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HYOMY BT1/INBCS1 CMH
BbO)XUN?

THE REASON FOR THE
INCARNATION

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw

kutash@unicorne.org

PisaBo Nocnopa Bora i Cnaca Haworo
Icyca Xpucta

CborogHi CBATKYEMO BENUKNN
Mpa3sHuk HapoaxeHHs Ha 3emni CuHa
Boxoro, Nocnoga, bora i Cnaca Haworo
Icyca Xpucta, Opyroi Ocobwu lNpecssToi
Tpownui. BiH HapoamBecs Ha cBiTi, Wwob byTn
3 HamMu, WoO Hac nigHecTW Ao TiAHOCTI
niten boxux.

Cs. IBaH 3onoToycTtui, 9koro
JTiTyprito crnyXumMo maimke KOXHOT Hegini y
Hawmx Xpamax, 3anutye: «4u € Lwoch
piBHe ubomy [NpaHukoBi? bor - Ha 3emni,
noguHa - Ha Hebi. AHrenu cnyxatb
nogam; nogu cninkyrTbea 3 AHrenamm ta
iHWKnMKn HebecHumu Cunamm». A
Ceatutens [‘puropin MNanama Tak
BMCIOBMOETLCSA NO-O00roCIOBCLKOMY MPO
uen MNpasHuk: «CnH Boxnin ctae
JliognHoto, wob nokasaTtun, Ha Ky BUCOTY
BiH Hac NigHOCUTb...; NokasaTu, B Ky

The Nativity of our Lord, God and
Saviour Jesus Christ

Today we celebrate the great Feast
of the Nativity upon the earth of the Son of
God, our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, the Second Person of the Most Holy
Trinity. He was born in this world to be with
us, to elevate us to the dignity of the
children of God.

St. John Chrysostom, whose Liturgy
we celebrate nearly every Sunday, asks: “Is
there anything to equal this Feast? God is
on the earth and man is in Heaven; the
Angels serve men, and men have
communion with the Angels and other
Heavenly Powers”. St. Gregory Palamas
offers this theological elucidation of this
Feast: “The Son of God became Man to
show the loftiness of the dignity to which He
raises us...; to show [also] the depths of
evil into which we had fallen, for it was
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©e304HI0 3na My Bnanu, wo noTpidHo
Oyno BTineHHst borax. | gopae: «llob
3’eQHaTn po3aineHnx eCTBOM NIOAEN i
Bora, Cam Xpuctoc npunmae obugea
icTBa» LebTo cTae borovyonosikom.

Mpo uto TarHy YyAoBO i TAKOX
rnMBoko No-60rocnoBCLKOMY CNiBatoTh i
Hawi ykpaiHcbki konagku. Ocb Hanpuknag
Bigoma konsaka «Ha Hebi sipkay : «XBuns
cnaceHHda Ham 3aButana,/ bor B
Budoneemi paxgaecn:/ LLob 3emnio 3
Hebom B ogHo 3ny4unTu,/ Xpuctoc
poauBecs — cnasite!». A gpyra, MeHwWw
Bigoma («bor npupoay»), cnisae: «bor
npupoay, bor npmnpoay,/ LWobwn Bigkynutn,
nocagutu/ Y CioHi Ha TpoHi,/ Cam
cmupuBcs, Bonnotuecs,/ MNpunLLIOB B CBIT i
no Bik 6ye i 6yge bor!»

A vomy ue BunHMB Nocnoab Bor?
Yomy xoTiB BiH Hac 3’egHaTn 3 HeGowm,
wo6 6ynn mu 3 Hum Ha TpoHi? Cs. IBaH
Borocnos nosicHoe Ue Ham: «Tak 6o bor
nontodbus cBiT, Wo aas CuHa Csoro
€OUHOPOLHOrO, OB KOXEH, XTO Bipye B
Hboro, He 3rMHyB, ane mMaB XUTTH BiYHE»
(Isan 3:16). A Cs. An. lNaBno nuwe B
MNocnaHHi go Pumnsan: «bor goBoguTtb
[BUABNs€] ceoto NoboB A0 HAC TUM, LLO
XpucToc ymep 3a Hac, Konu My 6ynu we
rpilwHKamuny (5:8). OTOX ycsa npuynHa
HapogxxeHHs CnHa Boxoro ans Hac ue -
6eamexHa nodos OTua HebecHoro oo
Hac.

Uum mn konu yceigomntoBanu cooi,
o Taki mu ynobnexi borom, wo CuH
Boxwui, pyra Ocoba MNpeceatoi Tpowui,
pagun Hac NPUMHAB MOACHKY iICTOTY, paau
Hac i nocTpaxaas — i BOCKpeC i3 MepTBUX,
Ha3aexau NobopoBLLM CMEPTL?
YcBigoMneHHs Lboro — HambinbLua
pagictb! Hanbinblwa usi cnoHyka
LWwaHyBaTu camoro cebe, SKoro/siky Tak
nontobus bor. HanbinbLa ue cnoHyka n
nobuTtn GrmxkHix, Wwo € boxun gap anga
Hac, Wob y HUX, Yy CAYXIHHIO M, MK
nisHasanu Bora 1 Mlomy cryxunu, - Tomy,
Wwo Tak BiH Hac nontobue Hac i Ham
MOCNYXMB.

Y uin xe noboBi 3HaxoaMMo

necessary for the Son of God to become
incarnate [to raise us from these depths]”.
He adds: “In order to unite these separate
essences, the human and the Divine, Christ
Himself accepts both essences”, that is, He
becomes the God-man [Theanthropos].

Our Ukrainian Christmas carols also
speak, with wonderful and profound
theological insight, of this Mystery. For
example, the familiar carol “Na Nebi Zirka”
(“A Star in the Heavens”) says: “The time of
salvation has come for us -/ God is born in
Bethlehem:/ To unite as one earth and
Heaven Christ was born — praise Him!”
Another, less known, “Boh pryrodu” (“God
Creation”) says: “God Creation, God
creation/ To redeem, to place/ In Zion on
the Throne,/ Himself humbled, was
incarnate,/ Came to earth and from eternity
was and is God!”.

But why did the Lord God do this?
Why did He wish to unite us with Heaven,
so that we might be with Him upon the
Throne? St. John the Divine explains in his
Gospel: “For God so loved the world that
He gave His only Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish, but have
eternal life” (John 3:16). The Apostle Paul
writes in his Letter to the Romans: “God
shows His love for us in that while we were
yet sinners Christ died for us” (5:8). Thus,
we can see that the reason for the Birth of
the Son of God among us was the
fathomless, boundless love for us of God
the Father.

Have we ever realized that God
loves us so much, that God the Son, the
Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity,
took on human nature for us, suffered for
us — and rose from the dead, utterly, for all
time, defeating the power of death? To fully
realize this is the greatest of joys! It offers
the greatest motivation to respect ourselves
since God loves us so much. It also offers
the greatest motivation to love our
neighbours, God’s gift to us, so that in
them, in serving them, we might know and
serve God — the One Who loves us so
much and came to serve us.




BignoBsiai Ha BCi 6bontoYi NMTAHHSA KUTTEBI.
Y uin nodoBi 3HaxogMMo BiAnoBiab Ha
©oni 1 cTpaxkaaHHA B CBITi. Y Ui ntoboBi
3HaxoguMo TpMBanu Mup, sIKOro Big Hac
HIXTO 1 Hikonw BigibpaTn He amoxe. [1o
uiel ceigomMocTi HaBiTb OyB AiNLwoB
cnaBHUM HanoneoH, akun, nicns cBoix
HeBOay CTaTu BOMOgapeEM CBITY, i3
3acnaHHsa Ha octposi Cs. OneHun, nucas
Tak: «Xp1CTOC He 3aBOVOBYBAB [epXaB i
He noTpsicaB CBITOM, K MWU. BiH npocTo
nonoodus ntogen i Cebe Bingas 3a HUX.» |
LlapcTBO B ntoacbkux cepusix 3400yB
XpucToc - BiYHe!

Hexar xe us ntoboB HAaNOBHUTD i
OHOBUTb HaLli cepusa! Hexan Bigkpme Ham
MOXIMBICTb LLUMPO Nontobutn ogHe
OAHOro — i uinun ceiT! Hexan ropuTb BoHa
nonym’siM Hagii Ha Kpalle ManbyTHe y
cepusax yCix Hy>Kgarumx, ronogarumnx,
rOHMMKX y HaLlomy cBiTi. Hexan miuHo
ropuTb BOHa i B cepusax Hawmx 6parTis i
cecTep B YkpaiHi! Hexan BoHa
nepeTBoptoe CBiT Ha Llapcteo Boxe!
Hexal 3BepLunTbCA Uinb, pagn Kol
BonnoTtueca Llap Hag uapamu i Bonogap
Hapg, BoniogapsiMu.

Xpuctoc HapogxyeTbea! CnasiMmo
Koro!

In this love we find the answers to
all our painful questions about life. In this
love we find the answers to the pain and
suffering in our world. In this love we find
lasting peace, which no one can ever take
away from us. The renowned Napoleon
came to this realization, after his failure to
become a world ruler, writing this from exile
on the island of St. Helena: “Christ did not
conquer nations, nor did He shake the
world, as we have done. He simply loved
people and gave Himself for them.” And He
won an eternal Kingdom in human hearts!

May this love fill and renew our
hearts. May it open the way for us to truly
love one another and all the world. May it
burn with the fire of hope for a better
tomorrow in the hearts of all who suffer, all
who hunger, all who are persecuted in our
world. May it burn brightly in the hearts of
our brothers and sisters in Ukraine. May it
transform our world into the Kingdom of
God. May it accomplish that for which the
King of kings and Lord of lords was
incarnate.

Christ is being born! We glorify Him!




