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«TMpecBsaTa Tpoiua paayeTbca To6oto,
CBaTMiA Bnagnko IHoOKkeHTIIO!>»

Ha 9-ro rpyaHs 3a rpuropigaHCbLKUM
KaneHgapem (ue - 26-ro nuctonaga 3a
ONISSHCLKMM) MU CBATKYEMO Nam’siTb LLe
ofHoro vyyaosoro CBATOro, IKOro Aas
Xpucty-l'ocnogy Hapog YkpaiHuu. Lle —
Ceatutenb |HOKeHTIN, nepwnin €nmckon Mm.
IpkyTCbKa B CunOipi.

Hapoguecs, sik IBaH Kynbunubkuin y
BM3HAYHIN LUNAXETCLKIN CiM'T Ha
YUepHiriBwmHi B YkpaiHi 6nm3ssko 1680 p.
HaB4aBcs y cnasHin KuiBcbkin [lyxoBHin
Akageminn i NPUNHAB YepHeYnin NoCTpUr y
Kueso-lNeuepcokin JlaBpi 3 imeHem
IHOKEHTI CKOpO NO 3aKiHYEHHIO CTyAin Aecb
y p. 1708. Monoauin MoHax BUSABUBCA OyXe
34i0HMM i NOro CKOPO BUCBATUNM 1 Nocnanu
BuknagaTtn B Cnos’aHo-I peLbKin-
JlTatuHebkin Akagemii y Mocksi B p. 1710.

“The Trinity delights in you, O Holy
Bishop Innocent.”

On December 9 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is November 26 on the
Julian) we celebrate the memory of
another of the marvelous Saints offered
to Christ by the people of Ukraine. It is
that of St. Innocent, the first Bishop of
Irkutsk in Siberia.

He was born Ivan Kulchyts'kyy to a
distinguished aristocratic family in the
Chernihiv region of Ukraine about the
year 1680. He attended the prestigious
Kyiv Spiritual Academy and accepted
monastic tonsure in the Kyivan
Monastery of the Caves taking the name
Innocent, shortly after his graduation in
about 1708. The young Monk was
clearly very talented and was soon
ordained and sent to teach at the
Moscow Slavonic-Greek-Latin Academy
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KuiBcbky Mutpononii nepeganu B
topucaukuito Liepken MocKoBCbKOI B p.
1686 i amOiTHUI Llap MeTpo 3aB3sATO
Hamarascs MigHeCTn KynbTYPHUI PiBEHb
CBOEI iMnepii go pewTa €sponu. BiH ans
LibOro 4acTo KOpMUCTaBCs 3 TanaHTiB
ykpaiHcbkoro [lyxoBeHcTBa 60 X Ui B
OinbLocTi 6ynu GinbL WMPOKO MUCASTHUMUN
YMM MOCKOBCbKE.

Kypc »uTTs IHOKEHTIA po3BMBaBCS
onunckaBn4Ho. Yepes 4 poku BiH CTaB
npedektom Akagemil, B AKin Buknagas. Y p.
1719 BiH We BULLE NiAHABCA B cnasi 1
Burogi. Moro nepexecnu go Cesito-
Onekcangpo-Hescbkoi [laBpu B
MeTepbypsi, npekpacHOMYy HOBOMY MICTi,
ske 6yaysas Llap MNeTpo. HazHaumnum horo
1 ronoBHUM [JyXOBHMKOM MOCKOBCBLKOI
dnoTun a Toai n HamicHmkom Jlaspu. Y p.
1721 noro BUCBATMNM Ha €nuckona
MepesicnaBcbKoro.

A TOAi IHOKEHTIN NPUHAB BUpILLanbHU
KPOK: MOKWUHYTUW BUTigHE XnTTHa npodecopa-
OYyXOBHOro-agMiHictTpaTopa 3 noxsanamu Ta
NPUAHATU BUKIUK MICIOHEPCBKOI npaui Ha
nanekomy Cxogi. licns poky nogopoxi BiH
Jinwos oo kopaoHy Kutato ane Tyam noro
He BrycKanu fiekinoka pokis. BiH XuB y
BENUKNX 3MMAHAX, HE Malo4m 3MOru
BMKOHATW CBOE NPU3HAYeHHs, 6e300MHUIA,
©e3pobiTHUIM Ha TUCAUI KinomeTpiB
BigganeHun Big pigHUX 3eMenb.

Ta ue 6yB yac rnmboKoro AyxXOBHOMO
NPOCBITNEHHS Ansa IHOoKeHTiga. BiH BupiwuB,
LLIO B HbOTO - NOKIMKaHHS 06CnyXyBaTh
nogen cepen aknx sHaxogmecd. CTaB BiH
nepwunm E€nMcKonom HOBO CTBOPEHOI
€napxii IpkyTcbkoi y Cubipi i 3aHypuBca y
uin npadi. Yomycb diHaHcK ans roro
TpyAais He npubynu Big iMnepii Mamxke 4o
KiHUS MOro XXUTTA 3a 4 poKK Big Noro
CNyXiHHA €nnckonom |pKyTCbKuM.

Ta BNpoaoBxX Tnx 4-ox NiT IHOKEHTIN
BM3Ha4aBcs, sk Jywnactup, Typbytounch
notpebamu NnacTem siK AYXOBHUMMW TaK i
di3nyHUMK. X0 | He MaB (piHaHCOBOI
NiATPUMKM iMnepil BCe OOHO BiOKPUB i
npoBaauB ABi LUKOMN — MOHIOSIbCbKY Ta
pocincbKy Yepes cBit MoHacTup Cs.

in 1710.

The Metropolia of Kyiv had come under
the jurisdiction of the Church of Moscow
in 1686 and the ambitious Tsar Peter
was determined to bring his empire up
to European standards. Talented
Ukrainian clergy, who were usually a
good deal more broad-minded than their
Russian colleagues, were often key
players in the Tsar’s plans for this.

Innocent’s accession was stellar. Within
4 years he was made prefect of the
Academy in which he taught. In 1719 he
moved even closer to glory and comfort.
He was transferred to the St. Alexander
Nevsky Lavra in St. Petersburg, the
glittering new city constructed by the
Tsar. He was named the chief Pastor of
the Moscow fleet and then made vice-
rector of the Lavra. In 1721 he was
consecrated Bishop of Pereyaslav.

Then Innocent made a fateful decision:
to relinquish the comfortable life of an
acclaimed professor-priest-administrator
and take up the challenge of mission
work in the far East. After a year’s travel
he arrived at the border of China, but
was denied entry for several years. He
lived in poverty and great want, unable
to fulfill his appointment, homeless,
unemployed and thousands of
kilometers away from his native land.

However it was a time of spiritual
enlightenment for Innocent. He decided
that he would minister to the people
where he found himself. He became the
first Bishop of the newly-created
Eparchy of Irkutsk in Siberia and threw
himself into his work. Curiously, the
financial support for his work did not
come from the empire until just before
his repose within 4 years of his service
as Bishop of Irkutsk.

During those four years St. Innocent
distinguished himself as a Pastor, caring
for the needs of his flock, both spiritual
and physical. Without the financial




BosHeciHHA. Ha BecHi 1728 p. okonuuto
bawkan 3arpoxyBaB rosioq 4epes nocyxy.
Bnaguka IHOKEHTI HakasaB Cry>XUTK
MonebeHb nig kiHeupb KoxHOI JTiTyprii ax 4o
Ceara lNpopoka Inni (2-ro cepnHs), sskoro
Monuteu npuHecnu KiHeLb 7-OM pokam
nocyxu B I3paini. Lli moniHHsa 3006ynu
Haropogy y BMAi BENUKOro cnagy oLy
came B JeHb, SKOoro npuaHaymse Cs.
IHOKeHTin — Ha CeaTo MNMpopoka Inni.

Pokn 3nugHiB i cnabke 3g0opoB’ss npmeenu
00 BNokoeHHA CB. IHOKeHTiA y [ocnoai Ha
9-ro rpyaHsa 1731 y paHHbOMYy BiUi 51 niT.
MoxopoHunu noro Tino nig MNpectonom
nepe.’siHoi Llepken MoHacTtupsi. bys
BOroHb Aecb B p. 1766 Ta BiH He NoOLWIKOANB
TiNy i 3HaANLWLINN, LLIO BOHO — HETIIHHE.
CTinbku 4yg Bigbynocs BHacnigok noro
3aCTyNHULUTBA, LLIO MOro NpocnaBunu
Ceatum y p. 1804.

Ta umm BunpoboByBaHHA CBATOro He
3akiHunnucs. Moro MoLwi koHdickyBanm
Binbwosukn y p. 1921, Hagitounch
JoKasaTu HUMMU, LLIO HEeTNiHHICTL MolwiB
Crpu4MHeHa AKMMUCb 0COBMBUMMU
npoueaypamm 3i CTOPOHN LLePKOBHUX
NPOBIgHKKIB, AKi Baxxanu uum o6aypuTu
BipHMX. Ta IXHi HAaMaraHHs1 He NPUHecnK
GaxkaHoro pesynbTaTty i BOHM BUPILLMAN
nporosiowysaTtu, WO AesKi Tina npoxoaaTb
«NpupogHy MyMidikauio» i BUCTaBnNAnNu
Mouui CBsTOro y pisHMXx mMy3esix rig Ha3Bow
«Cubipcbka mymisay». Lle BunpoboByBaHHSA
3akiHdnnocs 2-ro sepecHs 1990, konu noro
Mouwii noBepHynu go KadegpanbHoro
Cobopy y 3HameHcbkomy XKiHovomy
MoHacTupi B IpKyTCbKYy Ha NpeBenuky
pagicTb BipHUX.

Hexan Bor 3acTynHuuTeoM Moro
CMUpeHHoro Ta pesHoro Cnyru Cs.
IHOKeHTId, nepworo €nnckona IpkyTcbkoro
3aBXxam gonomarae Ham nocesa4vyBaTh Bce
CBOE XMTTH Ha CnyxiHHs Vlomy y yacax
000puX i 3anKx, 3aBXan Npuragyroum Te, Wo
«bor y BcboMy gie Ha obpo ansa Tux, Wwo
nobnaTte Moro Ta wo noknukaxi 3a Moro
Hamipamn” (PumnsH 8:28). AMiHb.

support of the empire he still managed
to open and run two schools, one in
Mongolian and one in Russian through
his Holy Ascension Monastery. In the
spring of 1728 the Baikal region was
threatened by famine due to drought.
Bishop Innocent decreed that a Moleben’
be served at the end of each Liturgy to
end at the Feast of St. Elias (August 2),
whose prayers brought rain to Israel
after 7 years of drought. These prayers
were rewarded by a huge rainfall on the
very day St. Innocent had designated -
the Feast of St. Elias.

Years of want and fragile health led to
St. Innocent’s falling asleep in the Lord
on December 9, 1731, at the early age
of 51 years. His body was interred under
the Holy Table of the wooden Church of
the Monastery. A fire, sometimes in
1766, did not harm the body and it was
discovered to be incorrupt. So many
miracles ensued as a result of his
intercession that he was canonized in
1804.

More trials were ahead for the Saint. His
relics were confiscated in 1921 by the
Bolsheviks, who hoped to prove by them
that Saints’ relics were rendered
seemingly incorrupt as a result of some
special processes done by Church
authorities to deceive the faithful. Their
efforts were fruitless and they decided
to proclaim that some bodies could
undergo a “natural mummification” and
put St. Innocent’s body on exhibit in
various museums with the simple title of
“Siberian mummy”. This trial came to an
end on September 2, 1990, when his
relics were restored to the Cathedral in
the Women’s Monastery of the Sign in
Irkutsk to the joy of the faithful.

May God, by the intercessions of His
humble and zealous servant, St.
Innocent, first Bishop of Irkutsk, ever
help us to dedicate all our lives to His
service in good times and in bad,
recognizing that “in all things God works
for the good of those who love Him, who




have been called according His purpose”
(Romans 8:28). Amen.
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