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CeBsita Myuennys Coqpisi i
IT Tpn gouykn Bipa, Hapgis i
Jlro60B

Holy Martyr Sophia and
her Three Daughters
Faith, Hope and Love

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kyraw

kutash@unicorne.org

«YecHoi Cogpii cBsILjeHHe BiTTA —
Bipa, i Hagisi, i JTlo60B y4ynHnIn
6naropartTio eNNIiIHCbKY MyApicTb
6e3yMCcTBOM; i, NOCTpa>xk[4aBLUM,
ABUJINCS NePEeMOIKHULSIMH, yBIHYaHI
Big Xpucta, Bnagmkn BCix, BiHYUsMn
HeTnniHHnmn» (KoHgak, ronoc 1)

Ha 30-ro BepecHs 3a
rpuropisHCbknM kaneHgapem (ue - 17-ro
BepecCHs 3a HiSHCbKNUM) MU CBATKYEMO
nam’atb CBaTUx Myuenunub Codii (skoi
iM'a 03Ha4vae «nNpemMyapicTb») i il TPbOX
A04O0K Bipu (no-rpeubkomMy «[llicTic»),
Hagaii (no-rpeubkomy «Ennic»), i Jlto6osi
(Ay>xe yacTo nepenaEMo NMPUKMETHUKOM
«Jlioba») (no-rpeubkoMy «Arani»).

Lli npeuiHHi XiHKM Hapoauuncsa B
ITanii y nepwomMy Ta Ha no4aTKy ApPYyroro
CTONITTA XPUCTUSAHCBLKOI A06uM. XKXunn

“Virtuous Sophia’s sacred branches,
Faith, Hope and Love, through Grace
have shown the wisdom of the
Greeks to be folly; and, having
suffered, were shown to be
conquerors, crowned by Christ, the
Lord of all, with crowns
incorruptible.” (Kontakion, Tone 1)

On September 30 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is September 17 on the
Julian) we celebrate the memory of the
Holy Martyrs Sophia (whose hame means
“wisdom”) and her daughters Faith (in
Greek “Pistis”, in Ukrainian “Vira”, usually
spelled Vera in English), Hope (in Greek
“Elpis”, in Ukrainian “Nadiya”, usually
spelled Nadia in English - sometimes
rendered as Nadine) and Love (also called
Charity) (in Greek “Agape”, in Ukrainian
“Lyubov” - often rendered as the
adjective “Lyuba” which means “beloved”



http://www.uocc.ca/
http://www.uocc.ca/en-ca/faith/articles/frikutash/
mailto:kutash@unicorne.org

BOHM I cBigumMnm npo Nocnoaa B M. Pumi
B Yaci BONOAIHHA iMNepaTopa AapisHa
(117-138). Lle TOn, SKMN pO3rpoMmnB
€EpycanunM i HaBiTb NepelriMeHyBaB MOro
rno cobi, sk Aenia KanitoniHa, Ta
nepenmeHysas i lOgeto 3a
dunuctmmnaHamu sk Cupia-fanectmHa.

Codbis 6yna 3aMOXHOI BAOBOIO,
sika npunwia 4o Bipn B Xpucra,
MOX/IMBO Yepe3 nocnigosHukis CB.
MaBna, ssknii 6yB yB'A3HEHWI | NPUIHSB
cMepTb MyyeHuka y Pumi. Moro
YB'A3HEHHS TYT rMnbokKo Bigbunocs Ha
CTONNUIO KO/IMCb MOTYTHBOI iMMepii, sika
[0 HUHI We 30BCiM He 3HMKMa. MaBna,
AK rpoMagasiHuHa Pumy, TpuManu nia
AOMalHiM apewToM. BiH 6yB nocTiliHO
NpUB’A3aHMI NTaHLOroM 4o 04HOro 3
MpeTopCbKMX OXOPOHLIB, YeHIB
MOryTHbLOI YCTaHOBM, sika, 6yBano,
BCT@HOB/AMA i 3HIMana 1 iMmnepaTopis.,
60 X Ue BOHM NOCTIMHO OXOPOHSANN MOro
i cny>xunu iMm. MoxHa cobi Tinbku
YSBUTU, SKUA BNJIMB Mir MaTW Ha
yoJ10BiKa, WO NOCTiHO 6yB NpU HbOMY
PEBHUM, XapuU3MaTUYHWNI i BUCOKO-
KYNbTYPHUN XpUCTUSAHUH MaBno — i
OXOPOHLUi Ui perynapHo 4yeprysanucs.

OToXx He auBHO, Wo Codis
Ha3BaJsia CBOIX TPbOX AOHEYOK 3a TpbOMa
yecHoTaMu, AkMx xsanus laeno y
cBoeMy MocnaHHi Ao KopuHtsH (I
KopuHTaH 13). [liByaTa BMXOBYBannCs
6yT1 NO6OXHUN 1 BIAKPUTUMM LLOAO
iXHbOi Bipu. byno ue Hebe3neyHuM y
£06i, konu uto Bipy 3BnyaiHO yBaxkanu B
IMnepii — 0cobaMBO X Tak yBaxana
BNnaja - y KpawoMy Bunagaky, K
3a6060HM, a B FipWOMYy, AK BOPOXUI
PYX, SIKWIA NPOrHiBNSAB AepXXaBHUX 60riB,
AKUM XpUCTUSHU BiAMOBAAINCS
MOKNOHATUCS | BiAKMAANN, K
danbWmnBMX, i AKMN NepeTBOpPOBaB
KOJTMLLHIX MOCAYWHNX rpoMagsaH Ha
3anekanx NpOTUBHMKIB 3arajibHoO
NPUAHATUX acrnekTiB XUTTS B PuMi.

BicTka npo 6e3cTpallHi BUSHAHHS
Bipn umMx TpboXx AiBYaT, 3 NOTEHLUiSANIOM
«3apasnTn» iHWy MoNnoAb MicTa, Taku

or “dear one” - usually spelled Luba in
English).

These precious ladies were born in
Italy in the first and the beginning of the
second century of the Christian era. They
lived and bore testimony to the Lord in
the city of Rome during the time of the
Emperor Hadrian (117-138) - the same
one who devastated Jerusalem and even
renamed it after himself as Aelia
Capitolina, and renamed Judea after the
Philistines as Syria-Palaestina.

Sophia was a wealthy widow who
had come to faith in Christ, perhaps
through some of the followers of St. Paul
who had been imprisoned - and was
martyred — in Rome. His imprisonment
there had had a profound influence on the
capital of the once mighty empire which
has never completely died. Paul, as a
Roman citizen, was under house arrest
and was continually chained to a member
of the Praetorian guards, the powerful
organization which sometimes made and
broke Emperors, since they were the ones
who continually guarded and served him.
One can imagine the influence of the
passionate, charismatic and cultured
Christian Paul upon a man who was
continually in his presence - and the
guards would change regularly.

It is not surprising Sophia named
her three daughters after the three
virtues praised by Paul in his Letter to the
Corinthians (I Corinthians 13). The girls
were raised to be fervent and open about
their faith. This was often dangerous in a
time when this Faith was commonly
viewed in the Empire - especially by the
authorities - as, at best, a foolish
superstition, and, at worst, a hostile
movement which angered the civic gods,
whom the Christians refused to worship
and denounced as false, and turned
formerly obedient citizens into adamant
opponents of generally accepted aspects
of life in Rome.

News of the fearless professions of
faith of the three girls, with its dangerous




ainwna ao iMmnepartopa. AapisiH
NMPUKIJIMKaB AiB4aT MoOSABUTUCA nepen
HUM. BoHK 1 NnpuAwnn, peBHO
noMmonuBLNCh, Wob Nocnoab aas iM cuny
nepeHecTu Te, WO HareBHO HacTaHe B
HaCMigOK IXHbOI BiAKPUTOCTI 11 BigBarm.
Bipi 6yno 12 niT, Hagii — 10, a JTto6i - 9.

Konu ctano SsCHUM, Wo aHi
necrtouwi, aHi o6iussHKKN Haropoa, aHi
NMOrpo3u Hislk He BMJIMBaKTb Ha
MaHHOYOK, TO iMNepaTop X po3ainus,
ragatouu Wo ue matmMme SKUMNCb BNINB
Ha HMX. He Baanocsa. Toai Bigaas X Ha
TOpPTYpW nepea iXHbOK MaTip'io,
HaAilouymMChb WO ii MaTepUHCbKKUI 6ins
CMOHYKAE 11 HACTaBUTK TX XOY MPUHECTH
SIKYCb X€epTBY rpeubKin 60ruHi, Aptemiai,
Ky CaMy npeacTaBnsanu, sk xopobpy Ta
CUNbHY AiBMLUIO.

He Baanocs nomy Hiwo. [isyata
O[lHa 3a OZHOI0 MepeHecsIn TopTypu i
KOXHa Bigaana CBOE XUTTa ToMy, WO
nocTpaxaaB 3a BCiX — i 30 BCiMa — Ha
XpecTi Ha lonrodi i BigkpuB WNSAX 40
Pato i »xutTa BiyHOro CBoiM e XpecToM i
BockpeceHHSM. SK OCTaHHIN yaap — K
BiH HagisBcs — Codii, nonomaHi,
TOpTYypOBaHi Tina ii 4O0YOK nepeaanu
Codii Ana NOXOPOHEHHH.

Codis pagina xopobpicTto Ta
BipOtO AiBYATOK, ane B TOW caM vac i
MaTepuHCbKe cepue 6yno po3daxHyTe
6onem 3a HUX, | Ha TPEeTili AeHb BOHa "
nomepna 6ing ix rpoby. byno ue poky
137-ro. A yepes pik camoro AapisHa
noknukas ctaTu nepen Coboto
MpaseaoHuit i Munocepanuin Cypas i Llap
BCesieHHOoi. He Tak 3a pgoBro 6yae 2
TUCAYONITTH, WO WAHYIOTb YOTUPbLOX
MyueHunub. IxHi CsiTi Moluli, KaxyTb,
nepebyBatoTb y XiHO4YOMy MoHacTupi B
okonuui Ewas y Enb3aci B NiBHiYHO-
CXiaHin OpaHuii.

Im’a Codii «Mpemyapictb Boxxa»
po34instoTb 3 Heto (XO4Y BOHM He B i
YeCTb Ha3BaHi) AesKi HanpeKkpacHiwi
CBATUHI XpUCTUSHCBKOIO CBITY, a MiX
HUMM Benn4uHa Aria Codisa y MicTi, skoro

potential of “infecting” other young people
of the city, came to the ears of the
Emperor. Hadrian summoned the girls to
come before him. They did so after ardent
prayer for strength to endure what must
surely come about as a result of their
openness and courage. Faith was 12,
Hope was 10 and Love was 9.

When it became obvious that
neither flattery, nor promises of rewards,
nor threats would change the minds of
the young ladies, the Emperor separated
them, thinking that would have some
effect. It did not. He then ordered them
put to torture before their mother, hoping
that her pain would prompt her to
influence them to simply offer a sacrifice
to the Greek goddess Artemis, who was
herself depicted as a courageous and
powerful maiden.

It was all to no avail. One by one
the young ladies withstood the tortures
and gave their lives to the One, Who had
suffered for — and with all — upon the
Cross on Golgotha, opening the way to
Paradise and eternal life by His Cross and
Resurrection. As a final — as was hoped -
blow to Sophia, the broken, tortured
bodies of her daughters were given to
Sophia for burial.

Sophia rejoiced in the courage and
faith of her girls, but her mother’s heart
was also horribly broken and on the third
day she died at their tomb. This was the
year 137. A year later, Hadrian himself
was summoned before the Righteous and
Merciful Judge and King of the Universe.
The four martyrs have been honoured
now for what may soon be two millennia.
Their holy relics are said to repose in a
convent in Eschau in Alsace in North-
eastern France.

Sophia’s name “Holy Wisdom” is
shared (they are not named after her) by
some of the most splendid temples of
Christianity, among them the great Agia
Sophia in the city that was developed to
be the centre of the new Christian Roman
Empire, Constantinople, which is now




po36yayBanu 3 MeToto, Wob BoHO 6yno
ocepefKoM HOBOI - XpUCTUAHCBKOI -
Pumcbkoi IMnepii, y KoHcTaHTMHONONI,
SIKOro 3apa3 3ByTb Ctambynom (Typeubka
BEpPCisa rpeubkoro «Micto» - «CTo
nonic»). BennuHa Codis KniBcbka Lwe
oAHa Taka CBATUHSA.

Hexalt )xe cnoMuH, npuknag Ta
3aCTYMHULUTBO LUMX YOTUPLOX XOpPOobpunx
XIHOK AaloTb HAM HaTXHEHHS 6yTu
BipHUMW HawoMy BnarocnoBeHHOMY
Focnogesi y CKMagHMX vacax, B SKUX MU
NOKNMKaHI AaBaTu BipHe, HajinHe,
nobnsaye i mygpe ceigueHHs npo Heoro
HalWKWMW C0BaMu — Ta W gdinaMu. AMiHb.

called Istanbul (a Turkish version of the
Greek "The City” - “sto polis”). The great
Svyata Sofiya in Kyiv is another such
temple.

May the memory, example and
intercessions of these four courageous
ladies inspire us to be faithful to our
Blessed Lord in the challenging times in
which we are called upon to bear faithful,
hopeful, loving and wise testimony to Him
by our words - and our deeds. Amen.




