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THE RIGHTEOUS CHILD
ARTEMIUS OF VERKOLA
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kutash@unicorne.org

«Tv BipaaB cBOO AyLLY B PYKU
Focnopa, Aptemie npemyapun.»

Ha 2-ro nuctonaga 3a 'puropisHCbKuM
KaneHgapem (ue — 20-ro XXOBTHS 3a
FOniAHCEKUM) MU CBATKYEMO NaM'saTb
MpaBegHoro OTpoka ApTemis
BepkonbCbKoro, Xronus, sikoro 3eMHe
XUTTA CKiHYmMnocs 23-ro YepBHs (Le — 6-ro
nunHA 3a ['pUropisHCLKUM KaneHaapem),
1545-ro p., konu omy 6yno nuwe 12 nit.
Mw noMMHaEMO 1MOro B TOWM AeHb (SK TaKoX
Ha 23-ro YepBHSA/6-ro NUMHs, B A€Hb MO0
YNOKOEHHS), TOMY Lo Le — [Mpa3Huk noro
HebGecHoro Nokpoeutens, Cs.
Benukomy4yeHunka Aptemist AHTIOXINCbKOrO,
AKUN NPUNHAB MyYeHu4y cmepTb 361-ro p.
3a Haka3oM PUMCLKOro iMneparopa
KOnisiHa BigcTynHuka.

ApTemko Hapogmecs 6nunsbko 1532-ro p. y
ceni Bepkona, ganeko Ha niBHoMI
€Bponewncbkoi YacTuHu Pocii B obnacrTi
ApxaHrenbcbkin. Moro 6aTtbku 6ynu
no6oxHi a BiH OyB xnonuem Hag3Bn4anHo

“You gave up your soul into the hands
of the Lord, O Artemius most wise.”

On November 2 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is October 20 on the
Julian), we celebrate the memory of the
Righteous Child, Artemius of Verkola, a
boy whose earthly life ended on June 23
(July 6 on the Gregorian Calendar), 1545,
when he was only twelve years of age. His
memory is celebrated on this day (as well
as on June 23/July 6, the day of his
repose) since it is the Feast day of His
heavenly Patron, the Holy Great Martyr
Artemius of Antioch, martyred in 361 by
the order of the Roman Emperor Julian the
Apostate.

Young Artemiy was born about 1532 in the
village of Verkola in the far north of
European Russia, in the Arkhangelsk
oblast. His parents were pious and he was
an uncommonly diligent, meek and
courageous lad. One day he and his father
were taken by surprise by a thunderstorm
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BiANoBiganbHUM, CMUPEHHUM Ta
xopobpum. OgHOro gHsi MOro Ta Moro
OaTtbka HecnoaiBaHO 3axonurna rpoMoBULA,
KON BOHW NpautoBanu Ha noni. Hag ixHimm
ronosamu 3arpumino i ApTemMKo nosanmecs
MEPTBUM.

3ab0060HHI censiHn nogymanu, Wwo He
3BaXkaroum Ha npuMipHe XnTTa ApTemka,
LS TparidyHa nogis nokasana, Lo BiH
cnpasgi 6yB HerigHMKOM i ToMy Bor 1oro
UMM nokapas. He 3Baxaro4um Ha CMyTOK
noro 6aTbKiB, TINO XMOMNuUsA NOHECNN Y
COCHOBWW Tic i TamM oro 3anuwmnu 6es
MoxopoHiB 4K Bignpas.

[ekinbka pokiB nisHiwe, NpUIALLIOCH
LepKoBHOMY HnTLIEBI NpOXOaUTU Yepes Nic
3a TeMHa, i BiH nobayus cBiTNo Hafg
Micuem, ge oynu sanuwunu Tino Aptemka.
Tino ApTemMKka 3HanLIOB BiH Yy4eCHO
HETMIHHUM i HE NOLUKOAXEHUM XXOOHO
3BipKOIO, O Xuna B nici. Lle BigkpntTa BCe
nepemiHnno. bor Bunpasagas Ceoro cnyry!
ApTemKka nicnga Toro cranu BBaxaTu

Ceatum. Moro Mowi 3aHecnu B Llepksy Ca.

Mwukonas i ctanu Hag HUMK BigGyBaTucsa
BCHKi Yyaeca.

'y6epHaTop okonuui, AdaHacin Nawikos,
nobyaysas TyT MoHacTup yepes aeskui
yac nicnsa 1635-my p., K BUSIB BOSYHOCTI
Cs. ApTemito 3a B3AOPOBIEHHS NOro CUHa.
Mi3niwe MoHacTtup 6yB 3aHeabaHui i npo
HbOro 30BcCiM 3abynu o 1990-ux pokis,
Konu nucbMeHHuK ®egip AGpamoB, sKun
NOXOAMB 3 TUX OKOMWLb, BUSIBUB HILIATUBY
i BigHOBMB Moro. Ta Mouie ans
BLUAHYyBaHHSA BinbLl Hemae 60 X
GinbwoBnkn B 1918-my p., NOTYO4N NPOTU
penirii, Ak «onitoM Anga Hapoay», iX
nopisanu i BKUHYNU B KPUHULIKO.

Ta gobpo HapelwTi 3aBxan nepemarae
3rno6y. Xou4 3emHoro Tina Ce. ApTemis BXe
He 3HaNTW Ha UbOMY CBITi, MOro XWUTTS dani
PO3BMBAETLCH Yepes TUX, AKi NOro
CMOMWHaIOTh i WaHyoTb. HegasHo Byna
CBiXXa 03HaKa XXMBY4YOCTi Xrnonusd, Konu BiH
NosABMBCS B BUAiHHIO iKoHONMcLeBi [Nununy
LlimepmaHny y M. [>KOHCTaBH y
MeHcinbBaHii. Lle 3aoxotuno Mununa
Hanucatu noro IkoHy gns Bcix giten. O.

as they were working together in a field. A
clap of thunder broke over their heads and
Artemiy fell down dead.

The superstitious villagers believed that,
notwithstanding the exemplary life of
young Artemiy, this tragic event was a sign
that he was really evil and thus punished
by God. Notwithstanding the grief of his
parents, they carried the lad’s body off into
the pine forest and left it there without a
Funeral or Memorial Services.

Some years later, it happened that the
Church Reader was walking through the
forest in the dark and saw a light over the
place where Artemiy’s body had been left.
Artemiy’s body was found to be
miraculously incorrupt and untouched by
the wild animals that lived in the forest.
This discovery changed everything. God
had vindicated his youthful Servant! Young
Artemiy was now held to be a Saint. His
Relics were taken into St. Nicholas Church
and became the source of many miracles.

The governor of the region, Afanasiy
Pashkov, built a Monastery here some
time after 1635, in gratitude to St. Artemiy
for the healing of his son. It eventually fell
on hard times and was completely
forgotten until the 1990’s when a writer
Fyodor Abramov, a native of the region,
initiated its revival. The youthful Saint’s
Relics are no longer available for
veneration, however, as the Bolsheviks, in
1918, in their rage against religion as “the
opiate of the masses”, cut them into pieces
and threw them into a well.

Nonetheless, good always eventually
triumphs over malice. Although the earthly
Body of St. Artemiy is no longer to be
found, his life goes on through all who
remember and honour him. A recent sign
of the lad’s continuing aliveness was his
appearance in a vision to the
iconographer, Philip Zimmerman, living in
Johnstown Pennsylvania, which
encouraged him to write his Icon for all
children. Fr. John Namie, director of the
Antiochian Village in Pennsylvania,
blessed a rock shrine for the Icon which




IBaH Hawmi, anpektop yctaHoBM
AnTioxinceke Ceno (Antiochian Village) y
MeHcinbBaHii, nobnarocnoBmB Kam’aHWIA
KMBOT Ans Hei 6ins Llepken CB.. IrHaTia y
Ceni.

Haworo Nocnoga Ctpacti gann Ham HoBy
nepcnekTuBy Ha cmepTb. BoHa npubynu B
CBIT, sk bor i kasaB, sIKk Hacnigok 3puBy
rapMoHil 3 Hum — ue x Bigxig Big XXutTa (y
Hbomy X, i Big Heoro — xutTa). Ta bor,
no6nsun CBOE TBOPIHHA, HE MPUMUPUBCS 3
Takmm Bigxogom Woro giteit Big xumTTs. Y
noBHOTI Yacy, bor Cam yepe3s
boroBTineHHs, ctaB NPoOTK CMEPTI i
no6GopoB ii XpecTom, SK i BUSIBUB
BockpeceHHsim. Lle » 3a6000HHICTb, a He
Bipa, Wo Bb6ayana B cmepTi ApTemka
00BMHYBa4eHHA NpoTu Hboro. bor Ceoimun
Yygamu BUNpaBaaB XIonus i BUSIBUB, LLLO
BiH — NPUMIp i 3aCTyMNHWK 3a CBIT, a
0cobnMBO 3a AiTen, sKi Tak YacTo €
00’ekTaMn BUKOPUCTOBYBAHHS,
YKOPCTOKOCTi Ta 3nobu.

HesnuHHoto gieto Ce. [lyxa Ta
3acTynHuuTBOM Moro CBSTMX, @ moMixk
Humu MpaeegHoro OTpoka ApTemia
Bepkonbcbkoro, locnoab NocTinHO
OnarocnoBnse i 3axuLLae BCiX OiTen i
npautoe, Wwob npmeectun ix y Ceoe BiuHe
LlapcTBo.

stands to the right of the St. Ignatius
Church at the Village.

Our Lord’s Passion has given us a new
perspective on death. It came into the
world, as God said it would, as the result
of breaking harmony with Him —a move
away from Life (all life is from and in Him).
But God, in His love, would not let His
children go. In the fullness of time, God
Himself, by the Incarnation, took on death
and overcame it by the Cross, as shown
by the Resurrection. It was superstition,
not faith, which could see Artemiy’s death
as an accusation against him. God
vindicated the lad by His miracles and
showed him to be a model and intercessor
for the world, especially for children who
are the target of so much that is
exploitative, cruel and malicious.

By the ceaseless action of the Holy Spirit,
and through the intercessions of His
Saints, among them the Righteous Child
Artemius of Verkola, the Lord ever
continues to bless and protect all children
and works to guide them into His eternal
Kingdom.
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