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The Holy Fathers of the First
Ecumenical Council
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«Caitao Big Ceitaa, Bora icrunnoro Big bora
icTuHHOTO...»

Y 7-my Henimto o Cesriii [1acni Cs. Llepksa
Biranosye Csatux Otuis [lepmoro Beenencekoro
Cobopy. Le#t Cobop OyB cknukanuii y 325 p. b. y
micTi Hikel (croroai e micto [3Hik y Typeuunni —
TaM BUPOOJISIOTH YyAOBY 1 MOMYJISIPHY CHHIO
kepamiky) CB. PiBHoamocroinpanM KoHcTanTanoM,
PUMCBKHM iIMIIEpaTOpOM, SIKMI IIPUITHHUB
nepecnigyBaHas Bipu XpucToBoi 1 3po0uB ii Bipoto
PumMchkoi iMmiepii.

Cs. Koncrantun no6a4us, 1o Tpeda 3HECTH HOALT y
LepxkBi, sxuii MOBCcTaB Yepe3 HaBYAHHS
OuiekcanaApifchKOTO CBsIEHNKa Apisi, OJIMCKy4Y0ro
MIPOTIOBIIHMKA, SKMH YYUB, Ha MiICTaBl pallioHaILHOTO

“Light of Light, True God of True God”

On the Seventh Sunday after Pascha the Holy Church
commemorates the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical
Council. This Council was convened in 325 A.D. in the
city of Nicea (today Iznik in Turkey, a source of popular
brilliant blue ceramics) by St. Constantine, Equal-to-the-
Apostles, the Emperor of Rome who stopped all persecu-
tion of the Faith of Christ and made it the faith of his Em-
pire.

St. Constantine found that it was necessary to put down the
division in the Church that arose as a result of the teaching
of the Alexandrian priest, Arius, an eloquent preacher, who
taught, on the basis of rationalistic argumentation, that Our
Lord Jesus Christ could not possibly be of the same
essence or nature as the Heavenly Father, but must be the



http://www.uocc.ca/
http://www.uocc.ca/en-ca/faith/articles/frikutash/

aprymenry, mo Ham ['ocmogs Icyc Xpucroc He Moxke OyTH
oxHoicToTHH 3 Otiem Hebecunm, a myciB 6u Oytn
HaWBHINM i Hairepuum 3 Moro TBOPiHb.

Hapuanns Apist cynepeuniio nocBinosi Liepksu, sike
ommcane y Cs. [Tucemi. XpucTusHu 3aBBaXIH, 10 bor y
CBoeMy BiTHOIICHHI JI0 JIIOICHKOTO poxy o6’ siBuB Cebe B
Tprox Bupazanx Ocobax: Orens i Cun i Camii yx. A
pa3om 3 TuM CB. [Iucemo pimryde mporomomrye, mo bor -
€uHAi.

Ham I'ocniops Icyc Xpucroc monuscs 1o bora,
nasuaroun Moro «Otue Miit» a Hapuap CBOiX yuHiB
MOJUTHUCH 10 Hhoro HazmBaroun Horo «Otue mamy. Bin
TaKo roBOpHUB, mo Bin i Orenp — OxHe, 1 110 TOW XTO
no6auus Moro 6auns i Otus Ta mo Bix mouute Jyxa
Casroro Big OTIIs.

Xou 3BHYANHA JTIOJICHKA JIOTIKA KaXe, 10 OfIHE 1 TPH HE
TOoTOXHE, NocBix LlepkBu i Boxe 00’ IBICHHS SICHO
BKa3yIOTh Ha Te, 1110 B bora Te, 110 JIIOasIM BUIIIsIIA€E
HEMOXKJIBHIM 1 HEJIOTIYHUM CIIpaBIi Taku miiicHe. bor —
OpnuH, i piBHOUacHO Bin — Tpu Ocobu OpHOICTOTHI.

He 3Baxkaroun Ha KPaCHOMOBHY palliOHaJTiCTHYHY
nponoBifab Apist, CBati OTIi TaKH MiATBEPIUIA TOCBI
Llepksu i cBimuenns C. [TucbMa, i iforo BueHHs Oyio
BiZIkMHeHe 1 3acymkeHe. Bipy [IpaBociaBay opopmuiu B
CumBori Bipu, SKxoro BXXHBaEMO y IIOJJICHHUX MOJHUTBAX 1
0COOJIMBO Ha TTOYaTKy €BXapUCTIHHOTO KAHOHY B
BoxxectBenniit JIiTyprii, TAKHM YHHOM MiATBEPKYIOUH,
1110 €IHaHHS MOMIXX boroM a JoapMu OCHOBYETBCS Ha
TOMY, 1110 € TIPABANBUM 1 pEaIbHHM.

Ti mo TBepAsATH Have O TO Te, IO BIPUTH JFOIIHA TIPO
Bbora — He BaxximBe, Ta 110 HaBuaHHs po CaTy Tpoio
— napemHa GpopMabHICTh, HE 3pO3YMLIH, 11O 1S iICTHHA —
KOHEYHO NoTpidHa. BoHa mporosorrye He TiBKH Te, 10 €
IiMCHUM 10 BiZHOLIEHH] 10 bora, ajge Takox Te, 1110
BiIHOCHTBCS 10 BChOro Moro TBOPIHHS: JIO JIIONEH, 10
AHrenis, Ta 10 Bcboro, 1o Bin crBopuB. BiH — nockoHana
€nnicte y PizHoManHiTHOCTI, OftnH y Tprox Ocobax. BiH i
Hac 3aKJINKae MposBIsATH Toi O0pa3 i craBaTi YuMpas
OimpIr mogiOHUMY 710 HhOTO, KHUBYYH TaK, K BIYHO JKUBE
Bin. CBapk# i HacHIUIS, SIKI IPOSIBIISIIOTHCST MIXK JTFOABMH —
He cymicHi 3 Moro Bonero! Bouu — Hacriok rpixa. A
JUKEPEIIo Tpixa — TOp/IMHS, SIKa HAIOJIATAE, [0 BCE
MOBUHHO OyTH TakuM, sk I #oro Gauy i Gaxato, 1m0 Bce
Mae OyTH TigurHeHe MOiii BoJti Ta Oa)XaHHTO.

Tak 6axaB Apiif i Tak 6aXaroTh yCi, IO MOJIOHEHI

greatest and most pre-eminent of all His creatures.

Arius’ teaching was contrary to the witness of the Church
which is recorded in the Holy Scriptures. Christians noted
that in God’s dealings with the human race He has revealed
Himself as Three distinct Persons: the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit. At the same time the Scripture is very clear
in proclaiming that there is only One God.

Our Lord Jesus Christ prayed to God calling Him “My
Father” and teaching His disciples to pray to Him as “our
Father”. He also said that He and the Father are One and
that whoever saw Him saw the Father also and that He
would send the Holy Spirit from the Father.

Although the usual human logic says that one and three are
not the same, the experience of the Church and the
revelation of God shows clearly that, with God, that which
to humans appears to be impossible and illogical — is
actually so! God is One and He is also Three
Consubstantial Persons.

Notwithstanding the eloquent preaching of Arius, the Holy
Fathers confirmed the experience of the Church and the
witness of the Holy Scripture and his teaching was refuted
and condemned. The Orthodox Faith was formulated in
the Symbol of the Faith which we use in our daily prayers
and especially at the beginning of the Eucharistic Canon in
the Divine Liturgy, thereby showing that union between
God and humans is based upon that which is true and real.

Those who say that what a person believes about God is
not important, and that the teaching about the Holy Trinity
is a useless formality, have not understood that this truth is
a crucial one. It proclaims not only that which is true of
God, but also that which is true of all His creation: humans
and Angels and all that He has made. God has created us
in His Image. He is perfect Unity in Diversity, One in
Three Persons. He has also called us to manifest that
Image and become like Him by living as He eternally
lives. The quarrels and violence that come about among
humans is not in keeping with His will. They are the result
of sin. The source of sin is pride, which insists that
everything must be as | perceive and desire it to be, that
everything must be submitted to my will and desire.

Such was the wish of Arius, and such is the wish of all who
are captivated by their own wisdom and beauty. A virtuous
life requires humility, the willingness to submit to the will
of God which He gradually unfolds to those who are
humble, who love God and thus also love His will and His




BJIACHOIO MYJZIPICTIO Ta Kpacoro. JloOpouecHe KUTTS
BUMarae CMHUpPEHHS — TOTOBHOCTI HiKopsTHCs Boui
Boxiit, ssxky Bin mocTymoBo BigkpuBae TuM, IKi CMUPEHHI
Ta AKi mo6naTe bora i THM camuM moGATs i Horo Bomo
i Moro cTBopinHsL.

JlockoHamnmii IpuKiIa Takoro cMupeHas — CaM Hail
Tocmons Icyc Xpucroc, SAxuit 3amxan miakopss Cede
OTLEeBi, HABITH TO/I, KOJIH 1€ BUIVIAAI0 MailKe
HEMOYJTHBHM, i MOJIMBCS 32 THX, sIKi Moro 3pamkysanm,
KPHBAWIH, BIIKUIANN H PO3MHUHAIIML..

[MigkopsiiMocs 1 Mu ﬁOMy 1 1r06iMO OJIHE OHOTO, K Bix
Hac moroouB. Bin moenuas Hac y CBofiii 1100081 3 OTiieMm
Heb6ecaum — 1 mocmaB Ham Cesaroro [lyxa Bin Otiis, mo6

IS €IHICTH CTaBaya JOCKOHANOK0.

Mu nsxyemo Momy 3a e. Mu Takoxk AsKyeMo i
BmranoByemo Ceatux OtmiB [lepmroro BeeneHncskoro
Cobopy, siki TBepo cranu Ha mocBini Llepku i
MPOTOJIOCHIIN IO criacarouy ictTuHy: mo B [ocnoai Icycosi
XpuctoBi Mu 6aunMo npaBauBy JIIOMUHY, JOCKOHAIHI
MPUKNIA AJIs1 KOXKHOT JIIONUHH, a Pa30M 3 TUM 1
[TpaBnuBoro bora, Ipyry Oco0y IIpecssitoi Tpoiii. Bin €
THM, YUM MU ITOBUHHI MMOCTIHHO CTaBaTH.

Ixne HaBuaHHS, TXHIl TIPUKIIAJ 1 IXHI MOJHUTBH JAIOTh HAM
BUKJIVK 1 3MIITHIOIOTh HAC, MO0 ITiTHOCHINCH KOXKHUH pas,
KOJIM TIJIbKH BIAJEMO 1 TIPSIMYBAIIH JI0 TOTO BUCOKOTO
MOKJIMKAHHS, SIKE Yy/JI0BO OKPECIIUB OJIUH 3 HAHOIIBIINX 3-
noMixk nux OtmiB, CB. Adanaciit OnekcaHIpiiCchKuH,
sk Hamucas: «bor cras JlronuHOO, 11100 JIFOAMHA MOIVIA
ctaTi 6OTOM.»

creation.

The perfect example of such humility is our Lord Himself,
Jesus Christ, Who always submitted Himself to the Father
even when this appeared nearly impossible to do, and Who
prayed for those Who betrayed, wronged, rejected and
crucified Him.

Let us also submit to Him and love one another as He has
loved us. He has united us in His Love with the Heavenly
Father — and has sent us the Holy Spirit from the Father to
make this union perfect!

We thank Him for this. We also thank and honour the Holy
Fathers of this First Ecumenical Council who stood firm
upon the experience of the Church and proclaimed this
saving truth: that in our Lord Jesus Christ we find the true
Man, the perfect Model for every human, and also the True
God, the Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity. He is as
we must ever keep on becoming.

Their teaching, their example and their prayers challenge
and strengthen us to rise again each time we fall, and to
keep pressing on to the high calling eloquently proclaimed
by one of the greatest of these Fathers, St. Athanasius of
Alexandria, who wrote: “God became Man so that man
might become god”.




