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CB. bnaroBipHni Irop, y
XpeweHHi IOpin, y
YepHeyrBi FaBpnin,

KHs13b YepHiriBCbkni,
Bennknn KHA3b
KniBcbknii

Holy Right-Believing Ihor, in
Baptism George, Tonsured
Gabriel,

Knyaz’ of Chernihiv, Great
Knyaz’ of Kyiv

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kyraw

kutash@unicorne.org

«Cnacu, boxe, nrogeit Teoix i
6narocnoBu Hacnigaa TBOE...
3acTyrnHMLUTBOM CBATUX 6s1aroBipHMXx
KHA3iB-cTpacToTtepnuiB — bopuca,
Fni6éa ta Iropsa ...» [ypuBok 3 JliTii,
Aob6pwuii Mactup (MoNTOBHHK),
2007]

Ha 18-ro uepBHs 3a
rpuropiaHcbknm kaneHgapem (ue 5-ro
YepBHS 3a l0NiaHCbKMM) MU CBATKYEMO
epeHeceHHs Mouwis CB. bnarosipHoro
CrpactoTtepnus Irops, y XpeweHHi lOpig,
y YepHeursi NaBpuina, KHA34
YepHiriscbkoro, Bennkoro KHa3a
KuiBcbkoro.

3 nepcnekTUBMU CBITCbKUX YCRiXiB
i cnasu, C.. Irop — Bennknii HeBaaxa.
Bin 6yB KHA3eM 3 pogy Onbrosudyis
(Ha3Ba Big Moro 6aTtbka Onera
CeaTocnasuHa, BHyka Cs. pocnasa
Myaporo, wo 6ys Bennkmm KHazeM

“Save Your People, O God, and bless
Your inheritances... through the
intercessions of... the Holy, True-
Believing Prince-Martyrs and Passion-
Bearers, Boris, Hlib and Ihor...” [from
the Litiya, The Good Shepherd
(Prayer Book), 2007]

On June 18 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is June 5 on the Julian)
we celebrate the Feast of the Translation
of the Relics of the Holy Right-Believing
Passion-Bearer Ihor, in Baptism George,
Tonsured Gabriel, Knyaz’ of Chernihiv and
Great Knyaz’ of Kyiv.

From the perspective of worldly
success and honour, St. Thor is, as the
modern jargon would put it, a big-time
loser. He was a Knyaz’ (Prince) of the
Ol'hovych family (named after his father
Oleh Svyatoslavych, grandson of St.
Yaroslav the Wise, who was Great Knyaz’
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o6’egHaHoi Wwe Kuniscbkoi Pyci), ki xunu
B iCTOPUYHOMY YKPATHCbKOMY MICTi
YepHirosi.

BpaT Irops, BceBonog, 6ys
Benunknm Knasem Kuniscbkum Big 1139 no
1146. BiguyBatoum HabnMKeHHs oro
BigxoA4y 3 Luboro ceiTy BceBonopg
BUpiLUIMB Ha3HauMTK cBoro 6parta, Irops,
CBOIM HacCTynHWMKOM. BiH 3i6paB KHA3iB i
rnoaas iM nouinyesatu XpecTta, K 3HaK
IXHbOI TOANIBHOCTI MOro HaMicHUKY. Ta
Ha >Kanb He TaK NiWan cnpasu.

CB. Irop Tak i npubyB y KuiB i
06HaB Benunko-KHsxuin Mpectin 1-ro
cepniHst 1147 p. Moro BonogiHHS
TpuBano nuwe 13 gHiB. HaceneHHs
Kunesa He ntobuno Onbroeudyis. BoHu
6ynun obypeHi NpoTn «TiyHiB»
BceBonopa, sk Hasmeanucs
ynpusinenosaHi cnyru KHa34, i npocunm
Iropsa 3MiHuUTK iX. BiH noroauscsa ane He
rnocniwmne A0BOAI 3 UMM, LLO Aasno Npusig
Moro HeTepnas4YuM NigBnagHNM
3BepHyTUCAa Ao KHasa MNMepescnasBcbKoro,
I3acnaBa, 3 poAy KOHKYPEHTIB
Mctucnasudis, skoro 6aTbko BOSIOAIB Ha
KneBoM fekinbka pokKiB paHile.

I3sicnaB nobiauBe Bincbka Irops
13-ro cepnHsa i nonoHuB Irops, gkuii He
Mir BTEKTM Yepe3 cnabicTb y Horax.
lMepemMoxeHoro KHA34 3aMKHyNu —
3riAHO 3 AeSKUMU AXepenamMun — B
«nopyb6i», To6T0 B pybneHomy
6yanHoukoBi 6e3 BikoH un asepen. Konu
3MWUAYBABLUWUCL Ha4 HUM HapeLwTi
BUpy6anu Irops 3 nopy6a BiH 6yB
6113bKO cMepTi. BiH 3pikcs BCAKUX
npeTeHsin o KMIBCbKOro TPOHY i
NPUIAHAB YepHeYunin nocTpur B MoHacTupi
CB. Teonopa, i CKOpo NpuUiiHAB | Bennky
Cxemy 3 iMmeHeM [aBpuina.

Irop Buayxas i nocBsaTne cebe
yepHeumMm noasuram. Ta NOro BOporn He
6ynun cnokirHi AOKW BiH OCTaBCs MiX
xmnsmmun. 3ibpanaca cepaunta opba, ska
BUpYLIKNAIA BOUTU NOro He 3BaXkatoum Ha
3anepeyeHHs i 3abopoHn MuTtpononuTta
Kuniecbkoro i Bonogummpa Mctucnasumua,
6paTta HoBooObpaHoro Benukoro KHsA3s
Izacnasa (skuin i cam 6yB NpoTn

of the united Kyivan Rus’) which was
located in the historic Ukrainian city of
Chernihiv.

Ihor's brother, Vsevolod, was
Great Knyaz’ of Kyiv from 1139 to 1146.
Sensing the coming of his passing from
this world, Vsevolod decided to make his
brother, Ihor, his successor. He gathered
the Knyazi together and had them kiss the
Cross as a sign of their loyalty to his
successor. Alas matters did not so unfold.

St. Ihor did indeed come to Kyiv
and was installed as Great Knyaz' on
August 13, 1147. His reign lasted 13
days. The populace of Kyiv did not like the
Ol'hovychi. They were angry at Vsevolod’s
“tiuns”, as the privileged servants of the
Knyaz’ were called and asked Ihor to
change them. He agreed but did not move
quickly enough and his impatient subjects
turned to the Knyaz’ of Pereyaslav,
Izyaslav of the rival Mstyslavych family,
whose father had ruled Kyiv some years
earlier.

Izyaslav defeated Ihor’s forces on
August 13, and captured Ihor who was
unable to flee because of a weakness of
the legs. The defeated Knyaz’ was
imprisoned — some sources say in a
“porub”, a log cabin without windows or
doors. When he was finally, mercifully, cut
out of the porub, he was at the point of
death. He renounced all claim to the
throne of Kyiv and accepted monastic
tonsure in the Monastery of St. Theodore,
soon receiving the great schema with the
name of Gabriel.

Ihor’s health returned and he
dedicated himself to monastic
endeavours. His enemies were not at
peace, however, as long as he remained
alive. An angry mob was formed and set
out to kill him, in spite of protests by the
Metropolitan of Kyiv and Volodymyr
Mstyslavych, brother of the newly
installed Great Knyaz’ Izyaslav (who was
himself opposed to the senseless
bloodshed).

St. Ihor was seized during the
Divine Liturgy as he prayed before an




6e3rny3aoro KpoBonponanTTa).

Cs. Iropsa cxonunu nig 4ac Cs.
JNliTyprii, Konun BiH MONMBCA nepea
IkoHo Boxoi MaTepi, aka nicng Toro
oTpuMarna Ha3By «IropiBcbka» (i
CbOroAiHi 3HaxoanTbca B Kneso-
Meuepcbkin Nlaspi). byno ue 2-ro
)KOBTHS! (19-ro BepecHs 3a liaHCbKNM
KaneHaapem) 1147 p. HatoBn BMBONIK
moro 3 Xpamy, o6aeplin 3 HbOro
yepHeuunin oaqar. Irop npomoBMB cnoBa
Cs. IoBa MHorocTtpagansHoro 3i Ctaporo
3aBiTy: «[021MM NPUNALLOB S B LEN CBIT i
rosinMm i BUNgy».

KHa3b Bonoaumup 3ycTpis topby,
SIK BOHM BUTSAranun Iropsa 3 noasip’s
MoHacTups i Irop NnpoMoBUB A0 HbOIO
«bpate, kyan ngew?” BonoauMunp
3iCKOYMB 3 KOHS, MPUKPUB CTpaxaanbus
CBOIM nnaLiem i NpmeiB MOro 4 AoMy
CBO€l MaTepi. To cnpaBa Ha TOMY He
3aKiHuMnaca. HatoBn 3pocTaB, nepeMir
Bonoanmunpa, yBipBaBcsa B AiM, CTATHYB
Irops 3 6ankoHa i B6GMB MOro Ha cxoaax.

I Ha TOMYy He npunuHKUNOCSA
NPUHMXEHHs KHa3a. Moro Tino Bonoknu
Bynuusammn Knesa oo OecsaTUHHOI
LlepkBu, oe Moro KMHyaM Ha Bi3 i Ha
OCTaHKY CKWHYJIN Ha TOproBuLi. Tinbku
TOoAi 3Mir BonoanMup 3ynuHUTK Xaxwu.
Tino Irops npuHecnu B LlepkBu
MoHacTtupsa Ce. CuMeoHa Ha OKpaiHi
KueBa i TaM, oasirHEHWUIA B YepHeuin
NoxXopoHwWn KHA3ga nigyac cTpaLuHoi
rpo3u.

Byps a fo Toro 4yyao 3ananeHHs
CBiYOK HaBKos0 Tifla CBATOro caMmmx Big
cebe HapewTi NpuBenn HaceseHHs
Kuesa A0 NpocBiT/eHHs. BoHn npocunu
NpoLeHHS 3i CNi3bMuK i Yepes TpU poKu
Tino Ce. Irops nepeHecnn no Xpamy
MpeobpaxeHHs B MOro pigHOMY
YepHirosi y uen ageHb 1150 p., i Tam
HaBKOJ10 HbOIo A0 HUHI BiAGYyBalOTbCS
yyaa.

I pno HuHI Iropga 30 Bciel YkpaiHu
npubyBatoTb y YepHiris Ha 18-ro yepBHS
BiACBATKYBaTW Nam'aTb cBoro HebecHoro
MokpoBUTENS | MPUIRHATN MOro
3aCTYNHULUTBO i 6/1aroCcI0OBEHHS.

Icon of the Mother of God, which
thereafter received the name “Ihor’s Icon”
(and is found in the Kyivan Caves Lavra
today). It was October 2 (September 19
on the Julian Calendar), 1147. The mob
dragged him out of the Church, tearing off
his monastic garb. Ihor cited the words of
St. Job the Long-Suffering of the Old
Testament: "Naked I came into this world,
and naked shall I depart”.

Knyaz’ Volodymyr met the mob as
they were dragging Ihor out of the
monastery walls and Ihor said to him:
“Brother, where are you going?”
Volodymyr leaped off his steed, covered
the sufferer with his own cloak and
brought him to his mother’s home. The
matter did not end there, however. The
mob grew, overpowered Volodymyr,
broke into the home, dragged Ihor from a
balcony and killed him on the staircase.

Nor did the indignities end there.
The Saint’s body was dragged through the
streets of Kyiv to the Church of the Tithes,
where it was put on a wagon and finally
thrown into the market-place. Only then
was Volodymyr finally able to stop the
horror. Ihor’s body was brought into the
Church of the Monastery of St. Simeon on
the outskirts of Kyiv, where, clothed in
monastic garb, the Knyaz’ was laid to
rest, during a terrific thunderstorm.

The storm together with the
miracle of candles spontaneously lighting
near the Saint’s body brought the people
of Kyiv to an awakening. They sought
forgiveness with tears and within three
years St. Ihor’s body was transferred to
the Church of the Transfiguration in his
native Chernihiv, on this day in 1150,
where it has been a source of miracles.

To this day, Ihors from all over
Ukraine come to Chernihiv on June 18 to
celebrate the memory of their Patron and
receive his intercessions and blessings. A
“loser” in the world, but a major victor in
Heaven is Knyaz’ Ihor, who is very often,
as noted above in the portion of the
“Litiya” prayer of the the Vigil Service,
numbered among the Holy “Passion-




«HeBaaxoto» B CBIiTi asie NnepeMoxXLUeM y
Hebi Haw KHa3b Irop, SKoro 4acrto, K
3ayBaxunm B ypuskosi 3 Monutos JliTil,
3apaxoBylOTb Yy psaan CBATUX
«CTpacToTepnuiB», CBITCbKUX
BosoAapiB, SKi BigaaBanan CBOI NONITUYHI
ambiuii i cBo€ XnNTTA, WOO6 3aMicTb
6opoTbbM HacTaB MMUpi 3aMiCTb HEHABUCTI
nbos..

Bearers”, secular leaders who laid down

their political ambitions and their lives so
that conflict might be replaced by peace

and hatred by love.




