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«OBeuka ctaga XpucToBoro, o
HaB4Ya€E CMUPEHHiIcTIO.”

Ha 18-ro ntoToro (Bignosigae 5-my ntoToro
3a tosliaHCbKMM KaneHaapeM) mMu
MOMMHAEMO YMOKOEHHS B p. 1696-My
CeaTtutensa ®eopocis, ApxXmenmckona
YepHiriscbkoro.

Woro cnyxiHHs 6yn0 ayxe BaXKUM TOMY
wo ue 6yna poba TpariyHOro amaraHHs
MOMIX XPUCTUSAHAMW rpomMaj npasocnaBHOl
Ta KaTonumubKoi. MoniTUYHI MipKyBaHHS
6ynu noegHaHi 3 ocobAMBUM NOrnS40M
LWoA0 €AHOCTI LlepkBU 3i CTOPOHMU
XPUCTUSH NPUHANEXHUX A0 Iopucankuii
Pumcbkoro Manun. BoHn BBaxanu wo
CNpaBXHI €AHICTb LlepkBN MOXHa
OCAMHYTMU TiNbKN TUM, W06 BCi XPUCTUSAHMU
nigymHunnca snagi Pumcokoro lMNpectony.
Lle n npuBeno ao bepecTtencbkoi YHii B
1596-My p., CTO poKiB nepes YrNOKOEHHAM
CedaToro. Xou tpeba ckasaTtu, Wo us nogis
TaKW NpuHecna n NO3NTMBHI HacNigKkn

“A sheep of the flock of Christ,
teaching by humility.”

On February 18 (corresponds to
February 5 according to the Julian
Calendar) we commemorate the repose
in 1696 of St. Theodosius, Archbishop of
Chernihiv.

His was a challenging ministry, for it was
the time of tragic struggle between
Christians of the Orthodox and Catholic
folds. Political considerations were
united with the particular view of
Christians under the jurisdiction of the
Pope of Rome who felt that authentic
Christian unity could be attained only by
adherence to the See of Rome. This led
to the Union of Berestya in 1596, a
century before the Saint’s repose.
Although it may be noted that this
ultimately brought benefits to Ukrainian
Christians (including the enriching
experience of unity in diversity and
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YKpPaiHCbKMM XpUCTUSIHAM (K Hanp.
36arauytoumii 4OCBIg €QHOCTI B
pPi3HOMaHITHOCTI Ta BaX/IMBi KOHTaKTn 3
AYMaHHSM 3axoay) npaus npaBoC/aBHUX
OywnacTtmpiB 6yna gyxe cknagHow. BoHu
MYCifin BULLYKYBaTW CaMe HalKpalle B
CBOIM crnaawmHi, wob BignoBiaaTh Ha
arpecmBHe HaMaraHHsa NpUEAHYBATU iIXHi
nacTeu o cebe 3i CTOPOHU XPUCTUSAH
iHWoOro craga.

lMpaBocnaBHi TBEPAATL, WO Taku € TiNIbKU
ogHe Ctago i OaunH Mactup, Nocnoab Halw
Icyc Xpucrtoc. BoHu HaMaralTbcs
BTi/IIOBATU LIE NEPEKOHAHHS Y CBOIN
€BXapWUCTIilMHI eknesionorii, sk B6bayae wWwo
LlepkBa NOBHICTIO NPUCYTHS B KOXHIMN
pomagi, oe 3BepwyOTb EBXAPUCTItO Nia
o4osieHHAM €nnckona abo 1ioro
npeacrtaBHuka, CesleHnka. EAHICTb
LlepkBW BMSBNAETLCA TUM, WO LENn
€nnckon conpuyallaeTbCcs 30 BCiMa
iHWKMKM €Ennckonamn Llepken XpUCTOBOI.

®eopocin Hapoameca B 1630-nx pokax y
Moainbcbkin rybephii CBAawWeHnKY MUKNTI
M ApY>XWHI Moro Mapii 3 WNaxXeTCbKoi
poauvHU Yranubkux. BiH BU3Hauascs
rapsiyoto Ta wupoto nobos’to go bora i
Moro Llepkeun. Sk nepesaxHo 6ysano 3i
CMHamun CBSALWEHUKIB, MOro TeX nocnanu
BUMTUCSH Ha CBSLlleHuKa. Y Noro Bunagky
ue 6yno B KuiBcbky BpaTtcbky Lkony
(Akapemito). Pektopom 6yB Jlazap
BapaHOBMY, AKOro BiH MOTIM 3aMiCTUB, SK
Apxuennckon YepHirisCbknit. bBynm i iHwWi
CcBiTUNAi ToAi, 9K MiX BUKIaAavYyamMm Tak
MiX CTyAeHTaMu.

Micnga 3akiH4YeHHs Moro ociTM deopocis
NOCTPUIAN B MOHaxu y cnasHin Kneso-
MeuepcbkKin JlaBpi 3 iMeHeM ii
cniBocHoBHMKa, MNpen. ®eonocia Kneso-
Meyepcbkoro. licna BUCBATU B CaH
IepomoHaxa ®eopocin ctaB IrymeHoM
naBHboro CeATo-MmnxamniBcbKoro
Buaybuubkoro MoHactmnps B Kuesi (B p.
1664-my). MoHacTup npougitas nig noro
nposogoM. Ocobnuey yBary 3sepTtaB BiH
Ha XOpPOBWI CMNiB — L0 X Tpagmuito
NpoAOBXYE Lehn MoHacTup i AOHWUHI.

important contacts with the thought of
the West) the work of the Orthodox
Shepherds was very difficult. They were
challenged to seek out the very best in
their tradition to respond to aggressive
proselytizing by the Christians of the
other fold.

The Orthodox hold that there is
ultimately only one Fold and one
Shepherd, our Blessed Lord Jesus. They
have striven to embody this view in their
Eucharistic ecclesiology which sees the
Church as fully present in each Hromada
where the Eucharist is celebrated by a
bishop or his representative, the priest.
Church unity is manifest by that bishop’s
being in communion with all other
bishops of the Church of Christ.

Theodosius was born in the 1630's in
the Podillia province to the priest Mykyta
and his wife Maria, of the noble Uhlytsky
family. He distinguished himself by a
fervent and sincere love for God and His
Church. As was customary with the sons
of priests he was sent to be educated in
the same vocation as his father. In his
case this was the Kyiv Brotherhood
School (Academy). Lazar Baranovych
whom he later succeeded as Archbishop
of Chernihiv was rector. There were
other luminaries among the instructors
as well as among his fellow students.

After his education was completed
Theodosius was tonsured a monk at the
renowned Monastery (Lavra) of the
Caves in Kyiv, receiving the name of its
co-founder, St. Theodosius of the Kyiv
Caves. After ordination to the Priesthood
Theodosius eventually became the
Thumen (Abbot) of the ancient St.
Michael Vydubychi Monastery in Kyiv (in
1664). It flourished under his
leadership. He paid special attention to
Church choral singing — a tradition that
this Monastery continues to this day.

St. Theodosius’ ascetic struggles were
rendered the greater by accusations of a
political as well as theological nature.




AckeTnyHum noasuram Ce. deopocis
jonasana Tarap notpeba 3axuwatucs eig
3aKuAiB NoONITUYHOrO Ta 6OroCNoOBCHKOro
xapakTtepy. Ta CBATeUb 3a4epXyBaB CBOO
riaHicTb, 3406yBalO4YN APYXKHICTb Ta
rnoxeasny NpoBigHOro Myxa Llepkeu B
YkpaiHi, Apxuenunckona Jlasaps
bapaHoBMYa, AKMIM HagaB NOMYy TaKy
BMCOKO NMOXBaJsibHY OLiHKY: «OBeuka
cTaga XpUCTOBOro, sIKM HaB4Yae
CMUPEHHICTIO».

OToXx i He AuBYE Te, WO Konu Bnagunky
JNlaszaps Ha3HauyeHo MicTobntcTuTenem
KuiBcbkoi Mutpononii To BiH o6paB CB..
®deopgocia 6yTn CBOIM HaMiCHUKOM, SIK
Apxuenunckon YepHiriscbkuii. byno ue B p.
1692-my, To6TO Tinbku 4 poku nepea
YNOKOEHHSM CB. ®eogocis. Moro cnyxiHHs
6yno KopoTKoTpuBane asne NnocuibHe.
Konu BiH BigyyB HabAMXEHHS CBOro
BiAXoA4y BiA 3€MHOro cnyxiHHs BiH BMbpas
iHLWIOro AyxX0oBHOro ceito4a, IsaHa
MakcumoBuua, sikoro rocnoab BUAiKyBaB
noro monuteamu, wWob nepebpas 1ioro
Micue K ApXMENUCKON.

Mouwli Cs. ®eopocisa BUSABUANUCS
HETNIHHUMN N YyAOTBOPHUMMU i Oro
npocnasunn CeATUM y p. 1896-My, uepes
ABa CTONITTA Micnsa Moro ynokoeHHs. Konn
KOMYHICTW 3axXonunun Bnaay B YKpaiHi ixHi
3ycunng B 60poTbbi NpoTu penirii fosenu
[0 HacuIbHOro 3axonjeHHs 1oro Mowen 3
Cobopy B CBATO-Bopuco-Ini6cbkomy
MoHacTupi B YepHirosi Ao My3elo aTei3My
B JleHiHrpaai (CaHkT MNeTebypsi).
ToaiwHboro €nunckona, Maxomin,
NPUMYCU/IN BUKOHATN CYMHE 3aBAaHHS
BUHECTM MoLui i 3HATKN 3 HUX pu3n. Ta
nnaHun 6es3boxHukiB 6ynm 6e3nnigHi, 60 x
BUHAMLWIN BOHM, WO MoLli cnpasai
HeTNiHHI, a Bipyl4di Takn 3Haxoamnm
MOXJIMBICTb Yac Big Yacy rMoymTyBaTH ix
HaBiTb cepep aTeiCTUYHUX eKCMNOoHaTIB.

Micng ynaaky PagsHcekoi iMnepii Moui
CB. ®eofocisa NnoBepHYM B YepHiriB i noro
3apa3 yBaxkatoTb HafiiHUM 3aCTyNMHUKOM
ANna cTpaXaarwuux Bi4 paka, a nicnsa
YopHobunbcbKoi aBapii i Big
3axBOploBaHHA BiA paaiauii. Moro im’s

The Saint maintained his integrity,
gaining the friendship and admiration of
the prominent Ukrainian churchman,
Archbishop Lazar Baranovych, who gave
him the highly approving epithet: “a
sheep of the flock of Christ, teaching by
humility”.

Thus it was no surprise that, when
Vladyka Lazar was made the “locum
tenens” of the Kyiv Metropolia, he chose
St. Theodosius to be his replacement as
Archbishop of Chernihiv. This was in
1692 just four years prior to Theodosius
repose in the Lord. His work was brief
but intensive. Sensing that his
departure from earthly service was
approaching, the Saint chose another
spiritual luminary, John Maksymovych,
whom the Lord had healed by his
prayers, to replace him as Archbishop.

’

St. Theodosius’ relics proved to be
incorruptible and wrought miracles. He
was canonized in 1896, two centuries
after his repose. When the Communists
seized power in Ukraine their anti-
religious efforts included the removal of
his relics from their resting place in the
Cathedral in the Sts. Borys and Hlib
Monastery in Chernihiv to a museum in
Leningrad (St. Petersburg) promoting
atheism. The Bishop of the time,
Pachomius, had to do the sad work of
removing the relics and taking off the
Saints’ vestments. The atheists’ plan did
not bear fruit, however, for the relics
were found to be truly incorrupt and so
declared and believers would sneak in
and venerate them even in the midst of
the anti-religious displays.

After the fall of the Soviet empire St.
Theodosius’ relics were returned to
Chernihiv and he is currently considered
to be an effective intercessor for those
suffering from cancer and, after the
Chornobyl’ disaster, from radiation
sickness. His name is always mentioned
in the Proskomidia in Ukrainian
Orthodox Churches at the beginning of
Divine Liturgy as well as in the great




3aBXAN NOMMHAEMO B YKpaiHCbKil
MpasocnasHin Llepksi Ha MNpockomigii
nepep boxectBeHHo JliTyprieto Ta B vaci
cyryb6oi EKTeHii Ha YTpeHi.

Hexalt uen cMmnpeHHuin Ceatelb
Jornomarae€ i HaM CMUPEHHO NpauloBaTh 3
FocnoaoM y BCiX 3aBAaHHAX Ta BUKIMKAX
CBOro BIACHOIM0 3€MHOM0 CNYXiHHS.

intercession in the service of Matins.

May this humble Saint help us to humbly
work with the Lord in all the tasks and
challenges of our own earthly ministry.




