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Ce. CeiTnaHa, CamapaHKa

St. Photina, the Samaritan Woman
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«Yu BiH He XpucToc? »

Y M'aty Heginto nicng Nacku Mu 3ragyemo
3ycTpiy [ocnoga Icyca Xpucta 3 CaMapsHKOIO.
Sk i B YeTBepTy Hepinto TeMa — 3HauiHHA
BockpeceHHs XpUCTOBOro Ansg nwoacrea. ¥
YeTBepTy Hepinto LlepkBa ycBigoMAs€ Hac, WO
Xpucrtose BockpeceHHs NpUHEeCso HaM
cuineHHsa. o Toro, sk Mu nisHanu Focnoaa, Ak
Haworo Bockpecnoro Llaps Mun Mornm Tifibku
nexaTu 4m NoB3aTu i yekaTu, Wwob HaM
noroMmir AHren. 3apas XXe MU MOXeEMO
BCTaBaTu i BUaABNATK gina focnogni. Y M'aty
Heginto Mmn 3Haxoaumo, wo Bockpecnui
Xpuctoc ga€e HaMm [lyxa CBATOro, sk
HeBuuepnHe [Ixepeno XXusoi Boaun, ska
BiACBIXYE HAC i BCiX fOBKOJA HAcC pajicTio,
Hagiew Ta BigBarow npautosaTn ansg Focnoaa.

“Could this be the Christ?”

The Fifth Sunday after Pascha is dedicated to
recalling the conversation between Jesus and
the Samaritan Woman. The theme, as on the
Fourth Sunday, is the meaning of Christ’s
Resurrection for humanity. On the Fourth
Sunday we realized that the Resurrection has
brought us wholeness. Whereas before that we
did indeed come to know the Lord as our Risen
King, we could only lie around or crawl and
wait for an Angel to help us, now we can get
up and walk and show forth the works of the
Lord. On the Fifth Sunday we find that the
Risen Christ gives us the Holy Spirit, as an
inexhaustible spring of living water, refreshing
us and all around us with joy, hope and
courage to work for the Lord.
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CamapsiHka, yepes sky ['ocnogb BUSBSE LI
paaicHy 3BiCTKY BigoMa B Llepksi, sk ®oTiHa, a
no-yKpaiHCbKoMy CBiT/1aHa. 3Ha4viHHS LUbOro
iM’a — XiHKa-cBiTNo. I TakuM BoHa 1 cTana
nicnsa Toro, K NpoceiTMB 1i Xpucrtoc-rocnoab.
LlepkBa onosigae, Wwo BoHa MOTIiM Miluna XUTu
B KapdareHi i BigBa>xHO nponosiayBana
€BaHrenito TaM i B CMUpHi. Mana BoHa ABOX
cuHiB: BikTopa (sikoro noTiM Ha3Banu ®OTiHOM
B YecTb oro 4yoBoi MaTepi) i Moces, Ta
n'aTe go4yok: AHatonto, doty, PoTigy,
Mapackesito i Kupisikito.

BikTOp CNy>XWB Yy BINCbKY PUMCbKOI0
iMmnepaTtopa HepoHa, skuin 6yB BigoMuii 3a
MOro XOpPCTOKICTb Ta NCUXIYHY Heayry.
Boxesinnsa noro ocob6amMBo NposiBAANIOCH Y
HEenoramoBaHi HEHaBUCTI A0 XPUCTUSH. 3a
Moro Haka3om DOTIiHY i BCiX i AiTen KOpCTOKO
My4uan i ctpatmnu. Ta npu TOMY iTanincbkum
ypsaHuk, CeBacTisiH, | cama goyka HepoHa,
[JoMHiHa, HaBepHynuca o Xpucrta. CeiTnaHa
ocArHyna BiHeub My4YeHuKa, KOnu il BKUHYNN B
KPUHULLIO.

Lle x Toai, KON BOHA nMpuiwia A0 KPUHUUI No
Boay B Camapii (o rog. 12:00 B cnekoTi AHS,
Wob YHMKHYTU CNETHI Ta pi3bKi AOKOPW iHLINX
XIHOK, SIKi MpUXOAWKN 3paHKy), BOHa 3ycTpina
Yuntens, AKuin nepemiHmB ii XUTT4,
BioKpuBLWIKM Ans Hei [Bepi ao Pato. Y CBoii
po3MoBi 3 Heto 'ocnoab Icyc BuaABKMB, WO BiH -
cnpasgi Mecis, Xpucroc, lNMomasaHnk Boxuin.
BiH BnagHo BigkMHYB 3ab0poHy NpuaaHO
pPO3MOBAATU 3 XKIHKOI, AK TaKOX i BOPOXHEUY
[0 camapsiH, ska 6yna 3acTaBnssa MewkKaHLUiB
I3paina obxoantn Camapito y CBOiX
nogopoXax. 3arnpolweHHa flocnoaa
NOKNOHATUCSA Bory «B AycCi Ta B iCTUHI»
nyHatoTb Yepes Biku! KiHeub nMuemMipHuMm,
JiMwe NoBepxoBMM BUKOHYBaHHSAM obpsaiB Ta
HakasiB. 3aMicTb Uboro BiH 3aknukae fo
CMUPEHHOCTI, NMPaBAOMOBHOCTI Ta Bipu Takoi,
sKa LWAaHYe i nackasa A0 iHWnX.

HoBoMyueHuK 0. OnekcaHaep MeHb 3aBBaXye
LWocb goAaTKkoBe B po3MoBi locnoaa 3i
CeiTnaHoto CaMapsaHkor. BiH kaxe: «Xpucroc
NOBEPHYB XiHUI Ty JIIOACbKY FAHICTb, AKY BiA
Hei 6ynu Bigibpann, a TakoxXx nNpaso MaTu
OyXOBHi noTpebu. Big Tenep ii micue He

The Samaritan woman through whom the Lord
revealed this glad news is known in the Church
as Photina (or Svitlana in Ukrainian). The
name signifies “woman of the Light”. And
indeed so did she become following her
enlightenment by Christ. The Church relates
that she later came to live and proclaim the
Gospel of Christ in Carthage and Smyrna. She
had two sons, Victor (who later came to be
called Photinus after his wonderful mother)
and Joses, and five daughters, Anatola, Phota,
Photis, Paraskeva and Kyriake.

Victor served in the army of the Roman
Emperor Nero who was renowned both for his
cruelty and his insanity. This insanity
manifested itself in intense hatred for
Christians. At his behest Photina and all her
children were cruelly tortured and martyred.
During the process, however, the Italian
official, Sebastian, and Nero’s own daughter,
Domnina, were converted to Christ. Photina
received the martyr’s crown by being thrown
into a well.

It was when she came to get water at the well
in Samaria (at 12:00 noon in the heat of the
day to escape the gossip and cruel remarks of
the other women who would come early in the
morning) that she met the Teacher Who
changed her life by opening for her the gates
of Paradise. In speaking to her, Jesus showed
that He was indeed the Messiah. With great
authority He set aside the prohibition to speak
with a woman in public as well as the
antipathy to Samaritans which made the
inhabitants of Israel of the time take a detour
rather than pass through their territory. His
invitation to worship God “in spirit and in
truth” ring out throughout the ages. No more
hypocritical, merely superficial fulfillment of
rituals and commandments. Instead He calls
for humility, truthfulness and the sort of faith
that respects and is kind to others.

The martyred Fr. Alexander Men notes
something further about this conversation of
the Lord’s with Photina, the Samaritan woman.
He says: “Christ returned to women that
human dignity which had been taken from
them, as well as the right to have spiritual
needs. Henceforth, their place was not only in




obMexeHe TifIbku A0 POANHHOrO Kosa.»

Ha 3anuT, saknih noctaBuna Cs. CBiT/iaHa CBOIM
cycigam, sikux BoHa BXe binbwe He 6osinacs
nicns i 3ycTpivi 3 FlocnogoM, NOBMHHI MU BCi
BiAnoBicTU. «4un BiH He Xpucroc?». A Mmu
paAiCHO I WMpo BigNoBigaEMO: «BiH BOICTUHY
Xpuctoc!» AMiHb.

the family circle.”

The question that St. Photina put to her
neighbours, of whom she was no longer
frightened after her meeting with the Lord, is
one to which we must all respond: “Could this
be the Christ?” Our response must be a joyous
and sincere one: “He is indeed!” Amen.




