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«CkpinsieHa Biporo Tu 3Mmaranacs 3a
Xpucrta bora Haworo.”

Ha 25-ro ci4Hsa (ue - 12-ro civHa 3a
tofliaHCbKMM KaneHaapeMm), Llepksa
CBATKYE MaMm'aTb MONOAOI XiHKWN 3-T0
cToniTTa B PuMmi, TaTiaHun, Kol BigBara Ta
MOJSINTBU 3HULWLWAN pa] i4oniB,
HaMroNOBHILWKNX 3-NOMiX 60riB A3UYHUKIB,
Ta gKa Aana BUKAWK OAHIN 3
HaMMOTryTHILWMX 3-MOMIX 3EMHUX iMMNepin,
NporosioWwyyYmn BapTOCTi CMPaBXHbOro
LlapctBa Laps Hag uapamu.

TaTiaHa Hapogmnacb Y BU3HA4YHIN
PUMCbKIl poauHi. Ii 6aTbka Tpuui
BMbupanu KoHcysoM. BiH Takox 6yB
TaHUM XPUCTUSHUHOM | BUXOBaB CBOIO
AOHeuKy Nbutn Ta CNyXnTn XpUCTOBI.
BoHa Tak NoBa>kHO nocTaBuiacb 40 CBOro
CNYXiHHSA, WO BUpilWMIa He
OApPY>XYBaTUCb, @ NOCBATUTU BCi CBOI

“Streghtned by the poer of faith
thou didst contend for Christ our
God.”

On January 25 (which is January 12 on
the Julian Calendar), the Church
celebrates the memory of a young
woman of third century Rome, Tatiana,
whose courage and prayers destroyed a
series of idols of the most prominent of
pagan gods and challenged one of the
mightiest of earthly empires with the
values of the true Kingdom of the King
of kings.

Tatiana was born into an illustrious
Roman family. Her father was elected
consul three times. He was also a secret
Christian and brought up his daughter to
love and serve Christ. So seriously did
she take her mission that she decided
that she would not marry but devote all
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eHeprii gornagaTtm HeaQyXux Ta
ponomaraTtu y6orum. Ii Bucestunm Ha
ANAKOHUCY | BOHA CroBHsNa CBOI
060B'A3KM 3 padiCTio Ta PeBHICTIO.

Ane yacu Ti 6ynm HebesneyHUMnN ans Tux,
SIKi HEe MPUCTOCOBYBaNMCb 6K xou
(dopManbHO OO PUMCBKOI KYNbTypW, pa3oMm
3 MoYnTaHHaM ii 6oriB. 3a BoNOAHHSA
iMnepaTopa nianitka OnekcaHgpa Cesepa
(222-235), rioro pereHT, YnbniaH,
NOCUANB 3YyCUSIIA 3aCTaBUTU NIZO3PINnX
XpUCTUSH NPUCTOCYBATUCb A0 penirii
Pumy. BiH 3aapewTyBaB oHY JnAaKoHuUcy
TaTiaHy i HakasaB ii NpUHECTN XepTBy
6orosi AnonnoHosi. BoHa 3pobuna 3Hak
XpecTa i noMmonunnaco, Wwob oTpumMmaTn cuay
CYNnpoOTUBUTUCH Ui BUMO3i. PanTom
3arypkoTiB 3eMneTpyc i igon i yactnHa
Moro xpamy noBasNINCD.

PUMnaHun BUABWIM CBOIKO NIOTICTb Ha
TaTiaHi i cTanm XopCcToKo i MyunTun. Ta
BOHa MNposiBMAa TaKy XOpobpicTb Ta CMokKil
y TOpTypax, o BiCiM 0Ci6 3-noMix
MyuuTenis HaBepHynuca go Toro, XTo
paBas ii Taky cuny. BoHu Bnann Ha KoniHa
nepea Hew i nonpocmnu, Wwob BOHaA iM
npoctuna. 3a ue iX caMmnx XXOpCTOKO
CTpaTtu/aun i MM IX MOMMHAEMO pPa3oM 3 Helo
B il AeHb.

Konu TaTiaHa noMonunachk y CBOIM
B'A3HWYHIN Kamepi, il paHW BUrOINNUCH i Ti
npeacTaBuan nepes cyaner Linikom
3g0poBoto. Toai ctanwu ii 6uty 3a ii piwydy
BiAMOBY NiAfaTUCb NOro AOMaraHHio, Wwob
BOHa Taku npuHecna xepTtey 6oram. Ta Ti,
KOTpi ii Tak Kapanu Big4yyBanun Hade 6 TO
BOHW caMi cebe nobmBanu i 4EXTO 3 HUX
HaBiTb NOCTpaxaas Big NobuTTS.

TaTiaHy NOBEpHYNM A0 KaMepu i BOHa
3HOBY OTpuMana cuifneHHsa nigyac
monuTeu. Ii 3HOBY NpuBenu Ha cya Ha
HaCTYNHWI AeHb. HenpaBunbHO
3pO3yMiBLUU Ti MOBYAHHSA 3a 3roay
NMPUHECTM XepTBYy 6OrMHi MMCNMBCTBA
[Oiani, npueBenu ii go xpamy. Ta Hacnigok
6y noaibHun oo Toro, wo 6yso 3 XxpamoMm
AnosnsioHa. TaTiaHa noMonuniace i
6nnckaBka BAapwia Ta 3HuLWMANA igona m

her energies to tending the sick and
helping the needy. She was ordained a
deaconess and fulfilled her duties with
joy and zeal.

The times were perilous for those who
would not adapt, at least formally, to
the Roman ways which included worship
of the gods. During the reign of the
teen-age emperor, Alexander Severus
(222-235), his regent, Ulpian, intensified
efforts to get the suspect Christians to
adapt to the religion of Rome. He
arrested the young deaconess Tatiana
and ordered her to offer a sacrifice to
the god Apollo. She made the sign of the
Cross and prayed for strength to resist
this demand. An earthquake ensued and
the statue and part of the temple came
tumbling down.

The Romans took out their rage on
Tatiana and tortured her cruelly. Such
was her courage and peace under the
torments that eight of her torturers were
converted to the One Who gave her
such strength. They fell on their knees
before her and asked for forgiveness.
For this they themselves were cruelly
put to death and they are
commemorated together with her on her
day.

As Tatiana prayed in her prison cell her
wounds were healed and she was
presented to the judge completely well.
She was then beaten for her steadfast
refusal to give way to his demand that
she sacrifice to the gods. Those
administering the punishment felt that
they were beating themselves and some
actually succumbed to the blows.

Tatiana was returned to her cell and
again was healed as she prayed. She
was brought to the tribunal again the
next day. They interpreted her peace as
a sign that she would be willing to
sacrifice to a female deity, the goddess
of the hunt, Diana. However her
presentation to Diana’s temple had
results similar to the one in the temple




YacTUHY XpaMmy.

Ii 3HOBY X MOMy4YMAK | BOHa 3HOBY X
oTpuMarna cuifieHHs. Ha HacTynHui geHsb i
npumeenn Ao UUPKY i NyCTUAM Ha Hel
rosiogHoro nesa. Ta Xuxui 3Bip cTas
MOKIPHO NM3aTn ii HOrn. Ta A3UYHUKMN BCE
OAHO He MOoBiIpMAK WO NpaBaMBUI
BTineHun bor, Nocnoab Icyc Xpucroc, 6y
[>xepenoM Takux vyygec HaBkoso TaTiaHu.
HaToMiCTb BMpilWIKAK, WO BOHA HAMNEBHO
yapogain, a cuna i - B ii Bonocci. OTox
no6pwnu ii ronoBy i 3aMKHyNK ii B xpami
HadanbHuMKa 6oris, lOniTepa. Ta Ha
HaCTYNHWUMA AeHb 3HANLWAN BENNYE3HOr0
igona «uaps 6oriB» MOTpowWEHOro Ha
nianosi, a TaTiaHa nani pagicHo
npocnasnsae Xpucra!

Toai NnpunuHMAn Myku. Biaciknu ii ronosy
a TakoX ronoBy 6aTbka 3a Te, WO BUXOBaB
TaKy HErokipHy A04YKY. PereHTy
iMNepaTopa YnbniaHy NpunucyTb
NpunoBiAKYy BiAHOCHO 6e3ycnilHOCTI
TOpTPYiB: «CUNbHI He NiagafyTbcs, a
cnabki ckaxyTb Wo-Hebyab, Wwob
npunuHUTK 60ni.» BiH MabyTb
rnepekoHaBCs B LUbOMY, Ha BigMiHY Bij
hesiKnx cy4vacHux Bosiogapis, i3 gocsigy 3
TaknMMun noabMu, 9K nakoHuca TaTiaHa.
A toHui imnepatop Onekcanap Cesep yBiB
y CBOW Kannuuto crtaTtyi ABpaaMa,
AnonnoHa, Opdesa Ta Xpucta. Ym He Mano
BMJIMB y Uil HeBaanin cnpobi imnepaTtopa
nolwaHyBaTK cnpaexHboro Cnacutens
pilyye Ta Xopobpe cBigYEHHS — BIpHICTb
00 cMepTi — Taknx MyueHukis, gk CB.
TaTiana?

Barato niogen yesaxatoTb TaTiaHy 3a
MOKPOBUTENbKY CTYAEHTIB. Hexan xe Bci
MW HaBYMMOCS BiA Ti XKXUTTS, WO € TiNbKK
oauH lNocnoab i Lap, SiKoMy HanexuTbcs
BipHICTb i NOKMOHIHHA, 60 X BiH 3006yB
Csoto Bnaay uiHoto snacHoi Kposi,
3acTynatounck 3a Coix MyuuTenis. Moro
BockpeceHHs Nokasye, Wo HacTana HoBa
Ta BiuHa goba y cBiTi — goba LlapcTea
Bboxoro. MNocBATIMOCb i MU YMHUTK BCe, LLO
MoxeMo nig Moro Bnaaoto, Wwob NnposBuTy
Lie BO/IOAIHHSA HAaBKOJI0 HAC CbOrOAHi i

of Apollo. She prayed and lightning
struck and destroyed the statue and
part of the temple.

Again she was tortured and again
healed. The next day she was brought to
the circus and a hungry lion was loosed
upon her. The beast meekly licked her
feet. Refusing to believe that the Source
of all these miracles surrounding Tatiana
was the One True God incarnate, Jesus
Christ, the pagans decided that she
must be a sorceress whose power was
to be found in her hair. They shaved her
head and locked her up in the temple of
the chief of the gods, Jupiter. But the
next day they found the mighty idol of
the “king of the gods” lying smashed on
the floor and Tatiana joyfully praising
Christ.

The tortures then came to an end. She
was beheaded, as was her father for
having raised such a defiant daughter.
The emperor’s regent, Ulpian, is credited
with the saying, regarding the
uselessness of torture: “The strong will
resist and the weak will say anything to
end the pain”. He may have come to
this realization, which still seems to
elude some in authority, by his
experience with people such as Tatiana
the Deaconess. The youthful emperor
Alexander Severus eventually placed
statues of Abraham, Apollo, Orpheus
and Christ in his chapel. Can it be that
his misguided effort to honour the True
Saviour was the result of the
unwavering and courageous witness of
faithfulness unto death of such Martyrs
as St. Tatiana?

St. Tatiana is held by many to be the
patron of students. May we all learn
from her life that there is only one true
Lord and King Who is to be obeyed, for
He won His authority with His own Blood
as He interceded for His torturers. His
resurrection shows that a new and
eternal age has dawned upon the earth.
Let us do all we can under His guidance
to make that age manifest here, now




HaBiKM.

and forever.
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