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»3 BoJsli Moei 3emnss nokpuBae MeHe,
Maru Mos, i nekesnbHa BapTa
Xaxa€erbcsa, 6ayauymn Mene..”

3HOBY BeJInKe KOJ10 LLlepKOBHOI0
KaneHgaps nNpuMBenio Hac A0 CBATKYBaHHS
NocnogHboro BockpeceHH4. Lo came Mu
CbOroAHi CBATKYEMO? ICTOPUYUHY MoAito?
Tak! XpUCTUSIHWU BNPOAOBX BCiX BiKiB
XUAW Ta NoMMpanm 3 NepPeKOHaHHAM, LWo
Icyc 3 HazapeTy AincHo XunB, AiNCHO
rnomep i cnpasii BOCKpecC i3 MepTBUX i
BO3Hiccs go Mpasuui Otusa HebecHoro.

€ Ti, WO KaxyTb, WO Taka nogisa He Moxe
6yTn ictopmnyHoto 60 Taki pedi He
6yBatoTb. BOHM KaxXyTb, WO «nacxasbHa
Bipa» y BOCKpeCeHHs Xpucrta — ue
MeTadopa, sska BUC/OB/IOE NepeMory
XpUCTOBOro HaBYaHHS — HaBYaHHSA Mpo
no6boB, nackaBiCTb Ta NPOLWEHHS. A MoXe
N MeTadopa Npo HEBMUPYLLICTb CaMOro
XWUTTH. ICTOTK XMBYTL | MOMUpaIOTb ane
MOTiM KOJI0 3HOBY MOYMHAETbLCA. lMicnsa
OCeHi Ta 3MMU HacTynakTb BecHa Ta NiTo, i
BCE HAHOBO PO3MNOYMHAETLCA. A MOXe
MporosiolWeHHs Toro, Wo Taka Aobpa n
npasamBea JlioanHa, gk Icyc 3 HazapeTty He
NOBMHHA NPOCTO BMMPATWU N NiTU B

“By Mine own will the earth covers
Me, O Mother, but the gatekeepers
of hell tremble as they see Me...”

Once again the great wheel of the
Church calendar has brought us to the
celebration of the Lord’s resurrection.
What is it that we are celebrating today?
A historical event? Yes. Christians
throughout the ages have lived and died
with the conviction that Jesus of
Nazareth truly lived, truly died and truly
rose from the dead and ascended to the
Right Hand of the Father.

There are those who claim that such an
event can not be strictly historical
because such things do not happen.
They say that the “Easter faith” in the
resurrection of Christ is a metaphor of
the triumph of the message of Christ - a
message of love, kindness and
forgiveness. Or perhaps a metaphor of
the indestructibility of life. Things live
and die, but then the cycle begins again.
Fall and winter are followed by spring
and summer, and then it begins again.
Or perhaps a proclamation that a man
as good and true as Jesus of Nazareth




3abyTTs, OTOX MU MycuMo Moro wopoky
nam’dTaTm B TaKuUI Croci6 AoKK iCHYIOTb
3eMn4 i loro nocnifoBHUKN.

Ta XpUCTUAHM HACTOTb Ha Te, Lo XOu i
€ 9KacCb A0/ NpaBan y noBuLMX
MOSAACHEHHSX, TO oud NoAia, ska came
cobot0 yHiKanbHa, BCe X Taku nojais
icTopuyHa. BoHM HAcToOOTbL Ha TOMY, LLO
Icyc nobposinbHO Bigaaes CBOE XUTTS,
rnomepLun Ha XpecTi, Ta HaBiTb BUK/IMKAB
TaKy A010, KOJIN BOCKPECUB 3 MepPTBUX
apyra Csoro, Jlazaps, sskuii 6yB MepTBUM
4 fHi, TaK Wo Npo peanbHiCTb NOro cMepTi
He Morno 6yTu KOAHOro CyMHiBy. Take
Yy[o 3pyWnso pilydicTb TUX, SKi
Big4YyBasin 3arposy Big HaByaHHA Icyca:
Moro Tpeba 3a BCSKY LiiHY No36yTuCS.
[ocnoab HaBiTb AaB A03BiN HEWACHOMY
YUYEHMKOBI, AKWUIA MaB HaMip 3paanTu Moro
Boporam Moro, Wwsuale BUNHUTK Te, LLO
3aymas.

Icyc BipuB, wo Woro onpasaae Bor - wwo
Ton, Silkoro BiH 3antobku Ha3suBas «ABBa»,
TO6TO HamiHTUMHIWe, «OTye», BOCKpECUTb
Woro 3 MepTBUX. I XpUCTUSHU
HanonsratTb Ha TOMY, O TaK BOHO 1
6yno, wo TpuBanictb IcycoBoro BYeHHs i
Moro cmna nepeTBoploBaTU i CNOHYKYBaTU
Noaen Ao HaMBULLMX YECHOT AKpas i
noxoauTb Bia Moro 6yksanbHoi,
iICTOPMYHOT Ta KOHKPETHOI NnepeMorn Haj
cMepTHo. BiH Bockpec i3 MepTBux. BiH
cnpasai Bockpec i3 MepTBux. Moro
BOCKpecsie Tiflo Moram 6auntn n poTukaTu.
BiH Mir ictn i Taku iB 3i CBOIMM yUYeHNKaMKn
nicna CeBoro BoCcKpeceHHs. BiH 6yB y
KOHTaKTi 3 HUMU BUAMMO W BiAYYTHO
Bnpoaosx 40 AHiB, a Toai M BO3Hicca Ta
HiKONM He NMokMHyB CBOE NtoaCbKe TiNno Ta
JIOACBKY iCTOTY.

Po3ayMytouun Hag 3Ha4YiHHAM LbOro
HaA3BMYAMHOIO XUTTS Ta NMoAil XpUCTUAHM
AINWAn o NporoaoWeHoro nepekoHaHHs,
wo Ceoeto cmepTio Icyc npuiiHaB Hawy
cMmepTb y Cebe i NOKIHYKMB 3 Helo.
BceneHcbkunii Matpiapx Bapdonomin I
nuwe y CBOEMY nacxasbHoMmy ocnaHHi Ha
2009 p.:

can not simply die and be forgotten, so
we must remember Him every year in
this way for as long as the earth and the
community of His followers exist.

But Christians insist that, although there
is some truth to the above explanations,
this event - unique by its very definition
- is nonetheless a historical one. They
insist that Jesus willingly submitted His
life to death upon the Cross, that He
even invited it by raising Lazarus from
the dead after His friend had been dead
for four days, so that his death could not
be denied. A miracle like that triggered
the determination of those who were
threatened by Jesus’ message to do
away with Him. He even gave
permission to the unhappy disciple, who
was about to betray Him to His enemies,
to do what he was about to do quickly.

Jesus believed He would be vindicated,
that God Whom He lovingly called
“Abba”, that is “Father” in the most
intimate way, would raise Him from
death. And Christians insist that it truly
did happen that way, that the
persistence of Jesus’ message and its
power to transform and inspire people
derives from His literal, historical and
concrete victory over death. He rose
from the dead. He did indeed rise from
the dead. His resurrection body could
truly be seen and touched. He could and
did eat with His disciples after His
resurrection. He remained visibly and
tangibly in contact with them for 40
days and then ascended never giving up
His human body and nature.

Working out the significance of this
extraordinary and unique life and event
Christians have come to the proclaimed
conviction that by His death, Jesus took
our death into Himself and put an end to
it. The Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I writes in the 2009
Paschal encyclical:

The Only-begotten Son and Word of
God, Jesus Christ, the true God, died for




€anHopoaHnii CuH i Cnoso Boxe, Icyc
Xpwuctoc, npasaneuii bor, nomep pagu
Hac. MpuHSABLWIN BCe WO Halwe: Tifo,
Ayly, BOJSIKO, €Heprito, Tpyau,
CTpaxpaHHs, 6inb, CMyTOK, pagicTb, BCe
KpiM rpixa, Ha ocTtaHKy BiH npuiiHaB Te,
Lo Hac Hanbinbwe Typbye, TO6TO CMEPTH
— i TO B camMe B Hanbinbl HEeCTeprnHOMY W
NPUHN3NNBOMY BuAi, TOH6TO Ha

XpecrTi. (http://www.uocofusa.org/news_0

90408_1.html - Min nepeknag).

A gKe BigHoweHHS ue Mae no Bac i go
MeHe? Lle o3Ha4aEg, Wo ue CBATKYBAHHSA —
He NPOCTO CBATKYBaHHSA YMEiCH nepemoru
HaZ4 CMepTHO — L& CBATKYBaHHSA NepeMoru
Haa CMepTo MOEI MaTepi Ta 6aTbka, MOiX
ApYy3iB i cyciais, AKi «3annwmnn uen
CBiT», AKX MeHi Tak 6pakye. AKunx
BiACYTHICTb pO6UTb MEHiI CYMHUM i
caMiTHUM. Lle o3Hayaeg, Wwo s iX He
BTPATMB, WO MU €, i Ha3aBxan byaemo B
€0HaHHi OHE 3 OO4HUM.

Lle TakoX 03Ha4yae, Wo B MOIN MaHApIBL
Mo LbOMY CBITi i B HABAMXEHHI A0
He36arHeHHOi XBUIMHMN MOro 3€MHOro
3aKiH4YeHHS, S He Habnuxarcb 40
3HUKHEHHS, A0 3HULLEHHS, a pajle 40
nepeMiHn Ta o6’egHaHHsA. 4 He BMpy, ane
NMepeMiHoCh, Tak Kk 6yno 3 Moim
FfocnogoM. «OUiKkyto BOCKPECIHHS MepTBUX
i >)XntTa 6yaydoro Biky!»

Y KaHoHi, aKoro ypmeok nogato suLle,
Haw Mocnoab kaxe CBoin MaTtepi, Wo ue
no Moro BnacHiit Boni «3emMns NnokpuBae»
Moro ane «nekenbHa BapTa», Ti CUM
3HULLEHHS Ta 3aralleHHs, TPEMTHATb, KON
Moro 6auaTb, 60 Ue X iXHin KiHeub rpsae
BiA Moro npuxoay.

XpuUCToBEe BOCKPECEHHS Le KiHelb KiHUS.
Lle noyaToK ycboro, wo Ma€ 6ytn i wo
HiKONU He 3aKiH4nTbca. Lle npuxia

He3racuMmoi ictmHu, nobos.i, ceiTna, nacku,

pagocTi! Tak, MM MOXeMO 0BHATM CBOIX
BOpPOriB, K TaKOX i Halli CYMHiBU, HaLl
CTpax Ta HaBiTb caMy cMepTb. MU MOXeMO
06HATHM iX pa3oMm 3 Icycom i bauuTtuy, sk
BOHM MEpPeTBOPIOOTLCS Ha APY3iB, Ha

our sake. After assuming everything
that we have: body, soul, will, energy,
toil, agony, pain, sorrow, joy, all things
except sin, he finally assumed our
greatest concern, namely death -
indeed, in its most cruel and humiliating
expression, on the Cross.
(http://www.uocofusa.org/news_090408
_1.html)

What does this mean to you and me? It
means that this celebration is not only
the celebration of Someone’s victory
over death - it is the celebration of the
victory over death of my mother and my
father, of my friends and neighbours
who have "“left this world” and whose
presence I miss so much. Whose
absence makes me sad and lonely. It
means that I have not lost them, that
we are and always shall be in
communion with each other.

It also means that, as I travel on
through my life on earth and approach
the mysterious moment of its earthly
end, I am not approaching extinction
and extinguishment but rather a
transformation and reunion. I shall not
die but be changed, as was my Lord. "I
look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come.”

In the Canon of which a portion is cited
above, our Lord says to His Mother that
it is by His own will that “the earth
covers” Him, but “the gatekeepers of
hell”, the forces of destruction and
extinguishment, tremble when they see
Him, for it is their end that they see
coming with His arrival.

Christ’s resurrection is the end of the
end. It is the beginning of all that shall
be and that shall never end. It is the
arrival of inextinguishable truth, love,
light, kindness, joy! Yes, we can
embrace our enemies and doubt, fear,
even death itself. We can embrace them
with Jesus and see them transformed
into friends and faith, courage, and life.




BiABary Ta Ha XWUTT4.




