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Hepinsa 4-ta no
M'aTmpecaTtHumui — U Mmun
AIMCHO BiNbHI?

Fourth Sunday after
Pentecost - Are We
Really Free?

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw

kutash@unicorne.org

MoBuwa IkoHa XpucTa npukpawlae
Pocicbky lMpaBocnaBHy Kananuwo
BockpeciHHA, aky nobyaysanu B Jaxay,
Ae MICTUBCS NMepLnin KOHUEHTpaUiriHWii
Tabip HauucTiB. Kananusa usa -
nam’aTHUK YNCNEHHUM
BiNCbKOBOMOMOHEHMM 3 KOJIULWHBbOIO
PagsHcbkoro Coto3y, siki TaM noMmepnu.
TnM, AKKUX 3BiINbHWUAM Nifg KiHeub apyroil
CBIiTOBOI BilHWM He HAATO Kpalle
nowacTtuno. PagsHcbKa Bnaaa ix
yBaxasna 3pafHMKaMun, Kosn BOHU
NOBEPHYINCA Ha 6aTbKiBLUMHY, i iX
3acnana B 'YJlaru.

B IkoHi Icyc BUBOAUTb YCiX B'A3HIB
yepes BOpOTa, AKUX TpUMatoTb
BiAKPUTUMKM AHrenun. IKkoHa nporosiowye,
wo BiH — Toi, XTo BCiX HAac BUBOAUTb Ha
BOJIIO, Aal0uM HaM CripaBXxHio ceoboay.
Y cborogHiwHboMy Anoctoni (Pumnsn
6:18-23) MM 3HaxoANMMO LEN LiKaBuUi
BUCNIB: «A 3BiNbHMBLINCS Bif rpixa,
(Bn) ctanm pabamun npasegHocTi.» Lle -
LikaBa 3asBa, Haj KO BapTo
3aCTaHOBUTUCS.

Ti, wo Bupiwnau Nitn 3a Icycom

The above Icon of Christ graces the
Russian Orthodox chapel of the
Resurrection built at Dachau, the site of
the first Nazi concentration camp. The
chapel is a memorial to the many POWSs
from the former Soviet Union who died
there. The ones who were liberated at the
end of the second world war did not fare
much better. They were treated as traitors
by the Soviet government when they got
back to their homeland - and were shipped
off to the gulags.

In the Icon, Jesus is leading all the
prisoners out through the gates of the
camp which are held open by Angels. The
Icon proclaims Him to be the One Who
leads us all to freedom - true freedom.
Today's Epistle (Romans 6:18-23) echoes
this theme. St. Paul tells us: “[H]aving
been set free from sin you became slaves
of righteousness.” This is a striking
statement which is worth pondering.

Those who have decided to follow Jesus’
way- the way of love of God and one's
neighbour - have certainly found this to be
quite a challenge. It requires discipline,
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noporoto nbosi Ao bora n Ao
6AMXKHBOro HanMneBHO 3HAXOASATh, WO ue
[OCUTb CKiaaHe 3aBaaHHs. BoHo
BMMAara€ AUCUMUMNIIHN, CMUPEHHOCTI,
pilLy4O0CTi, BigBaru Ta nepekoHaHoCTi y
Bipi. Sk 3ayBaxus CB. [1aBfo y CBOEMY
Nucti po PumnsH, npobnema He B TOMYy,
O MU He 3HAEMO, WO MNOBUHHI MU
pobutun. MNMpobnema B TOMY, AK Ue
BWMKOHYBaTK, abo, noaibHo, sk
nepecratm pobuTtun TE, WO, 3HAEMO, He
MOBUHHI MK pobutu.

BianoBiab Ha U0 NnpobneMy 3HaxoAMMO
B 6e3ymMoBHilh ntoboBi bora, siky Tak
BMpa3Ho BTiNOE Ta Bussnsie Icyc. Moro
nobos, aka gie B Hac [lyxoMm CBATUM,
MoKa3ye HaM MOCTINHY MOXJIMBICTb — i
KOHEYHICTb — MOKasiHHS, NepeTBOPEHHS
HaLoro XuTTs, cTaBaTn «pabamm
npaBeaHOCTI» 3aMicTb pabamu rpixa.

Ane 4yu He NMpMBOANTL Take CTaBNEeHHS
HeyCTaHHOro NoKasHHA 40 CMYTKY Ta
no4vyTTs Nopaskn? [lexTo TBepanuTb, WO
XPUCTUSHCTBO — penirig, sika 3anepeuvye
XNTTH. KaxyTb BOHU, WO Bipytoui
TepnisATb BCSAKI HegoMaraHHsa B cobi Ta B
iHLLMX HaBKOJIO HUX, Ta N BiAMOBNAIOTb
cobi baraTo wacTsa, NpocTo TOMy, L0
BBaXatoTb, WO KoNmcb byae kpawe - B
CBIiTi, SIKMA HACTyNUTb Nicnsa iXHbOI
CMepTi Un nicng Apyroro rnpuxoay
Xpucta. A uen npuxia, SK MU 3HAEMO,
e He HacTas nicnga 6araTboX A0BrNX
NiT. YUY MK CyMHi Ta noxmypi
3anepedyBadi XUTTa? Y Takm MOXeMOo
MU, WO naemo 3a Icycom, ysaxaTtu cebe
BiIbHUMUM — UM MPUHANMHI BXe pillyye
Ha 4opo3i A0 cnpaBXHbOi cBob6oamn?

Bignosiab Ha ue NUTaHH4A rydyHe TAK!
Mn MoxkeMo i Takn i1 yBaKaeMo cebe
BiNbHUMK ntoabMU! Mu BinbHi, 60 MK
6inblie BXe He AMBMMOCS Ha CBIT i Ha
XXUTTS B HbOMY NOBEPXOBO. Mu
3ayBaXuun B LbOMY CBIiTi CEHC,
nopsaaoK, 3HadiHHA. BoHM BKa3yoTb Ha
MpUCYTHICTL HEBNANMMOIO, YXOBHOIO,
BiyHOro. IrHopysaTu ut NpUCYTHICTb —
ue gincHo 6yt NOHEBONEHUM
TUMYACOBMM Ta HECTINKUM — TOBTO TUM,

humility, determination, courage and the
conviction of faith. As Saint Paul noted in
his Letter to the Romans, the problem is
not so much that we do not know what we
ought to do. The problem is: how do we
do it - or, similarly, how do we stop doing
what we know we ought not to do?

We find the answer to this problem in the
unconditional love of God so clearly
embodied and manifested in Jesus. His
love, working in us through the Holy
Spirit, shows us the continual possibility -
and necessity - of repentance, of turning
our lives around, of becoming “slaves of
righteousness” instead of sin.

But does not this attitude of constant
penitence lead to sadness and a sense of
defeat? Some have said that Christianity is
a life-denying religion. They say that
believers tolerate all sorts of bad things in
themselves and others around them, and
deny themselves a lot of happiness, simply
because they are think that things will be
better in the world which will come either
after their death or after the return of
Christ. That, as we know, has not
happened for a long, long time. Are we
sad and gloomy deniers of life? Or can we,
followers of Jesus, see ourselves as being
free — or at least decisively on the road to
true freedom?

The answer to this question is a
resounding: YES! We can and do see
ourselves as free people! We are free
because we no longer see the world and
life in it in a superficial way. We have
noted a sense, an order and a meaning in
the world. They point to the Presence of
the invisible, the spiritual, the eternal. To
ignore this Presence is truly to be enslaved
by the transitory and temporal - that
which is always passing away.

Sometimes we may seem to be “un-free”
as we ponder our actions from the
perspective of what they may lead to and
put limits on ourselves - and even accuse
ourselves of certain failings which we must
overcome. Sometimes we are sad and




LLLO MOCTINHO MPOMUHAE.

YacoM Mu MOXxe I noyyBaeMo cebe
«HEBINbHNUMM», KONIM MU OCMUCITIOEMO
HawWwi BYMHKN 3 NEpPCreKTUBU IXHIX
Hacnigkie i obMexyemo cebe - i HaBiTb
3BMHYBaA4YyEMO cebe B AesaKkux
HegocTavax, SKMX MU MYCMMO
rnepemorTu. YacoM MU CyMHi Ta HaBiTb
npurHiyeHi. Ta, NnpoTe, AK ke Morna 6
noanHa 3maratucsa Ta aobpe 6irtu B
neperoHax, i He NOYyBaTUCS YacoM
BTOMJIEHOI Ta 3HEOXOYEHOID?

Hawe eaHaHHa 3 boroM yepes Monutsy,
nict, borocnyxiHHA, TaiHCTBa, CNOMUH
npo nNpuknaan Ta NiaTpumMky CBATUX —
[QA€E HaM pajdiCTb, BMEBHEHICTb Ta CMOKin
aywesHui. A Ui cnpasu HabaraTo
UiHHIWIi BiA CKOPOMUHYLLOIO NOYYyTTA
[OCTATKy Ta CUTOCTI B XUTTI, AKe
roJIOBHO OCHOBAHE Ha NMOBEPXOBUX Ta
TUMYaCoBUX peyax.

Tak, My BiNbHIi, TOMy WO MU nobaunnum
Csitno lNpasause B Icycosi XpUCTOBI.
Mu BinbHI 60 MK 3HanLWIN 6e3MexHY
noboB boxy, 9Ka Hac NpuUMae, O4YULLYE
Ta nepeTBoptoE. Mu BiNlbHi, 60 3HAaeEMoO
3BiAKM MM NOXOAMMO Ta Kyau KAEMO.

Cnasa borosi Otuesi, CnHoBi Ta [1yxoBi
CeatoMmy! Cnasa ToMy, XTO Hac
BuBOoAUTL 3 [axay Ta [Y/JlariB rpixa,
HeCBIiAOMOCTI Ta CMepTi — Yy AOCKOHany
ceBobopy amiten boxux!

even depressed. On the other hand,

how can one struggle or run the good race
and not at times at times feel tired and
discouraged?

Our union with God through prayer,
fasting, the Liturgy, the Sacraments, the
memory of the example and support of the
Saints - gives us joy, confidence and
peace. These are more precious than the
fleeting sense of contentment and
satiation in a life that is based primarily on
superficial and transitory things.

Yes, we are free because we have seen
the True Light in Jesus Christ. We are free
because we have discovered the infinite
love of God which accepts us, purifies us
and transforms us. We are free because
we know where we come from and where
we are going.

Glory to God the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. Glory to the One Who leads us
out of the Dachau and the gulags of sin,
ignorance and death - to the perfect
freedom of the children of God!




