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«Mporpiwmsecs 1, Taty, NpoTn Heba Ta
cynpotu tebe... HepoctoiHnMi A BXxe
3BaTUCb CUHOM TBOIM; MPUIAMM XK
MeHe, iIK OAHOIro 3 CBOiIX HAWUMMTIB...»
(Nlykmn 15:18-19).

«Konu BiH ganeko we 6yB, 1ioro 6aTbko
BraeaiB noro, i NnepenoBHMBCS Xanewm: i
nobir BiH, i KNHYBCb Ha WMXIO NOMY, | 3a4aB
uinyeatu moro!» OCb Tak YNHUTbL 6aTbKO Y
MpuTyi Icycosii npo 3arybneHoro cuHa.
BiH He yeka€, W06 CMH A0 HLOro AiNWOB,
wob poskaszaTtu MOMYy Npo Te, YOro BiH
NPUWIALLIOB, Ta W06 TaKMM YMHOM MaTK
nepesary Hag HUM: cKasaTu NOMY
3axoamTu abo nitn cobi retb. BiH nobir oo
Hboro. He 6ys0 XOAHOrO CYMHIBY B TOMY,
O caMe cKaXke BiH CMHOBI. BiH npusiTas
cBoro 3arybneHoro cmHa obinmamu.

Llieto nputyeto Nocnoab Aa€e HaM
3BOPYLWINBUI NMpUKIag MUNocTi boxoi.
BiH npeacraensie obpas bora

«Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you, and I am no
longer worthy to be called your
son>» (Luke 15:18-19).

"While he was yet at a distance, his
father saw him and had compassion,
and ran and embraced him and kissed
him". This is what the father does in
Jesus' Parable of the Lost Son. He does
not wait for his son to get to him to tell
him what he wants, so that he would
then have the advantage over him: to
tell him to come on in, or to leave. He
ran to him. There was no doubt about
what he would tell his son to do. He
welcomed his lost son with open arms.

In this parable Jesus shows us a striking
example of God's compassion. He paints
an exceedingly attractive picture of God,
quite unlike that painted by other
religious leaders. He shows God to be a
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HaA3BMYaMHO NpMBabnnBUIA, HE TakK, SK
Moro npeactaBnsitoTh iHWI peniriiini
npoBigHMKK. BiH Bora 306paxye, sk
BaTbka - K CNiBYYTIMBOrO 1 MUNYKOYOIro
TaTta. Lle npeacraBneHHsa ga€e HaM
ocobnmBy cnoHyKy BipuTh B bora i
HaMaraTucs XuTu 3rigHo 3 Moro
3anoBigamu.

Focnoab UMM HaBYaE HacC, WO 3aKOH
BCECBITY — 3aKOH nt06oBi. He 3akoH
BMXXMBAHHSA HAaNCNPOMOXHIiWmMX. I uen xe
3aKOH MM 6aumMo B NoAisax y cBiTi, ane
Anocton MaBno Ha3nBae noro
«MapHOTOK», AKi COTBOPIHHS MYCUTb
MOKOPSTUCS - aNe X «y Hajii» Ha Te
Kpalle, AOCKOoHariwe, Wo Takn Mae
HacTatn (Pumnan 8:20). Mnbwnii 3aKoH,
AKWUIM € MiACTaBO BCiX iHWMX — 3aKOH
noboBi, Ky npeacTasBisde us npuTya npo
3arybneHoro cuHa. Llein 3aKkoH Takox
onucye An. MNaeno B lNMepwomy MocnaHHi
00 KopuHTaH y 13-My po3gini. My noBUHHI
nepeynTyBaTu Uen po3agin barato-6arato
pasiB.

«J11060B... He WYKAaE TiNbKWN CBOro», nuwe
Maeno (I KopuHTtsaH 13:5). Jlio6oB Hi go
4yoro He 3Mylwye. TaTto B NpuTUi He 6axxas
MaHinyntoBaTy Y1 NpMMYyLIYyBaTKU CBOrO
CuHa. ToOMy N gaB CBOEMY CMHOBI MOro X
nawmky 3 Toro, wo maB 6u 6yB BiH
ycnagkKyBaTu, | Takn JO3BOIMB NOMY
NOKMHYTW AiM. A KON CUMH NOBEPHYBCH A0
AoMy, To ue 6yno He ToMy, wWo 6aTbko
Moro npuMycuB A0 UbOro. Te wWo
3acTaBu/I0 MOro NOBEPHYTUCS — Lie AOCBIA
XUTTS Nig BNagok 3aKOHY MapHOTU, Ta 1
CMOMWH Mpo Te, AK NOMY KOUCb XMNOCH B
6aTbkoBiIM AOMi. BiH noBepHyBCSa A0 AOMY i
ToAi pagicHO ni3HaB cTopoHy 6aTbka, Npo
AKY, 9K BUAHO, BiH Haye 6 To YyoMmycb 6yB
He 3HaB. BiH 3HaNLWIOB, WO TO HE TiNIbKK 3
060oB'a3Kky 6aTbKO AisB, Tak sK BiH AisB.
Hi, cnoHykoto go uboro 6yna nwb6osB a0
CBOro cuHa!

TanHa boxoi nobosi gincHo pagicHa
rnnboka. He Tak ax fierko B Hel NoBipuUTH,
TOMY LLO 3aKOH MapHOTU TakKW X CUSIbHO
[i€ B CBIiTi. 3aKOH O)XYHI/1S, 3aKOH npo Te,
O «Cuna Aa€ npasa» BuMmarae, wob mu

Parent - a compassionate and loving
Father! This picture gives us a special
reason to believe in God and to strive to
live in conformity with His laws.

Jesus thus teaches us that the code of
the universe is the code of love. It is not
the code of the survival of the fittest.
That code does appear to operate in the
world, but St. Paul referred to it as the
"futility" to which creation has indeed
been subjected - but "in hope" of that
better, perfect thing which is to come
(Romans 8:20). This deeper code, which
underlies all others, is the code of love,
which is portrayed in this parable of the
lost son. This code is described also
described in I Corinthians chapter 13.
We ought to read it many times over.

"Love does not insist on its own way",
writes Paul (I Corinthians 13:5). There is
no constraint in love. The father of the
parable did not wish to manipulate or
coerce his son. That is why he gave his
son his portion of what he stood to
inherit and let him leave his house.
When the son returned home, it was not
because his father forced him to do so.
What brought him back was the
experience of living according to the
code of futility and the memory of what
it was like to live in his father's home.
He returned home and when he did, he
made the glorious discovery of an
aspect of his father of which he seemed
to have been unaware. He found that it
was not merely parental obligation that
motivated his father to act as he did. It
was his love for his son!

The mystery of God's love is joyous and
profound. It is not easy to believe in it,
for the code of futility is very powerful in
the world. The law of the jungle, of
"might makes right" seems to demand
that we hear and obey. But Christians
are called to be radical. They are called
to believe in the code of love and live it,
even though this sometimes appears to
be futile.




noro cnyxanu i nomMy nigkopsinucob. Ane
XPpUCTUSIHN MOKANKaHI 6yTn BiAMIHHMMM
Bif iHWNX. BOHWN MOKAMKaHI BipUTK B
3aKOH N0OO0BI i XXNTK 3rigHO 3 HUM, xo4a 6
Lue n BUrnsigano Hibm 1o MapHmMM
3YyCUNNAM.

TaK XWUTWN MOXXEMO MU, Yyepnatouu cuny 3
ocobucToro aoceiay Tiei rNMbokoi
60o>xecTBeHHOI J11060Bi, sKa € OCHOBOIO i
sIKka HEBMAWMMO, ane BiNlbHO, NJNBE
noyepes ycro BcesnieHHy. MoceaTiMmo cebe
BigHanTK uto nobos niguac MocTty. Haa
UMM pO34YMYMMO, MOCTIMOCb, BipbMO,
MosiMocCh i ginmo — B to6oBi Ta B
Munocepato.

We can do this by deriving strength
from our experience of that profound
divine love underpinning and coursing
invisibly through the universe. Let us
dedicate ourselves to the discovery of
this love during Lent. To this end let us
meditate, fast, pray and act - in love
and compassion.
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