal Hapog YkpaiHu
3BepHyBCs Ao locnoga B p. 988 i
XpuctoBa Hayka rnMboKo BrnHyNa Ha
Hawy KynbTypy. OaHak Tpeba HaMm
yCBiAOMNOBaTH, WO MPUHANEXHICTb A0
KynbTypu 4n Tpaanuin XpUCTUSHCbKOrO
HapoAy He crnacae€ Hac. Ang uboro Tpeba
ocobucToro HaBepHeHHs Ta Big4aHOCTI 40
Focnopaa i 4o WMoro Hayku. Hikonu He
3006yBaEeTbCA BOHO B caMiTHOCTI, 60 »x Bor
CTBOPMB HacC Tak, Wob Hawe Xntrs
nepennitTanocs 3 iHWuUMKN. Ane BCe OA4HO
MW CaMi MAEMO pily4ye N NOCNif0BHO
HasepTaTMca 40 Hboro pa3oM 3 iHWKWMU

where the King, Mirian, with his people
were about to worship some imposing
golden idols. Nina was very sorrowful at
this expression of idolatry and asked the
Lord to show that He was the true God,
Who had created Heaven and earth and
had brought salvation to the human
race. A fierce storm immediately arose
and the idols and their temple were
completely destroyed.

Nina took up residence in the yard of the
royal gardeners, who were greatly
blessed by this and became her first
converts. Soon the Queen herself, Nana,
accepted the Faith of Christ upon being
healed of a terrible illness. King Mirian
resisted and was somewhat resentful of
the influence of the faith of this young
stranger upon his people. But one day,
while he was hunting, a strange
darkness enveloped the forest, and in
fear he cried out to the God proclaimed
by the humble Nina. The darkness lifted
immediately and Mirian became a firm
believer in the teachings of Christ. And
so Georgia became a Christian nation.
Nina reposed in the Lord soon after. A
great Cathedral was built over the place
where Christ’s Robe was buried and the
people of Georgia continue to honour
Christ with their beautiful singing and
pious traditions.

It is wonderful to hear of the conversion
of whole nations to the Gospel. The
people of Ukraine turned to the Lord in
988 and the message of Christ has
profoundly influenced our culture. We
must, however, always recall that it is
not adherence to the culture or tradition
of a Christian nation that we are saved.
Salvation requires our personal
repentance and commitment to the Lord
and His ways. It is never achieved in
solitude, for God has so made us that
our lives are intertwined with others.
But it is still up to us to firmly, decisively
and consistently keep on turning to Him
with others and for others. In this way
the Prayer of St. Nina cited above as
well as those of the other Equals-to-the-




noabmm Ta paan Hux. Came Tak Monutea
Cs. HiHn, HaBeaeHa BuLE, pa3oM 3
MonuntBamm iHWKNX PiBHOANOCTONbHUX
NMPUHOCUTb BNa)>eHHi Hacniagkn B HaWOMy
XUTTI Ta B XXUTTi 6€3UYNCNeHHNX iHWnX
JNIt0JEen HaBKOJ10 HacC.

Apostles shall bear fruit in our lives and
the lives of countless people around us.
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