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CBsiLyeHoMy4eHuK Bnacin,
€Enunckon CeBacTinCbKNm

Hieromartyr Blaise the
Bishop of Sebaste

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«Twn 3marascsa 3a Bipy ax go
nponutTa CBOET kpoBu>» (Tponap
CeATOMY).

Ha 24-ro ntoTtoro (ue 11-ro aoToro 3a
IONTiaHCbKMM KasneHAapeM) MU CBSATKYEMO
nam’atb CBATOro, skoro nbunu i 3sipi i
moaun, CesaweHoMy4yeHmnka Bnacis,
€nunckona CeBacTilicbkoro. BiH cnyxus
CBOIi NacTBi 3a BONOAIHHSA PUMCbKUMX
iMmnepaTopiB diokneTiaHa (284-305) ta
Nnumnia (307-324), aki noTo
nepecniaysanu XpucTtusiH.

[esaki XpUCcTusaHuU yHuKanu cTpallHe
nepecnigyBaHHs TUM, LLO XOBanucs y
3anyLweHunx, auknx Micusax. Tak i Ce.
Bnacin cxoBascs Ha ropi Apren, ge
npoXxwueas Yy nedepi. [Aunki 3Bipi niaxoannm
[0 HbOro i yekanu gokun CesaTeub
3aKiH4YUTb CBOI MonunTBM i TOAi BiH iX

“Thou didst contest for the Faith
even unto blood” (Troparion of the
Saint)

On February 24 (which is February 11
on the Julian Calendar) we celebrate the
memory of a Saint beloved by humans
and animals, the Hieromartyr Blaise
(Blasius), Bishop of Sebaste. He
ministered to his flock during the reign
of the Roman emperors Diocletian (284-
305) and Licinius (307-324), who were
fierce persecutors of Christians.

When the persecution became most
pronounced many Christians hid
themselves in desolate and solitary
places. St. Blaise hid on Mount Argeos,
where he lived in a cave. Wild beasts
would come up to him and wait until the
Saint finished his prayer when he would
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6narocnosnsae. BiH Takox 3uUintoBaB ix,
Haka4akym CBOI PYKM Ha HUX.

Moro micue cxoBaHHS Taku 3HaNWAN
cnyrm rybepHaTtopa, i TOM HakasaBs
apewTyBaTu roro. Ce. Bnacin nogsikysas
Borosi 3a HOBM BUK/IKUK i MilIOB 3
Bosikamu. 1o nopo3i o rybepHaTopa BiH
3Ui/110BaB HeAQYXXUX | TBOPUB iHWI vyaa.
bigHa BooBa nmockap)xuiacb MOMYy Npo Te,
O BOBK CXOMWB ii EAMHY BNACHICTb, Many
CBMHKY. Bnaauka BCMiXHYBCS i CKa3as:
«He »ypucs, TBOIO CBMHKY NMOBEPHYTb>».
Ha 3amMByBaHHSA BCiX Tak i CTanochb -
npubir BOBK i NOBEPHYB ii CXonjeHy
CBUHKY 6e3 yLIKOAXKEHHS.

Konun Bnagnka ckasas rybepHaTopoBi, Wwo
0N SKWUM BiH MOKJ/IOHSIBCSA — Le AEMOHMU,
TO oro ntoTo 6unn n myumnm. CiMmox
XIHOK, SIKi MOro niaATpuMMyBanu B MOro
CTpaXXAaHHSAX TeX My4dunu i BiacCikau imM
ronoeu. OgHa 3 HUX AOPYUMIN MOMY CBOIX
Manumx CUHiB, Npocsayn Wwob BiH AOMNOMIr iM
3HanTn LlapctBo HebecHe.

lN'y6epHaTop HakasaB BKMHYTU Bnacia B
03epo, a CesATeub 3pobmB 3HaK XpecTa i
CTynaB Mo BOAI HeEHaye no cyxin 3emni.
Toai BiH MOKNMKAB A3UYHUKIB NPUNATK A0
HbOIro NPUKIMKAKUM A0 NOMOMI CBOIX Tak
3BaHuX 6orie. 3 no4voTy rybepHaTopa 68
YONOBIK BiAMYKHYNNUCS | 3pa3y MOTOHYNN.
A Cs. Bnacin nosepHyBcs Ao bepera.
N'y6epHaTop CMNBHO PO3IIOTUBCS Yepes
BTpaTy CBOIX CNYyr i HAKa3as 3pa3y
BiACIKTW ronosu Bnaankmn ta ABOX
xnonuis, ski 6ynu 3 HUM. CBATUN MyuyeHuK
NOMOJIMBCA 3@ CBIiT nepej CBOEK CMepTHo a
rOSIOBHO 3a TUX, WO WaHyBaTUMYTb MOro
nam’atb. Byno ue 6M3bko poky 316-ro.

Oskyemo boroBi 3a nam’saTb CBATUX, SAKi
CBOEIO APYXHICTIO 3i 3BipaMu, K i 3
NIAbMU NpUragyTb HaM Npo Ton Pawn,
SIKOro MU BTpaTUIN Yyepes3 Henocnyx
nepworo Agama Ta 3HOBY 3806ynun yepes
nocnyx ax o cmeptu Apyroro Agama,
lNocnoaa, bora i Cnaca Haworo Icyca
Xpucra.

bless them. He would also heal them by
laying his hands upon them.

His hiding place was at last discovered
by the servants of the governor who
gave orders to arrest him. Glorifying
God for this challenge, St. Blaise
followed the soldiers. Along the way to
the governor’s he healed the sick and
worked other miracles. A destitute
widow complained to him that a wolf
had carried off a small pig, her only
possession. The Bishop smiled and said
to her: "Do not weep, your pig will be
returned to you...." To everyone’s
amazement, the wolf soon came running
back and returned his prey unharmed.

When the saintly Bishop told the
governor that the idols he worshipped
were demons, he was beaten and
tortured. Seven women who supported
him in his trials were also tortured and
beheaded. One of them entrusted her
two young sons to his care, asking him
to help them attain the Kingdom of
Heaven.

The governor ordered that Blaise be
thrown into a lake. The Saint made the
Sign of the Cross and walked upon it as
though upon dry land. Then he
challenged the pagans to come to him
calling upon their so-called gods. Sixty-
eight men of the governor's retinue
responded to the challenge and were
drowned. St. Blaise returned to shore.
The governor was furious at this loss of
his men and ordered that the saintly
Bishop and his two charges, the young
boys entrusted to him, be beheaded at
once. Before his death, the holy Martyr
prayed for the whole world, and
especially for those honouring his
memory. This occurred in about the year
316.

We thank God for the memory of Saints,
who by their friendship with animals as
well as men and women, remind us of
the Paradise which we lost through the
disobedience of the first Adam and




regained through the obedience unto
death of the Second, our Blessed Lord,
God and Saviour Jesus Christ.




