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GEORGE THE VICTORIOUS
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«Cam XpucTroc... IcTnHa.»

Ha 16-ro nucronaga 3a rpuropistHCbKUM
Kanengapem (Bignosigae 3-ro nucronaga
3a ONISHCBbKMM) NpaBOCNaBHi BiA3HavalTb
CeaTo OcsayeHHs Liepksu CB. KOpisi B M.
Nipai 3a BonoaiHHA CB. KocTsaHTMHA
Benukoro (306 go 337 p.).

Cs. HOpin (abo Neoprin) — ognH 3 HaNbinNbLL
notwaHoBaHux boxux YrogHukis y Llepksi
XpWCTOBIiA. Moro WwaHyoTb NpaBocnaeHi,
KaTONWUKW, aHrnikaHui Ta notepaHLi.
MepenaHHs kaxe, WO BiH HAPOAMBCS B
Kanagokii y cborogHilwHin TypeyunHi (a
OesKi prepena KaxyTb, Wo ue 6yno B
BenpyTi y IlneaHi), y winsaxeTHin
XPUCTUAHCBKIN poauHi Mix 275 i 285
pokamu. Moro 6aTbko MepoHTiit 6y
BM3HA4YHMM BOSIKOM. BiH nomep, konwu HOpito
6yno Tinbku 14 nit. Moro matu, MonixpoHis
Mana 3emnto B [lanectuHi i BoHU Tyam n

“Christ Himself... is Truth.”

On November 16 (corresponds to
November 3 on the Julian Calendar) on
the Julian Calendar the Orthodox
celebrate the Feast of the Dedication of
the Church of St. George in Lydda during
the reign of St. Constantine the Great (306
to 337).

St. George is one of the most highly and
universally revered Saints in the Christian
Church. He is venerated by the Orthodox,
the Catholics, the Anglicans and the
Lutherans. Tradition says he was born in
Cappadocia which today is Turkey (some
sources say he was born in Beirut,
Lebanon) in a noble Christian family
between 275 and 285. His father,
Gerontius, was a distinguished soldier. He
died while George was 14. His mother,
Polychronia, had land in Palestine and so
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nepeHecrincy Xu1Tu.

KOpin Takox cTaB BOSIKOM i 3pOCTaB Yy y
paHrax Ta ctaB ynobneHuem imnepaTtopa
JiokneTisiHa, sikM1 3HaB Moro 6aTbka.
Mpr3Haumnm Koro 4o iMNePCbKoi OXOPOHU
B Hikomigii (ue — ctonuuga B CXigHin
Pumcekin Imnepil — cborogHi 13miT y
TypeuunHi). Y Ton yac imnepaTop cTaB
TypOyBaTucsa Npo Te, WO LWBUAKO
3pocTatova Bipa B poan’artoro bora
3HIBEUYNTb A3NYHULBLKY KYNbTYpy W
umBinisayito. OToX BiH Nigcunue
nepecnigyBaHHa XpUCTUsAH, 0cobnmeo B
BilICbKY.

Xopobpun KOpin 3anpoTecTyBaB i BigBaXHO
3as1BUB, LLIO BiH TAKOX — MNOCMiAOBHUK
XpucTa. AHi nepekoHaHHA aHi TopTypu 3
Hakagay [liokneTissHa He Manu >XogHoro
BnnuBy Ha HOpis.

CT1048B BiH Tak HENOXMUTHO, L0 HaBITb MaTn
iMmnepaTopa, OnekcaHapa, HaBepHynacs,
3a Lo TaKkoX AicTana BUpOK cMepTi. Tak
Oyno Takox i3 yapogiem, AcaHaciem, aKun
He B cuni 6yB oTpyiTK KOpia 3a Hakazom
iMmneparopa, i ckopo nicng uiei Hesaadi 6ye
cBigKom TOro, sik Bockpecu HOpin mepus
Monuteoto oo Xpucta. Cepantun
iMnepaTop Haka3aB BifCIKTV rofloBn o6omM
— i Bockpecnomy 1 AdaHacito.

IMnepaTop BOCTaHHE Hamarascs
nepekoHaTtu KOpis NponoHyo4M oMy
nocagy cnis-agMiHictpatopa iMmnepil, SKwo
6 TiNbKW NPUHIC XepTBy 6oram A3NYHUKIB.
KOpin norogmeca niTM B Xpam, ane tTam
BMMAaraB y 3nux OQyxiB, SKi XXunu B igonax:
«51k ocMmintoeTechb BM 30CTaBaTmCA TyT,
Konu g, cnyra npasaunsoro bora, ysiviwos
ctoan?» - i BOHM BCi nonaganun. HaoctaHky
BiAciknu ronosy i B KOpis.

Yacto mantotoTb Ca. KOpis, sakoro
ronioBHUN MNMpasHuk npunagae Ha geHb Noro
MyYeHuUTBa 6-ro TpaBHA (ue 23-ro KBiTHA
3a loniaHCbKNM KaneHaapem), K BiH
ybusae 3mito. Yum CcTOiTh 3a UMM dKacb
iCTOpPMYHA MOAIS YK Hi, MU MOXEMO Mi3HaTK
B 3Mi€BIi, AIKOMY BiH MPOTUCTaBNAETLCS i
nepemarae, into3opHy Bnaay BCiX, LWO
BMMararoTb MigKOPEHHS HenpasAi Ta

they moved there.

George, too, became a soldier and rose in
the ranks to become a favorite of the
Emperor, Diocletian, who had known his
father. He was named a tribune of the
imperial guard in Nicomedia (capital of the
Eastern Roman Empire — today lzmit in
Turkey). At this time the emperor became
concerned that the quickly spreading faith
in the crucified God would obliterate pagan
culture and civilization. He intensified
persecution of Christians especially in the
military.

The courageous George protested and
boldly declared that he, too, was a follower
of Christ. Neither Diocletian's persuasion
nor the torments to which he was
subjected by the Emperor's orders could
make George give way.

So steadfast was he that even the
emperor's mother, Alexandra, converted -
and was sentenced to die along with him.
So was a sorcerer, Athanasius, who was
unable to kill George with a potion ordered
by the Emperor, and soon saw George
raise a dead man to life through the name
of Christ. The angry Emperor had both the
resuscitated man and Athanasius
beheaded.

The emperor made a last attempt to
persuade George by offering to make him
his co-administrator if he would only
sacrifice to the pagan gods. George
agreed to go to the temple. But he
demanded of the evil spirits inhabiting the
idols: "How dare you remain here, when |,
the servant of the true God, have
entered?" - and they all fell down. Finally
George was beheaded.

St. George, whose major feast falls on the
day of his martyrdom, May 6 (April 23 on
the Julian calendar), is usually depicted
killing a dragon. Whether or not there is
some historical basis for this, we may
clearly see, in the dragon he opposes and
overcomes, the illusive power of all who
demand submission to falsehood and
cruelty.




YKOPCTOKOCTI.

Konu Ha 1oro cyai Cs. HOpin ckasas, Wwo
BiH — CBigoOK Npo ICTUHY, OAMH 3 BEMBbMOX
3anuTaB, aK konuck MNMoHTin MNunat: «lWo To
—ictnHa?» A KOpin piwyye Bignoeis: «Cam
XpucToc, Akoro Bu nepecnigysanu —
IcTnnal»

Oue cBigyeHHs npo Benuy Ca. HOpis,
TOGTO NOCBAYEHHA Xpamy Ha MOro 4ecTb Yy
M. Niaai (cborogHi ue micto Jlog 6nmnsbko
Ten AsiBa B I3paini), mu n ceaTkyemo 3/16
nucrtonaga. A Ha 9-ro rpygHs (26-ro
nucronaga 3a HnissHCLKUM Kanengapem)
LlepkoBHUI KaneHgap TakoXX CBATKYE
NocBsYEHHST XpaMy Ha Moro 4ectb Y KueBi
Benukum Knszem Ce. Apocnasom
Myapum.

Hexan ckpinntoe Ce. KOpin i Hac y Hawmnx
3MaraHHsX 6yTu BipHUMMW BTINEHIN |CTUHI,
Hawomy Npemyapomy Ta
Bcemunoctnsomy Cnacosi, lcycosi
XpUcCToBi. AMIHb.

When at his trial St. George declared he
was a witness to Truth, a dignitary echoed
Pontius Pilate, asking: "What is truth?"
George resolutely replied: "Christ Himself,
Whom you persecuted, is Truth."

It is this early testimony to the greatness of
St. George, the dedication of the temple in
his name in Lydda (today the city of Lod
near Tel Aviv, Israel), that we celebrate on
November 3/16. On December 9 (which is
November 26 on the Julian Calendar) the
Church calendar also celebrates the
dedication of a Temple in his name in Kyiv
by the Great Knyaz', St. Yaroslav the
Wise.

May St. George fortify us in our battles to
remain faithful to the Truth incarnate, our
All-Wise and All-Merciful Saviour, Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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