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Hepina 9-ta no
MN'aTmpecaTtHumui: BiH
niwoB noMmonuTucs!

Ninth Sunday after
Pentecost: He Went up to
Pray!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

CborogHiwHs €paHrenisa (Matsis 14:22-
34) xBuarw4e onncye 4yao Icycosoro
XO[)KeHHS Mo mopto. Moro yueHns, Metpo,
nobaumBLLM Le Haa3BMYaliHE BUAOBULLE,
BiAYYB HATXHEHHS NonpocuTn bnarogarTi
Te X caMme pobutn — i Tak ctanocsa! A
ToAi CTaB nmepenmMaTuCs TUM, SK Xe ue
MOXJ/IMBO MOMY YMHUTU TE, LLO YMHUTB. ]
«bayaum Bennky bypto» i ctaB 6osTucs.
3pa3y no4daB notonatu. Ane BiH He
po3rybuscs. BiH 3HaB Kyau 3BEpHYTUCS
O NoMiy. BiH KpUKHYB «PsTyln MeHe,

focnoau», npocTtarHyswmn pyku o Icyca.

«I 3apa3 Icyc npocTsr pykKy n cxonus
moro... [I A]k 4O YOBHA >X BOHM BBIlLLINK,
6yps BwyxHyna». TyT A4INCHO ogHe 4yno
3a ApyruM. Sk BipHO NOCTynuAun Ti, WO
6ynun B YOBHi, MOK/IOHUTUCS NOMY I
nporonocuTu: «Tu cnpasai CuH boxuin!»
BoHu BCcBigoMmnnu, wo BiH aie boxoto
CU/IO0 Ta BAAOHO.

baraTto3Ha4yHuM BMCAIB 3HAX0AMTbLCS Ha
rnoyaTKy LbOro €EBaHresnIbCbKoro
UNTaHHSA, SKOro MU, MOXJINBO,
npoo4nnu, 60 X Ui cnoBa NpoOCTO AatoTb
BCTYN A8 XBUOKOYOI Noaii, aKka
po3ropTtaEeTbcsi. Ocb Ti cnoBa: «BiH Ha
ropy niwoB NOMOJIUTUCA HAacaMoTi».
IcycoBa Monutea! Ocb TyT Axepeno

Today's Gospel reading (Matthew 14:22-
34) gives a dramatic account of the
miracle of Jesus' walking upon the sea.
His disciple, Peter, seeing this most
extraordinary sight, was inspired to ask
for the grace to do the same - and did so!
Until he started worrying about how he
could be doing what he was doing. Then
he "saw the wind" and became afraid. At
once he started to sink. Yet he did not
lose his presence of mind. He knew where
help was available. "Lord, save me," he
cried out, reaching to Jesus. And "Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and
caught him... And when they got into the
boat, the wind ceased". Here indeed is
miracle upon miracle. How right were
those in the boat to worship Jesus and
proclaim: "Truly You are the Son of God".
They recognized that He was acting with
the power and authority of God.

There is a significant phrase at the very
beginning of this Gospel reading which we
may have missed because it simply sets
the stage for the unfolding drama. Here it
is: "He went up on the mountain by
Himself to pray". The prayer of Jesus!
Here is the source of the miracles He
wrought! He did signs and wonders to
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Woro uypec! BiH TBOPMB 03HaKK Ta 4yaa,
wob BmBSABUTK npuwecTts B cuni LlapcTea
Bboxoro. BiH TBopuB ix Cunoto boxoto,
ska 6yna Tak psICHO AOCTyrMHow Momy
yepes Moro MonuTey. BiH He paxyBaB
MapHWUM TOW 4ac NpoOBEAEHUN Y
MOJIMTOBHOMY CRisIKyBaHHi 3 OTueM
HebecHunM - i He BBaxaB, IO Le
3aMHATTA A4NS BiIbHOro Yacy, Koau
HeMa€ HiYyoro iHWoro 4mMMm. byabMo 4ecHi:
YM He caMe TakK MW OMBUMOCSH Ha
MonuTtey? Yu He AyMaEMO 4acoM, Wo ue
NMpOCTO CBOro poAy HaMmaraHHs
cnpunmaTtu 6axkaHe 3a aircHe? Ynu
3axXUCT Ansa TUX, SKi HaaTo nenadi, wob
haBaTu caMi cobi pagy? Ym moxnmeo,
LOCb Take, Wo Aa€e HaMm 3Mory
no4yyBaTuCs, WO MM BCE X Take — fobpi
noan? Ym npocto 060B’530K,
3aHeabaHHA AKOro CNpUYUHIOE B HAC
HENpUEMHE NMOYyTTH NPOBUHU — | TOMY
MU CTapaEMocCs sikHanhwsugwe Biabytn
noro, wob6 nepentn Ao 4orocb
uikasiworo?

SICHO WO 30BCiM He TaK AnBUBCS Icyc Ha
Monutsy. Ta X BiH HaBiTb BigCcKunas
mopaen Big Cebe, Wwob MaTtn yac Ha
MonuTsy! Monutea 6yna Momy 3B’a3koM
3 [xepenom Xutts, Moro psaTyHkom!
BoHa 6yna Takow X Baxnusoto Momy, sk
AnxaHHA. MonunTteoto BiH 3Haxoane cuny
[0 XWUTTS Ta TBOPEHHS Yyaec. MonauTeoto
BiH 3n006yBaB NpoOBUAIHHSA Ta 3a0XO0TY.
MonuTea BigHOBMOBaa Ta MOCTIAHO
BiACBiXYBano Moro cBigomicTb
6e3nepepnBHOIro cnifikyBaHHs 3 borom
OTuemM. Monuteoto Icyca Hebo 11 3emns
noegHyBanucs anga Heoro i anga tTmx, gki
cnyxanu Woro i Mwnu 3a Hum.

BpaTtn 1 cectpu - Tpeba n Ham
3a4yMaTUCSH YBaXKHO Haj L€ Crpasolo.
Mun MycuMo nepemMiHuTK CBili nornsag npo
MonuTtBy. HaM Tak noTpibHo Toro, o
pae Monutea: cninikyBaHHA 3 borowm,
NnpoBuAiHHA, eHepria! Y Hac kpnyyya
notpeba umx cnpas. He B TOMy piy, Wo
Monutea npumycutb Bora gatn Ham
TOro, wo BiH iHakwe He AaB 6u.
MonuTtea 30BCiM He MiHdA€ bora. bor
3aBXxamn 6e3mMexHo weapuii. BiH NocCTiiHO

show the coming of the Kingdom of God
in power. He did them by the Energy of
God, which was available to Him so
plenteously because of His prayer. He did
not consider the time He spent in
prayerful communion with the Father to
be wasted or to be a leisure-time activity
- something to be done when He was not
too busy. Lets be honest: Is that not how
we often view prayer? Do we not
sometimes think that it is just another
word for wishful thinking? Or a refuge for
people who are too lazy to do something
to help themselves? Or just something to
make us feel that we are good people? Or
merely a duty we feel guilty about
neglecting - so we try to get it over with
as quickly as we can?

Obviously this is not how Jesus viewed
prayer. He actually sent people away so
that He could have the time to pray!
Prayer was His life-line. Prayer was as
essential to Him as breathing. Through
prayer He found the power to live and do
His wonders. Through prayer He received
guidance and encouragement. Prayer
restored and kept ever fresh His
awareness of His continual communion
with God the Father. Through Jesus'
prayer Heaven and earth came together
for Him and for those who heard and
followed Him.

Brothers and sisters - we need to ponder
this message very carefully. We need to
change our idea about prayer. We

need what prayer provides - communion
with God, direction, energy! We need
these things desperately. It is not that
prayer will make God give us things that
otherwise He would not give. Prayer does
not change God at all. God is always
infinitely generous. He is continually
pouring out His grace upon us - upon all
His creatures - as rain upon the thirsty,
parched ground of our fallen, imperfect
human nature. But we are not

always receiving that grace. We need to
receive it. Prayer makes us open to
receive it. Prayer does not change God -
it changes us! Change is the meaning of




Bunumeae Ceoto bnarogatb Ha Hac — Ta Ha
BCe CTBOPiHHA Moro - gouw, Ha cnparny,
rnepecoxsy 3eMsit0 Haloil 3incyToi rpixom
HeBAOCKOHAaAEeHOI NoACbKOoI npupoaun. Ta
He 3aBXXAW MU COpUIMaEMO Ui€i
BnaroaaTi. M Mmycummo ii npuiimaTn.
Monutea He bora 3MiHIOE — BOHa 3MIiHIOE
Hac! A B Uil nepeMiHi — CyTb MOKasHHS.
He HaaTo Mi3HO AN HAc 3MIHUTUCH — MU
XK MOCTIMHO 3MiHIOEMOChL. 3p0biMo Tak,
wob usa nepemiHa byna ansa Hac 3MiHOW
Ha Kpawe. BigHOBiIMO Hali 3ycunng B
MonuTsi. MpoaoBXynMMO KNMKaTn A0
bora y Hawunx gyMmkKax Ta CBOIMMW yCTaMM.
MocBAYYMMO Yac Ha 30Ccepen)KeHy Ha
Bora Monutey. NocBA4YyMMO 4ac Ha
npocnasaeHHs bora Ta No6oXHi UMHN —
BAOMa, Ha CaMOTi, 3 pOAMHOIO Ta B
Xpami. Lle x MonuteBa nepeTBOpPIOE HAC
Ha CNpaBXXHIX MOBHOUIHHUX JHOAEN.

repentance. It is not too late for us to
change - we are changing all the time.
Lets make that change a change for the
better. Lets renew our efforts in prayer.
Lets keep on calling out to God in our
minds and with our mouths. Lets make
time for focused prayer. Lets make time
for worship and devotion - at home, alone
and with our families, and in Church.
Prayer is what makes us truly human.




