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16-ta Hepina no

M'aTupecatHuui: Ocb
Tenep 4Yac npMeMHuMN!

Sixteenth Sunday after

Pentecost:
Now is the time!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

Cs. An. lNaBno Kaxe HaM y
CbOroaHiwHboMy Anoctoni (2 KopuHTsH
6:1-10): «A MK, K cNiBpOBITHUKY,
6naraemo, wo6 Bn boxoi 6naroaati He
6panu HapgapMo... Ocb Tenep 4vac
NPUEMHMI, OCb Tenep AeHb CraciHHsA!»

KoMeHTylouM uto untaty BU3HAUYHUI
LWOTNAHACbKMI 6i6niNHNIA HayKkoBeLb,
Buniam bapknei nucas: «€ Take — i ue

BiYyHa

Tpareaisa — 9K HiBeyeHH4

6naroparti... Tak 6yBae konu bor gae
moaam ycio Ceoto bnarogaTtb a BOHM Aaini
NAoyTb CBOIM 6e3rny3anM LWNSaXOoM i
HiBeyaTb 6bnarogaTb, Aska mMorna 6 ix
nepeTsopuTun, i Xpucrta 3HOBYy UUM
pO3MNuMHatoTb | 3HOBY po3buBatoTb Boxe
cepue». (The Letters to the Corinthians,
The Daily Study Bible; Epinbypr, 1971, cT.

236).

St. Paul tells us in today’s Epistle (2
Corinthians 6:1-10): “We then, as
workers together with Him also plead
with you not to receive the grace of God
in vain... Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of
salvation”.

Commenting on this passage, the
renowned Scottish Biblical scholar,
William Barclay, wrote: “There is such a
thing - and it is eternity’s tragedy - as
the frustration of grace... It is when God
gives men all His grace and they take
their own foolish way and frustrate the
grace which might have recreated them
that once again Christ is crucified and
the heart of God is broken.” (The Letters
to the Corinthians, The Daily Study
Bible; Edinburgh, 1971, p. 236).

We do not live in the past or in the
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Mu He XMBEMO Hi B MUHYJ/IOMY Hi B
ManbyTHbOMY. Mu XunBemo TyT — Tenep.
BaxxnvBo 4519 AYXOBHOIO XUTTA KOPUCTaTH
3 Cy4yacHOl XBUINHU. AKWO € nepes HaMu
wo-Hebyab nobpe Ana BUKOHAHHSA —
3pob6iMo Ue cborogHi. SAkwo € wo-Hebyab
rPiXOBHE B HALWOMY >XWUTTi, WO MW YNHWUIN
UM MNJAHYEMO YMHUTU — NOKAMMOCH B
LUbOMY CbOrogHi. XBUJMHa He Bi4YHO
TpmBaTuMe. HacTtaHe vac, konu gobpo,
Haj AKMM 3a4yMYBalMCb — Ha 3aBXAM
MoXe 6yTn HazaBXAM HEeOOCSXHUM. Takox
MOXe NMPUIATK Yac, KoM Hawe cepue
HacCTi/IbKW 3aTBepAHe, WO MU He CXO4YeMOo
KasaTUCSA — WO HaBiTb AyMKa Mpo Te, Wo
Tpeba kasTucsa 6yae Ham orMaHol.

Lle MM MycuMMO piliatu: um nTnume 3a
HawwuMm f'ocnogoM IcycoM XpUCTOM uun Hi?
He cnia HaM BiakagatT ue pilleHHsa Ha
SIKYCb MabyTHIO XBUJINHY, KON
MaTMMeMo binblue BiIbHOro 4acy um
CUAbHILWOT BONi UTU 3@ HUM — MOXE KOJN
BXe 6yaeMo ctapwmMm i He Tak
CXUIbHUMW BAA@BATUCA NepesiTHUM BTiXaM.
Mn MycuMmo pimTn NTKM 3a HUM CbOroaHi -
TEMEP! Mu, MOXXNnBO, BXe piwanu ue B
MUHYNOMY — MOXe 1 YyacTo. Bupiwanmo
pobuTKn Tak 3HoBY - TEMEP! Abo,
MOXJ/IMBO, MU CNOTUKANUCH UM
NpoBaIMINCb Y CBOEMY pillEHHI B
MWHYJIOMY: PO3MOYHIMO 3HOBY CbOrOAHI -
TEMEP! Ocb Tenep npneMHmin yac. Ocb
Tenep AeHb CraciHHA.

Mun He npgemo 3a Cnacutenem, TOMY WO MU
cTanu Manmxe AOCKOHaJMMKN, YM TOMY LLO
MK Taki fobpi. Mn nagemo 3a Cnacutenem,
TOoMy Wo ue BIH dopora i Mpasaa i Xutrs
(IBaHa 14:6). Haw lMNocnoab -
Munoctueuii: BiH npolwae Hawi rpixm 60 x
3HA€ Hawi HeMoui. Lle HaMara4nchb inm
3a HuM, Wwo mu ctaemo fobpumu i
BAOCKOHAaNEMOChL. He BiaMoBNANMO cobi
CMOKO, pagocCTi i AiCHOI BTiXM
NpUCYTHOCTI F'ocnoada B HalOMy
LWOAEHHOMY XWUTTI.

locnogb, K >xepeno crnpaBXHbOi
cBoboaun, He HaKMAAETbCS Ha Hac 3
BUMOrot nigkopuTucs Momy. Tak pobnsiTh
noauv i Bnani Ayxu, gKi nparHyTb BAacTi Ta

future. We live here and now. It is
important in spiritual life to take
advantage of the present moment. If
there is anything good before us to do -
let us do it today. If there is something
sinful in our lives that we have been
doing or thinking of doing - let us
repent of it today. The moment will not
last forever. There will come a time
when the good deed we were thinking of
doing may be forever out of our reach.
There may also come a time when our
heart will be so hard that we will not
want to repent - that the very thought
of repentance will become loathsome to
us.

It is up to us to decide: shall we follow
our Lord: Jesus Christ, or not? We must
not put off this decision for some future
time when we will have more leisure or
a stronger will to follow Him - perhaps
when we are older and less inclined to
indulge ourselves in fleeting pleasures.
We must decide to follow Him today -
NOW! We may have decided to do so in
the past - perhaps numerous times.
Let’s decide again to do so again -
NOW! Or we may have wavered or failed
in our decision in the past: let’s start all
over again today - NOW! Now is the
acceptable time. Now is the day of
salvation.

We do not follow the Saviour because
we have become nearly perfect or
because we are such good people. We
follow the Saviour because He IS the
Way, the Truth and the Life (John 14:6).
Our Lord is merciful: He pardons our
sins, for He knows our weakness. It is in
the effort of following Him that we
become good and are perfected. Let us
not deny ourselves the peace, the joy
and real pleasure of the Lord’s company
in our daily lives.

The Lord, as the Source of true liberty,
does not assault us with the demand
that we submit to Him. That is the way
of humans and fallen spirits lusting for
power and domination. The Lord? He




naHyBaHHSA. A lF'ocnoab? BiH CTOITb Npu
ABepsaAxX Haworo cepus i CTykae
(OakpoBeHHSa 3:20). Ak 6aunTe B UiN
IkoHi, ska 306paxye uen Bipw y HoBomy
3aBiTi, ABepi Ti HE MOXHa BIAKPUTU 3-
30BHi. Lle MK, noyvyBLK CTYKIT Icyc Ha
ABepsAX Haworo cepusi, MyCMMO BiAYNHUTH
Womy, wo6 snyctutn Moro 6yt 3 Hamu.

He HexTynMO uen cTykiT N'ocnogHin. He
3acMmydyinmo [yxa Boxoro, Akuin
HeyCTaHHO i€, Wwob npMBecTn HacC A0
cnaciHHSA. He BigknganMo Ui 4yyaoBy
nobos NocnoaHto. Mocnyxanmo
HaniMHEHHS. He po3nunHainmo Xpucrta
3HOBY i1 3HOBY, BiAMOBnSOUM Momy
AOCTYyny A0 HALWOro cepus, HaWoro yma Ta
HaLLOro XuTTH, B pe3yfbTaTi 4oro, sK
obpas3Ho nuwe bapknen Mn 3HOBY
po3bnBaemo «boxe cepue»..

Mpwuiimatoun Moro, sk ceoro Bnaawnky,
csBoro Buutens, ceoro lNposigHuKa i cBOro
[pyra 3anesHiog, wo Mocnoab
NepeTBOPUTbL Halle MUHYNE, Halwe
CyyacHe N Halle MabyTHE Ha BiYHe
Llapcteo Boxe. Jlioan 4aCcTo HacTOKKTb
Ha TOMY, WO MUHYNe - He nepepobutun. €
neBHa iCTUHa B UbOMY TBepAXXeHHI0. Ane
Konu Mmn naemo Ao bora, 3HauyeHHs -
HanpsAMOK — TOro MMHYJIOIO MiHAETbLCA.
BoHa nepeTBopeHe 3 Npoaory Ao icropii
TEMPSABW W po3nady Ha Nposor Ao ictopii
MOBHOI CBiTNa Ta paaocTi!

stands at the door of our hearts and
knocks (Revelation 3:20). As you may
see in this Icon which illustrates that
verse of the New Testament, the door
may not be opened from the outside. It
is up to us, upon the door of whose
hearts Jesus is knocking, to open it to
Him and let Him in and be with us.

Let’s not ignore this knock of the Lord.
Let us not keep on grieving the Spirit of
God, Who works unceasingly to bring us
to salvation. Let’s not reject this
wonderful love of the Lord. Let’s heed
the admonition. Let’s not crucify Christ
over and over again by refusing Him
access to our hearts, our minds and our
lives, with the result that, as Barclay
puts it in such a picturesque way, “the
heart of God is broken”.

Our accepting Him as our Master, our
Teacher, our Guide and our Friend
assures us that the Lord will transform
our past, our present and our future into
the eternal Kingdom of God. People
often insist that the past can not be
changed. There is obvious truth in that
statement. But as we move towards
God, the meaning - the direction - of
that past changes. It changes from
being the prologue to a story of
darkness and despair into one that is full
of light and joy!




