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«Twu )uB No60XKHO, AK EnNuUckon, Ta
XOAUB LWISIXOM
MyueHnunuyrea.” (KoHpak)

Ha 5-ro nunHg (Bignosigae 22-my
YEepBHSA Ha lONiaHCbKOMY KaneHaapi) Mu
CBATKYEMO Nam'saATb CBSALWEHOMYYEeHMKa,
€nunckona Bi4OMOro 3a Moro o60poHy
HaB4YaHHA Npo XpuUCTa, sIKe BUC/TOBUB
Mepwwuin BceneHcbkun Cobop, Wo
Biabyscs B M. Hikei (cboroaHi ue I3Hik B
Typeuuunni) y 325 p. Moro xutTa aano
npueig oro konesi Ta apyrosi Cs.
puropito borocnosy npocnaeBaaTn MOro
TakKMMK CroBaMu: «CcToBn Liepkeu»,
«pap boxuin» Ta «npasuno Bipu».

Mu He 3HAEMO aHi AaTu aHi Micus, ge
HapoauBcs CB. €BceBii. BiH Bneplie
NOSIBNSIETbCS B iICTOPUYHUX AOKYMEHTaxX
y 361 p., Konin K €nuckon
CamocaTtcbkuin (cborogHi ue Camcar y
TypeuumnHi) BiH NPUNHSAB y4acTb Y
BucBsYeHHto CB. MeneTiqa, gk MNaTtpiapxa
AHTiOXiiCcbKkOro. A Menertin, nicns
Biactaskun CB. Npuropia borocnosa,
ovyonue Apyrui BceneHcbkunin Cobop, wo

“You lived piously as a sho nd
trod the path of martyrdom.”
(Kontakion)

On July 5 (which is June 22 on the Julian
Calendar) we celebrate the memory of St.
Eusebius of Samosata, a Bishop noted for
his defence of the teaching on Christology
proclaimed at the First Ecumenical Council
held in Nicea (today Iznik in Turkey) in
325. His life gave his colleague and friend,
St. Gregory the Theologian, the occasion
to praise him as: “a pillar of the Church",
"a gift of God" and "a rule of faith".

St. Eusebius’ date or place of birth is not
known. He first appears in historical
records in 361, when, as Bishop of
Samosata (today Samsat in Turkey), he
was one of the consecrating Bishops of St.
Meletius as Patriarch of Antioch. It was
Meletius who, upon the resignation from
the post by St. Gregory the Theologian,
presided over the Second Ecumenical
Council held in Constantinople in 381.

It was a hard time for the Church. There
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Binbyscs B KoHcTaHTMHOMoni B 381 p.

LlepkBa nepexoamnu cknagHi yacu.
IcHyBaB rocTtpuii nogin nomix goBosii
CUbHUMMK apisiHaMn (WO He NpuM3HaBanu
BoxecTtBo Xpucra) i cnoigHnKkamm
Hikelcbkoro MNpaBocnas’a. ApisiHu
crioyaTky niaTpuMmysanun Menertis,
yBaXkatoum, Lo BiH A0 HUX
npueaHaeTbcs. Konu BiH LbOro He
3pobunB BOHM HaMaraancs NpuMycmuTu
€Bcesis Bigaath iMm gokymeHTn Cobopy,
sakun 6yB obpaB Menertis, wob BoHMK
MOF/IM iX OrON0CUTY HeaincHUMM. Ix
cnyxaB uap KoHCTaHTIN, Skl cyBOpoO
Haka3aB Bnaawuui €scesito, W06 BiH
Big4aB AOKYMEHTM, a TO BigiTHe oMy
npaBy pyKy. EBCeBIili NpocTArHys obuasi
PYKW i ckaszaB: «YTHu ix obox! [lekpeTa,
AKWW YiTKO AOKa3yE HeYeCTUBICTb apisH,
S He BiaAaM.» Moro xopo6picTb
nepemorna. BiH 3aTpuMaB i LOKYMEHTH i
CBOIO MpaBy pyKy.

€BceBia Nignnc 3HaxoaAnMOo nopyy 24-ox
iHWnx Bnagnk Ha Cobopi, wo Bigbyecs B
AHTiOXIii B 363 p. Ta 3Biwas HikelcbKky
Bipy. TakuM 4UMHOM BiH BUNpasune
MOMWJIKM B HaBYaHHI Npo Xpucra ABOX
nonepeaHukiB y Moro enapxii
CamocaTcbKin: a came MNaena
CamocaTtcbkoro (200-275), skui
BU3HaBaB XpUCTa, 9K «40Ji0Bika, Wo
ctaB borom» a He, sk «bora, wo cras
YonosikoM» i CB. JlykiaHa
AHTIOXINCbKOro, SIKNihi HApoAMBCS B
Camocarti 651m3bko 240 p., aSKuih noMep
MyuyeHukoMm y 312 p., i gas Llepksi
6araTo geyoro Aobporo n BaxxJMBOro, Ta
pa3oM 3 TMM 6yB BMCOKOLLIAHOBaHUM
yuntenem Apisi, AKOro HaByYaHHS
MOLKNPUSIO EPECH, L0 HOCUTb MOro iM's.

CB. €BceBil 6e3cTpalHO BigMOBNABCS B
NoCnyxy BMacTSaM y cripaBax, gKi MOrnm
6 3arpoxyBaTtu Bipi [paBocnaBHin, ane
CNyxaBcs iX, KOU Lie He 3arpoxyBano
Bipi, HaBiTb TOAi KOMW BiA4 Takoro
nocnyxy Tepnis HeBMroam Ta MyKky. BiH
6yB NMoAOpPOXYBaB iHKOI'HITO, K BOSIK MO
Cupii Ta NanecTunHi nig4yac roHiHHSA
XpuUctusH yapem tOniaHoM

was a sharp division between the still-
powerful Arians (who denied the divinity
of Christ) and the confessors of Nicene
Orthodoxy. Meletius was supported at first
by the Arians, who thought he would join
their faction. When he did not, they
sought to get Eusebius to surrender the
documents of the Synod which had
elected Meletius, so that they could be
declared invalid. They had the ear of the
Emperor, Constantius, who sternly bade
Bishop Eusebius to hand over the
documents upon pain of having his right
hand cut off. Eusebius stretched out both
hands and said: “Strike them both off.
The decree, which is a clear proof of Arian
wickedness, I will not give up.” His
courage prevailed and he kept both the
documents and his right hand.

Eusebius’ signature appears alongside
that of 24 other bishops at a Council held
in Antioch in 363 proclaiming the Nicene
faith. He thus corrected the Christological
errors of two noted predecessors linked
with his diocese of Samosata: Paul of
Samosata (200-275) who viewed Christ
as "man-become-God” rather than “God-
become-man”; and St Lucian of Antioch,
born in Samosata about 240, who died as
a martyr in 312, and contributed much
that was good and important to the
Church, but also was the revered teacher
of Arius, whose teaching led to the spread
of the heresy that bears his name.

St. Eusebius was fearless in refusing to
obey the authorities in matters which
could compromise the Orthodox Faith, but
also obedient in matters which did not,
even when these orders caused him
inconvenience and pain. He had traveled
incognito as a soldier through Syria and
Palestine during the persecution of
Christians by Emperor Julian the Apostate,
restoring Orthodox Bishops and Priests
deposed by the Arians, but when Emperor
Valens, also an Arian, ordered him
banished to Thrace, he left by night to
prevent turbulence among the people who
esteemed him. To those who followed him
and begged him to return he said that he




BiacTtynHnkom, Ta BiAHOBNOBAB MNOCTU
MpaBocnaBHMX €EnMckoniB Ta
CBSWEHMKIB, SKMX 6ynn nosHimManm
apisiHu, ane konu iMmnepartop BaneHTin,
Lo Takox 6yB apisHOM, Haka3aB NOMY
BMCENUTUCL Y Tpakito, TO BiH Taku
BMbpaBcs Tyam B Houi, WwWob He 6yno
METYLUHI MOMiX N04bMMK, WO AOro
rnosaxanu. A TUM, WO BUiXasnu NO HbLOrO
i NpocuIn NOro NOBEPHYTUCS, BiH
CKa3as, WO BiH MYCUTb CllyXaTucs
BnacTen.

Konwu ao npecrony npubys uap
MpasocnasHwuii ['pauisH, To EBCEBIN TaK i
MnoBepHYBCS i NpauoBaB pasoMm 3
MeneTieMm, wob ytBepantun Npasocnas’s
B iMnepii. Konn npobyBas BiH B
apistHCbKOMY MICTi, WO Ha3mnBanocs
Jonixa (CboroaHi nAyTb PO3KOMKKN Ha
Micui Mi3epHUX 3anuWKiB oro
Henoganik c. Aynyk, 10 kinomeTpiB Ha
niBHIYHWI 3axig Bia M. MasisHTen y
niBAEHHO-CXiAHIM TypeyduunHi), ogHa
apisiHKa CKMHyNa Ha HbOro NJNTKY 3
naxy. BoHa Baapuna Bnaauky B ronosy i
Bi4 LbOro yepes aekinbka AHIB BiH i
nomep. CB. EBCEBIN NOMPOCUB Y XKiHKU
BWHa i 3aK/IMKaB CBOIX NOC/MiAOBHUKIB HE
CMPUYUHATYK i1 XKOAHOT WwKoan. Tak
HacnigysaB €BceBit Haworo CnacuTtens,
Konu nommpas BiH Ha XpecTi 3a BBeCb
CBIT.

Tino Ceatutensa noHecnun B Camocary i
TaMm nacTtea MOro M NOXopoHWna.
HacTynHWKOM Ha ENUCKONCLKOMY
NpecTosii CTaB Moro NAeMiHHUK AHTIOX. I
lMpasocnasHa Bipa, sky cnosigyBsas
€BcesBili i cnosi i ginom gani npougiTana
B CamocarTi CToniTTamu.

MicTo, AKOro NoTiM TyYpKW Ha3Basn
Camcart, 3atonunm B 1989 p., konu
cnopyaunu rpebnio Atatypka. Ta
nobyaysann HOBE MICTO 3 TIEI X HA3BOK
ONs1 HaceneHHs, ke Mycino 6yno
NnepeHecTUCs, Koan 3aTonuamn ctapum
CamcaT. BoHo 3apa3s € cTonumuero
parioHy, WO HOCUTb L0 X Ha3By, B
Typeubkin obnacTti AgiamaH.

had to obey the authorities.

With the ascent of Emperor Gracian of
Orthodox Faith, Eusebius returned and
worked together with Meletius to confirm
Orthodoxy in the Empire. While he was in
the Arian city of Dolikha (today its meagre
remains are the site of excavations near
the village of Duluk 10 kilometres
northwest of the city of Gaziantep in
southeastern Turkey), an Arian women
threw a roof tile at him. It struck the
Bishop’s head and led to his death some
time later. St. Eusebius asked the woman
for some wine and urged his followers to
do her no harm, thus imitating our
Saviour as He hung, dying for the world,
upon the Cross.

The Saint’s body was taken to Samosata
and buried by his flock. He was succeeded
on the episcopal throne by his nephew,
Antiochus. The Orthodox Faith which
Eusebius had upheld in word and deed, in
orthopraxy as well as

orthodoxy, continued to flourish in
Samosata for centuries.

The town, later called Samsat by the
Turks, was submerged in 1989 under the
Ataturk dam, but a new town bearing the
same name was erected for the
population dislocated by that sinking. It is
the capital of the district of the same
name in the Turkish province of
Adiyaman.

Fortified by the intercession and example
of St. Eusebius, may we too be renewed
and stand firm in our confession in word
and deed of the Light of Christ, true God
and true Man, in the night of secularist
modernity.




MiacuneHi 3actyncTeom i npuknaaom Cs.
€BCeBis OHOBASAMMOCH i MU i CTIIMO
pilly4y0 Y BU3HAHHI i C/IOBOM i ginom
CeiTna XpucrtoBoro, icTUHHOro bora i
iCTUHHOro Yonosika, B HOYi Cy4acHOro
CeKynsapusmy.




