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Kyivan Caves, Bishop of
Volyn’
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kutash@unicorne.org

«CBATUTENIO NPUALLNIOCH YMMano
NOTPYAUTUCA B HaBEPHEHHI A3NYHUKIB
no Xpucrta.» (Uurtarta 3 Xutris)

Ha 6-ro rpyaHs 3a rpuropigaHCLKUM
KaneHgapem (uebTo 23-ro nuctonaga 3a
ONISHCBLKMM) MU CBATKYEMO Nam'aATb
CeaToro OTusa Haworo Amdinoxis
Meuepcbkoro, €nmnckona BonnHcbKoro.

Mwn mano 3Haemo npo Lboro
nioHepa Kniscbkoi Liepksu. BiH 6yB Lwykas
CnokKin Ta egHaHHA 3 borom y Kueso-
Meuepchbkin JlaBpi, siky 6y 3acHyBaB CB.
AHTOHIN y nonoBuHi 11-ro ctonitta. Ta noro
CrMOKiNHe XnTTa nocepen bpatiB-vyeHu,is,
NOMIXK AKMMW BiH HAaNeBHO BM3Ha4aBCA
NOBOXHICTIO Ta NOCAYLLHICTIO, TPMBAro He
posro. Mutpononut Hukndgop Kuiscbkuin
(1103-1121) pyKononoxwuBs NOro Ha
€nuckona ogHiei 3-NOMiK nepLunx €napxin
Llepkeu Kniscbkoi Pyci. €nnckoncbkuin
MpecTin noro 3Haxogmecs B M. Bonoanmumpi
Ha BonuHi, B 3axigHin YkpaiHi. byno ue 27-
ro cepnHsa 1105 p. Ha CeaTo Npenogo6Horo

“The saint toiled tirelessly for the
conversion of pagans to Christ.”
(Quotation from his Vita)

On December 6 on the Gregorian
calendar (which is November 23 on the
Julian), we celebrate the memory of our
Holy Father among the Saints,
Amphilochius of the Kyivan Caves, Bishop
of Volyn'.

Little is known of the background
of this pioneer of the Kyivan Church. He
had sought peace and union with God in
the Monastery of the Caves founded by
St. Anthony in the middle of the 11th
century. His peaceful life alongside
brother monks, among whom he must
have distinguished himself by his piety
and obedience, was not to last.
Metropolitan Nicephorus of Kyiv (1103-
1121) consecrated him Bishop of one of
the earliest Eparchies of the Church of
Kyivan Rus’. His Episcopal Throne was in
the city of Volodymyr, in Volyn’, western
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lNimeHa Benwukoro.

Cs. lNimeH, akoro iMm’s o3Ha4ae
L1acTup”, Tpyamecsa anga bora B nyCTUHI
€rmnetcokin B MNiBHIYHIN Adpuui i
BrnokoiBcs B p. 450. MNMpaug, oo sikoi 6ys
noknukaHui Amdinoxin (skoro iM’st o3Havae
,4OIT0BIK, SIKOrO CnaBy BCi BU3HAIOTbL"),
TaKoX BMKOHyBasnacsi Hade 6 To B MYyCTUHI.
Lle 6yna nycTuHs gyL, sIKMX eguHa noxmea
Oyna KynbTypa A3MYHUKIB, HEOPOLLEHA
Bnarosictam boxoi Jlto6oBi, sky
nporonoLlye Ta BTiNtoe Haw Mocnogp Icyc
XpucToc, Ta Ti, SIKi HOCATb | NPOsIBNAITb
Woro ceigyeHHs Ta XKUTTS y IXHbOMY
LWOAEHHOMY XUTTI Ha 3eMni.

Jlnwe gekinbka nokoniHb
npomMuHyno Big XpeLleHHs Pyci B p. 988 3a
BonoaiHHA Benukoro KHass, Cs.
PisBHoanocTtonsHoro Bonogmmupa.
XPUCTUSHCTBO POCHO, SIK HiXKHa pocrnvHa B
nici a3nyHmuTBa. baraTto 3-nomix Tux, sKi
dopmanbHO Oynu npunHanu Bipy Xpuctoy
3a Haka3oM KHA34, aani TpMmanmcs gaBHix
BipyBaHb, AKX nepedanu dynu im npeaku.
Bnaguka Amdinoxin, TpeTin €nuckon Big
3anoyaTKkyBaHHs Bonogummpa-BonnHcbKoi
€napxii Cs. Bonogumupom (sikoro
Hocuna BoHa iM’a) B p. 992, Tpyauecs
OOBIrO I TSHKKO Haf, CKPInfeHHAM Bipu Ta
OYMLLIEHHSAM i Bif A3UYHULIbKNX JOOABOK.

Ta HabaraTo TpygHiwe mabyTb Byno
3aBOaHHs AYXOBHOMO NpoBoAy HaA
BonogapsamMmu. MicueBi KHA3i NOCTIMHO
3armanucs mikocobuuamm anga 3gobyTTs
BNaam Ta MatepisnbHUX 30006yTKIB.
Butprmaswn 17 niT Ha cBOEMY NOCTI,
Amdinoxiv nosepHyscs Ao Jlaspu B Kuesi, i
TaM 3a3HaB TPOXMU CMOKOK BNPOAOBXK POKY
[0 CBOro BiAXo4y Ha BiYHUN CMOYUHOK i
Haropogy 3-ro nuctonaga 1122 p. Voro
Moui n cnoymBatoTk 3i CBATUMM OTUAMMK B
HanbHix MNMeyepax (Ce. Peopocis) B Kneso-
Meyepcokin Naspi.

Cs. Amdinoxisa, €nuckona
Bonoanmupa-BonmMHCbKOro, NOMMHAEMO Ha
23-ro nuctonaga/6-ro rpygHsa Tomy, Lo e -
Ce4arto noro HebecHoro lMNMokposutens, C..
Amdinoxis IkoHicbkoro, ogHoro 3 OTuiB
Kanagokincbkux, aBotopigHoro 6pata Cs.

Ukraine. This took place on August 27,
1105, on the Feast of St. Poemen the
Great.

St. Poemen, whose name means
“Shepherd”, laboured for God in the
desert of Scetis in North Africa and
reposed in 450. The work, to which St.
Amphilochius (whose name means “he
whose glory is universally acclaimed”)
was called, also needed to be
accomplished in a sort of desert. It was
the desert of souls whose only nurture
had been the culture of paganism,
unwatered by the Gospel of God'’s Love,
as proclaimed and lived by our Lord Jesus
Christ, and by those who carry and
manifest His testimony and His Life in
their daily lives upon the earth.

Only several generations had
passed since the Baptism of Rus’ in 988
under the rule of the Great Knyaz', St.
Volodymyr, Equal-to-the-Apostles.
Christianity was a tender plant growing in
the pagan forest. Many who had formally
accepted the Faith of Christ at the behest
of the Knyaz’ continued to follow the old
ways handed on by their ancestors.
Bishop Amphilochius, the third in line from
the founding of the Volodymyr-Volyns’kyy
Eparchy by St. Volodymyr (whose name it
bore) in 992, laboured long and hard to
strengthen the faith and to purify it from
pagan accretions.

Undoubtedly even more arduous
was the spiritual direction of the rulers of
the people. There were continual
internecine struggles among the local
princes for power and material gain. After
17 years at his post, Amphilochius
returned to the Monastery in Kyiv and
found a little peace for a year before
passing on to his eternal rest and reward
on November 3, 1122. His Relics lie
among the Holy Fathers in the Far Caves
(of St. Theodosius) of the Kyivan Lavra of
the Caves.

St. Amphilochius, Bishop of
Volodymyr-Volyns’kyy, is commemorated
on November 23/December 6 because




"puropis borocnoea (Akoro TakoXx 3ByTb
HasisHom). Mloro Takoxx NOMUHaEMo

Ha 10/23 »oBTHS, sik ogHoro 3 Cemu
Ceatnx BonuHcebkux. Lle CeaTo
BCTaHoOBWUNM Togi, konwu NMovaiscbky J1laBpy
nosepHynu MNpasocnaesHum y 1831 p. nicnga
111 pokiB nepebyBaHHAM Yy OpUCANKLT
Mann Pumcbkoro nig snagoto OTuiB
BacunisiH.

A3NYHNLTBO MOXHA PO3YMITH, AK
dinocodito XKUTTS, 3rigHO 3 AKOH

MaTepisnbHUA CBIT — cnpaBa, 9Ky XXadatoTb,

SIKOI0 JOpOXKaTb Ta Hafd AKOK HamararTbes
Bonoaitn 6e3 yearu Ha ii [bxepeno.
A3MYHNLTBO Ma€E 1 OyXOBHUIA acnekT, 60 X
MNOro CrnoBiAHMKM NPUKIMKAOTD i
HamararTbCsl NPUNOa00daTHUCA Pi3HUM
ooxecTtBam, LWOO Ti gonomaranu, abo xo4
He nepeLLKoaXanu, NOKNOHHUKaM
3000yBaTtun 6axkaHe HAMW. A3NYHULTBO
TaKOX MOXE CIY>XWTK, SIK NiQroToBKa Ao
cnpunmManHsa bnarosicta npo Nocnoga
XKutta ta Jliobo.i. Ta MOXXe BOHO CYXnUTK
M ons Toro, Wwob aepxatn nogen y Hesoni,
nprvKkoBaHMX A0 3a6060H Ta CcTpaxy,
nepeLuKoakaroum iMm 3a3HaTn cBoboan, sika
NoXoauTb BiA CNiBYYyTTH, NOOOBI Ta
npoLleHHs, aki nogae bnarosicTa
XpucTtose.

Mwu Mycumo 3po3ymiTu, Lo npaus
Amdinoxis He 3akiH4unacs. BoHa
NPOAOBXYETLCS B CBIiTi HABKONO Hac. BoHa
NPOAOBXYETLCS | B HALLMX BIIACHUX CEpLSIX
Ta ymax. Hexaw xe noro Monutsau

OONOMOXYTb HaM NpunBecTn A3NYHUKaA, LLO B

Hac, 0o XpUCTa, | Tak 3MILUHAOTbL Hac y
Hallomy rpomagsaHcTsi B Mloro BiyHoOMy
LlapcTsi. AMiHb.

that is the Feast of his patron Saint, St.
Amphilochius of Iconium, one of the
Cappadocian Fathers, cousin of St.
Gregory the Theologian (also called
Nazianzus). He is also commemorated on
October 10/23 as one of the Seven Saints
of Volyn’, a celebration instituted when the
Pochayiv Lavra was returned to the
Orthodox in 1831 after 111 years of
adherence to the jurisdiction of the Pope
of Rome under the Basilian Fathers.

Paganism may be understood as a
philosophy of life which sees the material
world as something to be desired,
treasured and dominated in itself, without
reference to its Source. It has its spiritual
aspects, to be sure, as various deities are
invoked and wooed to assist, or at least to
not impede, its devotees in obtaining what
they desire. It may serve as a preparation
for the Gospel of the Incarnate Lord of Life
and Love. Yet it may also be a means of
holding people in bondage to superstition
and fear, keeping them from experiencing
the freedom to live the life of compassion,
love and forgiveness as offered by that
Gospel.

It must be clear that St. Amphilochius’
task is not ended. It continues in the world
about us. It continues within our hearts
and minds. May his prayers aid us in
bringing the pagan within our own selves
to Christ and so strengthen us in our
citizenship in His eternal Kingdom. Amen.
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