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Fourth Sunday after Pascha, of the
Paralytic
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“Xouew cratu 3goposum?” (IBaHa 5:6)

Ha YeTtBepty Heginto no Macui Liepksa
CMOMMHaE YyaoBY MO0 Y300POBMNEHHS
[focrnogom HalmMM YOMoBiKa, WO NeXxaB
cnapanizoBaHuM BNpogosx 38 niT 6ins KynanbHi
Bicdbecoa B Epycanumi. Hac Big yac AHren
CXOAVB i 3BOpYLUYBaB BOAY B L YyAOAINHIN
KynanbHi i XTO nepLue BnasvB y HEl BUOYXXyBaB 3
YCiX IXHiX Hegyr. Llen e 4onoBik o4ikyBaB LibOro
BNPOAOBX Malmke ABOX MOKOMiHb! TOX 4Yn He
3BYy4UTb AUBHMM 3anuT Icyca 0o Hboro? “Xovew
cmamu 38oposum?”

Ane 3acTaHoBiMOCb Hag UMM. YonoB.ik
30CTaBCHA XUBWUM YCi Ti POKM TOX HarneBHO XTOCb
3a HUM gmBmBCS. Ym ByB Le XTOCb, L0 NOro Tyam
NPWUHOCKB i 3anuLas nigyac gHs, wod mornu
3aMmaTtumcs CBOIMM WOoAEeHHMMU crnipaBamMn? Yum
Moxe ue Cam bor nocunae rnomy niogen, siki 6
nomy faBanu icTu Ta Te iHwe, Wwo HeobxigHe ons

“Do you want to be made well?” (John 5:6)

On the Fourth Sunday after Pascha, the
Church remembers the marvelous event of our
Lord’s healing of the man who had lain for 38
years paralyzed beside the pool of Bethesda in
Jerusalem. This miraculous pool was
sometimes stirred up by an angel and whoever
got into it first would be healed of their
infirmities. This man had been there waiting for
this for nearly two generations! So was not
Jesus’ question to him strange? “Do you want
to be made well?”

But lets look at this. The man was still
alive after all that time, so someone was clearly
looking after his needs. Was it someone who
would bring him there and leave him during the
day while they went on with their daily affairs?
Or was the Lord sending him people who
would give him food and other necessities of
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XUTTA? Y KOXXHOMY pasi MoMy Kpallie NoBOANNOCS
YUM HLUMM, SIKi MOTSIM CKOHaTK 3 ronoay Ta
Heayrn B Takmx obcTaBmHax.

MoxnuBo, Lo BiH Mir NPUBUKHYTK 0
CBOrO XUTTS, TakuM sik BOHO Byrno. NogymanTe.
Konu Tinbku 3moxe BiH HOpManbHO NocyBaTuUcs
TO MOTO XWUTTSA | CroAiBaHHS iHLUUX LWOA0 HbOro
Pi3ko 3MIHATbCS. BiH 3MyCUTb 3HaNTU SKYCb
po6GoTy nicnsi Toro, sik 6yB 6e3pob6iTHMM
BNPOAOBX Malmke ABOX NMOKOMiHb — abo 3MycuTb
HaBUNTUCSA XXebpaTun UM KpacTn. 3MyCUTb 3HANTK
sikeCb CO0i NpuMiLLieHHSs1. BiH BXe BinbLue He
3MoXe nexatu 6ing KynanbHi Ta ovikyBaTu TOro,
LLIO XTOCb MIOMY MpUHece Te, Yoro oMy noTpibHe.
Yn gincHo BiH xo4e MaTu Take nepemMiHy B
cBoemy xuTTi? OTOoX 3anuT Icyca 6yB Taku
BOAUNMBUM.

Yonosik BignosiB «Tak». | Flocnoab HaLu
Tieto xx Cunoto boxoto, sikoto BiH nepemir cmepTb
i nekno, npurHaeLKM B Cebe Hawly cmepTb Ha
XpecTi, NigHs1B NOro 3 foXa Heayru, Ha SiKomy BiH
nexas TaK 4oBro. | po3noyanocsi HOBE XUTTH 30
BCiMa npobriemamu Ta Bumoramu. BiH BCTasB,
NiAHSIB CBOE NOXeE | BCTYNUB Y Lie HOBE XUTTA.

Ta Hacnpaegi oro «Tak» He 6yno HagTo
AcCHUM. Paglwe Taky BignoBiab MoxHa 6yno
3pO3yMiTH 3i NIOro CYMHOIrO pPO3’AICHEHHSA Oro
cTaHy: «[laHe, 9 He mato nanHW, Wob BOHa, AK
nopyLueHo BoAy, A0 KynanbHi Bcaguna MeHe. A
KOSM 9 NPUXOAXY, TO Nepeao MHOK BXE iHLLINIA
ynasutb.» Take NOACHEHHA MOXxHa Byno
CMPUMHATM NPOCTO SK ckapry. Ane He Tak
cnpuiHsaB noro Icyc. Nocnoab 3HaB, Yoro came
Len yonosik 6axxas. BiH xoTiB cTaTh 340POBMM.
Womy Tpeba 6yno nioamHm, 1wob romy
AornomMorna ocsarHyT1 uporo. Icyc 6yB — i € — uieto
JltoanHoto.

Po3muiinsatounch Haa uieto nogdieto
yumano naen, a Mixk HUMKU 1 CNaBHUN
yKpaiHCbKMi chinocod i 6orocnos, Mpuropin
CkoBopogaa, 3HanLwnm rmmboke 3Ha4YeHHs y
cnosax: «A He mato nguHu» . BoHn 3ayBaxunnu,
LLIO Lie He HaCTINbKM HapikaHHs, LWo bpakye
nogen, ski 6 XoTinm 4oONOMOITH iHLIOMY, SIK BOHO

life so that he might stay alive? At any rate he
fared better than some who might have died of
hunger and disease in such a situation.

It is possible that he might have gotten
used to such a life. Think of it. Once he was
able to get around, his whole life and as well as
the expectations concerning him would change
drastically. He would have to get employment
after being unemployed for almost two
generations — or he would have to beg or steal.
He would have to find a place to live. He would
no longer be able to lie beside the pool and
wait for someone to bring him what he needed.
Did he really want such a change in his life?
Jesus’ question was quite perceptive.

The man said: “Yes”. And so the Lord,
by the same Divine energy, by which He
overcame death and hell after taking our death
into Himself upon the Cross, raised him up
from the bed of sickness upon which he had
lain so long. And a new life began with all of its
challenges. He took up his bed and walked into
this new life.

Actually his “Yes” was not a clear one.
It was rather implied in the paralytic’s sorrowful
explanation of his state: “Sir, | have no man to
put me into the pool when the water is stirred
up; but while | am coming, another steps down
before me.” This statement may have been
understood simply as a complaint. But Jesus
did not take it that way. The Lord knew the
man’s desire. He wanted to be well. He needed
a man to help him. Jesus was — is — that Man.

Meditating on this event many people,
including the renowned Ukrainian philosopher-
theologian Hryhoriy Skovoroda, have found
profound meaning in the words: “| have no
man”. They have noted that this expression is
not so much a complaint against the lack of
people to help one, as it is a declaration of the
state of humanity corrupted by the fall, which
affects everyone who lives upon the earth.

However in our Lord Jesus Christ we
see True humanity — the True Man Who is also




€ OCBiQ4YeHHsIM NPO CTaH NoAcTBa, aKke
NOLLUKOIKEHE rpixonagiHHAM, SKY NCye KOXHOro,
LLLO >XMBE Ha 3eMIli.

Ta B Hawomy [Nocnogi lcycosi XpucTtosi
Mu 6aummo ginicHy JltognHy, sika piBHOYACHO € i
Borom IcTHHUM, KOTpuin «NPUILLOB HE Ha Te,
wo6 cnyxunu Momy, ane wob nocrnyxuty, i gyLuy
Ceoto gatu Ha BuKyn 3a baratbox» (Mapka
10:45). JiogcbkicTb, siky nobayms i BigyyB
cnapanisoBaHUi B iHWNX Ta 1 y cobi, Ta Wwo
cniwnTb 3006YyTM TOro YOro XXaaae nepea TUM, sK
Oro XTOChb iHLWNK 3aX0MNnUTb, HE 3Ba)Kaloum Ha Te,
4n ue baxaHe 6yge abo moxe 6yTn Ha Jobpo
iHLIMM a He Tinbku cobi — ue nuile TiHb
NIOACLKOCTI. Te XX caMme MOXHa ckasaTth Npo Taky
NIOACLKICTb, sIka He pajie WacTam iHWoro a
HamaraeTbCsa 3HaWUTK B HbOMY SIKYCb HegocTauy. |
LS TiHb NOACBKOCTI — ChiflbHa cnadLmHa BCiX
aiten Bnanoro Agama. Ane Llepkea B Len
[MacxanbHWiM Yac rofiocHO 1 NEPEMOXHO OCMIBYE i
nporonowye npo Jo6py HoBuHy, sika
nepeTBOpPIOE TiHb Ha sicHe CBITIo.

Ocb uga [Jobpa HoBuHa: cnpaexHs
JlrognHa diticHo npudiwna ans KoXHoro 3 Hac. Lia
JioguHa — lcyc 3 Hasapety. Haw Nocnogps Ceoeto
X nobpoto Boneto Ta [1to6oB’10 noegHyeTbCA 3
HaMu i 3anpoLuye Hac 3pocTaTu y NoCTiMHO
3pOCTal4oMy €HaHHIO Ta 3narodi 3 Hum. Mu
crnpaBai MOXXeMO nepeaaTtn BCce CBOE XUTTHA B
Moro pyku — nocnigoBHo it nocTinHo. MepeaaHHst
BCLOrO HaLoro XuTTs B Moro pyku gae Ham
LLiNiCHICTb, SIKOI MM iHaKLLe HiKonn He mornu ©
OCArHYTW.

Mwu moxxemo abo NocTiNHO nexaTtn B Heaysi abo
pBaTUCA NeperHaTu iHWWX, SKi XxagaTb Te Yn
iHwe gobpo — abo Mn MOXXeMo cTaBaTtu
3gopoBuMK. Lig dinicHicTb Takox BKItoyae B cobi
Bi4MOBIgAaNbHICTL AiNUTUCA cBoiM Aobpom, To6TO
L€t NOBHOTOH, 3 iHLUMMKN 6e3niy pi3HUMM
cnocobamu, sik gae Ham Nocnoab. Lle cknagHa
cnpaea. Ane BapTicHa! Yu xouemo cTaBatu
3g0opoBuMn?

True God, Who “did not come to be served, but
to serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many” (Mark 10:45). The sort of humanity
which the paralytic saw and experienced in
others — and in himself as well, the sort that
rushes to get something desired before
someone else gets there, regardless of
whether or not this thing which is desired will or
can be a blessing to others as well —is only a
shadow of humanity. The same holds true for
the sort of humanity that does not rejoice in
another’s blessing but instead seeks to find
fault with it. And this sort of shadow humanity
is the common heritage of all the children of
fallen Adam. Yet the Church at this Paschal
time loudly and triumphantly sings and shouts
out the Good News which transforms shadow
into light.

The Good News is that the true Man
has truly come to and for each and every one
of us. Itis Jesus of Nazareth. Of His own good
will and love our Lord unites Himself with us
and invites us to grow in ever increasing unity
and harmony with Him. We can indeed place
our lives in His hands — consistently and
persistently. Putting our whole lives into His
hands gives us a wholeness that we shall
never otherwise be able to achieve.

We shall continually be lying about ill, or
seeking to out-dash others who seek some
good thing or other — or we can be made well.
This wholeness also includes the responsibility
to share our wealth — our growing wholeness -
with others in an endless number of ways, as
the Lord provides. It is challenging. But it is
worth it. Do we want to be made well?




