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THE NATIVITY OF THE
THEOTOKOS:
Sorrow is transformed into Joy

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kyraw

kutash@unicorne.org

Ha 21-ro BepecHs 3a rpuropiaHCbKUM
KaneHgapem (ue — 8-ro BepecHs 3a
t0NiaHCBbKNM) MU CBATKYEMO BENUKUIA
MpasHuk Pisgga lMNMpeceatoi boropoawi,
AKUN piBHOX € lNMpecTornbHUM pasHuKom
ykpaiHcbkux LlepkoB i CobopiB, siki HOCATb
noyvecHe iM’a MpemyapocTi Boxoi, To6To
Codii 60 x «Codpisi» Ha rpeubkii MOBI Lie
BnacHo «[pemyapictb».

O6opoHeup NMpasocnas’a aBTop
YMCNeHHNX Borom HaTXHEHNX LEPKOBHNX
cnisis, CB. IBaH [lamackuH, ocb Lie nucas
npo ue Cesaro: «[eHb Pizgsa boxoi
MaTepi — Le AeHb BCeneHCcbKoi pagocCTi
60 4epes boxy Marip yBecb noacbkui
pi4 OHOBMBCS | CMYTOK MepLUoi Matepi,
€8u, pagicTio CTaBy.

LLlo X ue 3a cMyTOK €B1? BiH noxoauTb

On September 21 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is September 8 on the
Julian) we celebrate the great Feast of the
Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos, which
is also the Patronal Feast Day of Ukrainian
Churches and Cathedral bearing the name
of Holy Wisdom (popularly rendered in
English as St. Sophia or St. Sophie — since
“Sophia” is the Greek word for “Wisdom”).

The defender of Orthodoxy and author of
many inspired hymns of the Church, St.
John of Damascus, had this to say about
this Feast: “The day of the Nativity of the
Mother of God is a day of universal joy for,
through the Mother of God, the entire
human race was renewed and the sorrow
of the first mother, Eve, was transformed
into joy”.
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BHACMigoK BENUKOI Tparegii, ska npynana
NOACHKIA POAVHI, SIKOT Neplia MaTth — Le
€a. Ls Tparegiqa — rpixonagiHHg, BTpaTa
nepeicHOro 6narogaTHOro CTaHy, Lo
HacTaB Yepe3 Henocnyx Agama n €su. Le
rpixonagiHHA ornMcye CUMBOJSTIYHO
pO3noBiab NPO CNOXXMBaHHS
3abopoHeHoro nnogy. BoHa npocto
o3Havae, wo Agam i €sa 3pagunm
BigHOLWEHHA nNtoboBi Ta JoBIp’s, ke Byno
MK HUMM | Borowm, ixHim TBopuem,
Batbkom i Mpuarenem. BiH 6yB ckasas im
CTPMMyBATUCSA Bi CNOXUBAHHA Nnoay
Aepesa nisHaHHA gobpa 1 3na. [Hwummn
cnoeamu BiH 3aknukaB ix 6yTu BipHUMUK
BiJHOLLIEHHIO Mi>XXK HUMWN — Mi>K BaTbKkoM i
Woro gitbMu. €auHnii cnoci6, sIKUM BOHU
mMornn 6 «nisHaTu» godpo 1 310 ue
3MTOMUTU BigHOLLEHHS cBO€E 3 Borom i uym
BOHM Ni3HatoTh, LWO Lie Take ByTn
Bigvy>keHnmu Big Heoro. | ue n ctanocs.
BoHu 3nomunu BigHOLLEHHS | OCb
HacTynunn copomMm, cTpax i cMepTb. Tak,
OCb TOAi BOHM Mi3Hann goopo i 3no.
[o6po — 6yTtn 3 borom, a 3no - 6ytn
BigoaneHumu Big Heoro.

OpHak bor He nokuHyB CBoix giten. Bin
NpUroToBMB LOPOry 4S5 HOBOrO
BiIHOLUEHHS 3 HUMMU, SIKOTO BXE HEe MOXHa
3noMnTn. boropoaumud, Kol HapoaXKeHHS
MU CBATKYEMO Byna TUM cepeHUKOM y
CTBOPEHHIO LIbOro HOBOIO €4HaHHs. BoHa
cTana HoBot MarTip’to nacbkoro poay.
Yepes Hei bor CuH cTaB JltognHot —
TOoOTO BorontoauHolo, SIKMN HaBIKK
noegHaB y Cobi boxecTBo i NIOACLKICTL. Y
Hbomy i yepes Hboro posaineHHs
NPUNNHEHE — COPOM, CTpax i CMepTb
3ynuHeHI | NoboB, O0BIP’S | XUTTA
nepemornu. Lo 3a pagicte ang uiel
Marepi, uiei HOBOI €BM, B TOMY LLIO BOHA i
1T giTn Tenep i Haszaexam 6e3neyHi i Bgoma
3 Otuem HebecHum! CnpaBai cMyTOK
pagicTio cTas!

CB. AHgpin Kputcbkuia, TBOpeLb
MokasiHHOro KaHOHy, SIKOro Cny><umMo B
Benuvkun licT, BUCNOBOE pagicTb
XPUCTUSIH CNOMMHAKYM OCb TaK AeHb

What was this sorrow of Eve’s? It was the
result of the great tragedy that befell the
human family, of which Eve was the first
mother. That tragedy was the fall — the loss
of the original state of grace due to the
disobedience of Adam and Eve. This fall is
described in a symbolic way in the story of
the eating of the forbidden fruit. It means
simply that Adam and Eve betrayed the
relationship of love and trust which existed
between them and God, their Creator,
Father and Friend. He had told them to
refrain from eating of the fruit of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil. In other words,
He had invited them to be faithful to the
relationship between them — between the
Father and His children. The only way for
them to “know” good and evil was to break
their relationship with God and thus
experience what it was like to be separated
from Him. And that is exactly what
happened. They broke the relationship and
on to the scene came shame, fear and
death. Yes, they now knew good and evil.
Good was being with God; evil was being
separated from Him.

However, God did not abandon His
children. He prepared the way for a new
relationship with them, which could not be
broken. The Theotokos whose birth we
celebrate was the instrument by which that
new union was created. She became the
new Mother of the human race, the new
Eve. Through her, God the Son became a
Human — the Godman, forever uniting in
Himself divinity and humanity. In Him and
through Him the separation is brought to an
end — shame, fear and death have come to
an end, and love, trust and life have won.
What joy for this Mother, this new Eve, to
find that she and her children are once
more and forever safe and at home with the
Father! Truly sorrow has been transformed
into joy!

St. Andrew of Crete, author of the
Penitential Canon which we pray during
Great Lent, expresses the joy of Christians
in remembering the birthday of this
repository of the Wisdom of God: “For




HapOAKEHHS Liboro Bmictunuwa
MpemyapocTi Boxoi: «bo cborogHi
HapoAWNOChb ANTSA, Big AKOro My 3gobynu
cnaciHHs, Xpucta — bora n Cnosa, Akui
npubyeLwn nepebyBae 3 HAMN HABIKNY.
OTox paginmo, gakyroun borosi 3a gap
Boropoauui, Hawoi MaTepi, i npocsun ii
MonuntoB cTapanMocs XuUTn n TpyanuTmca
B €gHoCTi 3 borowm, y BigHOBNeHOMY
BiJHOLLEHHIO NOOOBI Ta AOBIP’S.

today a child is born, from whom we have
received salvation, Christ God and Word,
who, having come, abides with us forever”.
Let us rejoice then, thanking God for the gift
of the Theotokos, our Mother, and, asking
for her prayers, let us strive to live and work
in harmony with God, in a renewed
relationship of love and trust.




