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CsaTi ®deogop i vioro cumH IBaH, Bapsarn-My4yeHukn
KniBcbki

Saints Theodore and John, His Son, Varangian Martyrs
of Kyiv

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw

«flKni1 Tam xepeb KUHYIM BONXBU —
6aiigyxe xpuctuaHam. FetbTe, Npiy!
He pam pgitei a 6icam. KiHuus piu.»
[3 Tparegaii ®edip i MeaH, Bpat BikTop
(FpebeHiok)]

Ha 25-ro nunHs 3a rpuropistHCbKnm
kaneHgapem (ue -12-ro nunHs 3a
FONISHCbKMM) MM NOMUHAEMO NePLUNX

“What the lots cast by mages ordain matters
not to Christians. Begone! Away! No children
for demons! There is no more to say!” [From
Fedir i Yvan by Brother Viktor (Hrebeniuk)]

On July 25 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is July 12 on the Julian) we
remember the first Martyrs for the Faith of
Christ in the lands of Kyivan-Rus(today
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MyuyeHukiB 3a Bipy XpucTtoBy Ha 3emMnax
KuniBcbkoi-Pyci (cborogHi ue — Ykpaina),
SKi 3aCBigYUNU NPO HET CBOIM XUTTAM Y
983 p. IcHye uikaBuii 38’30k nomixk CBB.
deopgopom Ta IBaHOM, Bapsaramum-
Myuenukamn Kniscbknumn 1a Cs.
MepBOMYyYEHNKOM XPUCTUSHCBKUM
CtenaHom, sk ckopo nobavmmo.

MNpenku weeaiB, AKUX CbOroaHi
3HAEMO, SIK «BIKiHI'IBY», a ToAi X 3Banu
Bapsaramu 3i Ctapo-Hopacbkoro
«BapiHrap» sigorpanu Baxnmeuin posb y
KUTTI Ta BonoAiHH Haa Knesom,
30Kkpema B Bikax 10-my Ta 11-my. BoHu
CTaHOBMWIIN NOBaXHY YaCTUHY HACeNeHHs
KneBa, sik TakoX KHSDKMX pOAiB i IXHIX
[BOPIB. IXHi TOproBenbHi 38’A3kK 3
BizaHTieto npuBenu 4o Toro, Wo 3HavyHa
YyacTurHa ix npuiHanm CB. XpeLeHHs.
deonop — Noro S3MYHULBLKeE iM’a MOrno
oyt Top un OTTap (crnos’sHi3oBaHe sk
«Typa») — 6yB 0OHMM 3 LUMX, @ TAKOX NOro
CWH IBaH.

Ton camnin KHsisb Bonoammup,
SIKM NOTIM NOBIB MOro Hapog NPUNHATK
Cs. XpelLeHHs, Ha Tor Yyac 6yB HOBMM
Bonogapem Kuesa, BigidbpasLum noro Bia
noro 6parta, KHassa Apononka, i 6y
nepexicca Tyam Big Hosropoaa. BiH
BUPILUMB 3aKpiNUTK BRagy A3n4HULTBA
Mi>XX MOro niggaHMmu. Lle Bknovano 1
XKepTBOMNPUHOLLEHHS Ntogen 6oxkam, 4oro
[0 TOro Yacy He 3Hanu CnoB’siHU
OHINPSAHCBKI. YenilwHa KamnaHis npoTu
NINTOBCBLKOIO NfieMeHN ATB’ArB CMOHYKano
KUIBCbKMX XepuiB NpukasaTn 4eproBy
XepTBY AN15 BiA3HAYEHHSA NepemMorm
Bonogumuposoi.

XKepeb nonas Ha cuHa Peogopa
IBaHa. YKpaiHCbKMin MncbMeHuunk, bpat
Biktop (pebeHtok), ocb Tak TBOpYe
onucas Bignosigb CB. Peogopa Ha Len
BUPOK, y oroTeopi de g i p i WB

Bor ecTtTb OAWH NuuWw.

BCI cTanu ni g Xpwucrt
Moniw TBopuyasa, Bi AHWH
rpomMmamgynioBHNAN i B U

~

¢
i

Ukraine) who bore testimony to it with their
lives on this day in 983. There is a curious
link between Sts. Theodore and John, the
Varangian Martyrs of Kyiv, and St. Stephen
the first Christian Martyr, as we shall see.

The ancestors of the Swedes,
usually known now as Vikings, but in those
days called Varangians (Ukrainian
“variahy”) from the Old Norse “Veeringjar”,
played a prominent role in the life and
governance of Kyivan Rus’ primarily in the
10™ and 11™ centuries. They comprised a
significant part of the populace of Kyiv and
as well as the princely houses and their
retinues. Their trading connections with
Byzantium resulted in a good number of
them receiving Baptism. Theodore - his
pagan name may have been Thor or Ottar
(Slavonicized as “Tura”) — was one of
these, as was his son, John (lvan).

The same Knyaz' Volodymyr who
later led his people to receive Baptism was
at that time the new ruler of Kyiv, having
taken it from his brother, Knyaz’ Yaropolk,
and relocated there from Novgorod. He was
determined to strengthen the bonds of
paganism among his people. This included
the introduction of human sacrifices to the
gods — something hitherto unknown among
the Slavs of the Dnipro region. A successful
campaign against the Lithuanian Yatvyahy
tribe prompted the Kyivan pagan priests to
order another sacrifice to celebrate
Volodymyr’s victory.

The lot fell upon Theodore’s son,
John. The Ukrainian writer, Brother Viktor
(Hrebeniuk), has imaginatively described
St. Theodore’s response to this news in his
work Fedir i Yvan:

One only is God. Romans and Greeks
all stand beneath the banner of Christ.

| pray to the Creator that as of this day
you, too, might join them, as is right.
The One God is the Creator of all men,
Lord is He of the living and the dead;
the earth, lights and rivers are made by
Hi m...

As for the idols, the work of ax and saw




[

€EoVHNIN-cboosrgaTenb 4Yen
Bnagunka BiH i MepTB Y
Moro TeBepBEPAbL, CBI Il
pi Kwu.

A ipgonn? Cokupwun Ta I
TBOPIi HHA. BkonmaHi, q
a 3 aB-anppaa X . He BHewMmn
30BMU.

Ha cimMm cToO, [AOKMW CHK
AKMih Tam Xepeb KUHYN
6anagyxXe XpUCTUSHAM.
He pam pagiTen a 6i cal
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Y T1i yacu xatn 6yaysanu Ha
cToBnax. A3nYHUKM 6ynu po3ntoYeHi
Takoto piwy4oto BigmoBoto Ce. deogopem
nepegaTtu CBOro CMHa arnbLUMBUM
OoXKaM, SAKMX 3BaB bicamu, | BOHU
nopybanwu ctonun gomy i noBbueanu gBox
MyuyeHukKiBy, KONKM xaTa 3Banunacs.

MicLie TXHBOrO 3aXOPOHEHHS
HeBigome, ane cam KHssb Bonogmmup
nobyaysaB CBOIO crnaBHy [eCcATUHHY
LlepkBy, nepLumimn MmypoBaHuin Xpam y
KuiBcbkin-Pyci, Ha YecTb YCniHHSA
MpeceaTtol boropoaunui, Ha MicLi IXHBOro
MyyeHuuTBa. Moxnueo o Tak sk Cs.
MaBna goTkHyna My4eHunya cmepTb CB.
CTtepnaHa i BiH OCTaTOMHO NPCBATUBCS
Tomy, npo Koro cBigums NepBoMy4eHuK,
Tak i KHA35 cnoHykano ue 6esctpaluHe
cnoeigHnuTeo Cee. Peogopa Ta IBaHa
HaBepHyTUcs Ao Llaps Hag uapsamu i
BigaaTu nig Moro BiYHe BonogiHHA camoro
cebe i noro gepxasy. | cnpasai Cs.
Bonoaumupa i HasnBaloTb «4pyrum
MaBsnom» y Tponapi HanucaHomy nicns
MOro npocrasneHHs Kk XpecTuTens
Kuiscbkoi-Pyci. LiepkBy nocestunum 12-ro
TpaBHs 996 p. Mowii Cs. Onbru, 6abyci
Cs. KHsa34a Bonogmmupa 3noxmnm B Hin B
1007 p.

DecstuHHa Liepksa sropina B 11-my siui. Ii
BiaOyAyBanu a MOHronu, sKi Hananu Ha
KwiB 3HOBY nopymnHyBanu ii B 1240 p.
3HoBy Bigbyaysanu ii i BoHa 3HOBY

3ropina B 18-my Biui. Y 1908 p. konu

are they. Planted, today they stand

and tomorrow are dust. They know nothing,
don’t <call

Upon this | shall stand till | die and forever.

What the lots cast by mages ordain matters
not to Christians. Begone! Away!

No children for demons! There is no more
to say!
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In those days houses were built
upon pillars. Enraged by St. Theodore’s
firm refusal to hand over his son for
sacrifice to false gods which he called
demons, the pagans chopped down the
pillars and killed the two Martyrs when the
house fell.

Their burial place is unknown, but
Knyaz’ Volodymyr himself built his famous
Church of the Tithes (“Desyatynna”),the
first stone temple in Kyivan-Rus’, in honour
of the Dormition of the Theotokos, over the
place of their martyrdom. It is possible, that
just as St. Paul was stirred by observing the
martyrdom of St. Stephen and eventually
moved to receive the One to Whom that
Protomartyr bore witness, so did the Knyaz’
find inspiration in the fearless confession of
Sts. Theodore and John to call upon the
King of Kings and place himself and his
realm under His eternal rule. St. Volodymyr,
in fact, is referred to as “the second Paul” in
the Troparion written after his canonization
as the Baptizer of Kyivan-Rus’. The Church
was consecrated on May 12, 996. The
relics of St. Ol'ha, the grandmother of
Knyaz' St. Volodymyr, were placed in it in
1007.

The Desyatynna Church burned
down in the eleventh century. It was rebuilt
and the Mongols invading Kyiv in 1240
destroyed it once more. Rebuilt once more,
it burned down again in the eighteenth
century. In 1908, excavation of the Altar of
the Church uncovered the wooden
foundations of the Martyrs’ home — unlike
the wooden idols which Sts. Theodore and
John rejected, this wood had lasted for a
millennium! The Church was destroyed for
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Bigkonysanu BisTap Llepksu, To Bigkpunm
aepe.’sHi nigeanuHn gomy MydeHukis. Ha
BiAMiHY Big oepesB’sHuX igonis, akux CBB.
deopop i IBaH BigknHynu Le gepeso
npoicHyeano 1000 nit! LlepkBy BTpeTe
3pynHyBana binbLoBuybka Brnaga B 1936
p. i 3apa3 € cTapaHHs, Wob i

yeTBEPTUI pa3 BiobyaysaTu.

Biamoea CB. ®eogopa nepegatu
CcBOro cvHa bicam NoBWHHA BiAHOBUTU
HaTXHEHHS B 6aTbkiB XpUCTUSAH pillydicTb
BiAMOBWTUCS Bif TOro, OO iXHiX giTen
NOrnnHyna MaTepisnicTuYHa-cekynspHa
KynbTypa. Xou sk He TpygHO NocnigoBHO
Ta CMUPEHHO HACTOBATU Ha BigAaHICTb
XpucToBi i BIgMOBRATUCA NPUMUHUTK
MonwuTsy 1 Bipy B Te, WO HaLli AiTK Ta
BHYKM NOCTyNaTMMyTb Tak camo — TO came
Tak MyCMMO MW NPOAOBXKYyBaTK CBOI
3MaraHHs. 3pyNHOBaHHSA i NigHIMaHHSA 3
nonesnto HeHaye goeHikc [lecAaTuHHOI
LlepkBy TakoX MOXyTb nocravatu
HaTXHEHHS, KON Halla Bipa Ta pilydicTb
nigynagatoTe. | Hexan CeaTi My4eHukn
deopop Ta IBaH, a Takox Ce. Bornoanmup,
LLIO NepeTBOPUBCS Bif IXHBOrO rOHUTENS
Ha IXHbOro 6paTa 1 aniaHTa B Bipi,
gornomararoTb i NiATPUMYIOTb Hac CBOIMU
3actynHuiynmm Monuteamu nepeg BiyHnm
Llapem. AMiHb.

the third time in 1936 by the Bolshevik
regime and there are efforts to rebuild it a
fourth time.

St. Theodore’s refusal to give up his
son to demons ought to inspire within
Christian parents today the determination to
refuse to let their children be swallowed up
by materialistic-secularist culture. Difficult
as it may to consistently and humbly take a
stand upon devotion to Christ, and refuse to
give up praying and believing that our
children and grandchildren will do likewise
— we must do so. The destruction and rising
up from the ashes like a phoenix of the
Desyatynna Church may also inspire us to
rise up again and again each time our faith
and determination falters. And may the
Holy Martyrs, Theodore and John, and St.
Volodymyr, who converted from being their
persecutor to being their brother and ally in
the Faith, aid and support us by their
intercessory prayers before the Eternal
King. Amen.




