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CimHapusTa Hepinsa No
MN'aTmpecaTHuni:
Ipono6opcrBo — po36bummo
cBoil inonun!

Seventeenth Sunday after
Pentecost: Idoloclasm -

Smash Your Idols!
Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

C

FOLINCOOPBILCOT:
PUSCARLGhOB LTI
AT ACH: Tddhs:

«[A]xa 3roga nomixx BoXxxMmM xpamom
Ta igponamun? bo Bn xpam bora »Knsoro».
Take nUTaHHS NOCTaBreHe — i B CaMOMYy X
NUTaHHI Maemo 1 Bignosiab — y Opyromy
MocnanHi C.. An. MNaena oo KopuHTSH
(6:16-7:1), Ake CbOroAHi YNTaemMo B
Anoctoni. bor Ta igonu: ocb OBi
B3aEMOBMKITHOYHI MPOTUIEXHOCTI, NOAiIGHI
0o ceitna n tempsasu. OgHa apyry BUnyyae.
Cs. IBaH 3onoToycTuin nuLie npo Le ocb K:
«Y1 ™M Hocuw Bora B co0i, i gani Taku
Oikuw oo Hux (uebTo Jo igonis — itOK)?
Bora, Akui 3 HUMKM HIYOro CniNbHOro He
Mae?»

Lli cnoBa manu Hac 3acTtaHoOBUTU. AK
XpUCTUAHK, OXPELLEHI Ta MMPONOMasaHi,
MU X i HocuMo B cobi Bora. He BiacyTHin
BiH i B HEXPUCTUSAHMU, SK Kaxe HaMm Halla
Bipa, 60 x KOXHa ftognHa HapoaXKyeTbCA 3
obpasom boxnm HauepTaHuMm y cobi, i
KOXXeH nparHe 6yTu B TICHOMY €QHaHHI 3
Hum. Lle x rpixonagiHHa HaHecno
3aMillaHHA 1 BigYY>KEHHS NOANHI, i
BiABOSIKae Hac Big CrNpaBXHbOro
nis3HaBaHHA camux cebe (A0 Yoro 3aknukas
i CokparT i Haw Benukun puropin
CkoBopoga), a 3 UMM i Big NocnigoBHOro
NpOCyBaHHA 4O OCTATOYHOrO 3a40BOSIEHHS
CBOIX cnpaBXHix noTpeb. 3amicTb Lboro mu

“What agreement has the temple
of God with idols? For you are the temple
of the living God”. Such is the question
posed — and the very question answers
itself in St. Paul’s Second Letter to the
Corinthians (6:16-7:1) which we read in
today’s Epistle. God and idols — these are
two mutually exclusive opposites, like light
and darkness. The one rules the other
out. St. John Chrysostom puts it thus: “Do
you bear God within you and run to them,
God, Who has nothing in common with
them?”

These words must give us pause.
As Christians, baptized and chrismated,
we have God dwelling within us. Non-
Christians, as well, our Faith tells us, are
not without God, since every human is
born with the image of God imprinted
upon them, and each longs to be in
communion with Him. It is because sin
has brought confusion and alienation that
we are diverted from knowing our true
selves (Socrates and our own great
Hryhoriy Skovoroda urge us to pursue this
most important vocation), and so from
moving consistently towards the ultimate
satisfaction of our true needs. Instead we
go after idols. We go after that which is
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»KeHemochb 3a igonamm! Mu npsmyemo oo
TOro, Wwo He € borom — i Big LbOro »
cTapaemocb 3000yTy Te, 4Oro TiNbKu OAMH
bor moxe gaTu: Cnokin, 3HaHHA, CPaBXHIO
cuny, po3paay, CNpaexXHIO Hacosnoay.
O6nyaHe 3a40BONEHHS, SIKE Aa0Tb ifonu -
30BCiM XBuneBe. Halle nparHeHHs HUM
30BCiM He 3aCMNOKOKETLCS.

A xTOCb 3anuTae: «A Lo X Take
ifonn? Ym BoHM npocTto 60K BUPOONeEHi 3
aepesa, KameHs UM metany? Y moxe BOHU
3nobHi ecTBa, AKi BUMaratoTb IOACBKUX
YKEPTBOMPUHOLLIEHL?» Taknm NPOTUBHUM Ta
MEpP3EeHHMM rMagoTam, Ha Xarnb, fiogn Takn
cnpaegi, 6yBano, NoknoHaAnmcsd Bikamu. Ta
CbOroAHi B HaC igonu Oinblle 3amackoBaHi
— Ta 1 npuBabnumeiLli. BoHu: rpouli, Bnaaa,
cTaTeBa Hacornoga — Le X nuilie Aekinbka 3
HannonynsipHiwmnx. Ao n danblumBa ysiBa
npo Te, kum mu €. Hacnpaegi 6yab Lo
MOXe CTaTu igoNIOM — B TOMY YMCIIi I
nto6oB Ao 6aTbKiBLUMHK Ta 40 CBOro
Hapoay. |ogonu HanHebe3neyYHiwi — He Ti, aKi
CTpaLlHi Ta HAaCTUPNUBI, a Ti, SIKi Ha BUrNSA
NPUEMHI | SKOM TO NPOMNOHYIOTL HaM Te,
yoro My 6axxaemo matu. B Tomy uucni i Te,
4Oro NponoHye Ham peniria. lgon — ue
KOXHa cnpaBa, sika B Hac 3abupae Micle
bora. HegasHs icTopisa HaLLOl NnaHeTn Bxe
Jana HaMm TpariyHi npuknaan Toro, Wwo
OyBae, Konu ue peniria 3abupae micue
Bora, Aknin Hac cTtBopwmB, Akunn Cebe Ham
06’aBnse Ta AKoMy NOKMNMKaHI MU CRYXUTW.

Ane sk )Xe ToAi OMUHYTW CITYXIHHS
ijlonam, Kornv BOHU HaBiTb MOXYTb
npuxosyBaTUCA Nig BUAOM 6naropogHoi
penirii (a BiACYTHICTb Takol makox fana
HaM >XaxImBi NPUKNaan rHobneHHs Ta
pyiHn)? A ocb ak: Tpeba ctaBuTtun bora Ta
BOMIO oro Ha nepLLomy MicLii B HaLoMy
XUTTA | CBIAOMO HamaraTuca CryxuTu
Womy koxHoro axs. [ina usoro Tpeba
CMUPEHHS, YBaXKHOCTI Ta HEYCTaHHOro
NOLLYKY YNCTOTK 30py. Liboro B Hac He byae
6e3 monuTBM Ta NocTy, 6e3 cTpumaHoCTi Ta
avecumnniin. He npuinge BOHO Ham came
cobolto, 6e3 yyacTi iHwunx noaen. Ham
KoH4e Tpeba Hapoay boxoro — Ham
notpibHa Liepksa. Ham noTpibHO MoOnunTOB,
nopag i nepecTopor, NpoLUeHHs, npuknagis,

not God in a vain attempt to gain from it
that which only God can give: peace,
knowledge, true power, comfort, true
pleasure. The counterfeit satisfaction
obtained from idols is most fleeting — our
yearning remains unsatisfied.

Someone may ask: “But what do
you mean by idols? Gods made out of
wood, stone or metal? Evil things which
demand human sacrifices?” Alas, such
loathsome and abominable things have
indeed been worshipped by humans for
ages. Today, however, there are more
subtle idols: money, power, sexual
gratification, to name a few of the more
popular ones. Or a false image of who we
are. In fact, anything can become an idol
— yes, even good things, such as love of
one’s country and people. The most
dangerous idols are not the ones that are
frightening and aggressive — but rather
those which are pleasant and seem to
offer the things that we want to have.
Even the things offered by religion. An idol
is anything that takes the place of God.
Recent world history has provided tragic
examples of what happens when it is
religion that takes the place of the God
Who made us, Who has revealed Himself
to us, and Whom we are called to serve.

How does one, then, avoid serving
idols, when they can even present
themselves in the form of a noble religion
(the absence of which has also given us
horrible examples of oppression and
destruction). It is by placing God and His
will first in our lives, and consciously
seeking to serve Him each and every day.
This requires humility, attentiveness and
the persistent quest for clarity of vision. It
is not done without prayer and fasting,
without abstinence and discipline. It will
not come of itself, without the participation
of others. We need the people of God —
we need the Church. We need the
prayers, the counsel and admonishments,
the forgiveness, the examples, the
experience of our brothers and sisters.
We, too, have valuable things to give
others. We help each other to smash idols




[ocsigy Hawwmx bpartis i cectep. Mu Takox
MaeMO BapTIiCHI cnpasu, Sknx morimn 6 gatu
iHW¥M. My gonomaraemo OAHi 0 gHUM
namaTu igonu i nTn 3a borom. Ocb IkoHa,
sika Nokasye 3HULLEeHHs igonis Monnteoto
Cs. HiHu NpyauHcbKoT (onucaHe TyT
aHIMiNCbKOK MOBOH).

lNepemora Hag igonamu
3000yBaETLCA NOCTYNOBO — Lie X NpoLec.
Lle wocb Take, Hag 4um Tpeba npauoBaTy,
3aBXam Tpymarodn nepes coboto Benmy
Haropogu. Ce. IBaHa 3onoToycTunn kaxe
Hawm, LLIO BOHa noAaginHa: «Pasom i
BW3BOJSIEHHS Bif NYKaBoOro i egHaHHsA 3
Borom». Yu xx moxxemo mu cobi ysaBuTu, WO
3a pagictb i cBoboay MaTMMeMo My TOAI,
Konm mmn 6yaemMo HasaBXau BilbHUMU Bif
31a — Konu 3noBGHIiCTb Ta cnokycu 6yayTb
HasaBxgun no3baeneHi Oyab Akoi cunu Hag
Hamu, WOO CTpaLUnTK Hac, LWob Hac
CMOHYKYBaTW YMHUTK Ta TOBOPUTU Te, 4YOro
MU crpaBai He BaXXaeMOo YNHUTK YK
roBoputn? Y Mmoxxemo My cobi ysButu Ty
pagictb Ta AuBo nepebyBaHHA HEBIAMIHHO
Ha3aBXau B €4HOCTI 3 Borom, HaLIUM
TeopueM, Camnm [>xepenom BCbOro XUTTS
Ta TBOPYOCTi — i UMM XKe piBHO X 30 BCiMa
icTOTamu Ta BCiM TBOPIHHAM?

Lo 3a 4ygosi Haropoau! Matoum ix
Ha yBasi, CTynanmo Bnepea, sik 4o6pi BOSKK
"ocnogHi, namatouu igonis, sKi CTPUMYIOTb
Hac, i HIKOSIM HE 3YMUHSYUCD, OOKU 1
OoCsArHEMO TOro, A Yoro amaraeémMochb, o
TOro, Ans 4Yoro My CTBOPEHI, 40 TOro, Ynm
MU cnpasgi € — boxi yniobneHi gitn. AMiHb.

and follow God. Here is an Icon which
depicts the destruction of idols through the
prayers of St. Nina of Georgia.

The victory over idols in our own
lives is something which is achieved
gradually — in process. It is something to
be worked at, keeping in mind the
greatness of the prize. St. John
Chrysostom tells us that this prize is
twofold: “Both to be delivered from what is
evil, and to be made one with God”. Can
we imagine the joy and freedom that will
be ours when we are forever free of evil —
when malice and temptation no longer
have any power at all over us, to make us
afraid, to make us do and say the things
that we do not really wish to do and say?
Can we imagine the joy and wonder of
being forever one with God, our Creator,
the very Source of all life and creativity —
and so with all persons and all creations?

Wonderful prizes indeed! Keeping
them in mind, let us go forward like good
soldiers of the Lord, destroying the idols
that hold us back, fighting on and never
giving up until we attain that for which we
strive, that for which we are created, that
which we truly are: God’s beloved
children. Amen.



http://wordfromthedesert.squarespace.com/meditations/2011/1/12/the-conversion-of-kartli-by-nino.html
http://wordfromthedesert.squarespace.com/meditations/2011/1/12/the-conversion-of-kartli-by-nino.html

