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CBSITUU B’SIYECJIAB,
KHS13b YECbKUNA

ST. WENCESLAUS
(VYACHESLAV), KNIAZ OF
THE CZECHS

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw

kutash@unicorne.org

«[AuBUCb Ha MOI cnian, no6pun min
cnyro, xopo6po crynai no HuUXx.>»

Ha 10-ro »OBTHS 3@ rpuUropiaHCbKnM
KaneHgapem (ue - 28-ro BepecHs 3a
IONi@aHCbKMM), MU CBATKYEMO MNaM'aATb
CBATOro, 0cob6/IMBO BiAOMOro 3aBAsKMU
NONYASIPHIN aHMMINCbKIM KoNaaui, Wwo
HocuTb noro iM'a: “"Good King Wenceslaus”,
TO6TO «[J06pUNih KHA3b B'auecnas». BoHa
OCNiBYE 4yAo, SiKe CTanocs Konu BiH i noro
cTapeHbkuii cnyra, MNogeson, NnpnHoCcMNmn
napuv 6igHoMy YonoBiKOBI, WoO6 obnerwnTn
MOro XuTTs, caMe Ha TpeTil geHb PizaBa,
T06TO [leHb CB. CTtenaHa. byB Toai roctpuii
MOpO3, asnie Ae TisibKn CTynas MosoAni
KHa3b B'ayecnas (MOro Takox 3BYTb
Baunas) nepea CBOIM C/yroto, IKOro Takox
LWaHYOTb Yexu, ak CeaTtoro, 3emns byna
Tennoto.

Cs. B'suecnaBa MoxHa 6 yBaxaTtu
CtpacToTepnueM. Moro niactynHo B6unu 3a
Haka3oM noro nony-6pata, bonecnasa,
Ak 6yB 3aNpoCKUB AOro BiACBATKYBATH 3
HuM lMpa3Hunk CBB. Ko3bMn Ta dam’aHa, Ta

“Mark my footsteps, good my page,
tread thou in them boldly.”

On October 10 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is September 28 on
the Julian) we celebrate a Saint who is
particularly renowned because of the
popular Christmas carol “"Good King
Wenceslaus”. It describes a miracle
which came about as he and his elderly
servant, Podevoj, were bringing gifts to
a poor man to brighten his life on the
third day of Christmas, the Feast of St.
Stephen. It was a bitterly cold day but
the ground was warm wherever the
saintly young King Wenceslaus (also
known as Vyacheslav or Vaclav)
walked ahead of his servant, who is
also honoured as a Saint by the
Czechs.

St. Wenceslaus qualifies as a “Passion-
bearer”. He was treacherously killed at
the instigation of his half-brother,
Boleslav, who had invited him to
celebrate the Feast of St. Cosmas and
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Hanae Ha HbOro No Aopo3i Ao Xpamy. Ane
CKOpoO nicng uboro bonecnas po3kasBcs.
BiH Ha3BaB CBOro CMHa, KU y TON camMunii
AeHb Hapoauecsa «CTpaxkBacom», WO
O3HA4Ya€ «CTpalHUN NUpP>», i CKOpPO nicns
Lboro nepeHic mowi Ceatoro Ao
KadeanpanbHoro Cobopy, sikoro B'auecnas
6yB 36yayBaB y 4eCTb CMLUMAINCBKOrO
MyueHunka 3-ro cronitra, CB. Bita.

B'auecnas Hapoauscsa gecb koso 907-ro p.
BaTbKo i10oro Hasueasca Bpatucnas. Moro
Anin, bopuBoii, HaBepHyBCS A0 Bipu
XpuncToBoi Yepes cnyxiHHA CBATUX bpaTis
Kupuna i Medogis, aki ctsopunmn
CTapocnoB’sHCbKY a3byky i nepeknanmn
CaTi KHuru Ha uto MoBy. [pyXuHa
Bopwusos, JliogMmuna, ocobnneso Habpana
YEeCHOTM €BaHresibCbKi i caMe BOHa
BMXOBaJsia CBOro BHyKa Mic/ig paHHbOI
cMepTi oro 6aTbka. Ii Takox npocnasuan B
nuky Ceatux. A maTtu B'auecnasa,
Oparomupa, oxpectmnacb, Konu BiH4anacs
3 Bpatucnasowm.

B’auecnas cTtaB Ha npecTton y Biui 18 niT.
Xou BiH 6yB HaA3BMYaANHO MOAOAMM BiH BCe
04HO ynpasnsiB Myapo 1 nobpe,
Hamaralumnch yTintoBaT XpUCTUAHCHKI
yecHoTn, akux 3406yB Big A06poi CBOET
6abyci, y CBOEMY WOAEHHOMY XUTTIi. BiH
KyrnyBaB A3UYHULULKI AiTU, SKUX npojasanu
B pabcTBO, i iX BUXOBYBaB Ha A06pux
XpucTtusiH. BiH TakoX 4YnMHMB Ayxe 6araTto
iHWKX A4in Mmmnocepas, noAaibHux oo Toro,
O ONUCYE BULLE3rajgaHa Konsaaka.

OaHoro pasy HanaB Ha MOro LapcTBO iHWWN
KHA3b, Pagucnae. lOHu B’auecnas, wob He
nponueBanocs 6arato KpoBi, AaB NOMY
BUKJIMK MO3Maratucst 3 HUM OAHUM.
PaaucnaB NpunHSAB BUKIUK ane Konum
nobaums BuAiHHSA, WO B'ayecnaBa oTo4ytoTb
AHronu, BiH ynaB nepeg HMUM Ha KoOJliHa.
B’duecnaB, ik 3BM4aNHO, BiAMNyCTUB AOTr0
[0AO0MY HEMOLWKOAXKEHNM.

Konun B'sayecnas nomep B p. 935-My 3 pyK
BonecnaBa i Moro Apy>XuHHWKIB, To Le 6yno
Ha camMux cxogax LlepkBu i BiH NpOMOBUB
cnoBa noaibHi ao IcycoBmx Ha XpecrTi:
«lFocnoau, y TBOi pyku Bigaat gyx Min».

Damian, and attacked him en route to
the Church. Nonetheless soon after
Boleslav was filled with remorse. He
named his son, who was born the very
day of the murder, Strakhkvas, which
means “dreadful feast” and shortly
after had the Saint’s relics transferred
to the Cathedral which Wenceslaus had
built in honour of a third century
Sicilian Martyr, St. Vitus, in Prague.

Wenceslaus was born about 907 A.D.
to Vratislav, the son of Borivoj, who
had been converted to Christianity by
Saints Cyril and Methodius, the
creators of the Slavonic alphabet and
translators of Holy Books into that
language. Borivoj’s wife, Ludmila, was
particularly imbued with the virtues of
the Gospel and it was she who raised
her grandson after Vratislav’s early
death. She too has been canonized.
Wenceslaus’ mother, Drahomira, was
baptized upon marrying Vratislav.

Wenceslaus ascended to the throne at
the age of eighteen. Even though he
was so young, he ruled wisely and
well, seeking to embody the Christian
virtues he had acquired from his
saintly grandmother in his daily life. He
bought pagan children who were being
sold as slaves and raised them to be
followers of Christ. He also did many
works of charity of the sort acclaimed
by the popular Christmas carol.

On one occasion his Kingdom was
invaded by another Knyaz’, Radislav.
The youthful Wenceslaus challenged
him to a one-on-one combat to avoid
bloodshed. Radislav accepted but,
upon seeing a vision of Angels around
his opponent, fell down before him in
repentance. Wenceslaus, typically, let
him return to his home unharmed.

When Wenceslaus died in 935, struck
down by the hand of Boleslav and his
men, it was upon the steps of the
Church, echoing Jesus’ words upon the
Cross: “Lord, into Your hands I
commend my spirit”. A miraculous flow




KpoB uynecHo nnnacsa 3 Moro paH Aekinbka
OHIB, Haragyw4n HENOBUMHHY KpoB ABens

nponuty noro 6patom KaiHoM. Lia yygecHa
O3HaKa I goBena Ao nokasiHHA bonecnasa.

Cs. B'auecnaB - NokpoBuTtenb Yecbkoi
Pecny6niku. Moro waHyoTb i KaToNMKK i
npaBocnaBHi, 60 X BiH cnyxuB Nocnoaesi
nepep TmM, gK Ui Ai LlepkBu TpariyHo
po3‘eaHanucs.

Hexalt e noro cioBa 40 CBOro Cnyru,
HakKasyl4nm NOMy XOAUTWM NO NOro

cnigam 6yayTb 4OPOroBKasoM i As4 Hac.
XoaiMo 1 MM nMo Moro cniaam, K BiH XoAUTb
no cnigam Xpucra. AMiHb.

of blood from his wounds continued for
several days, recalling the blood of
Abel spilled by his brother Cain. This
miraculous sign contributed to the
repentance of Boleslav.

St. Wenceslaus is the patron Saint of
the Czech Republic. He is venerated by
Catholics and Orthodox, having served
the Lord in the time before the two
communities tragically separated.

May his words to his servant urging
him to walk in his footsteps inspire us
also. May we walk in his footsteps as
he walks in the footsteps of Christ.
Amen.
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